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I

P r o l o g u e

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  t o  exam ine  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  

t r a d i t i o n  o f  W e s te rn  C i v i l i z a t i o n  f ro m  a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p o i n t  

o f  v iew .  I t  i s  w e l l  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  much 

work done i n  t h e  p s y c h o l o g y  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

t h e  im p a c t  o f  t h o s e  l a b o r s  h a s  b e en  s l i g h t .  Hy i n t e n t i o n  

i s  t o  exam ine  p a r t s  o f  t h e  Old T e s t a m e n t ,  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  

on  t h e  Ten Commandments, u s i n g  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  v a l u e s  a s  

t h e  b a s i c  p o i n t  o f  d e p a r t u r e .

As i s  a d u m b ra te d  i n  t h e  body o f  t h e  t e x t ,  t h e  f i e l d  

o f  v a l u e s  i s  one o f  c o m p l e x i t y  and  c o n f u s i o n  i n  i t s e l f .

T h e re  a r e  p o s s i b l y  a s  many d e f i n i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  t e r m  " v a l u e "  

a s  t h e r e  a r e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  en g ag e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  them.

Tb 1s mv b e l i e f  t h a t  t h i s  c o n f u s i o n  s te m s  f ro m  two s o u r c e s :  

one  i s  t h a t  v a l u e s  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m an k in d ,  p r o b a b l y  

e s s e n t i a l  t o  i t s  f u n c t i o n i n g ,  and t h a t  i n  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  v a l u e s  

men become enmeshed i n  many q u e s t i o n s  o f  r i g h t  and  w rong ,  good 

and b a d ,  f u n c t i o n a l  and d y s f u n c t i o n a l ,  ad i n f i n i t u m .  The 

o t h e r  s o u r c e  i s  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t ' s  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  d e s i r e  

t o  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  d e f i n e  v a l u e s  and  r e d u c e  them  t o  w o rk a b le
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s e g m e n t s ,  a lm o s t  I n  t h e  way a p h y s i c i s t  s p l i t s  an  a tom.

My a t t e m p t  h a s  b e e n  n o t  t o  r e d u c e  v a l u e s  o r  e v e n  t o  

d e f i n e  them. I  have  fo u n d  t h i s  t a s k  p r o b a b l y  a s  d i f f i c u l t  

a s  t h e  t a s k  o f  r e d u c t i o n  and d e f i n i t i o n .  I t  w i l l  be n o t e d  

t h a t  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h i s  e s s a y ,  t h e  t e r m  " v a l u e "  i s  

u s e d  i n  a way t h a t  i t  i s  hoped  w i l l  be  commonly u n d e r s t o o d .  

As t h e  e s s a y  p r o g r e s s e s ,  I  l i m i t  t h e  u se  o f  t h e  word t o  

t h a t  which  I  b e l i e v e  would  be t h e  i r r e d u c i b l e  v a l u e s .

I n  a n o t h e r  s e n s e ,  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  c i r c u l a r  i n  n a t u r e .

The Old  T e s ta m e n t  was r e s e a r c h e d  and  I  came o u t  w i t h  t h e  

two b a s i c  v a l u e s  I  b e l i e v e  I n h e r e  i n  i t .  I  t h e n  went  b ack  

a nd  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  o f  t h e  Old T e s ta m e n t  

w i t h  t h o s e  v a l u e s  a s  my k ey  o f  e n t r a n c e  t o  i t .  A l th o u g h  

I  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  what i s  u s u a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  

t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  m ethod ,  my a t t e m p t  i s  t o  s t u d y  t h e  B i b l o  

on i t s  own g r o u n d s .  I  a l s o  f r e e l y  a d m i t  t h a t  I  do n o t  t a k e  

m y s e l f  o u t  o f  t h e  s t u d y .  E x i s t e n t i a l i s m ,  e x i s t e n t i a l  p s y 

c h o lo g y  and h u m a n i s t i c  p s y c h o l o g y  a r e  v e r y  much a p a r t  o f  

me, a s  i s  t h e  g ro u n d  f ro m  w h ich  I  s p r i n g  which  i s  J u d a i s m .

W ith  t h e s e  i n f l u e n c e s  w o rk in g  upon me, I  fo u n d  t h a t  t h e  

b a s i c  v a l u e s  i n  t h e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  a r e  " l i f e "  and " d e a t h , "
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Ill

and  b e l i e v e  th a t  t h e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  i s  t e a c h i n g  t h a t  b o t h  

o f  t h e s e  v a l u e s  a r e  a  p a r t  o f  e a c h  man and m ust  be r e c o g n i z e d  

a s  such  i n  o r d e r  f o r  u s  t o  be a b l e  t o  l i v e  f u l l y  i n  n o t  o n l y  

a p h y s i c a l ,  b u t  a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and  s p i r i t u a l  s e n s e .  I  

a l s o  fo u n d  t h a t  w i t h i n  t h e  t h r e e  com ponen ts  o f  t h e  Old  T e s t a 

m en t ,  myth ,  r i t u a l ,  and  law a r e  embodied  what I  t e rm e d  " v a l u e -  

p a t h s 11 which  l e a d  t o  t h e  b a s i c  v a l u e s .  These  v a l u e - p a t h s  

a r e  n o t  such  n e b u lo u s  t h i n g s  a s  " j u s t i c e , "  " l o v e , "  " t r u t h , "  

e t c .  f o r  which  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r s  have  b e e n  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  

m i l l e n i a .  They may b e t t e r  be t e rm e d  a s  b e h a v i o r a l  com ponen ts  

t h a t  l e a d  t o ,  b u t  do n o t  e v e r  r e a c h  t h e  v a l u e s  a d u m b ra te d .

B e c a u se  o f  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  a n d  p o s s i b l e  c o n f u s i o n  which  

w ould  r e s u l t  i n  a s i n g l e  s t u d y  e m b r a c in g  b o t h  t h e s e  v a l u e s ,

I  l i m i t e d  m y s e l f  t o  t h e  v a l u e - p a t h s  l e a d i n g  t o w a rd  l i f e ,  

b u t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  d e a l t  w i t h  d e a t h ,  a l b e i t  i n  a c u r s o r y  m anner .

I  am p r e s e n t i n g  i n  t h e s e  p a g e s  a  way o f  a p p r o a c h i n g  

t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  o f  r e l i g i o n  by u se  o f  r e l i g i o n ’ s 

own do cu m en ts .  I t  i s  n o t  t o  be c o n s t r u e d  a s  t h e  o n l y  way 

o f  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  s t u d y .  I t  i s  my hope t h a t  t h i s  method 

may open  some d o o r s  t h a t  had  b e en  c l o s e d  and t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r  

w i l l  f i n d  enough o f  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  i t  t o  f o l l o w  H i l l e l ' s  

f r e q u e n t l y  n e g l e c t e d  d i c t u m ,  "Now go and l e a r n . "
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C hapter I  

INTRODUCTION

G a l i l e o  fa c e d  excom m unication from th e  Church. H is s i n  

was th a t  he p o s t u la t e d  a s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h  which was c o n tr a r y  

to  th e  dogma t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  in  th e  t e a c h in g s  o f  th e  Roman 

C a th o l ic  Church. Today, in  I s r a e l  th e r e  i s  an on go in g  

s t r u g g le  betw een th e  m ed ica l p r o f e s s i o n  and th e  r e l i g i o u s  

a u t h o r i t i e s .  The q u e s t io n  in v o lv e d  in  t h i s  s t r u g g le  i s  

th a t  o f  a u to p sy .  The r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s  b e l i e v e  th a t  

th e  body must be retu rn ed  to  God in  th e  same c o n d i t io n  I t  

was r e c e iv e d .  They f u r t h e r  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a l l  th e  organs  

and appendages o f  th e  body sh ou ld  remain i n t a c t  so th a t  

a t  th e  tim e o f  r e s u r r e c t io n  th e  i n d iv i d u a l  w i l l  be w hole .  

These same a u t h o r i t i e s  how ever, do not o b j e c t  to  an o p e r a t io n  

which may remove a k id n e y ,  th e  ap p en d ix , an arm, o r  any 

p o r t io n  o f  th e  anatomy p r o v id in g  an o p e r a t io n  w i l l  h e lp  to  

p r e se r v e  l i f e  o r  r e s t o r e  h e a l t h .  S eem in g ly , th e r e  i s  a 

c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  Why sh ou ld  m u t i la t io n  o f  th e  body o f  a 

l i v i n g  man be p e r m it t e d ,  but not th a t  o f  th e  body o f  a 

dead man?

I t  i s  c o n c e iv a b le  th a t  th e  s c i e n t i s t  would shrug h i s
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s h o u ld e r s  and perhaps remark about th e  i r r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  

r e l i g i o n .  The r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t y  m ight bemoan th e  f a c t  

t h a t  th e  s c i e n t i s t ,  b eca u se  o f  h i s  la c k  o f  r e l i g i o u s  

e d u c a t io n  i s  j u s t  i n s e n s i t i v e  to  th e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  

r e l i g i o u s  law . What i s  la c k in g  a s  a b r id g e  to  t h i s  gap 

i s  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  v a lu e  framework o f  both  m ed ica l  

s c i e n c e  and r e l i g i o n  in  t h i s  c o n f l i c t .  In  Judaism , th e r e  

i s  an im portant v a lu e  con cep t  o f  " r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  dead."

In  th e  Shulkhan Aruch (Code o f  J ew ish  Law, G o ld in g , 1927)  

can be found an e n t i r e  s e c t i o n  on how a c o rp se  must be 

h a n d le d , washed, d r e s se d  and l a i n  so a s  t o  show i t  the  

utm ost r e s p e c t .  An a u to p sy  i s  not c o n s id e r e d  r e s p e c t f u l .  

However, th e r e  i s  an even  g r e a t e r  v a lu e  on th e  s a n c t i t y  

o f  l i f e .  T h e r e fo r e ,  a n y th in g  t h a t  i s  done t h a t  may sa ve  

a l i f e  i s  not o n ly  p e r m it t e d ,  but i s  o b l i g a t o r y .  M edical  

s c i e n c e  sh a r e s  t h i s  v a lu e  o f  th e  s a n c t i t y  o f  l i f e  and in d eed  

c la im s  t h a t  th e  purpose  o f  th e  a u to p sy  i s  t o  l e a r n  more 

about th e  d i s e a s e  so  t h a t  o t h e r  l i v e s  may be sa v ed . There  

a r e  some m ed ica l s c i e n t i s t s  and r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s  in  I s r a e l  

who un derstand  t h i s  b a s i c  v a lu e  and do c o o p e r a te  i n  a l lo w 

in g  a u t o p s i e s  to  be perform ed.
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T h is  I s  J u st  one in s t a n c e  in  which i s  found a b a s ic  

s t r u g g le  betw een  s c i e n c e  and r e l i g i o n  which p e r s i s t s  to  

t h i s  day. Maslow (1 9 7 0 )  p o in te d  out t h a t  t h e r e  has been  

a t r a d i t i o n a l  d ichotom y betw een  t h e s e  pow ers. T h is  d i 

chotomy i s  based  not o n ly  on th e  som etim es d i f f e r e n t  v a lu e  

sy s te m s ,  and som etim es th e  same but m isu n d erstood  v a lu e  

sys tem s o f  s c i e n c e  and r e l i g i o n ,  but a l s o  on a lo n g  h i s t o r y  

o f  s t r u g g le  betw een th e s e  two v e ry  im portant f o r c e s  in  

W estern C i v i l i z a t i o n .  I n j e c t i n g  serum from a d i s e a s e d  

anim al in t o  a human b e in g  was fo u g h t  by r e l i g i o n .  D e lv in g  

i n t o  th e  s e c r e t s  o f  th e  u n c o n sc io u s  was c o n s id e r e d  a 

d e v i l i s h  scheme in  F r e u d 's  day. Today, t h e r e  are  r e l i g i o u s  

s e c t s  th a t  w i l l  not a l lo w  b lo o d  t r a n s f u s i o n s  on th e  grounds  

t h a t  th e  B ib le  p r o h i b i t s  th e  d r in k in g  o f  b lo o d .  Each 

f o r c e  s t e a d f a s t l y  s to o d  i t s  ground in  t h e s e  b a t t l e s  u n t i l  

i t  was fo r c e d  t o  g iv e  in  and s h i f t  t o  a n o th er  b a t t l e f i e l d .  

I t  i s  l i t t l e  wonder t h a t  s c i e n c e  and r e l i g i o n  now appear  

to  be a t  o p p o s i t e  p o l e s  and lo o k  upon one a n o th e r  w ith  

s u s p ic io n  and, a t  l e a s t  a t  p r e s e n t ,  somewhat s o p h i s t i c a t e d  

h o s t i l i t y .  The two groups can a lm o st  f i t  i n t o  th e  para

digm o f  th e  "Robbers Cave Experiment" ( S h e r i f ,  1 9 6 1 ).
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On a more t h e o r e t i c a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  i s s u e  o f  t h e  d ich o to m y  

b e tw e e n  s c i e n c e  an d  r e l i g i o n  i s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

s c i e n c e  h a s  i n s i s t e d  upon t h e  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  i t s  d a t a  

( P o l a n y i ,  1958# B akan ,  1 9 6 7 )# w h i l e  r e l i g i o n  o r  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  

e x p e r i e n c e  i s  q u i t e  s u b j e c t i v e  i n  i t s  n a t u r e  ( J a m e s ,  1970,  

B u b e r ,  1958 ,  Royce ,  1 9 6 7 )* U n q u e s t i o n a b l y ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  

c a s e  and h a s  b e en  t h e  c a s e  f o r  many c e n t u r i e s ,  b u t  I  c a n n o t  

h e l p  b u t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  e n m i ty  b e tw ee n  s c i e n c e  and r e l i g i o n  

r e s t s  n o t  a l o n e  on t h e o r e t i c a l  g r o u n d s ,  b u t  a l s o  on t h e  

g ro u n d  o f  t h e  v e r y  r e a l  and v e r y  a l i v e  b a t t l e s  t h a t  have 

b e e n  t a k i n g  p l a c e  f o r  c e n t u r i e s .  F o r  one  who h a s  r e m a in e d  

u n s c a r r e d  f ro m  t h e  f r a y ,  i t  i s  a  s o u r c e  o f  amazement 

t h a t  t h e  two most i n f l u e n t i a l  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  W e s t e r n  C i v i l i z a t i o n ,  F r e u d  (1 9 64 )  n o t w i t h 

s t a n d i n g ,  r e m a in  a t  o p p o s i t e  p o l e s  and  a p p e a r  t o  be l o a t h  

t o  come t o  t e r m s  w i t h  one a n o t h e r .  B u t ,  a s  must  be r e c o g 

n i z e d ,  t h i s  i s  a  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  age  and i t  i s  q u i t e  

p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  n o t e d  have  become 

f u n c t i o n a l l y  au tonom ous and  a r e  t h e  r e a l  i s s u e s  which  must be 

d e a l t  w i t h  a t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e .

At t h i s  p o i n t  i n  h i s t o r y ,  s c i e n c e  s t e a d f a s t l y  m a i n t a i n s  

t h a t  d a t a  f ro m  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  n o t  a d m i s s a b l e
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t o  i t s  rea lm s . I t  i s  th e  same p o in t  o f  v iew  th a t  h as  caused  

much o f  what i s  u n iq u e ly  human to  be eschew ed by s c i e n c e  on 

th e  grounds th a t  i t  i s  c o m p le te ly  s u b j e c t i v e  and n o n - v e r i f i -  

a b le  (van Kaam, 1 9 6 9 )* Only r e c e n t l y  has James' (19 70 )  

c l a s s i c  on r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r ie n c e  become an open book to  

some s c i e n t i s t s .  The p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e s  have u n q u e s t io n a b ly  

been  e n r ic h e d  by i n s i s t i n g  upon m a in ta in in g  an o b j e c t i v e  

s ta n c e  toward i t s  d a ta ,  but th e  q u e s t io n  must be asked  a s  

to  w hether  th e  human s c i e n c e s  can be o b j e c t i v e  about t h e i r  

d ata  (F r a n k l ,  1 9 6 6 ) .  Can I  be o b j e c t i v e  i n  s tu d y in g  m y se lf?  

The answer i s  th a t  i t  i s  not p o s s i b l e  f o r  me t o  be t r u l y  

o b j e c t i v e  about m y s e l f  and t h e r e f o r e  a la r g e  s c h o o l  o f  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  (K aslow , 1967* R o gers , 1964 , Bakan, 1 9 6 7 ) 

p r e s e n t l y  b e l i e v e  th a t  s c i e n c e  h a s  been  d im in ish e d  a s  w e l l  

a s  e n r ic h e d  by i t s  " c lo s e d  door" p o l i c y  toward much th a t  

n eed s s c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  As f a r  a s  s c i e n c e  h as  been  

co n c er n e d , th e  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r ie n c e  may J u s t  a s  w e l l  have  

n e v e r  e x i s t e d .  S c ie n c e  has not o n ly  been  u n ab le  t o  f in d  

a m ea n in g fu l way o f  s tu d y in g  r e l i g i o n ,  but a l s o ,  f o r  th e  

most p a r t ,  h as  r e fu s e d  t o  s tu d y  r e l i g i o n  a t  a l l .

I t  must be u n d ersto o d  t h a t  th e  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r ie n c e
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I s  not o n ly  a problem  f o r  s c i e n c e ,  but a l s o  f o r  r e l i g i o n .  

C e r t a i n l y ,  a l l  o f  th e  g r e a t  r e l i g i o n s  were founded on th e  

b a s i s  o f  a r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r ie n c e ,  but r e l i g i o n ,  once fo r m a l iz e d ,  

h as found i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e a l  w ith  c o n t in u in g  r e l i g i o u s  

e x p e r ie n c e s .  These e x p e r ie n c e s  shake th e  fo u n d a t io n s  o f  

r e l i g i o n  and so r e l i g i o n  h as had to  f i n d  a way o f  d e a l in g  

w ith  t h e s e  e x p e r ie n c e s .  Maslow (1 9 6 4 )  h as  p o in te d  out  

t h a t  a common th rea d  runn ing  through most r e l i g i o n s  i s  

t h a t  th e y  a r e  based  upon th e  r e v e l a t i o n s ,  o r  i n s i g h t s ,  

o r  peak e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  a s i n g l e  o r  s e v e r a l  g r e a t  s e e r s .

Most p e o p le  do not have r e v e l a t i o n s ,  b u t i t  i s  o f  v a lu e  

t h a t  i n  some way th e  m asses g e t  th e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e s e  

e x p e r ie n c e s .  However, a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  m y s t i c s ,  i t  i s  

th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r ie n c e  to  be p e r s o n a l  and 

t h e r e f o r e  non-com m unicable. As I  read James (1 9 7 0 ) ,  I  

found th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  he q u o te s  q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  under

s ta n d .  I  a l s o  se n sed  th e  f e r v e n t  d e s i r e  o f  th e  r e l a t o r  

o f  h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  to  have me u n d e rs ta n d , even  to  share  

t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  him. I  a l s o  f e l t  a f r u s t r a t i o n  w i t h in  he 

h i m s e l f ,  a s  he knows t h a t  t h e  f u l l n e s s  o f  h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  

i s  not g e t t i n g  through to  me. I  found  m y s e l f  a b le  t o  share
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o n ly  a sm a ll  fragm ent o f  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  was so  meaning

f u l  t o  him. I  a l s o  shared  a l l  o f  h i s  f r u s t r a t i o n  f o r  a s  

much a s  he w is h e s  t h i s  u n d e rs to o d , I  d id  n o t .  T ev y e , in  

" F id d le r  on th e  Roof" has argum ents w ith  God and t e l e v i s i o n  

com ics  Joke about t h i s  " fo o l  who y e l l s  a t  th e  sky" . Hy 

r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n  t e l l s  me t h a t  I  s to o d  a t  Mount S in a i  

and heard th e  v o i c e  o f  God th u n d er  th e  D e ca lo g u e , but I  

do not f e e l  th e  m a jes ty  o f  th e  in c id e n t  t h a t  must have  

o c c u r r e d .  How th e n  do I  share  in  t h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  some 

t h a t  were l i f e  en g e n d e r in g  f o r  th e  in d iv i d u a l  who e x p e r ie n c e d  

them and some t h a t  l i t e r a l l y  made our  w orld? T e v y e 's  answer  

t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n  was one word, " t r a d i t io n " .  That was th e  

answ er found by W estern r e l i g i o n .  " H a lla k h a h ." The Hebrew 

word "Hallakhah" i s  u s u a l l y  t r a n s l a t e d  t o  mean law , but i t  

means f a r  more th an  J u st  law . The r o o t  o f  th e  word i s

"Hallakh" which i s  th e  verb  t o  go o r  t o  w alk . "Hallakhah"

i s  t h e r e f o r e  a p a th  upon which t o  w alk , o r  a t r a d i t i o n .

How, th e n  do I  e x p e r ie n c e  b e in g  a t  th e  f o o t  o f  Mount

S in a i?  I t  to o k  a n o th e r  k ind  o f  r e l i g i o u s  g e n iu s  t o  tr a n sm it  

t o  me some o f  th e  f e e l i n g s  th a t  were p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  t im e .

So t h i s  r e l i g i o u s  g e n iu s  to o k  an a n c i e n t ,  pagan a g r i c u l t u r a l  

f e s t i v a l  and tran sform ed  i t s  meaning i n t o  th e  "tim e o f  th e
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g iv in g  o f  th e  Torah” . The synagogue i s  to  be d e c o ra ted  

in  a c e r t a i n  manner on th a t  day. When th e  D ecalogue i s  

read , I  am to  s ta n d  J u st  a s  i f  I  were a t  Mount S i n a i ,  

fty grandmother would weep a t  t h a t  p o in t  in  th e  s e r v i c e .  

When, a s  a c h i l d  I  asked her  why she w ep t, h e r  r esp o n se  was 

t h a t  when th e y  read  th e  "Ten Commandments a p e r so n  i s  

supposed to  c r y ."  I t  was o n ly  much l a t e r  in  my l i f e  I  

r e a l i z e d  th a t  t h e s e  r e l i g i o u s  g e n iu s e s  ord a in ed  t h a t  she  

weep in  ord er  to  g iv e  h er  th e  f e e l i n g  o f  awe and rev eren ce  

a t  th e  sound o f  "God's v o ic e ."  She d id  not know t h i s ,  

but she f e l t  i t .  These g e n iu s e s  became th e  p r i e s t s  o r  

th e  c o d i f i e r s .  I t  was t h e i r  ta s k  to  in t e r p r e t  th e  g r e a t  

i n s i g h t s  o f  th e  s e e r s  t o  th e  b e s t  o f  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s ,  and 

th en  to  communicate t h e s e  e x p e r ie n c e s  t o  o th e r s  through  

s y m b o l ic a l ly  m ean in gfu l co d es  and r i t u a l s .  The v a lu e  o f  

t h e s e  p r i e s t s  and t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  acumen sh ou ld  not be 

o v e r lo o k e d . T h e ir  t a s k  was a seem in g ly  im p o ss ib le  one.

I t  was t h e i r  du ty  to  l i v e  a lm ost l i t e r a l l y  w ith  one f o o t  

p la n te d  f ir m ly  on th e  ground and th e  o t h e r  f o o t  b e fo r e  the  

h e a v en s . The f a c t  th a t  th e y  su cceed ed  so w e l l  i s  to  t h e i r  

c r e d i t  and le n d s  su pp ort to  th e  th e o r y  th a t  r e l i g i o n  has  

had som ething o f  v a lu e  t o  s t a t e  not o n ly  to  th e  s e e r s ,
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but to  th e  p o p u la t io n  a t  l a r g e .  I t  a l s o  l e n d s  su pp ort t o  

th e  th e o r y  t h a t  t h e s e  h i g h ly  p e r s o n a l i z e d  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i 

e n c e s  can be communicated t o  o t h e r s ,  i f  not by th e  s e e r  

h i m s e l f ,  th en  by a n o th e r  u n iq u e ly  q u a l i f i e d  to  do so ;  i f  

not in  a l l  o f  i t s  s p le n d o r ,  a t  l e a s t  in  a way t h a t  i s  

m ea n in g fu l and d o e s  convey some o f  i t s  i n s i g h t s .

The s u c c e s s  o f  th e  p r i e s t s ,  how ever, has become a 

double  edged  sword t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t .  So b e a u t i f u l  a r e  

th e  r i t u a l s  and c o d e s  th e y  d e v is e d  t h a t  th e y  have become 

f u n c t i o n a l l y  autonomous, and J u s t  as  my grandm other d id  

n ot know why she  w ep t, th e  o r i g i n a l  p u rp o se s  f o r  th e s e  

r i t u a l s  and c o d es  a re  no lo n g e r  known. They now have a l i f e  

o f  t h e i r  own and p e o p le  adhere  t o  them a s  i f  th e y  a lo n e  

were th e  v a lu e s  f o r  which r e l i g i o n  s ta n d s .  R e l ig i o n ,  th e n ,  

instead of being a source of wonder, amazement, and alive- 

neBS (H e s c h e l ,  1959) has become a sy s tem  o f  c o d e s  and 

r i t u a l s  t o  be r i g i d l y  adhered t o .  The g r e a t  s e e r s  and 

m y s t i c s  t o  which Maslow r e f e r s  would be abhorred by such  

a tu r n  o f  e v e n t s .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  p r i e s t s  (and h ere  I  

i n s i s t  upon th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h a t  un ique in d iv i d u a l  who 

l i v e s  b o th  on e a r th  and i n  h eaven ) would shout t h a t  t h e i r
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work i s  becom ing d e f i l e d .  The Sabbath may be broken , say  

t h e  p r i e s t s ,  t o  a l l e v i a t e  human s u f f e r i n g .  "The Sabbath  

was c r e a te d  f o r  th e  sake o f  man and not man f o r  th e  sake  

o f  th e  Sabbath ,"  i s  th e  d ictum  o f  J e s u s ,  in  th e  Talmudic  

s p i r i t .  Y e t ,  many o f  t h e s e  c r e a t i o n s  o f  th e  p r i e s t s  

which are  no lo n g e r  u n d erstood  are  s t i l l  m a in ta in ed  w ith  

a r i g i d i t y  t h a t  has caused  them t o  become J u st what B i b l i c a l  

r e l i g i o n  fo u g h t  so hard t o  a b o l i s h ,  i d o l a t r y  (Oden, 1969)*

The h i s t o r y  o f  r e l i g i o n  shows v e ry  d r a m a t ic a l ly  how th e  

work o f  th e  p r i e s t s  can become d e s t r u c t i v e  o f  J u s t  th a t  

which i t  a ttem p ted  t o  e s t a b l i s h .  There i s  a v a lu e  under

p in n in g  t o  e v e r y  law o r  r i t u a l  in  r e l i g i o n .  The law  o r  

th e  r i t u a l  c o n t a in s  so  much a r t  o r  p o e t r y  t h a t  i t  s u r v i v e s ,  

y e t  th e  c o n n e c t in g  l i n k  w ith  th e  u n d e r ly in g  v a lu e  i s  o f t e n  

t im e  and c u l t u r e  bound. T h e r e fo r e ,  t h e s e  a re  l o s t  and 

s o c i e t y  i s  soon p o l a r i z e d  i n t o  t h o s e  who m a in ta in  th e  law s  

and r i t u a l s  i n  a manner th a t  v e r g e s  on i d o l a t r y ,  on one 

s i d e ,  and t h o s e  who a re  c o m p le te ly  d iv o r c e d  from a l l  law s  

and r i t u a l s  on the o t h e r .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  very  tem p tin g  

t o  w ish  t o  a b o l i s h  th e  p r i e s t  and p erh ap s J o in  th e  s e e r .

Such was t h e  ten d en cy  t h a t  was e x h i b i t e d  i n  th e  e a r l i e r
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Maslow. R a t h e r  l a t e ,  Maslow (1970)  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e  m y s t i c a l  

o r  t h e  p e a k  e x p e r i e n c e  a l o n e  c a n  be t u r n e d  i n t o  s o m e th in g  

q u i t e  d e s t r u c t i v e  i f  i t  i s  n o t  c o n t r o l l e d  i n  some way. Maslow 

was a b l e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  m y s t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  a s o u r c e  

o f  wonder  and o f  amazement ,  and  i s  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e .  T h e re  

i s  a f e e l i n g  o f  o n e n e s s  w i t h  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  I t  i s  d e s c r i b e d  

a s  a m e rg in g  o f  o n e s e l f  w i t h  t h e  " w o r ld  s o u l . "  I t  i s  a t r i p  

o f  b e a u t y .  P r o b a b l y ,  f o r  t h e  n o n - m y s t i c  i t  c an  be  compared 

o n l y  w i th  t h e  moment o f  s e x u a l  f u l f i l l m e n t .  May ( 1 9 6 9 ) so 

b e a u t i f u l l y  d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  m e rg in g  w i t h  t h e  

l o v e d  o n e ,  an d  i n  t h a t  moment o f  t h e  two becom ing  o n e ,  e a c h  

one  becomes more e m p h a t i c a l l y  h i m s e l f .  I t  i s  no m y s t e r y  why 

t h e  r a b b i s  ( p r i e s t s )  have  s t e a d f a s t l y  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  

"Song o f  S o n g s , "  which  c an  be r e a d  a s  a hymn t o  t h e  l o v e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  man and woman should, be u n d e r s t o o d  as  

p o r t r a y i n g  t h e  l o v e  b e tw e e n  man and  God. P e r h a p s  o n l y  one 

who knows l o v e  c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  " o c e a n i c "  

f e e l i n g  o f  b e i n g  a t  one w i t h  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  May a l s o  r e c o g n i z e s  

t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  l i m i t s .  "Not o n l y  w i t h  l i b i d o  and e r o s ,  

b u t  o t h e r  fo rm s  o f  l o v e  a s  w e l l :  f u l l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  means 

t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  human b e i n g  (May, 19^9* p* 3 2 0 ) . "  L i k e w i s e ,
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com p lete  adherence t o  m y st ic ism , o r  a w orsh ip  o f  m y st ic ism  

would le a d  to  th e  death  o f  th e  human b e in g .  The p erson  

who s e e k s  o n ly  t h e  m y s t i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e  o r  th e  peak e x p e r i 

ence i s  t h e r e f o r e  w i l l i n g  t o  f o r f e i t  h i s  l i f e .  He s e e s  

o n ly  one supreme good in  l i f e  which i s  th e  f u l l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

o f  h i s  c r a v in g  f o r  th e  peak e x p e r ie n c e ,  and he becomes 

ve ry  much l i k e  th e  sophomores who spend so much tim e d i s 

c u s s in g  th e  meaning o f  l i f e  t h a t  th e y  n ev er  have th e  

o p p o r tu n ity  to  l i v e  i t .  The tr u e  meaning o f  l i f e  i s  found  

in  th e  w orld  and not i n  t h e  in d iv id u a l  organism  (P ra n k l,  1 9 6 6 ) .

The m y s t i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  not in  th e  world; i t  i s  in  

th e  u n iv e r s e .  I f  we attem pt to  e x i s t  s o l e l y  in  th e  u n iv e r s e  

we become to o  b i g  f o r  th e  w o r ld ,  t o o b i g  f o r  l i f e  and i t  i s  

im p o s s ib le  f o r  us to  respond to  l i f e ’ s c a l l  t o  us;  and 

l i v i n g  i s  resp o n d in g  t o  l i f e ' s  c a l l .  I t  i s  b e in g  r e s p o n s iv e  

and r e s p o n s ib le .  There I s  a s  much danger o f  m is s in g  l i f e ' s  

c a l l  t o  us by becom ing to o  b ig  f o r  l i f e  a s  th e r e  i s  by 

wrapping o u r s e l v e s  in  a cacoon o f  r i t u a l i s m  and law . I d e a l l y ,  

t h e r e  sh ou ld  be a way i n  which we are a b le  to  e x p e r ie n c e  

th e  grandeur o f  th e  m y s t i c a l  and s t i l l  m a in ta in  our r e l a 

t i o n s h i p  w ith  th e  s o l i d  e a r th  o f  which we are f o r e v e r  a 

p a r t .
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I t  was w ith  th e  above i n  mind t h a t  Maslow d e v e lo p ed  a 

d i f f e r e n t  o u t lo o k  toward th e  c o d i f i e r s  and th e  r i t u a l i z e r s .  

He r e c o g n iz e d  th e  d an gers  in h e r e n t  i n  j o i n i n g  th e  r i t u a l 

i z e r s  o r  th e  m y s t i c s  e n t i r e l y ,  and even  th e  te m p ta t io n  o f  

s w it c h in g  back and f o r t h  in  a l l e g i a n c e  from one t o  th e  

o t h e r .  The two p o l e s  a r e  not n e c e s s a r i l y  m u tu a lly  

e x c l u s i v e .  E a r l i e r ,  I  had o c c a s io n  to  r e f e r  to  th e  

p r i e s t s  a s  p e o p le  which l i v e d  in  b oth  s p h e r e s ,  th e  m y s t i c a l  

and th e  mundane. I s  I t  n o t p o s s i b l e  f o r  roost o f  u s ,  ev en  

I f  we cannot in h a b i t  both  s p h e r e s ,  a t  l e a s t  to  a p p r e c ia t e  

them? The h i s t o r y  o f  r e l i g i o n  answ ers t h i s  q u e s t io n  

e m p h a t ic a l ly  in  th e  a f f i r m a t i v e ,  tty  grandm other and c o u n t

l e s s  o t h e r s  d id  s ta n d  and weep a t  th e  r e c i t a t i o n  o f  th e  

D e ca lo g u e . They l i v e d  t h e i r  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  both  s p h e r e s .  

What more p o w erfu l t e s t s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  are  n e c e s s a r y ?  

M aslow 's answ er to  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  a p p r e c ia t in g  both  s i d e s  

i s  a l s o  an a f f i r m a t i v e  on e . He (Maslow, 1970) d e s c r i b e s  

t h i s  a s  a " p la teau "  ty p e  o f  b e in g .

At th e  p r e s e n t  t h i s  p l a t e a u  ty p e  o f  b e in g  i s  a v e ry  

ra re  t h in g .  I t  i s  o b v io u s  to  any o b s e r v e r  o f  r e l i g i o n  or  

s c i e n c e  t h a t  in  b oth  f i e l d s  t h e r e  i s  a p r i e s t  v e r s u s  

proph et o r i e n t a t i o n .  In  th e  sp h ere  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  th e  p r i e s t
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o r i e n t a t i o n  h as been  a scen d an t f o r  many c e n t u r i e s .  Re

c e n t l y ,  w ith  th e  emergeance o f  such phenomena a s  th e  

" Jesu s  C h ild r e n ,"  i t  ap p ears  th a t  a r e b e l l i o n  i s  t a k in g  

p la c e  among t h o s e  who a re  s e e k in g  som eth ing  more than  

j u s t  r i t u a l  i n  r e l i g i o n .  However, a t  f i r s t  g la n c e ,  i t  

would appear t h a t  th e  r e b e l l i o n  i s  i n  f u l l  sw ing t o  th e  

"prophet" s id e  o f  th e  spectrum  and p la t e a u  b e in g  i s  com

p l e t e l y  b y -p a ss e d .

In  s c i e n c e ,  i t  can a l s o  be s a id  t h a t  th e  p r i e s t  v e r s u s  

p rop h et d ichotom y e x i s t s  w ith  th e  p r i e s t  a s  th e  h ard -n osed  

e m p i r i c i s t  and th e  p rop h et a s  th e  n o t to o  common dreamer. 

A gain , i n  s c i e n c e  i t  can be s a id  t h a t  th e  p r i e s t  has  

been  a scen d an t f o r  c e n t u r i e s .  In  b o th  f i e l d s ,  s c i e n c e  

and r e l i g i o n ,  a l l  th e  dan gers o f  th e  p r i e s t l y  work 

a tr o p h y in g  and becoming dogma h as come ab o u t. Thus, 

s c i e n c e  h as  had th e  s o b e r in g  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  la u g h in g  a t  

a Sem m elw eiss, n e g l e c t i n g  a F reud , w r i t i n g  o f f  a s  i r r e l e 

van t a Jam es, even  r e f u s i n g  to  examine s e r i o u s l y  th e  c la im s  

o f  th e  f o l l o w e r s  o f  Edgar C ayce. In  s c i e n c e ,  t o o ,  th e  

b a c k la s h  i s  b e in g  f e l t .  We now have th e  word " sc ien t ism "  

t o  d e s c r ib e  th e  dogma o f  l o g i c a l  p o s i t i v i s m ,  w hich has
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been  so  p o w er fu l  a t o o l  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  s c i e n c e .  Some 

o f  our b e s t  minds are  r e j e c t i n g  s c i e n c e  and s e e k in g  t h e i r  

v a lu e s  e ls e w h e r e ,  some In s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  w ays, but v e ry  

few  f i n d i n g  a v a lu e  framework th e y  can l i v e  w ith  In com fort  

(May, 1969* F ra n k l,  1 9 6 6 ) .

I t  can be p o s t u la t e d  t h a t  th e  " n oth in g  but" h y p o t h e s i s  

o f  men l e a v e s  a g r e a t  d e a l  la c k in g  (F ra n k l,  1 9 6 6 ) .  The 

p o s i t i v i s t s  and th e  r e d u c t i o n i s t s  In  p s y c h o lo g y  to o  

f r e q u e n t l y  c r e a t e  a model i n  which man i s  n o th in g  but 

a com puter, a s e t  o f  h a b i t s ,  a group o f  b e h a v io r s ,  an 

im p u lse  d r iv e n  organism  o r  n o th in g  but a n y th in g  th e  model 

r e q u ir e s  (van  Kaam, 1969)* The f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  such  

a t h in g  a s  r e l i g i o n ,  w h eth er  or  not I t  I s  an o b j e c t i v e  

r e a l i t y ,  w h eth er  o r  not God e x i s t s j  th e  mere f a c t  th a t  

r e l i g i o n  d oes  e x i s t  and th a t  th e  Idea  o f  God e x i s t s  sup

p o r t s  th e  n o t io n  t h a t  man a l s o  h as  s p i r i t u a l  a s p i r a t i o n s .  

But he i s  not "n oth ing" but s p i r i t u a l  a s p i r a t i o n s .  The 

term  s p i r i t u a l  a s p i r a t i o n  r e q u ir e s  some d e f i n i n g .  By 

s p i r i t u a l  a s p i r a t i o n ,  I  mean t h a t  man a s p i r e s  t o  som ething  

t h a t  i s  beyond h i m s e l f ,  but t h i s  som eth ing  i s  not m a t e r ia l .  

I t  must be a b s t r a c t  and i t  must be c a p a b le  o f  e l i c i t i n g  a
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g r e a t  d e a l  o f  l o y a l t y  from him, and I t  must be som eth in g  

th a t  he would want to  model h im s e l f  a f t e r .  Whether o r  

n ot man can a c h ie v e  t h i s  I d e a l  I s  v e r y  Im p ortan t, My 

c o n v i c t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h a t  which he a s p i r e s  t o  cannot be 

rea ch ed . I f  I t  c o u ld ,  man would come c l o s e  to  b e in g  

"n oth ing  but" s p i r i t u a l .

T h is  c o n c lu s io n  i s  c l e a r l y  u n te n a b le .  Man i s  

u n q u e s t io n a b ly  p h y s i c a l  and s p i r i t u a l  and i t  would be 

an e r r o r  f o r  me t o  a ttem p t t o  s tu d y  m y s e l f  w ith o u t  c o n s id 

e r in g  both  th e  p h y s i c a l  and th e  s p i r i t u a l  a s p e c t s  o f  my 

b e in g .  I t  sh o u ld  be un d erstood  th a t  I  am n o t t r y i n g  t o  

r e v iv e  t h e  o ld  mind v e r s u s  body or  s o u l  v e r s u s  body d e b a te .  

That sh o u ld  have been put t o  r e s t  lo n g  ago . What I  am 

sa y in g  i s  t h a t  man i s  a unique whole made o f  perhaps an  

i n f i n i t e  number o f  i n t e r l o c k i n g  p i e c e s ,  and i f  one o f  

t h e s e  p i e c e s  i s  l e f t  o u t ,  th e  whole becomes a f a l s e  p i c t u r e .  

One o f  t h e s e  p i e c e s  w ith  which I  am p r e s e n t l y  concerned  

i s  b e in g  c a l l e d  th e  s p i r i t u a l  o r  th e  h o ly .  The f o r c e  o f  

t h e  word "holy" i n  th e  Hebrew, i s  t h a t  which e x i s t s  in  

th e  mundane but g i v e s  th e  mundane i t s  l i n k  w ith  Ood, who 

i s  th e  symbol o f  a l l  h o l i n e s s  o r  p e r f e c t  h o l i n e s s .  I t
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I s  o n ly  r e c e n t l y  b e in g  r e d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  i n  b o th  s c i e n c e  

and r e l i g i o n ,  th e  h o ly  e x i s t s  i n  th e  mundane (H e s c h e l ,  

1959)* T h is  i s  n o t  a s ta te m en t  o f  some ty p e  o f  p an th e ism  

which i s  an id e a  t h a t  i s  r e j e c t e d  f o r  th e  most p a r t  by 

th e  W estern r e l i g i o n s .  What i t  means i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  

a l i n k  betw een  th e  w o r ld ly  o r  th e  p h y s i c a l ,  i f  one p r e 

f e r s ,  and t h a t  which i s  c o n s id e r e d  th e  so u rc e  o f  h o l i n e s s ,  

God.

In  th e  Hebrew p r a y e r  book (H e r tz ,  1961) can be found  

b l e s s i n g s  f o r  v a r io u s  o c c a s i o n s .  Some o f  th e  o c c a s io n s  

a r e  "on p u t t in g  on new c lo t h e s ," " b e f o r e  e a t i n g  a m orse l  

o f  fo o d ,"  and " a f t e r  th e  a c t  o f  e l i m in a t i o n ."  These  

p a r t i c u l a r  exam ples were ch o sen  t o  sharpen our aw aren ess  

t h a t  th e  most mundane o r  th e  most p h y s i c a l  a c t s  and 

o c c a s io n s  have a b l e s s i n g  a t t a c h e d  to  them. H esch e l  (1 9 5 9 )  

im p l ie s  t h a t  t h e s e  b l e s s i n g s  were not a t ta c h e d  t o  our  

p h y s i c a l  a c t s  J u s t  f o r  th e  sake o f  h av in g  b l e s s i n g s ,  but  

t h a t  th e  tr u e  meaning beh in d  them i s  t o  keep u s  e v e r  

aware t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an e lem en t o f  h o l i n e s s  i n  e v e r y  a c t  

we perform  and i n  e v e r y  t h in g  t h a t  e x i s t s .  The h o ly  does  

e x i s t  i n  th e  p r o fa n e ;  th a t  i s  th e  p r o fa n e  can be e l e v a t e d  

t o  h o l i n e s s .  T h is  i s  what th e  g r e a t  s e e r s  saw and s t i l l
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do s e e  when t h e y  r e p o r t  t h e i r  v i s i o n s  o f  a " u n i t y "  i n  t h e  

u n i v e r s e .  J u d a i s m  h a s  s o u g h t  t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h i s  t y p e  o f  

e x p e r i e n c e  t o  a l l  men by way o f  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  which  a r e  

t o  be r e c i t e d  on a l l  t h e  v a r i o u s  o c c a s i o n s ,  a s  one m ethod .

S c i e n c e  d o e s  n o t  s p e a k  o f  God; a t  l e a s t  t h e  p h y s i c a l  

s c i e n c e s  do n o t ,  b u t  t h e  s c i e n t i s t  who s p e n d s  h i s  day  i n  

t h e  g o d l i k e  p o s t u r e  o f  l o o k i n g  down i n t o  a m ic r o s c o p e  c o u l d  

n o t  h e l p  b u t  be amazed by t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  n u c l e u s  o f  

t h e  a tom. He c o u l d  n o t  f i n d  words  t i n y  enough i n  m ean ing  t o  

d e s c r i b e  i t  and  so  he spoke  o f  t h e  " s o l a r  sy s te m "  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

o f  t h e  a tom. He d e s c r i b e d  t h e  i n f i n i t e s i m a l  by u se  o f  t e r m s  

t h a t  v e r g e  on t h e  i n f i n i t e .  Or t h e  p h y s i c i s t s  who a r e  p r e s e n t l y  

t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a t h e o r y  o f  a n t i - m a t t e r  which  seems t o  work i n  

j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  m anner  f ro m  m a t t e r  i t s e l f ,  seem t o  be g e t t i n g  

i n t o  a s p h e r e  t h a t  may h a v e  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  by some a s  m y s t i c a l .  

T h e r e  a r e  some who b e l i e v e  t h a t  f o r  e v e r y  p a r t i c l e  o f  m a t t e r  

t h e r e  e x i s t s  somewhere i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e  i t s  a n t i p a r t i c l e .  Some 

would  f i n d  t h e  s t a t e m e n t ,  "The f a c t  i s  we must  a d m i t  we have  

no c o n c l u s i v e  p r o o f  t h a t  any o b j e c t  i n  t h e  h e a v e n s  i s  composed 

o f  m a t t e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n t i m a t t e r  ( A l f v e n ,  1967* p .  1 1 2 . )  

t o  be q u i t e  a p p e a l i n g ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  m ig h t  c o n s i d e r
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I t  on th e  same p la n e  a s  a s t r a l  p r o j e c t i o n ,  a f i e l d  w ith  

w hich I  would a l s o  be w i l l i n g  to  tem per my s k e p t ic i s m  w ith  

t o l e r a n c e .  However, i f  one i s  w i l l i n g  t o  r i s k  s t r e t c h i n g  

h i s  im a g in a t io n  to  a m inute d e g r e e ,  th e  s i m i l a r i t y  betw een  

th e  sym m etr ica l  th e o r y  o f  m a tte r  and a n t im a t t e r  b e a r s  a 

most s t r i k i n g  resem blan ce  t o  th e  P la t o n ic  th e o r y  o f  th e  

tr u e  o r  i d e a l  p r o to ty p e  o f  e v e r y th in g  e x i s t i n g  somewhere 

in  " h e a v e n ."

Thus, i t  can be s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  purpose  o f  th e  c o d i f i e r s  

in  r e l i g i o n  i s  t o  b r in g  t o  t h o s e  who have not e x p e r ie n c e d  

t h e  m y s t i c a l  a v e h i c l e  by which to  g l im p se  th e  u n i t y  o f  

t h e  u n iv e r s e  th a t  h as  been  s e e n  by th e  m y s t ic  ( S t a c e ,  i 9 6 0 ) .  

L ik e w ise  i t  i s  th e  purpose  o f  th e  e m p i r i c i s t  i n  s c i e n c e  

t o  t r a n s l a t e  th e  id e a s  and h y p o th e s e s  o f  th e  v i s i o n a r i e s  

i n t o  w orkable  t e c h n o l o g i e s .  The e m p i r i c i s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

must a l s o  be a b le  t o  l i v e  in  b o th  w o r ld s .  He must understand  

th e  v i s i o n a r y  and h i s  v i s i o n s  and he must a l s o  have th e  

a b i l i t y  t o  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  d e f in e  th e  v i s i o n s ,  reduce them, 

and d e v e lo p  a te c h n o lo g y  which would g iv e  humanity a sh are  

o f  t h e s e  v i s i o n s .  I t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  th e  e m p i r i c i s t ,  a k in  

t o  th e  p r i e s t ,  p la y s  no secon d ary  r o l e .  H is  t a s k  i s  a 

fo r m id a b le  o n e ,  In d eed , and rare  i s  th e  man who has such



www.manaraa.com

20

an a b i l i t y .  May (1 9 6 7 )  im p l ie s  t h e s e  same q u a l i t i e s ,  

a lth o u g h  he seem s t o  p la c e  h im s e l f  i n  g r e a t e r  k in s h ip  w ith  

th e  v i s i o n a r i e s .  In  e i t h e r  c a s e ,  i t  i s  a sad m ista k e  to  

p e r c e iv e  th e  p rop h et and p r i e s t  in  o p p o s i t io n  t o  one a n o th er  

b eca u se  th e  i d e a l  c o o p e r a t io n  b etw een  t h e s e  two f o r c e s  

would r e s u l t  i n  g i v i n g  mankind, i n  th e  c a s e  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  

th e  a b i l i t y  t o  p e r c e iv e  th e  wonder and awe o f  th e  magni

f i c e n t  o r d e r  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e  through  th e  law s and r i t u a l s  

s e t  down by th e  p r i e s t s  in  t h e i r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  

p r o p h e t s .  In  th e  c a s e  o f  s c i e n c e  i t  would g iv e  mankind 

th e  b e n e f i t s  o f  th e  wonders s e e n  by th e  v i s i o n a r i e s  and 

g iv e n  u t i l i t a r i a n  f u n c t io n  through th e  te c h n o lo g y  o f  

th e  e m p i r i c i s t s .  I t  i s  my c o n t e n t io n  th a t  one o f  th e  

main o b s t a c l e s  In  th e  p a th  o f  t h i s  d e s i r e d  end has been  

a m isu n d ers ta n d in g  o f  th e  con cep t  o f  v a lu e s  and a m is

p lacem ent o f  v a lu e s  by w e s te r n  s o c i e t y  and r e f l e c t e d  in  

the  problem s o f  b o th  r e l i g i o n  and th e  b e h a v io r a l  s c i e n c e s .

In  k e e p in g  w ith  t h a t  b e l i e f ,  d e s p i t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  I  

am a s c i e n t i s t  and i d e n t i f y  a s  su ch , I  do not r e f r a i n  

from making " va lu e  Judgments" i n  t h i s  s tu d y .  As w i l l  be 

s e e n ,  t h e r e  are  v a lu e  u n d erp in n in g s  i n  th e  v a r io u s  sy s tem s  

and t h e o r i e s  o f  p s y c h o lo g y .  These are  i d e n t i f i a b l e
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but seldom  made e x p l i c i t  by th e  t h e o r i s t .  These u n d e r ly in g  

v a lu e s  have s e r v e d  a s  a h id d en  agenda in  many i n s t a n c e s  

c a u s in g  sch ism s and f r a c t i o n a l i z a t i o n s  i n  v a r io u s  s c h o o l s ,  

y e t  th e y  are  r a r e l y  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  c a u s e s .  By p r o c la im in g  

the v a lu e s  t h a t  I  h o ld  and making them p a r t  o f  th e  "hidden  

agenda” , i t  i s  my hope th a t  both  ad m irers  and c r i t i c s  o f  

t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  e v a lu a t e  i t  i n  th o s e  term s and th a t  we 

may a l l  reach  a more com p lete  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  t a s k s  

i n  which we are  engaged .
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C hapter  I I  

The Problem o f  S c ie n c e  

In  o r d e r  t o  a c h ie v e  th e  ends which a re  so  f e r v e n t l y  

d e s i r e d  by s c i e n c e ,  to  b u i ld  a w o r ld ,

" in  which p e o p le  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  w ith o u t  q u a r r e l in g ,  

m a in ta in  th e m s e lv e s  by p rod u cin g  th e  fo o d ,  s h e l t e r ,  

and c l o t h i n g  th e y  n eed , e n jo y  th e m s e lv e s  and c o n t r i 

b u te  t o  th e  enjoym ent o f  o th e r s  in  a r t ,  m u s ic ,  l i t e r a 

t u r e ,  and games, consume o n ly  a r e a so n a b le  p a r t  o f  

th e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  th e  w orld  and add a s  l i t t l e  a s  p o s s i b l e  

t o  i t s  p o l l u t i o n ,  b ea r  no more c h i ld r e n  th an  can be 

r a i s e d  d e c e n t l y ,  c o n t in u e  t o  e x p lo r e  th e  w orld  around  

them and d i s c o v e r  b e t t e r  ways o f  d e a l in g  w ith  I t ,  and 

come to know themselves accuratelv. and. therefore.
u * •> ■»

manage th e m s e lv e s  e f f e c t i v e l y  (S k in n e r ,  1971* P« 2 1 4 ) ,"  

s c i e n c e  must be w i l l i n g  to  ta k e  a lo n g ,  hard lo o k  a t  I t s e l f .  

There can be no q u e s t io n  t h a t  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  advan ces in  

th e  l a s t  c e n tu r y  have been  s t a g g e r in g  to  th e  im a g in a t io n .

The ad van ces  i n  m ed ic in e  have g iv e n  us lo n g e r  l i v e s ,  

u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  n u c le a r  en erg y  and s o l a r  en ergy  prom ise  

u n l im it e d  power s o u r c e s ,  t h e  advan ces In th e  b e h a v io r a l  

s c i e n c e s  e n a b le  p e o p le  to  l i v e  f u l l e r  e x i s t e n c e s .  I t  t h e r e f o r e
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becomes a l l  th e  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  su g g e s t  th a t  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  

e s ta b l i s h m e n t  change. But i t  must a l s o  be r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  

each  advance in  s c ie n c e  has d e s ir e d  e f f e c t s  and u n d es ired  

e f f e c t s .  The f a c t  th a t  p e o p le  a re  l i v i n g  lo n g e r  has  

g iv e n  r i s e  t o  th e  problem s o f  what are  we to  do w ith  our  

s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  and how are p h y s ic ia n s  and b e h a v io r a l  

s c i e n t i s t s  to  t r e a t  th e  problem s t h a t  accompany o ld  a g e .  

N u clear  en ergy  can be u sed  to  p r o v id e  power f o r  an e n t i r e  

c i t y  o r  t o  d e s tr o y  th a t  same m u n ic ip a l i t y .  T each ing  

v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f  m e n ta l ly  o r  e m o t io n a l ly  damaged p e o p le  

t o  f u n c t io n  a l s o  im proves t h e i r  ch an ces  to  reproduce  

and unbalance th e  p r o c e s s  o f  n a tu r a l  s e l e c t i o n .  In a l l  

o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  the  q u e s t io n  o f  v a lu e s  comes t o  th e  f o r e .

I t  i s  in  t h i s  area  th a t  a s c i e n c e  must r e c o n s id e r  i t s  

s t a n c e .

P o la n y i  (1 9 5 8 )  su g g e s te d  th a t  a l l  o f  s c i e n c e  r e 

examine i t s e l f  and change in  v a r io u s  ways. In  t h i s  s tu d y  

I  am concerned  p r im a r i ly  w ith  th e  b e h a v io r a l  s c i e n c e s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  p sy c h o lo g y .  Bakan (1967)*  Maslow (1 9 6 4 ) ,  

and o th e r s  have c a l l e d  f o r  changes in  both  th e  m ethodology  

o f  p sy ch o lo g y  and th e  a d m i s s a b i l i t y  o f  data  in t o  p sy c h o lo g y .
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By c a l l i n g  f o r  a change in  m eth odology , a v a lu e  i s  b e in g  

e x p r e s s e d .  I t  i s  argued th a t  most o f  th e  s t a t i s t i c a l  

m ethodology used  te n d s  to  wash out in d iv id u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  

and in d iv id u a l  f u n c t io n in g .  These are p r e c i s e l y  th e  d ata  

th a t  we do not want to  l o s e ,  y e t  p sy ch o lo g y  has been  l o s i n g  

t h i s  d a ta  f o r  many y e a r s .  The v a lu e  i s  s h i f t i n g  from a 

d a ta  o r i e n t a t i o n  to  an i n d iv i d u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  T h is  can  

be compared t o  th e  s h i f t  in  l i t e r a t u r e  th a t  occu rred  

w ith  Death o f  a Salesm an ( M i l l e r ,  1958), in  which th e  

hero o f  a tra g e d y  was not a k in g  o r  nobleman but r a th e r  

an o rd in a r y  man. L i t e r a t u r e  r e c o g n iz e d  th a t  th e  common 

man i s  im portant enough to  be a "h ero ."  That a r t  i s  

f r e q u e n t ly  a g e n e r a t io n  ahead o f  s c i e n c e  i s  im p lie d  by 

May (1969)* By arg u in g  f o r  th e  ex p a n s io n  o f  th e  adm is-  

s a b i l i t y  o f  da ta  in t o  p s y c h o lo g y ,  a n o th er  v a lu e  i s  b e in g  

e x p r e s s e d  which i s  v e r y  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  v a lu e  

J u st  d i s c u s s e d .  P eop le  do have p e r s o n a l  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  i t  

i s  argued . These e x p e r ie n c e s  sh ou ld  be s tu d ie d  w hether  

th e y  are  m y s t i c a l  in  n a tu r e ,  p e r c e p t u a l ,  c o g n i t i v e ,  

r e l i g i o u s ,  o r  a n y th in g  e l s e .  A l lp o r t  (1 9 5 0 )  argued th a t  

each  member o f  a g iv e n  r e l i g i o n  had h i s  own p e r s o n a l  i n 
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t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  and a thou san d  p e o p le  g a th e re d  

t o g e t h e r  under th e  same r o o f  and p r a y in g  th e  same p r a y e r ,  

ea ch  had h i s  own in d iv i d u a l  e x p e r ie n c e  i n  p r a y in g .  T h is  

ty p e  o f  h i g h ly  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r ie n c e  sh o u ld  be made a d m lssa b le  

a s  v a l i d  d a ta  f o r  p s y c h o lo g y  t o  s tu d y .  One r e a so n  f o r  

which t h i s  h a s  been  r e s i s t e d  i s  t h a t  i t  would ta k e  us  

d e e p ly  i n t o  th e  a r ea  o f  p e r s o n a l  and i n d iv i d u a l  v a l u e s .  

P sy c h o lo g y ,  a s  a s c i e n c e ,  h a s  u n d ers ta n d a b ly  w ish ed  t o  

m a in ta in  a v a l u e - f r e e  s t a n c e .

The p o in t  o f  v iew  e x p r e s s e d  h ere  i s  t h a t  s c i e n c e  

l o s e s  much by i n s i s t i n g  upon m a in ta in in g  i t s  v a l u e - f r e e  

o r  am oral s t a t u s .  My c o n t e n t io n  i s  t h a t  a lth o u g h  th e  

g a in s  made by s c i e n c e  have been g r e a t ,  th e  l o s s e s  i t  has  

s u s t a in e d  h a s  a l s o  been g r e a t .  By rem ain in g  v a l u e - f r e e ,  

many s c i e n t i s t s  seem t o  ta k e  a p o s i t i o n  o f  s c i e n c e  b e in g  

v a l u e - l e s s .  By " v a l u e - l e s s " ,  X do not mean t o  Imply t h a t  

s c i e n c e  h as  no v a lu e ,  r a th e r  what i s  meant i s  t h a t  s c i e n c e  

i s  th o u g h t  t o  be a system  i n  which v a lu e  judgm ents have  

no p l a c e .  I t  i s  th e  a d m iss io n  o f  v a lu e s  and v a lu e  

Judgments t o  th e  a r ea  o f  s c i e n c e  w ith  which I  am con cern ed .

I  must a l s o  ta k e  th e  p o in t  o f  v ie w  th a t  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  

rem ain in g  " v a lu e - fr e e "  i s  i n  i t s e l f  a v a lu e  on th e  p a r t  o f
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s c i e n c e .  F or s c i e n c e  t o  have ad op ted  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s ta n c e  

was v e ry  im portant f o r  th e  advancement o f  t h i s  f i e l d .  As 

was a lr e a d y  n o ted  e c c l e s t i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  have in  th e  p a s t ,  

and s t i l l  do , hamper th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  s c i e n c e .  A lso  s e c u la r  

a u t h o r i t i e s ,  such a s  government and b u s in e s s  f r e q u e n t ly  

c o n t r o l  th e  p u rse  s t r i n g s  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h .  The 

s c i e n t i s t  a s  an i n d iv i d u a l  c e r t a i n l y  h a s  o p in io n s  and con

v i c t i o n s  in  b o th  r e l i g i o u s  and s e c u l a r  m a t te r s ,  but he i s  

d e d ic a te d  t o  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  work. T h e ir  work i s  a cause  

o r  c a l l i n g  beyond th e m s e lv e s  and i t  i s  through  t h e i r  work 

t h a t  th e y  become s e l f - a c t u a l i z i n g  in  M aslow 's ( 1 9 6 6 ) ter m s,  

o r  i t  i s  th e  s c i e n t i s t ' s  way o f  f u l f i l l i n g  a " w i l l  to  

m eaning” in  F r a n k l ' s  ( 1 9 6 6 ) term s. In  any c a s e  th e  s c i e n t i s t  

and th e  s c i e n t i f i c  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  h a s  made a v a lu e  c h o ic e  

fbr w h ich , i f  we a c c e p t  Maslow and F r a n k l ,  th e  s c i e n t i s t  

cannot be f a u l t e d .  He h as ch o se n  t o  l i v e  w ith  a m eaning, 

and perhaps th e  e a s i e s t  and most p a r s im o n io u s  path  open  

t o  him was to  p r o c la im  h i s  d i s c i p l i n e  a s  v a l u e - f r e e .

F o l lo w in g  t h i s  " v a lu e - f r e e "  v a lu e  t o  what i s  adm it

t e d l y  an e x trem e , but an extrem e which i s  w e l l  w i t h in  

th e  memory span o f  most o f  u s ,  we can r e c a l l  th e  r e l a t i v e
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e a se  w ith  which a s c i e n t i s t  who was p rod u cin g  h i s  b e s t  

f o r  N azi Germany co u ld  then  tu rn  and c o n t in u e  h i s  work 

f o r  Communist R u ss ia  o r  D em ocratic  Am erica, depending  

upon who was th e  c a p to r .  We can a l s o  remember th e  

f r i g h t e n in g  s c e n e s  o f  world renowned s c i e n t i s t s  cow ering  

b e fo r e  S en a to r  Joseph  McCarthy's Committee on Unamerican 

A c t i v i t i e s ,  f o r  f e a r  th e y  would no lo n g e r  be a l lo w e d  to  

work. While t h e r e  are  g low in g  exam ples o f  s c i e n t i s t s  

who r e fu s e d  to  be c a j o le d  and in t im id a t e d ,  i t  seems th a t  on 

th e  w h ole , th e  s c i e n t i f i c  world i s  more concerned  w ith  

b ein g  a b le  t o  work and produce than i t  i s  w ith  th e  m a tter  

o f  how th e  f r u i t s  o f  i t s  la b o r s  are  t o  be u t i l i z e d .

As was s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h i s  c h o ic e  i s  a v a lu e  c h o ic e ,  

and one which i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  argue a g a i n s t ,  f o r  who 

would w ish  to  ta k e  from a man h i s  meaning in  l i f e ,  but  

i t  must a l s o  be r e c o g n iz e d  th a t  i t  i s  a o n e s id e d  v a lu e .

I t  i s  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  p r i e s t  which i s  to  e s t a b l i s h  a 

p r a c t i c e ,  and h a s  become co rru p ted  to  f u l l y  n e g le c t  th e  

•value o f  th e  prophet which s e e k s  t o  be a u n i f y in g  p r i n c i p l e ,  

and i s  more i d e a l i s t i c ,  and t h e r e f o r e  vague.

In  th e  t w e n t ie t h  c e n tu r y ,  th e  s c i e n t i s t  has been th e
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p r i e s t  f o r  Western C i v i l i z a t i o n .  As such he has l e d  th e  

way f o r  much o f  s o c i e t y  to  c o n s id e r  v a lu e  judgm ents a s  

somehwat n a iv e  and u n s o p h is t i c a t e d .  I t  i s  now d i f f i c u l t  

to  f i n d  an educated  p e r so n  w i l l i n g  to  make a s tr o n g  v a lu e  

Judgment p u b l i c l y .  D e s p ite  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  w orld  i s  

s e e k in g  some v a lu e  system  upon which t o  base  i t s  e x i s t e n c e ,  

s o c i e t y  h as  l a r g e l y  adopted the  o n e - s id e d  v a lu e  system  o f  

th e  p r i e s t  and n e g le c t e d  th e  p r o p h e t ic  p u rp oses  beyond th e  

r i t u a l s  l a i d  down f o r  i t .  Now, p e o p le  become co n fu sed  

a s  to  what a v a i l  are  even  th e  r i t u a l s ,  f o r  th e  meanings  

behind them have been f o r g o t t e n ,  and th e y  are  in  a s t a t e  

o f  v a l u e l e s s n e s s . *

Examples o f  t h i s  can be se en  in  our e d u c a t io n a l  

sy stem . T h is  to o  has f a l l e n  prey  to  r e d u c t io n a l i s m .

The co n cep t seems t o  be t h a t  a man i s  "n oth ing  but" a d o c to r ,  

a la w y er , a p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  e t c .  ad in f in i t u m .  K(y p e r so n a l

*H ere, I  must admit th a t  my use o f  th e  word v a l u e l e s s n e s s  i s  
a v a lu e  Judgment on my p a r t .  As w i l l  be s e e n ,  t h e r e  are  
v a lu e s  by which p e o p le  a c t ,  but i t  i s  my b e l i e f  t h a t  th e s e  
are  s u b - v a lu e s ,  o r  perhaps D -C o g n it io n s  (Maslow, 1 9 6 8 ) .
My argument i s  f o r  u n iv e r s a l  v a lu e s  th a t  tra n sc en d  the  
i n d iv i d u a l  both  te m p o r a l ly  and s p a t i a l l y .
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e x p e r ie n c e  h as  shown me t h a t  to o  many o f  my younger c o l l e a g u e s  

know a lm ost n o th in g  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  o f  th e  c l a s s i c s ,  o f  

p h i lo s o p h y ,  o f  p h y s i c s .  U n i v e r s i t i e s  seem t o  have become 

com p artm enta lized  p r o f e s s i o n a l  tra d e  s c h o o l s .  May (1 9 6 5 )  

im p l ie s  th a t  Europe i s  more p r o d u c t iv e  o f  new t h e o r i e s  than  

th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  b ecau se  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  a re  g iv e n  more 

e d u c a t io n  in  p h i lo s o p h y ,  h i s t o r y ,  m ytho log y , e t c .  He 

f u r t h e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i t  i s  from such s t r e t c h i n g  o f  th e  mind 

t h a t  p rod u ces  r ic h  and o r i g i n a l  th e o r y .  Here we en co u n ter  

th e  c la s h in g  o f  two v a lu e  sy stem s;  on one hand, th e  American  

v a lu e  system  em p h asiz in g  a c t i o n  o r  t e c h n o lo g y ,  and on th e  

o t h e r  hand, a v a lu e  Bystem em p h asiz in g  more l e i s u r e l y  s tu d y ,  

c o n te m p la t io n ,  and com parison o f  many d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s  o f  

knowledge and wisdom. In  May's v iew , th e  American system  

f a l l s  s h o r t .  However, i t  i s  not th e  e d u c a t io n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  

a lo n e  th a t  must b ear  th e  burden o f  th e  v a lu e  vacuum to d a y ,  

a s  can be seen  in  F rankl ( 1 9 6 3 )# who s e e s  th e  same problem  

o f  la c k  o f  v a lu e s  i n  Europe a s  w e l l  a s  in  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .

In  an o th er  c o n t e x t ,  May ( 1 9 6 9 ) d i s c u s s e s  t h i s  s t a t e  

o f  v a lu e le B B n ess  i n  th e  s e x u a l  sphere  o f  l i f e .  D e s p ite  

th e  r a th e r  b l a s e '  a t t i t u d e  toward s e x  which i s  rampant



www.manaraa.com

i n  the  Western w orld  to d a y , se x  rem ains a most im portant  

pa rt  o f  th e  human make-up and an e n t i t y  th a t  demands 

s o c i e t y ' s  co n cern . In h eren t to  s e x u a l i t y  i s  th e  power  

to  g iv e  l i f e  and th e  power to  tak e  l i f e .  The power to  

g iv e  l i f e  and a l l  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and commitment 

in v o lv e d  i s  o b v io u s  and need not be d i s c u s s e d .  The 

power t o  tak e  l i f e  i s  somewhat more com plex, but i t  i s  

th e r e  n e v e r t h e l e s s .  B ecause o f  th e  d ra m a tic ,  a c t i v e  

q u a l i t y  o f  th e  se x  a c t ,  i t s  im portance o f  g i v in g  o n e s e l f  

f u l l y  t o  th e  p a r tn e r  i s  s a l i e n t l y  r e a l i z e d .  I f  one does  

n o t  g iv e  h im s e l f  f u l l y  t o  h i s  p a r tn e r ,  i f  he d oes not  

' ' l e t  h im s e l f  go ,"  th e  b ea u ty  o f  th e  s e x  a c t  p a l e s  and 

becomes o n ly  a p h y s i c a l  r e l e a s e ,  i f  r e l e a s e  i s  found a t  

a l l  under th o s e  c ir c u m sta n c e s .  As su ch , th e  s e x  a c t  d oes  

take life for at the moment of fulfillment, one no 

lo n g e r  in  c o n t r o l  o f  h im s e l f ;  he has g iv e n  h im s e l f  up, 

and a s  th e  French s a y ,  "the l i t t l e  death" has o ccu rred .

For t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  th e  p o t e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t iv e n e s s  and 

d e s t r u c t iv e n e s s  which in h e r e  in  th e  s e x  a c t ,  s o c i e t i e s  

from th e  b e g in n in g  o f  h i s t o r y  (Cam pbell, 1970) to  th e  

p r e s e n t  have a ttem p ted  t o  put some c o n t r o l s  on human 

s e x u a l i t y .  Sex haB been v a lu e d  and s o c i e t y  has r ec o g n ize d
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I t s  v a lu e s ,  both  p o s i t i v e l y  and n e g a t i v e l y .

However, a s  May (1 9 6 9 )  d e s c r i b e s ,  th e  p erv a d in g  v a lu e  

o f  tod ay  in  th e  s e x u a l  sphere  i s  t h a t  o f  th e  p r i e s t  o r  

t e c h n o l o g i s t .  The co n cep t  o f  making lo v e  w ith  somebody, 

which im p l ie s  a one to  one r e l a t i o n s h i p  in  which th e  

p r e v a le n t  f e e l i n g  i s  t h a t  o f  lo v e  o r  u n i t y  w ith  th e  lo v ed  

o n e , i s  p r e s e n t l y  d ev a lu ed . I n s t e a d ,  th e  em phasis i s  

p la c e d  upon t e c h n iq u e .  We a re  i n s t r u c t e d  in  th e  cookbooks  

o f  lo v e  th a t  are  f l o o d i n g  th e  market to d a y , Ju st  which  

b u tto n  t o  p r e s s  a t  which tim e in  o rd er  t o  a c h ie v e  th e  

b e s t  r e sp o n se .  I t  can be argued t h a t  u s in g  th e  b e s t  

te c h n iq u e  i s  an a c t  o f  lo v e  b eca u se  through t h e s e  t e c h 

n iq u e s  we are g i v in g  our  p a r tn e r  th e  most p l e a s u r e .  But 

I  cannot h e lp  but f e e l  th a t  th e r e  i s  a h o l lo w  r in g  to  th a t  

argum ent. S k inn er  (1 9 3 5 )  has c o g e n t ly  p o in te d  out and 

made u s  v e r y  aware th a t  th e  resp o n se  we g e t  from a n o th er  

i s  r e in fo r ce m en t  f o r  o u r s e l v e s .  I t  seems to  me, from my 

p e r s o n a l  v a lu e  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  th a t  th e  p e r so n  who c o n s c io u s ly  

a t te m p ts  to  e l i c i t  v a r io u s  r e sp o n s e s  from h i s  mate during  

th e  a c t  o f  lo v e  i s  r e i n f o r c i n g  h i m s e l f ,  and i n  r e a l i t y  i s  

g i v in g  way t o  a "Don Juan" com plex, r e p e a t in g ly  p r o v in g  to
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h im s e l f  what a cap ab le  l o v e r  he I s .  As a t e c h n i c i a n  o f  

l o v e ,  I  can n e v e r  " lo s e  m yself"  In  th e  a c t  o f  lo v e .  I  

must rem ain e v e r  c o n s c io u s  o f  th e  r e sp o n s e s  my m a n ip u la t io n s  

are e l i c i t i n g .  But th e  peak e x p e r ie n c e  i n  th a t  o f  f u s in g  

o n e s e l f  a l s o  f in d in g  o n e s e l f  (May, 1 9 6 9 )* which would seem 

t o  be im p o s s ib le  i f  I  must be aware a t  a l l  t im e s  o f  my 

b u tto n -p u s h in g  b e h a v io r .  F o l lo w in g  t h i s  model o f  cookbook  

lovem ak in g , I  would ten d  t o  d e p e r s o n a l iz e  my p a r tn e r  and 

not have th e  lo v e  e x p e r ie n c e  th a t  i s  i d e a l l y  p o s s i b l e  in  

the lo v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The gloomy f a c t  t h a t  we are l e f t  

w ith  i s  t h a t  even  so  p e r s o n a l  an e x p e r ie n c e  a s  th e  a c t  o f  

lo v e  has become reduced to  a "noth ing but" s t im u lu s  and 

resp o n se  type  s i t u a t i o n .  Sex h a s ,  i n  many w ays, become 

J u st  a n o th er  r i t u a l i z e d  te c h n o lo g y .

The above d o es  not im ply an a n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r  a n t i -  

s c i e n t i f i c  a t t i t u d e ,  nor i s  i t  an a ttem p t to  d im in ish  the  

work o f  so  many o f  our s c i e n t i s t s  such a s  K in se y (1 9 6 5 ) 

o r  M asters and Johnson ( 1 9 6 6 ) .  C e r t a in ly ,  th e  knowledge  

th e y  have g iv e n  us i s  im portant and can h e lp  f r e e  us from  

u n r e a l i s t i c  f e a r s ,  and r e s u l t  in  ou r  l i v e s  becoming f u l l e r  

and r i c h e r .  Knowing th e  system s o f  m eter  in  p o e tr y  need
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not d im in ish  my lo v e  o f  p o e t r y .  When I  read o r  r e c i t e  

a poem th a t  has g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  meaning t o  me, I  l e t  m y se lf  

go w ith  th e  poem and my f e e l i n g s  c a rry  me. I  am not aware 

o f  th e  a l l i t e r a t i o n s  o r  m etaphors, o r  m eter o f  th e  v e r s e ,

I  s im ply  f e e l  th e  f lo w  o f  th e  poem. Y e t ,  I  do d e s i r e  to  

have th e  t e c h n i c a l  knowledge o f  p o e t i c  c o n s t r u c t io n  w ith in  

my grasp  f o r  I  am not " n oth in g  but" f e e l i n g  e i t h e r .  What 

would d e s tr o y  my lo v e  o f  p o e tr y  would be p a u s in g  a t  th e  

end o f  each l i n e  and a n a ly z in g  i t  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y .  I f  I  

were to  do th a t  I  cou ld  not become one w ith  th e  poem and 

cou ld  not become p a r t  o f  th e  meaning. E n te r in g  th e  a c t  

o f  lo v e  w ith  a r i t u a l i z e d  te c h n o lo g y  o f  lo v e  d oes j u s t  

t h a t ,  and i t  i s  t h i s  d e v a lu a t io n  o f  th e  f u s i o n  and u n i ty  

o f  th e  lo v e  p a r tn e r s  th a t  I  s e e  a s  dehum anizing th e  r e l a t i o n 

sh ip

The s c i e n t i f i c  e s ta b l is h m e n t  h a s ,  and I  b e l i e v e  not by 

d e s ig n ,  but by th e  very  f a c t  o f  i t s  s u c c e s s ,  been a l e a d in g  

fo r c e  in  th e  c o n fu s io n  o f  v a lu e s  and th e  c o r r u p t io n  o f  

\ a lu e s  in  th e  minds o f  much o f  th e  W estern s o c i e t y .  S c ie n c e  

has proven  i t s e l f  t o  be a most p o te n t  f o r c e  i n  th e  world o f  

to d a y . The s c i e n t i s t  i s  in  a p o s i t i o n  to  r e c o g n iz e  h i s
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p o te n c y  and u t i l i z e  i t  i n  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  mankind. The need  

i s  f e l t  f o r  s c ie n c e  to  a g a in  le a d  th e  way f o r  man by a d o p tin g  

a m oral system  o f  v a l u e s .  I  f u l l y  r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  th e  

s c i e n t i s t  by i n c l i n c a t i o n  and by t r a i n in g  d e a l s  i n  f a c t s  

which are  made o p e r a t io n a l  and m easurab le . I  a l s o  r e c o g n iz e  

th e  f a c t  th a t  v a lu e s  have n ot been o p e r a t i o n a l l y  d e f in e d ,  

and in d e e d ,  may n e v e r  b e .  But one can measure th e  number 

o f  d iv o r c e s  th a t  tak e  p la c e  each  y e a r .  One can measure th e  

number o f  s u i c i d e s ,  h o m ic id e s ,  s c h o o l  d r o p -o u ts ,  unemployed 

and unem ployable, em o tio n a l  and m ental breakdowns, runaways 

and a myriad o f  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  which p o in t  t o  s o c i a l  d i s 

o r g a n iz a t io n  in  th e  W estern w orld .

The q u e s t io n  t h a t  f a c e s  us a s  s c i e n t i s t s  and a s  members 

o f  t h i s  community I s  s h a l l  we J u st  measure th e s e  t h in g s  

beca u se  th e y  a re  m easurable  and le a v e  a record  f o r  fu tu r e  

s c i e n t i s t s  t o  put i n t o  te x tb o o k s  s a y in g ,  " t h i s  i s  what 

s o c i e t y  was l i k e  i n  th e  y e a r  1972 ."  There i s  a v a lu e  Judg

ment th a t  must be made c o n c er n in g  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  The 

Judgment i s  w hether  o r  not we ch o o se  to  do som ething about  

t h e  s t a t u s  quo. To me, and i t  i s  my v a lu e ,  the  answer  

must be th a t  som ething sh o u ld  be done and th e  u n d e r ly in g



www.manaraa.com

35

I s s u e  a t  s ta k e  h ere  i s  t h a t  t h e  v a lu e  vacuum p l a y s  no sm a ll  

p a r t  In  th e  s i t u a t i o n  a s  I t  now s ta n d s .  I t  I s  a l s o  f u l l y  

r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  th e  c o n s c io u s  t r a n s m is s io n  o f  va lueB  h as  

been  a f u n c t io n  o f  r e l i g i o n  and not a f u n c t i o n  o f  s c i e n c e ,  

however i f  s c i e n c e  h as  t h e  t o o l s  and th e  te c h n o lo g y  t o  be 

o f  s e r v i c e  to  r e l i g i o n  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  

i s  our  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  do s o .

I t  i s  n o ted  t h a t  Naslow (1 9 6 4 )  who was g r e a t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  

in  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  v a lu e s  and i n  r e l i g i o n ,  a r g u e s  f o r  c o m p le te ly  

abandoning th e  term  " r e l ig io n "  a s  i t  has been to o  g r e a t l y  

s u l l i e d ,  m inunderstood  and m ln ln t e r p r e te d .  Buber (1 9 5 2 )  

r e c o r d s  a s i m i l a r  d i s c u s s i o n  about th e  u se  o f  th e  word,

"God." I  would u t i l i z e  B u ber1b argument f o r  t h e  uBe o f  

t h e  word "God" i n  o p p o s in g  M aslow 's s u g g e s t io n .  The v e r y  

r e a s o n  t h a t  th e  word " r e l i g i o n ” i s  so  m isused  and m isunder

s to o d  i s  r ea so n  f o r  our  not abandoning i t .  I t  I s  t r u e  th a t  

i t  makes r e l i g i o n  more d i f f i c u l t  to  d e a l  w ith  in  a 

s c i e n t i f i c  manner, b eca u se  t h e r e  a r e  so  many m eanings  

a t ta c h e d  to  I t ,  but I t  a l s o  g i v e s  r e l i g i o n  th e  r ic h n e s s  

and th e  depth  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  th o u sa n d s o f  y e a r s  o f  

h i s t o r y  have bequeathed  i t .  I t  would be an i n j u s t i c e  t o  

l o s e  a l l  th e  r i c h n e s s  in v o lv e d  In  th e  word, and i t  would
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i n  th e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  p r e s e n t  a f a l s e  p i c t u r e .  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  

f o r  s c i e n c e ,  r e l i g i o n  p r e s e n t s  a garbled , c o n fu s in g  p i c t u r e ,  

but t h a t  i s  th e  e x i s t e n t i a l  r e a l i t y  o f  how r e l i g i o n  p r e s e n t s  

i t s e l f .  Ooodenough ( 1 9 6 5 ) r e c o g n iz e d  t h i s  when he s t a t e d ,

"the b u s in e s s  o f  th e  p s y c h o lo g y  o f  r e l i g i o n  i s  n o t t o  f i t  

r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r ie n c e s  i n t o  th e  p ig e o n h o le s  o f  Freud o r  

Jung o r  in t o  th e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  Q e s t a l t ,  o r  s t ir a u lu s -r e sp o n se  

o r  any o t h e r ,  but r a th e r  to  s e e  what th e  data  o f  r e l i g i o u s  

e x p e r ie n c e s  th e m s e lv e s ,  s u g g e s t  (p .  X I ) ."

I t  I s  my i n t e n t i o n  to  meet th e  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  

t h e m s e lv e s ,  a s  th e y  appear in  t h e i r  e x i s t e n t i a l  r e a l i t y  

and t r y  to  d i s c o v e r  what v a lu e  th e y  a re  s u g g e s t in g ,  t r a n s 

m i t t i n g  o r  o r d a in in g .  I  am e n t e r in g  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w ith  th e  

a d m it te d ly  p r e c o n c e iv e d  n o t io n  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  p r e s e n t s  t o  us  

a v a lu e  sy stem  and th a t  th o s e  v a lu e s  are  not l i m i t e d  tempor

a l l y  o r  s p a t i a l l y ,  but are  u n i v e r s a l  and e t e r n a l .  I  w i l l  

r e p e a t  th a t  th e  v a lu e s  a re  couched in  la w s ,  commandments, 

r i t u a l s  and myths th a t  are  t im e  bound, but a s  a s c i e n t i s t  i t  

i s  my duty to  sea rch  ou t  th e  u n d e r ly in g  v a lu e  and a s  a member 

o f  th e  fa m i ly  o f  man, t o  tr a n sm it  t h e s e  v a lu e s  to  o t h e r s .

Much has been s a id  about th e  in d iv i d u a l  r e l i g i o u s
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e x p e r ie n c e  {James, 1970 , A l l p o r t ,  1 9 5 0 ) ,  I  w i l l  be concerned  

w ith  th e  v a lu e  c o n c e p ts  which a r e  found in  th e  most p u b l ic  

o f  th e  p u b l ic  docum ents o f  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  "The 

B i b l e ."  In  d o in g  t h i s ,  I  am com p ly in g  w ith  a s u g g e s t io n  

o f  P ru y ser  (1969 )  th a t  th e  p sy c h o lo g y  o f  r e l i g i o n  must 

come t o  g r ip s  w ith  such p u b l ic  phenomena a s  t h e o r e t i c a l  

t r e a t i s e s  and l i t u r g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s .  I t  I b  my b e l i e f  

t h a t  v a lu e s  a re  a meaning t h a t  we f i n d  in  ou r  l i v e s .  They 

are  not som eth ing  t h a t  we im port i n t o  our  l i v e s  but are  

r e v e a le d  through l i f e .  A s i m i l a r  v iew  i s  ta k e n  by B a i l l i e  

{ 1 9 2 6 ) .  I  t r u s t  t h a t  by com bining s c i e n c e  and th e  v a lu e  

u n d erp in n in g s  found in  th e  r e l i g i o u s  t r e a t i s e s ,  th e  

s c i e n t i f i c  q u es t  f o r  knowledge w i l l  be e n r ic h e d  and w i l l  

f i n d  even  g r e a t e r  d i r e c t i o n ,  i t s  t e c h n o lo g y  w i l l  be s t r e n g t h 

e n e d , but not a t  th e  exp en se  o f  th e  human b e in g ,  and th e  

human c o n d i t io n  w i l l  be enhanced . The enhancement o f  th e  

human c o n d i t io n  w i l l  r e s u l t  from th e  f a c t  t h a t  v a lu e s  w i l l  

become r e s p e c t a b le  a g a in  and w i l l  be u n d ers to o d  in  a way 

r e le v a n t  t o  to d a y ,  and a l s o  by a s c i e n c e  t h a t  unashamedly  

c a r e s  and i s  w i l l i n g  t o  show i t s  c a r e  by a g r e a t e r  aw areness  

o f  human n eed s and a g r e a t e r  a l i v e n e s s  on i t s  own p a r t .
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C hapter  I I I  

E x i s t e n t i a l i s m ,  D eath , and L i f e  

R e l ig i o n  has heen  a s u b j e c t  o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  to  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  from Freud and b e f o r e ,  r ig h t  up to  S k in n er  

(1971)*  However, a s  p o in te d  o u t  by H i l t n e r  (19^7)> t h e r e  

h a s  been  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  em phasis  on a t t a c k in g  i t  o r  de

fe n d in g  i t ,  and v e ry  l i t t l e  upon u n d e r s ta n d in g  i t .  He 

im p l ie s  th a t  i n  a n a ly z in g  r e l i g i o n ,  th e  ten d e n c y  has been  

t o  a n a ly z e  i t  away. A n a ly s i s  f o r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  would be a 

much more f r u i t f u l  p u r s u i t .  He a l s o  p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t  a f t e r  

t h e  p s y c h o l o g i s t  h as  a n a ly z ed  h i s  r e l i g i o n  to  h i s  s a t i s 

f a c t i o n ,  i t  ap p ears  a s  i f  he d o e s  not know what t o  do w ith  

t h e  a n a l y s i s  and so  l e a v e b th e  f i e l d  presum ably f o r  g r e e n e r  

p a s t u r e s .  He a l s o  p o i n t s  ou t th a t  work i n  th e  p sy c h o lo g y  

o f  r e l i g i o n  h a s  been  l a r g e l y  a P r o t e s t a n t  u n d e r ta k in g .

T h is  s tu d y  i s  undertaken  w ith  a d e c id e d ly  J ew ish  p o in t  o f  

v iew , a lth o u g h  I  f e r v e n t l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  v a lu e s  w ith  

which I  am con cern ed  u n d e r l i e  a f u l l e r  l i f e  f o r  a man o f  

a n y  c r e e d .  On t h i s  p o in t  I  am i n  agreem ent w ith  A ldous  

H uxley ( 1 9 ^ )  who spoke o f  th e  " P e r e n n ia l  P h i lo s o p h y ,"  

a h i g h e s t  common f a c t o r  i n  a l l  r e l i g i o n s .
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Today th e r e  seems t o  be a renewed i n t e r e s t  in  th e  

p s y c h o l o g ic a l  s tu d y  o f  r e l i g i o n .  W ith in  p sy c h o lo g y  t h e r e  

seem s to  be th e  d e s i r e  t o  ta k e  up th e  m antle  and f i l l  th e  

v o id  th a t  P r a t t  (1 9 0 8 )  spoke o f  so lo n g  ago . " I f  th e  o ld  

a u t h o r i t a t i v e  fo u n d a t io n s  be shaken , i s  th e r e  r e a l l y  any  

o t h e r  b a se  t o  which r e l i g i o n  may s a f e l y  tu rn ?  These a r e ,  

a f t e r  a l l ,  th e  Im portant q u e s t io n s ,  and upon them th e  

p s y c h o lo g y  o f  r e l i g i o n  can speak  w ith  a u t h o r i t y  and w ith  

no u n c e r ta in  v o i c e  (p . 2 2 ) . M

I t  i s  n o t  s tr a n g e  th a t  t h o s e  in  p s y c h o lo g y  who a re  

p r e s e n t l y  most con cern ed  w ith  r e l i g i o n  and w ith  v a lu e s  are  

th e  on es  who i d e n t i f y  w ith  th e  Third F o r c e ,  o r  h u m a n is t ic  

p s y c h o lo g y .  Humanism in  p sy c h o lo g y  o r  e ls e w h e r e  has been  

I n t e r e s t e d  i n  a sea rch  f o r  human v a l u e s .  At one t im e ,  i t  

would have been  l o g i c a l  f o r  h u m a n is t ic  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t o  be 

a n t a g o n i s t i c  toward o r g a n iz e d  r e l i g i o n  b eca u se  i t  appeared  

t h a t  o r g a n iz e d  r e l i g i o n  was a f o r c e  h in d e r in g  th e  growth  

o f  th e  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l  o f  the  human b e in g .  Today, I t  i s  

th e  p o s i t i v i s t  i n f l u e n c e  in  s c i e n c e  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  ap p ears  

aB a h in d e r in g  f o r c e  and th e  answer seems to  l i e  in  a 

se a rc h  f o r  v a lu e s  th a t  th e  p o s i t i v i s t s  have n e g a te d ,  but
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r e l i g i o n  a p p a r e n t ly  w elcom es. The h u m a n ist ic  p s y c h o l o g i s t  

i s  concerned w ith  th e  whole man, and many (May, 1969 ,

F ra n k l,  1963) b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  in c lu d e s  v a lu e s  which  

tra n sc en d  man in  tim e and sp a ce .  T h is  s e a r c h  i s  s t i l l  

c e n te r e d  upon th e  human b e in g ,  but i t  now in c lu d e s  a 

second  lo o k  a t  a n c ie n t  v a lu e s  t h a t  may have been w o r th w h ile .  

The a ttem p t in  d e a l in g  w ith  a l l  o f  l i f e  i s  i t s  o b j e c t i v e .

As Royce (1 9 6 7 )  put i t ,

"The h u m a n ist ic  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s tu d y  o f  r e l i g i o n  

would d e a l  in  w h atever  way i t  co u ld  w ith  th e  s u b j e c t iv e  

meaning o f  l i f e — w ith  th a t  which i s  e x i s t e n t i a l l y  v a l i d . . .  

The t r a d i t i o n a l  s c i e n t i f i c  approach t o  t h e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  

s tu d y  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  one o f  th e  most im portant and u b i

q u i to u s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  mankind has not y e t  p e n e tr a te d  

v e ry  d e e p ly .  I t  seems to  me th a t  th e  h u m an ist ic  approach  

i s  more l i k e l y  to  probe th e  in n e r  man b eca u se  o f  i t s  

g r e a t e r  w i l l i n g n e s s  to  d e a l  w ith  th e  f u l l n e s s  o f  sub

j e c t i v e  e x p e r ie n c e  v i a  an a l l  encom passing phenomenology  

a s  opposed to  a narrow, a l b e i t  more r ig o r o u s  e m p ir i

c ism  ( p . 2 6 ) ."

B e fo r e  we t r a v e r s e  th e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  h u m an ist ic  p sy c h o lo g y ,  

v a l u e s ,  and r e l i g i o n  any more d e e p ly ,  i t  i s  im portant to  

understand  th e  k in s h ip  betw een h u m an ist ic  p sy c h o lo g y ,
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e x i s t e n t i a l i s m ,  l i f e  and d e a th . Many who c o n s id e r  them

s e l v e s  hu m anists  in  p s y c h o lo g y  would a l s o  f a l l  i n t o  th e  

e x i s t e n t l a l i s t i c  camp: May, B u g e n ta l ,  F ra n k l ,  R oyce,

p o s s i b l y  even  Fromm, t o  name J u s t  a fe w . I  do not  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  a c c i d e n t a l  t h a t  such a r e l a t i o n s h i p  

e x i s t s  in  p s y c h o lo g y  betw een  humanism and e x i s t e n t i a l i s m .  

In d eed , i t  would app ear  th a t  th e  hum anist movement in  

p s y c h o lo g y  h as v e r y  deep e x i s t e n t l a l i s t i c  r o o t s .

The p h ra se  "here and now" i s  v e r y  f a m i l i a r  to  a l l  

h u m a n ists  i n  p s y c h o lo g y .  From i n d i v i d u a l  p sy ch o th e ra p y ,  

t o  grou p s , t o  f a m i l i e s ,  th e  t h e r a p i s t  o r  f a c i l i t a t o r  

t r i e s  to  f o c u s  h i s  c l i e n t s '  a t t e n t i o n  on th e  h ere  and 

now. To some, th e  a n a l y t i c  method o f  f o c u s i n g  on th e  

p a s t  o n ly  g i v e s  th e  c l i e n t  an e sc a p e  r o u te  in  o r d e r  to  

a v o id  th e  problem s he i s  facing in th e  p r e s e n t :  T em pora lly ,

th e  hum anist and th e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  i s  fo c u s e d  on th e  p r e s e n t  

w ith  s tr o n g  a t t e n t i o n  a l s o  b e in g  g iv e n  t o  th e  f u t u r e  (F ra n k l,  

1 9 6 6 , May, 1969* Maslow, 1 9 6 6 ) .  The p a s t  i s  som etim es  

u t i l i z e d  to  f i l l  i n  gaps o r  t o  em phasize  a s t y l e  t h a t  i s  

oo n tln u ln g  in  th e  p r e s e n t ,  but i t  i s  th e  p r e s e n t  t h a t  i s  

th e  main p o in t  o f  a t t e n t i o n .  Som etim es, I  c a tc h  m y s e l f  

b e in g  a lm ost g l i b  about my u se  o f  th e  p h ra se  "here and now"
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and f o r g e t  th e  p a in  and a n x ie ty  i t  may mean t o  my c l i e n t  

o r  my group. H e id e g g er  (1963 )*  th e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  p h i l o s o 

p h er  r e c o g n iz e d  th e  im portance o f  th e  "here and now" and 

a l l  th a t  i t  i m p l i e s .  He used  th e  term "Dasein" t o  r e f e r  

t o  what we c a l l  th e  "here and n ow ." To him i t  p osed  a 

g r e a t  problem . By "Dasein" i s  meant th e  f a c t  o f  b e in g  

h ere  and n o t  t h e r e .  T h is  im p l ie s  a q u e s t io n  o f  why sh o u ld  

I  be h ere  and not t h e r e ?  I t  a l s o  im p l ie s  t h a t  s i n c e  I  am 

h ere  and not t h e r e ,  i t  i s  c o n c e iv a b le  t h a t  I  c o u ld  not be 

a t  a l l ,  s i n c e  a p o s i t i v e  im p l ie s  a n e g a t i v e ,  and a n e g a t iv e  

im p l ie s  a p o s i t i v e  (May, 1 9 6 9 ) .  T h e r e fo r e ,  b e in g  here  

f o r  me, i s  not a m ust; my e x i s t e n c e  i s  not e s s e n t i a l  and 

in d e e d ,  e x i s t e n c e  i s  grounded in  n o th in g  o u t s id e  o f  i t s e l f .  

In th e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  th e  "Dasein" h as no e x i s t e n c e  

b eca u se  i t  i s  p u r e ly  p r e s e n t  and th e  p u r e ly  p r e s e n t  i s  

to o  f l e e t i n g  f o r  me t o  respond to  a t  th e  moment o f  i t s  

e x i s t e n c e .  I  a lw a y s  respond to  an e v e n t  t h a t  has tak en  

p la c e  o r  th a t  I  a n t i c i p a t e  w i l l  ta k e  p la c e  in  th e  f u t u r e .  

But th e  q u e s t io n  o f  " D a s e in ," b e in g  h ere  and not th e r e  

a t  t h i s  moment rem ains t o  p la g u e  H e id e g g er  o r  o t h e r s  l i k e  

h im s e l f .



www.manaraa.com

Much o f  t h i s  p h i lo s o p h y  h a s  been ta k e n  o v e r  and a c c e p te d  

a s  p a r t  o f  th e  m odus-operendi by T Groups, E n cou n ter  Groups, 

e t c .  i n  which th e  em p hasis  i s  p la c e d  upon th e  "here and now” 

a lm o st  a s  i f  th e  p a r t i c i p a n t  were b r in g in g  no p a s t  to  th e  

group w ith  him and lo o k e d  forw ard t o  no f u t u r e  a f t e r  th e  

g r o u p 's  t e r m in a t io n .  Every q u a l i f i e d  group l e a d e r  r e c o g n iz e s  

t h a t  h i s  p a r t i c i p a n t s  c e r t a i n l y  b r in g  a p a s t  w ith  them and 

a l s o  have fu t u r e  a s p i r a t i o n s  and h o p es .  One o f  th e  r e a so n s  

£>r i n s i s t i n g  upon f o c u s i n g  i n  th e  "here and now" i s  q u i t e  

con gru en t w ith  H e id e g g e r 's  th o u g h t .

H e id eg g er  may be q u i t e  c o r r e c t  in  s t a t i n g  t h e  th e  

"Dasein" i s  grounded i n  n o th in g  and tr a n s c e n d s  t o  n o th in g ,  

a s  he c o n t in u e s ,  "For th e  n o th in g  to  which D a se in  tr a n sc e n d s  

i s  n o t a t  D a s e in ' s  d i s p o s a l ,  but comes upon D a se in  in

r » * w l . 4  / *h nrt  t- o  f’o  o  v> rt f ’ Ortm-ot- Vs 1 rt <T QT-irto f  fM *■» . h u f
UAMVAV WJf ^ n> V tt  AW * »V* w S* * W W A WW w .Q  av w wm *  v  aa «% a

r a t h e r  a vague d read , s im p ly  b e in g  a f r a i d  o f  n o th in g  (p .  1 2 ) ."  

T h is  may be t h e  same ty p e  o f  a n x ie t y  o b ser v ed  so f r e q u e n t ly  

a t  th e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  o f  a group m ee t in g  (B e n n is ,  1 9 6 7 )» 

when t h e r e  seems t o  be no rea so n  why th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  sh o u ld  

be h ere  and not t h e r e .  The group l e a d e r  i s  aware o f  t h i s  

a n x ie t y  and d o es  n o th in g  t o  a l l e v i a t e  i t  in  most c a s e s .  He
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can depend upon th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  attem pt to  r id  th e m se lv e s  

o f  t h i s  a n x ie ty  by f i n d in g  a r ea so n  f o r  b e in g  t h e r e ,  and 

i n  some way a f f ir m in g  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  a t  th a t  tim e and 

p l a c e .  We w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  a l s o  in  th e  r e l i g i o u s  e t h o s  th e  

theme o f  s e l f - a f f i r m a t i o n  o r  a f f i r m a t io n  o f  l i f e  i s  th e  

b a s i c  v a lu e .

On a d eep er  l e v e l ,  we can se e  t h a t  th e  n o th in g to  

which D a se in  tr a n sc e n d s  may be th e  n o th in g  o f  d ea th .

In deed , i f  our a n a l y s i s  i s  c o r r e c t  and th e  group p a r t i 

c ip a n t s  are  a f f ir m in g  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  a t  th a t  p la c e  and 

t im e ,  th e y  are  a f f ir m in g  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  a g a in s t  non

e x i s t e n c e ,  which i s  d e a th . Murchland (1 9 6 8 )  remarked, 

" E x i s t e n t i a l  a n a ly s e s ,  i t  may f a i r l y  be s a i d ,  have con

t r ib u t e d  to  modem man's o b s e s s io n  w ith  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  

death  (p . IX ) ."  T h is  s ta te m en t  would have t o  be c o n s id e r e d  

v e ry  c a r e f u l l y  and i t  may be n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e v e r s e  h i s  

sta tem en t  t o  read th a t  modern man's o b s e s s io n  w ith  death  

h a s  c o n tr ib u t e d  t o  e x i s t e n t i a l  a n a l y s i s .  May ( 1 9 6 9 ) p o i n t s  

o u t  th a t  J u st  a s  a c en tu ry  a g o , s e x  was a taboo  s u b j e c t ,  

to d a y  i t  1b d eath  which i s  ta b o o . J u s t  a s  i n  V ic to r ia n  

d ay s , se x  was cov ered  up w ith  lo n g  d r e s s e s  and b u tton ed
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c o l l a r s ,  to d a y  d ea th  I s  c o n c e a le d  beh ind  l a v i s h  f u n e r a l s ,  

c a s k e t s  r a th e r  th a n  c o f f i n s ,  mem orial p a rk s  r e p la c e  c e m e te r ie s .  

I t  ap p ears  th a t  j u s t  th e  t h in g  th a t  c o n cern s  s o c i e t y  th e  

m o st ,  i s  t h a t  which we a ttem p t t o  r e p r e s s  most. But 

t h e r e  a lw a ys  seem s t o  be a movement a f o o t  t h a t  r e f u s e s  

to  a l lo w  t h a t  which i s  r e p r e s s e d  to  remain r e p r e s s e d .  Freud  

p la y e d  th a t  r o l e  c o n c e r n in g  s e x  i n  h i s  day and th e  e x i s t e n 

t i a l i s t s  and h u m a n is t ic  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  are  p la y in g  t h a t  r o l e  

in  our day.

In  our a n a l y s i s ,  H e id e g g er  would th e n  be s a y in g  t h a t  

ou r  b e in g  i s  grounded in  and tr a n s c e n d s  to  n o th in g  but  

d e a th . But t h e r e  i s  an a n c ie n t  b e l i e f  t h a t  i s  found b oth  

in  E a s te r n  and W estern r e l i g i o n s  and p h i l o s o p h i e s ,  which  

w h ile  couched in  d i f f e r e n t  ways a lw ays h as  th e  f o r c e  o f  

meaning t h a t  one o f  th e  t h i n g s  a man cannot c o n c e iv e  i s  

h i s  own d e a th .  Man w i l l  n o t c o n c e iv e  o f  h i s  own d eath  

b e c a u se  d eath  i s  an e x tr e m e ly  a n x ie t y  p ro d u cin g  s u b j e c t  and 

th e  one t h in g  th a t  man w ish e s  t o  a v o id  a lm ost a t  any c o s t ,  

i s  th e  f e e l i n g  o f  a n x i e t y .  I f  th e  human c o n d i t io n  t r u l y  

i s  t h a t  ou r  b e in g  i s  grounded i n  and tr a n sc e n d s  to  n o th in g  

but d e a th ,  th en  th e  a n x i e t y  o f  d e a th  would be v e ry  g r e a t ,  

in d e e d ,  i f  not th e  fo rem o st  a n x i e t y ,  and d ea th  a s  an i n t e g r a l
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p a r t  o f  l i f e  would have to  be d e a l t  w ith  very  h o n e s t ly  

and very  d i r e c t l y .

S a r tr e  (1 9 5 3 )  o f f e r e d  more o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  e x i s 

t e n t i a l i s t  d o c t r i n e s .  "The o n ly  b e in g  which can be 

c a l l e d  f r e e  i s  th e  b e in g  which a n n i h i l a t e s  i t s  b e in g  

(p . 4 3 ) ."  Of c o u r s e ,  a n n i h i l a t i o n  i s  p r e c i s e l y  th e  

l a c k  o f  b e in g  o r  n o n -b e in g . S a r tr e  th e n  c o n t in u e s  in  

h i s  a n a l y s i s  to  prove th a t  freedom  i s  o n ly  found in  

c h o o s in g  and in  th e  moment o f  c h o ic e  we are  d r e a d f u l ly  

a lo n e .  As s h a l l  be shown, l o n e l i n e s s  u l t i m a t e l y  means 

d eath  and so once  a g a in ,  th e  theme o f  b e in g  and d eath  i s  

found to  be i n t i m a t e l y  in t e r t w in e d .  S in c e  S a r tr e  r e l a t e s  

freedom  t o  b e in g  so  i n t i m a t e l y ,  he p o s e s  a n o th er  problem  

I n v o lv in g  b e in g  and not b e in g .  In  sp ea k in g  o f  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  

and S a r tr e  b e l e v e s  t h a t  one o f  th e  o n ly  two b a s i c  d e s i r e s  

t h a t  e x i s t  i s  th e  d e s i r e  t o  h a v e , he sa y s  th a t  c r e a t in g  

i s  p o s s e s s i n g ,  and i f  I  p o s s e s s  som eth in g , i t  becomes me. 

"As th e  o b j e c t  r i s e s  up in  my w orld , i t  must s im u lta n e o u s ly  

be w h o lly  me and w h o lly  indep en dent o f  me (p . 9 6 ) ."  So 

t h e r e  i s  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een t h a t  which I  can c r e a te  

( o r  p o s s e s s )  and me, but c r e a t i o n  e x i s t s  o n ly  through i t s
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movement, sa y s  S a r tr e .  I f  i t  i s  f u l l y  a c c e p te d ,  i t  i s  

a n n i h i la t e d .  H ere, may be found th e  fu tu r e  o r i e n t a t i o n  

o f  S a r t r e ,  Just  a s  we f in d  i t  in  May and F ran k l. I f  

som eth ing , even  th e  s e l f  i s  f u l l y  a c c e p te d ,  i t  has no 

where to  go . I n t e n t i o n a l i t y  i s  gone , a p u l l  toward a 

g o a l  i s  gone; f o r  a l l  i n t e n t s  and p u rp o ses  th e  e n t i t y  

i s  a n n ih i la t e d .

Now I  must a sk  m y s e l f ,  what happens to  my "here and 

now"? I f ,  a c co r d in g  t o  S a r t r e ,  I  p o s s e s s  my "here and 

now" and f u l l y  a c c e p t  i t ,  th en  I  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a n n i h i la t e  

i t .  So, by a c c e p t in g  th a t  which i s  a t  th e  moment, I  

d e s tr o y  i t  and by so d o in g  ren d er  i t  m e a n in g le s s .  I 

must co n c lu d e  t h a t  I  do not f u l l y  a c c e p t  th e  "here and 

now," but make i t  m ean ingfu l by r e l a t i n g  i t  to  a g o a l ,  

a l b e i t  a g o a l  which may n ev er  be a c h ie v e d .  But a g o a l  

o r  g o a l s  th e r e  must be o r  a l l  o f  ray l i f e  would be meaning

l e s s ,  which would produce a f e e l i n g  o f  dread th a t  I  cou ld  

not a c c e p t .  T h e r e fo r e ,  man has a p r o j e c t  which S a r tr e  

e x p r e s s e s  in  th e  f o l lo w in g  way: "The b e s t  way to  c o n c e iv e  

o f  th e  fundam ental p r o j e c t  o f  human r e a l i t y  i s  t o  say  

th a t  man i s  th e  b e in g  whose p r o j e c t  i s  t o  become God (p .  4 0 ) .
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D e s p ite  th e  f a c t  t h a t  S a r tr e  c o n s id e r s  h im s e l f  t o  be an 

a t h e i s t  and d e s p i t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  i s  

c o n s id e r e d  t o  be e x tr e m e ly  p e s s i m i s t i c ,  i t  i s  e v id e n t  

th a t  he d oes  have h op es f o r  a f u t u r e  o f  man and does  

b e l i e v e  th a t  man can e x i s t  m e a n in g fu l ly ,  even  i f  t h i s  

i s  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  a myth. A lthough S a r tr e  would s e e  

l i f e  a s  ab su rd , v e r y  much l i k e  F ran k l ( 1 9 6 3 )> l i f e  

becomes w o rth w h ile  i f  th e r e  i s  som eth ing  in  th e  fu t u r e  

f o r  which to  l i v e ,  e v en  i f  t h a t  som eth ing  i s  u n a t t a in a b le ,  

l i k e  becom ing God.

In  th e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  i t  seems t h a t  S a r tr e  s e e s  

b e in g  a s  u l t i m a t e l y  m e a n in g le s s ,  which means d e a th ,  but 

w i l l  not a c c e p t  d ea th  a s  a c h o ic e .  He t h e r e f o r e  a s s ig n s  

t o  man a p r o j e c t  which w i l l  make h i s  l i f e  m e a n in g fu l ,  

th e  p r o j e c t  o f  becom ing God which i s  a d m it te d ly  im p o s s ib le .  

He a l s o  s e e s  man i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  an o b j e c t  which th en  

becomes p a r t  o f  th e  man (when he p o s s e s s e s  o r  c r e a t e s  i t ) ,  

th e r e b y  making th e  o b j e c t  i n t o  a s u b j e c t .  I t  i s  o f  g r e a t  

i n t e r e s t  t o  me t h a t  S a r t r e ,  th e  a t h e i s t ,  f i n d s  th a t  he 

h a s  t o  put God i n t o  th e  p i c t u r e  in  o r d e r  to  a t t a i n  purpose  

i n  e x i s t e n c e ,  th e  d e d ic a t e d  r e a l i s t  p a r  e x c e l l e n c e ,  r e s o r t s  

t o  th e  a lm o st  m y s t i c a l  co n cep t  o f  making an o b j e c t  i n t o  a
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s u b j e c t  by p o s s e s s in g  i t  i n  o r d e r  t o  g iv e  l i f e  t o  h i s  second  

c a te g o r y  o f  c o n c r e te  human e x i s t e n c e ,  th e  d e s i r e  "to have". 

W ithout th e  appearance o f  God and th e  m y s t i c a l  in  h i s  

p h i lo s o p h y ,  th e  f o r c e  o f  S a r t r e ' s  l o g i c  c o n c e r n in g  e x i s t e n c e  

would ren d er  i t  w ith o u t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and le a v e  man t o t a l l y  

a l i e n a t e d .  In  e i t h e r  c a s e ,  th e  l o g i c a l  c o n c lu s io n  would 

be d e a th .

T i l l i c h  (194-8) i s  a l s o  in  th e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  t r a d i t i o n ,  

but h i s  i s  a r e l i g i o u s  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m .  L ike H e id eg g er ,  

T i l l i c h ' B  p o in t  o f  d ep a rtu re  i s  th e  human b e in g  h im s e l f .

He i s  a l s o  concerned  w ith  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  why am I  h ere  

and not t h e r e ,  but t o  him our b e in g  d o es  not come upon us  

from n o th in g  and tr a n sc e n d  t o  n o th in g .  To T i l l i c h ,  God 

i s  th e  ground o f  our b e in g ,  th e r e b y  rem oving th e  a n x ie t y  

in h e r e n t  in  H e id e g g e r ' s  th o u g h t .  Y e t ,  t h e r e  i s  f o r  T i l l i c h ,  

e x i s t e n t i a l  dread o r  a n x ie t y  w hich comes to  u s  from f o u r

s o u r c e s  ( T i l l i c h ,  1 9 5 2 ) .  There i s  th e  f e a r  o f  n o th in g n e s s ,

th e  f e a r  o f  m e a n in g le s s n e s s ,  th e  f e a r  o f  a l i e n a t i o n ,  and 

th e  f e a r  o f  g u i l t .  I  b e l i e v e  th a t  a l l  f o u r  o f  t h e s e

e x i s t e n t i a l  f e a r s  are  r e d u c ib le  to  th e  f e a r  o f  n o n -b e in g

o r  th e  f e a r  o f  d ea th  and u l t i m a t e l y ,  i t  i s  th e  f e a r  o f  

n o n -b e in g  which i s  th e  so u rce  o f  a n x i e t y .  I t  can be r e a d i l y
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se e n  how th e  f e a r  o f  n o th in g n e s s ,  m e a n in g le s s n e s s ,  and 

a l i e n a t i o n  are  l in k e d  to  th e  f e a r  o f  n o n -b e in g . The f e a r  

o f  g u i l t ,  however, may p r e s e n t  a problem s in c e  g u i l t  r e l a t e s  

to  som eth ing  in  th e  p a s t ,  th a t  which a lr e a d y  t r a n s p ir e d ,  

and o b v io u s ly ,  we a re  s t i l l  h e r e .  I  would i n t e r p r e t  th e  

f e a r  o f  g u i l t  to  mean not a f e a r  o f  th e  a c t i o n  th a t  has  

o c c u r r e d ,  but a f e a r  o f  th e  r e t r i b u t i o n  f o r  t h a t  a c t io n  

which we know we d e s e r v e .  In  th e  u n c o n sc io u s ,  I  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  th e  u l t im a t e  r e t r i b u t i o n  i s  th e  death  p e n a l t y ,  and 

I t  i s  t h a t  which we f e a r ,  and th a t  which makes g u i l t  one 

o f  th e  so u r c e s  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l  a n x ie t y .  To T i l l i c h ,  t o o ,  

e x i s t e n c e  i s  th e  f a c t  we are  fa c e d  with; and b e in g  fa ce d  

w ith  th e  f a c t  th a t  we do e x i s t ,  we im m ed iate ly  co n fro n t  

i t s  c o u n te r p a r t ,  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  in d e e d ,t h e  I n e v i t a b i l i t y ,  

th a t  we w i l l  not e x i s t .  I t  i s  r e c o g n iz e d  th a t  such a 

r e a l i z a t i o n  does not come upon us l i g h t l y ,  but comes w ith  

f e a r  and a n x ie t y .  However, our b e in g  i s  grounded not in  

n o t h in g n e s s ,  bu t in  God who i s  th e  u l t im a t e  e x i s t e n c e  and 

i t  i s  a t  t h a t  p o in t  th a t  optim ism  and hope becomes a p a r t  

o f  T i l l i c h ’ s e x i s t e n t i a l i s m .

A J ew ish  t h in k e r ,  not w e l l  known In th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  

Franz R osenzw eig , b e g in s  h i s  thought on a n o te  which c o in c i d e s
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w ith  e x i s t e n t i a l  thought ( G la t z e r ,  1953)* I t  must f i r s t  

be noted  th a t  R osenzw eig , a lth o u g h  a f r i e n d  and c o l l e a g u e  

o f  M artin Buber, would p rob ab ly  have d is c la im e d  any con

n e c t io n  w ith  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  and would have i n s i s t e d  th a t  

he was a Jew ish  t h in k e r  w ith  no o th e r  a d j e c t i v e s  in v o lv e d .  

However, i t  I s  my c o n v ic t io n  th a t  Judaism seen  not a s  an 

a n t h r o p o lo g ic a l  e x e r c i s e ,  but a s  a l i v i n g ,  dynamic c i v i l i 

z a t i o n  i s  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  in  p r a c t i c e  and I  am c e r t a i n  th a t  

much o f  t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  r e v e a l  th a t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

R osenzw eig*s approach s t a r t s  w ith  man a lo n e  and very  con

s c io u s  o f  h i s  m o r t a l i t y .  T h is  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  h i s  own 

e x i s t e n c e  and m o r t a l i t y  a s  p r e p o te n t  o v e r  thou ght and 

p o s i t i v i s t l c  r e a so n in g .

I t  must now become o b v io u s  th a t  th e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s  

b e in g  so concerned  w ith  e x i s t e n c e  have no c h o ic e  but to  

ta k e  s tr o n g  n o te  o f  th a t  which i s  most d i a m e t r i c a l l y  

opposed to  e x i s t e n c e ,  the  la c k  o f  e x i s t e n c e  which i s  

d e a th . A p a r a l l e l  can be drawn here  betw een th e  e x i s t e n 

t i a l i s t s  who o f  n e c e s s i t y  concern  th e m se lv e s  w ith  non

e x i s t e n c e  and th e  p h y s i c i s t s  whoBe stu d y  o f  m a tte r  u l t i 

m a te ly  brought them to  a s tu d y  o f  a n t im a t te r .  However,



www.manaraa.com

52

t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s  are  sp ea k in g  o f  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  l i f e  

and d eath  w ith  which r e l i g i o n  i s  concerned  and l i k e w i s e  

are  many th o u g h t f u l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s .  I t  can now be s e e n  why 

t h e r e  i s  an e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  movement i n  p s y c h o lo g y  and 

why h u m a n is t ic  p s y c h o lo g y  i s  a l s o  concerned  w ith  th e s e  

q u e s t io n s  o f  l i f e ,  d e a th ,  and r e l i g i o n .

I t  would be im p o s s ib le  to  l e a v e  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  

r e l i g i o n ,  l i f e ,  and d eath  w ith o u t  some n o t i c e  o f  th e  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  Sigmund Freud . I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  th e  

p r e s e n t  tre n d  In p sy c h o lo g y  i s  to  t r y  v e ry  hard to  

d is r e g a r d  th e  w r i t i n g s  o f  F reud , but I  f e e l  i t  would  

be an i n j u s t i c e  t o  n e g le c t  th e  work o f  one who c o n t r ib u te d  

so  much to  our  u n d e rs ta n d in g  by op en in g  new c h a n n e ls  o f  

th ou gh t f o r  a l l  o f  s o c i e t y .  Freud was c e r t a i n l y  n ot an 

e x i s t e n t i a l i s t ;  th e r e  a re  t im e s ,  how ever, when he app ears  

t o  have been one. He was much concerned  w ith  th e  q u e s t io n s  

o f  r e l i g i o n ,  l i f e  and d ea th . " I f  you would endure l i f e ,  

be prepared  f o r  death  (F reud , 1 9 1 5 ) ."  Such a s ta te m en t  

h a s  th e  r in g  o f  a P aul T i l l i c h ,  but Freud was not s a t i s f i e d  

to  lo o k  toward God f o r  an e x p la n a t io n  o f  l i f e  and d ea th .  

In d eed , Freud c o n s id e r e d  h im s e l f  a g r e a t  a n t a g o n is t  o f
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r e l i g i o n  and a t  one tim e w rote o f  h im s e l f  a s  a " g o d le s s  

Jew" ( F r e u d - P f i s t e r ,  1 9 6 3 )* However, many o f  h i s  o th e r  

w r i t in g s  (Moses and Monotheism, F uture  o f  I l l u s i o n ,  th e  

Moses o f  M ich e la n g e lo ,  C i v i l i z a t i o n  and i t s  D is c o n t e n t s ,  

p o r t io n s  o f  h i s  New In tr o d u c to r y  L e c tu r e s )  show him t o  

have been k e e n ly  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e l i g i o n  and even  very  

r e s p e c t f u l  o f  i t  (F reud , 1 9 6 4 ) .  He w r o te ,  " R e l ig io n ,  

m o r a l i t y ,  and a s o c i a l  s e n s e - t h e  c h i e f  e le m e n ts  in  th e  

h ig h e r  s id e  o f  man-were o r i g i n a l l y  one and th e  same th in g  

(Freud, 1961, p . 3 7 ) ."

However, i t  i s  F r e u d 's  p o s t u l a t i o n  o f  th e  two b a s ic  

i n s t i n c t s  in  th e  human b e in g  which i s  th e  g r e a t e s t  i n t e r e s t  

to  us in  t h i s  s tu d y . H ere, i t  i s  im portant to  no te  t h a t  

when Freud used  the  term " in s t in c t "  he to o k  i t  to  mean 

any d r iv e  which o r i g i n a t e s  from w ith in  th e  organism .

W rit in g  i n  1922 , Freud p o s t u l a t e s  an " a n t i t h e s i s  between  

th e  'ego  i n s t i n c t s ’ and s e x u a l  i n s t i n c t s ,  th e  form er im

p e l l i n g  tow ards death  and th e  l a t t e r  tow ards th e  p r e se r v a 

t i o n  o f  l i f e  (Freud, 1961 , p . 5 4 ) ."  Freud seemed to  have  

tak en  a s  g o s p e l  th e  con cep t th a t  on togen y  r e c a p i t u l a t e s  

p h ylogen y  and c la im s  th a t  th e  g o a l  o f  a l l  l i f e  I s  d ea th .  

"The in an im ate  was t h e r e  b e fo r e  th e  anim ate (p .  4 7 ) ."
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L a te r ,  in  o t h e r  works, Freud seems to  have g iv e n  th e  two 

i n s t i n c t s  l i f e  o f  t h e i r  own and dubbed them "Eros” and 

"Thanatos." However, he d id  not seem t o  have changed h i s  

mind about them a s  i s  e v id en ce d  by h i s  famous corresp ond en ce  

w ith  A lb e r t  E i n s t e i n  (Freud, 1932) in  which he r e p e a t s  

t h a t  th e r e  a re  two k in d s  o f  i n s t i n c t s ,  one t o  p r e se r v e  

and u n i t e ,  and t h e  o t h e r  t o  d e s t r o y  o r  k i l l .  He g o e s  on 

t o  say  th a t  n e i t h e r  i n s t i n c t  i s  any l e s s  e s s e n t i a l  than  

th e  o th e r .  The phenomena o f  l i f e  a r i s e  from th e  o p e r a t io n  

o f  both  o f  them t o g e t h e r .  He em p hasizes  th a t  both  o f  them 

must be working t o g e t h e r .  In  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  in  which Freud 

i s  e x p la in in g  h i s  th e o r y  o f  war, he p o s t u l a t e s  t h a t  th e  

death  i n s t i n c t  tu r n s  d e s t r u c t i v e  i f  i t  I s  turned  outward  

toward o b j e c t s ,  but th e  o r i g i n  o f  c o n s c ie n c e  i s  th e  

d iv e r s io n  inward o f  aggresiveness. T h is  conscience, or 

su p ereg o , though , may become a g a th e r in g  p la c e  f o r  the  

d eath  i n s t i n c t .

With th e  I n tr o d u c t io n  o f  th e  l i f e  i n s t i n c t  and th e  

d eath  i n s t i n c t  i n t o  p s y c h o a n a ly s i s ,  th e  s u b je c t  was 

tran sform ed  from what Freud c a l l e d  a s c ie n c e  to  a f u l l  

p h i lo s o p h y .  T h is  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  s in c e  Freud m entioned



www.manaraa.com

55

t h a t  th e  in s tr u m e n t  o f  th e  d ea th  i n s t i n c t  seem s to  be in  

th e  m uscu lar  a p p a r a tu s .  T h is  ap p a ra tu s i s  much more g r e a t l y  

d e v e lo p e d  in  men and i t  i s  a l s o  m entioned  th a t  th e  su p er  

ego i s  more s t r o n g l y  d e v e lo p ed  i n  men t h a t  i t  i s  in  women. 

Thus, we f i n d  t h a t  th e  death  i n s t i n c t  would m a n ife s t  i t s e l f  

to  a l a r g e r  e x t e n t  i n  m ales than  i t  would i n  f e m a le s .  T h is  

i s  su p p orted  by m o r t a l i t y  and l o n g e v i t y  s t a t i s t i c s .  I t  

would t h e r e f o r e  seem th a t  s in c e  both  i n s t i n c t s  are  n e c e s s a r y  

f o r  s u r v iv a l  and p r o g r e s s  and m ales have an overabundance  

o f  th a n a to s  w h i le  f e m a le s  p o s s e s s  more than t h e i r  sh are  o f  

e r o s ,  u n i t in g  th e  two s e x e s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  th e  p r o g r e s s  

o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and not o n ly  t o  in s u r e  th e  s u r v iv a l  o f  th e  

s p e c i e s  through p r o p o g a t io n .

Such an id e a  h a s  been fo rm u la te d  and expanded by 

Bakan ( 1 9 6 6 ) who p o s t u l a t e s  "agency" a s  a m a le ,  a g g r e s s iv e  

ty p e  o f  i n s t i n c t  and "communion" a s  f e m a le ,  u n i f y in g  ty p e  

o f  i n s t i n c t .  He to o  i s  concerned  about th e  u l t im a t e  i s s u e s  

o f  l i f e  and d e a th ,  and u t i l i z e s  Freud a s  a s t a r t i n g  p o in t  

i n  s tu d y in g  them. He a l s o  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  th e  J u d e o -C h r ls t la n  

h e r i t a g e  can h e lp  u s  f a c e  th e  c r i s i s  o f  d ea th  and a f f i r m s  

th a t  i s  h a s  in  th e  p a s t .  Bakan b e l i e v e s  t h a t  F r e u d 's  c a n c e r



www.manaraa.com

56

was beh ind  h i s  p o s t u l a t i o n  o f  th e  d ea th  i n s t i n c t  d e s p i t e  

th e  f a c t  t h a t  Freud d ev e lo p ed  th e  c a n c e r  (o r  a t  l e a s t  i t  

was so  d ia g n o se d )  a f t e r  he had a lr e a d y  fo rm u la te d  th e  

id e a  o f  a d eath  i n s t i n c t .

What i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  us in  both  Freud and B akan's  

v iew  i s  t h a t  th e y  s e e  d eath  coming t o  us not from th e  

o u t s id e  o f  th e  organ ism , but from w i t h i n .  The wording  

u sed  by our e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s ,  such a s  th e  D ase in  comes to  

us in  a n x i e t y ,  o r  e x i s t e n t i a l  dread i s  th e  f e a r  o f  d e a th ,  

o r  man s e e s  h im s e l f  a s  m o r ta l ,  a l l  have th e  f o r c e  o f  making 

d eath  an o u t s id e r .  Freud and Bakan s e e  d ea th  a s  an i n 

s i d e r .  I t  i s  p a r t  o f  th e  organ ism . The organism  cannot  

l i v e  w ith o u t  i t ,  y e t  i t  i s  th e  c a u se  o f  th e  a n n i h i l a t i o n  

o f  th e  organ ism . A ls o ,  I  g e t  th e  Im p re ss io n  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  

from b oth  Freud and Bakan, t h a t  th e y  do not g l i b l y  a ttem p t  

t o  make f r i e n d s  w ith  d e a th .  The courage  in  th e  f a c e  o f  

d e a th  shown by th e  o th e r  works c i t e d  seems to o  cou rageou s  

t o  be r e a l .  Freud and Bakan a re  f a c i n g  d eath  i n  t h e i r  

w orks, and f a c i n g  i t  r e a l i s t i c a l l y ,  but th e  im p r e s s io n  

comes through t h a t  th e y  h a te  i t ,  and i f  th e y  c o u ld ,  would  

a b o l i s h  i t .  Such a d e s i r e  seems h i g h ly  u n r e a l i s t i c ,  but  

i t  must be remembered th a t  th e  e n t i r e  a r t  o f  m ed ic in e  i s
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d ev o ted  t o  th a t  u n r e a l i s t i c  en d , th a t  r e l i g i o n  lo o k s  forw ard  

to  th e  coming o f  a t im e  when th a t  end w i l l  become a c c o m p lish e d ,  

and u l t i m a t e l y ,  a l l  o f  u s  l i v e  our l i v e s  w ith  th e  f i c t i o n  

t h a t  we a r e  g o in g  t o  be h ere  tomorrow, o r  in  a y e a r  from  

now, o r  a decade  from now.

From th e  moment t h a t  Freud in tr o d u c e d  h i s  c o n c e p ts  

o f  e r o s  and th a n a to s  i n t o  p s y c h o a n a ly s i s ,  p s y c h o a n a ly s i s  

o f  n e c e s s i t y  became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  u l t im a t e  q u e s t io n s  

o f  l i f e  and d e a th . There was th e n ,  no c h o ic e  but f o r  

p s y c h o a n a ly s i s  to  d e lv e  i n t o  th e  s u b je c t  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  and 

a lth o u g h  Freud was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  s u b j e c t  even  e a r l i e r  

i n  h i s  c a r e e r ,  he was o b l ig e d  t o  d e a l  w ith  i t  more d i r e c t l y  

and d e e p ly  than  e v e r  b e f o r e .  H is  Moses and Monotheism  

(F reu d , 1 964) i s  e v id e n c e  o f  t h i s  deep con cern  w ith  r e l i g i o n .

I t  i s  t o  be remembered t h a t  t h i s  work was p u b l i s h e d  very  

l a t e  i n  F r e u d 's  l i f e  and we must assume t h a t  th e  id e a s  

p r e s e n te d  had been  fo rm u la te d  and r e fo rm u la te d  many t im e s  

d u rin g  h i s  c a r e e r .  A lthough  s c h o la r s  o f  th e  Old Testam ent  

have u n i v e r s a l l y  c r i t i c i z e d  t h i s  book as  b e in g  u n s c h o la r ly ,  

f u l l  o f  to o  much c o n j e c t u r e ,  b e in g  h i s t o r i c a l l y  in a c c u r a te  

i n  p l a c e s ,  and f u l l  o f  o th e r  s c h o l a s t i c  e r r o r s ,  I  read  

th e  work w ith  awe and r e s p e c t .  Freud waB not a B cholar
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o f  th e  Old T estam en t. I t  1 b n o t  even  known f o r  c e r t a i n  

t h a t  h i s  knowledge o f  Hebrew was s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  him to  have  

read  th e  Old Testam ent i n  th e  o r i g i n a l ,  y e t  he d id  go back  

t o  a n t i q u i t y  f o r  h i s  m a t e r ia l ,  and h i s  knowledge o f  th e  

f i e l d  was g r e a t e r  than  t h a t  p o s s e s s e d  by j u s t  an o r d in a r y  

layman. I  read  th e  book from th e  p o in t  o f  v iew  t h a t  i t  

t e l l s  more about Freud than  i t  d oes  about M oses, and what 

i t  r e l a t e s  about Freud i s  n o t o n ly  h i s  deep r e s p e c t  f o r  

r e l i g i o n ,  but h i s  r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  i n t e l l e c t  o f  Moses 

and th e  p e o p le  who f o l lo w e d  him. The c o n c e p t io n  o f  an 

" i n v i s i b l e  god r e s u l t s  i n  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o v e r  the  

s e n s u a l  which ch eck s  b r u t a l i t y  and th e  ten d en cy  to  

v i o l e n c e  (V o l .  X X III, p . 1 1 6 ) ."

S in c e  b r u t a l i t y  and v i o l e n c e  a r e  m a n i f e s t a t io n s  o f  

th e  d ea th  i n s t i n c t  tu rn ed  outw ard , i t  can be s a id  t h a t  

Freud saw th e  advent o f  th e  co n cep t  o f  an i n v i s i b l e  god 

a s  a s t e p  in  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  r e n d e r in g  t h e  death  i n s t i n c t  

l e s s  p o t e n t .  T h is  would ten d  t o  be a n o th e r  example o f  

how Freud n ot o n ly  r e c o g n iz e d  d ea th  a s  a p a r t  o f  l i f e ,  

but had th e  d e s i r e  t o  do som eth ing  about i t .  In  t h i s  

r e s p e c t ,  he i s  not d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  p o in t  o f  v iew  e x p r e s s e d
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many t im e s  i n  th e  Old T estam ent and which w i l l  be d e a l t  

w ith  l a t e r  in  t h i s  e s s a y .

In  h i s  New I n tr o d u c to r y  L e c tu r e s  (F reud , 1 9 6 4 ) ,  

he p r a i s e s  r e l i g i o n  a s  b e in g  f a r  above s c i e n c e  in  i t s  a b i l i t y  

to  b r in g  com fort t o  hum anity . T h is  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

a s  l a t e  a s  1 9 3 3 > when t h e s e  l e c t u r e s  were f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d ,  

Freud was a b le  t o  s e e  some v e r y  im portant v a lu e s  i n  r e l i 

g io n .  I t  a l s o  c o n t r a d i c t s  th e  s e n t im e n ts  e x p r e s s e d  In h i s  

F uture  o f  an I l l u s i o n  (F reud , 1 9 6 1 ) ,  f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  in  

1927* where Freud a r g u e s  th a t  th e  v a lu e s  o f  r e l i g i o n  have  

se rv e d  t h e i r  p u rp ose  i n  th e  p a s t  and must now be r e p la c e d  

by th e  v a lu e s  o f  s c i e n c e .  I t  would seem from an e x a m in a t io n  

o f  t h e s e  two works t h a t  In  th e  y e a r s  betw een  1927 and 1933* 

F r e u d 's  p o in t  o f  v iew  about th e  c o n t r ib u t io n  r e l i g i o n  i s  

a b le  t o  make had changed v e r y  m arked ly , from th e  o p in io n  

t h a t  s c i e n c e  must now g i v e  th e  v a l u e s  t o  t h e  w orld  th a t  

r e l i g i o n  no lo n g e r  c a n ,  to  th e  o p in io n  th a t  r e l i g i o n  can 

c o n t r ib u t e  much t o  humanity t h a t  s c i e n c e  ca n n o t .  At any 

r a t e ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  be c e r t a i n  t h a t  Freud e v e r  

b e l i e v e d  e v e r y th in g  he  w rote  i n  F uture  o f  an I l l u s i o n , a s  

i s  e v id e n c e d  by an u n c le a r  l e t t e r  he w rote  to  F e r e n c z i
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s h o r t l y  a f t e r  i t  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  which he s t a t e d  t h a t  now 

much o f  th e  book seem s c h i l d i s h  (J o n e s ,  1 9 5 7 ) .

I t  sh o u ld  a l s o  be n o ted  t h a t  a f t e r  th e  d ea th  o f  Freud,  

r e l i g i o n  c o n t in u e d  t o  e n jo y  a prom inent p la c e  i n  p sy ch o 

a n a l y t i c  w r i t i n g s  and t h e o r i e s .  E r ic h  Fromm ( 1 9 6 6 ) ,  a s  

j u s t  one example o f  t h e s e ,  p o i n t s  t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  

p s y c h o a n a ly s i s ,  a s  c o n c e iv e d  by Freud , c o n s id e r e d  r e l i g i o n  

a s  a v e ry  v i t a l  p a r t  o f  m an's e x i s t e n c e .

In summary, we are  a b le  t o  u n d ersta n d  t h a t  t h o s e  in  

p sy c h o lo g y  who a re  c o n s c i o u s l y  aware o f ,  and s e n s i t i v e  

t o  th e  i s s u e s  o f  b e in g  and n o n -b e in g ,  and l i f e  and d e a th ,  

w hether  th e y  are  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s ,  h u m an ists  o r  p sy ch o 

a n a l y s t s ,  a re  a l s o  drawn to  th e  s u b je c t  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  and 

out o f  t h i s  a renewed v i g o r  i n  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  p s y c h o lo g y  

o f  r e l i g i o n  i s  em erg in g . One method o f  lo o k in g  a t  r e l i g i o n  

and a t  th e  man whom i t  i n f l u e n c e s  i s  by way o f  v a lu e s  and 

v a lu e  c o n c e p ts  expounded by r e l i g i o n .  I t  i s  t o  t h i s  th a t  

ou r  a t t e n t i o n  I s  now tu rn ed .
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C h apter  IV

THE THIRD FORCE -  DEATH, RELIGION, AND VALUES 

Schneidman (1 9 7 0 )  s t a t e s ,  "In th e  W estern w o r ld , we 

are  p ro b a b ly  more d eath  o r ie n t e d  to d a y  th an  we have been  

s i n c e  th e  days o f  th e  B la ck  P lagu e  In th e  F o u r tee n th  C e n tu r y ." 

I  th in k  th a t  we would a l l  have t o  a g r ee  w ith  Schneidman*s  

s ta te m e n t .  T h is  would be b ased  not o n ly  on th e  p e r s o n a l ,  

e x p e r i e n t i a l  grounds t h a t  w h erever  we go we seem to  f in d  

p e o p le  who a r e  members o f  Edgar Cayce s tu d y  grou p s , book 

sh ops seem t o  be f i l l e d  w ith  works on th e  o c c u l t ,  th e  names 

o f  B ish op  James P ik e  and A rthur Ford seem to  be on many 

l i p s ,  and th e  s u b j e c t  o f  l i f e  a f t e r  d eath  seems to  be  

cro p p in g  up a t  more and more c o c k t a i l  p a r t i e s .  But i t  

would seem l o g i c a l  a l s o ,  t h a t  we are  l i v i n g  in  a g e n e r a t io n  

t h a t  was r a i s e d  w ith  th e  knowledge t h a t  a t  th e  push o f  a 

few  b u t t o n s ,  th e  e n t i r e  h i s t o r y  o f  mankind can come t o  a 

v e ry  abrupt end. We are  l i v i n g  in  a g e n e r a t io n  th a t  knows 

t h a t  g e n o c id e ,  which seemed in c o n c e iv a b le  t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s  

a g o , i s  not o n ly  c o n c e i v a b l e ,  but i s  a f a c t  o f  l i f e ,  and 

happened v e ry  r e c e n t l y  i n  m an's h i s t o r y .  We a r e  l i v i n g  i n
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a g e n e r a t io n  th a t  can tu n e  on a t e l e v i s i o n  s e t  and w i t n e s s  

th e  s la u g h t e r  in  V ie t  Nam o r  B e l f a s t  and know t h a t  th e  

p e o p le  f a l l i n g ,  broken , b le e d in g  and cru shed  are  not  

a c t o r s  who w i l l  g e t  up and be ready to  s t a r  i n  a n o th er  

e p is o d e  tomorrow o r  th e  nex t  day, but are  r e a l  p e o p le  

who are  r e a l l y  d y in g . We a re  l i v i n g  i n  a g e n e r a t io n  t h a t

can se e  th e  k id  next door g e t  b e a te n  o r  k i l l e d  in  a r a l l y

in  C hicago o r  on a c o l l e g e  campus. Death i s  no lo n g e r  

som eth ing  th a t  happens t o  p e o p le  f a r  away o r  t o  p e o p le

who are  v ery  o ld  and worn o u t .  L ike in  th e  day o f  th e

B la ck  P la g u e ,  d ea th  happens t o  our  f r i e n d s  and n e ig h b o r s ,  

and we have no c h o ic e  but t o  r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  i t  can happen  

t o  u s .

What I  am d e a l in g  w ith  h ere  i s  a v e r y  e m o t io n a l  s u b j e c t ,  

a very  a n x ie t y  p ro vok in g  s u b j e c t ,  and I  w i l l  a ttem p t t o  d e a l  

w ith  i t  i n  a d i s p a s s i o n a t e ,  s c i e n t i f i c  manner. I  must 

c o n f e s s  t h a t  by so  d o in g ,  I  w i l l  be e r e c t i n g  a f a c a d e .

When one sp eak s  o f  d ea th  d i s p a s s i o n a t e l y ,  i t  i s  very  much 

a k in  t o  th e  cook book approach to  lo v e  th a t  was spoken o f  

e a r l i e r .  When I  speak o f  l o v e ,  I  am t h in k in g  o f  my lo v e d  

on e , o f  th e  t e n d e r n e s s  I  f e e l  toward h e r ,  th e  con cern  I
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f e e l  toward h e r ,  th e  f e e l  o f  h er  body, th e  f e e l  o f  h er  

l i p s ,  th e  In t im a te  moments we know t o g e t h e r .  I t  i s  

dehum anizing to  a ttem p t t o  be a n a l y t i c a l  about t h e s e  

f e e l i n g s  which cannot r e a l l y  be conveyed  to  one who has  

n o t  f e l t  them, a t  any r a t e .  L ik e w is e ,  when I  speak o f  

d e a th ,  I  am sp ea k in g  o f  my c h i ld r e n  p la y in g  on th e  l i v i n g  

room f l o o r  and I  am n o t  t h e r e ,  I  am sp ea k in g  o f  m y se lf  no 

l o n g e r  l o v i n g ,  h a t i n g ,  to u c h in g ,  f e e l i n g ,  sp e a k in g ,  

h e a r in g ,  e a t i n g ,  aw akening, d o in g  any o f  th e  t h i n g s  I  

e n jo y .  I  am sp ea k in g  o f  m y s e l f  n o t - b e in g .  T h is  can be 

done in  a d i s p a s s i o n a t e  manner, but I  would be r en d e r in g  

m y s e l f  and my r e a d e r s  a d i s s e r v i c e  i f  I  d id  not r e c o g n iz e  

th a t  b en eath  th e  c o o l  and d i s p a s s i o n a t e  e x t e r i o r ,  th e r e  

r a g e s  an I n c a l c u l a b l e  amount o f  p a s s io n  and f e e l i n g .

B u gen ta l ( 1 9 6 5 ) in  a h u m a n i s t i e - e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  fram e

work rem arks, " . . . t h e  f a c t  o f  c o n t in g e n c y  means th a t  I  

n e v e r  can p r e d i c t  w ith  com p lete  a s s u r a n c e .  The e x p e r ie n c e  

o f  c o n t in g e n c y  means t h a t  I  l i v e  w ith  a n x ie t y  ( p . 2 2 ) ."

What B u g en ta l i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  th e  a n x ie t y  o f  th e  unknown 

and th e  exam ples he p r e s e n t s  can be summed up a s  th e  

a n x ie t y  o f  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  n o th in g n e s s  o r  d e a th .  B u g en ta l
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i s  d i s c u s s i n g  e x p e r i e n t i a l l y  what th e  b e h a v i o r i s t s  in  

p sy c h o lo g y  have been  w orking on e x p e r im e n t a l ly  (Skinner*  

1 9 3 8 ) .  The outcome o f  o u r  b e h a v io r  i s  i n  a c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n 

sh ip  t o  some r e s u l t .  Thus* i f  a r a t  d e p r e s s e s  a l e v e r  and 

a p e l l e t  o f  food  a p p ea r s ,  th e  r a t  i s  l i k e l y  t o  d e p r e s s  th e  

l e v e r  a g a in  b eca u se  h i s  a c t i o n  r e s u l t e d  in  r e in fo r c e m e n t .

The appearance o f  fo o d  i n  t h i s  c a s e  was c o n t in g e n t  upon 

th e  r a t ' s  b e h a v io r  o f  d e p r e s s in g  th e  l e v e r .  I f  I  w r i t e  

a poem and p e o p le  whom I  r e s p e c t  t e l l  me th e  poem i s  good*

I  would f i n d  t h i s  p r a i s e  r e i n f o r c i n g  and i t  1 b l i k e l y  

th a t  I  w i l l  w r i t e  a n o th er  p i e c e .  In  t h i s  c a s e ,  my r e s p e c t  

f o r  them and w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  show them th e  f r u i t s  o f  my 

la b o r s  i s  c o n t in g e n t  upon my a c c e p ta n c e  o f  t h e i r  p r a i s e .

But* what i f  I  have i t  on ev en  g r e a t e r  a u t h o r i t y  t h a t  my 

poem i s  th e  work o f  a hack and i s  w o r t h le s s ?  Then, i f  

my f r i e n d s  p r a i s e  i t  I  may c o n s id e r  them a s  P h i l i s t i n e s ,  

and would not b o th e r  s e e k in g  t h e i r  o p in io n s  in  th e  f u t u r e .

In th e  ex trem e , I  may not even  want t o  c o n t in u e  my r e l a t i o n 

sh ip  w ith  them a t  a l l .  I t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  a new a s p e c t ,  o r  

d im en sion  t o  th e  c o n t in g e n c y  was added and th a t  was th e  

o p in io n  o f  th e  g r e a t e r  a u t h o r i t y .  My f r i e n d s  were unaware
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o f  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  th e  c o n t in g e c y  and p o s s i b l y ,  f u l l y  

e x p e c te d  me t o  be p le a s e d  by t h e i r  p r a i s e .  But Just  

th e  o p p o s i t e  i s  what o c c u r r e d .

T h is  i s  what B u g en ta l  means when he s t a t e s ,  "the  

f a c t  o f  c o n t in g e n c y  means th a t  I  n e v e r  can p r e d i c t  w ith  

com p lete  a ssu ra n ce"  b e c a u se  I  can n e v e r  be su re  t h a t  I  

know a l l  f a c e t s  in v o lv e d  w ith  th e  c o n t i n g e n c ie s .  When 

he s t a t e s  t h a t ,  " th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  c o n t in g e n c y  means 

th a t  I  l i v e  w ith  a n x ie t y ,"  what he i s  s a y in g  i s  th a t  i f  

I  am aware t h a t  I  do n ot know a l l  o f  th e  c o n t i n g e n c ie s  

r e le v a n t  t o  my b e h a v io r ,  I  can n ev er  p r e d i c t  th e  outcom e,  

and t h e r e f o r e ,  I  must l i v e  w ith  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  u n c e r t a in t y  

about th e  f u t u r e .  In  a more s e r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n  than  th e  

p o e tr y  w r i t i n g  exam p le , I  must be aware th a t  my c h o i c e s  

may b r in g  about s i t u a t i o n s  th a t  b o rd er  on n o th in g n e s s  

o r  d e a th .  I t  i s  t h i s  knowing t h a t  I  am a lw ays f a c i n g  

th e  unknown t h a t  p ro d u ces  so  much a n x ie t y  f o r  th e  unknown 

i s  eq u a ted  w ith  d e a th .

Lepp seems t o  ta k e  a more p o s i t i v e  v ie w  o f  d e a th .  He 

c la im s  {Lepp, 1 9 6 8 ) ,  " . . .m o d e m  t h e o l o g ia n s  a t t r i b u t e  o n ly  

th e  p a i n f u l ,  harrow ing  a s p e c t  o f  d ea th  t o  Adam's s i n  (p .  2 7 ) .
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Again he s t a t e s *  "the a u t h e n t i c a l l y  a l i v e  can r e a d i l y  s e e  

t h a t  d ea th  i s  not th e  end but th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  l i f e  (p .  3 9 ) .  

He g o e s  on t o  say  t h a t  th e  " lov e  o f  l i f e  1b th e  b e s t  and 

perh ap s  t h e  o n ly  e f f e c t i v e  a n t i d o t e  a g a i n s t  th e  f e a r  o f  

d ea th  (p .  6 5 ) ."

One can a c c e p t  L ep p 's  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  d ea th  i s  not th e  

end but th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  l i v i n g  on v a r io u s  l e v e l s .  On 

one l e v e l  i t  can be s e e n  t h a t  one must d i e  i n  o r d e r  to  l i v e .  

T h is  would be i n  k e e p in g  w ith  S a r t r e ' s  id e a  th a t  th e  o n ly  

t r u l y  f r e e  b e in g  i s  th e  b e in g  which a n n i h i l a t e s  i t s  b e in g .

In  r e l i g i o u s  term s th e  c o n c ep t  o f  b e in g  reb orn  s u g g e s t s  

I t s e l f .  The id e a  o f  b a p tism  h a s  t h e  same fo r c e *  t h a t  one  

s y m b o l i c a l l y  drowns h i s  o l d ,  In adequ ate  l i f e  and em erges  

fr e sh *  read y  to  b e g in  a t r u e  l i f e .  Among th e  Orthodox  

Jftwfi. b e f o r e  a w edding- t h e  b r id e  and bridegroom  v i s i t  2 

r i t u a la r iu m  in  which th e y  indsngD ( s e p a r a t e ly )  a k in d  o f  

b a p tism  s y m b o liz in g  t h a t  th e y  are  k i l l i n g  t h e i r  im com plete  

l i v e s ,  (b e fo r e  m a r r ia g e ,  l i f e  i n  Judaism , i s  c o n s id e r e d  a s  

In c o m p le te )  and a re  now ready t o  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  l i v e s .

P s y c h o l o g i c a l l y ,  i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  one can be f u l l y  aware 

o n ly  i f  he becomes u n s e l f c o n s c i o u s .  T h is  seem s a lm ost
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c o n t r a d ic t o r y ,  but th e  f o r c e  o f  i t  i s  th a t  we cannot be 

f u l l y  aware o f  a l l  th a t  i s  g o in g  on around us and w i th in  

us i f  we are to o  c o n s c io u s  o f  o u r s e l v e s .  We would then  

be taken  up in  a s s u r in g  o u r s e lv e s  t h a t  we are  p r e s e n t in g  

o u r s e lv e s  in  th e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  l i g h t  to  a l lo w  o u r s e lv e s  

th e  a b i l i t y  t o  p e r c e iv e  t r u l y  (Goffman, 1 9 6 7 )* Not b e in g  

f u l l y  aware o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  which we are i s  a typ e  o f  

death  to  th e  s i t u a t i o n .  We a r e  not l i v i n g  i t .  R e p r ess in g  

a memory i s  an o th er  ty p e  o f  death  t o  a s i t u a t i o n .  We are  

l i t e r a l l y  " k i l l i n g  i t "  b ecau se  we cannot b ea r  t o  l i v e  

w ith  i t .  Not r e c o g n iz in g  o r  d en y in g  p a r t s  o f  o u r s e lv e s  

i s  a ty p e  o f  death  t o  th e  s e l f .  The extrem e o f  t h i s  ty p e  

o f  death  in  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  term s would be c a t a t o n ia .

The very  a b s t r a c t  id e a  o f  a new l i f e  p a t t e r n  emerging  

from th a t  which i s  dead may be se en  in  c o n c r e te  term s i n  

some forms o f  lo w er  l i f e .  Thus, t h e r e  are i n s e c t s  th a t  

d ie  r ig h t  a f t e r  f e r t i l i z i n g  e g g s  o f  t h e i r  m ates. There 

i s  a ty p e  o f  g r a ssh o p p er ,  the  fem ale  o f  which snaps o f f  

i t s  m a te 's  head d i r e c t l y  f o l lo w in g  c o p u la t io n .  H ere, i n  

a v e ry  r e a l  s e n s e ,  a new l i f e  em erges from th e  death  o f  an 

o ld  one. In  th e  b e h a v io r a l ly  o r ie n t e d  p s y c h o th e r a p ie s ,



www.manaraa.com

68

th e  " e x t in c t I o n ” o f  o l d ,  in a p p r o p r ia t e ,  and d y s f u n c t io n a l  

b e h a v io r  p a t t e r n s  i s  so u g h t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e p la c e  them w ith  

new, more f u n c t i o n a l  o n e s .  T h is  i s  th e  same id e a  a s  k i l l i n g  

o f f  an o ld  l i f e ,  o r  an o ld  way o f  l i f e  and r e p la c in g  i t  

w ith  som eth ing  new and, we a lw ay s  h op e , som eth ing  b e t t e r .

In  t h e  p s y c h o t h e r a p ie s  t h a t  c o n s id e r  th e m se lv e s  more 

c l o s e l y  a l l i e d  w ith  th e  h u m a n is t ic  s c h o o l  o f  th o u g h t ,  th e  

hope i s  t h a t  th e  c l i e n t  w i l l  l e a r n  t o  grow and i n  th a t  

way, r e p la c e  h i s  o ld  l i f e  s t y l e  w ith  a new and more f u n c t i o n a l  

one. I t  i s  t o  be remembered th a t  one o f  th e  m ajor c o n d i t i o n s  

i n  th e  b i o l o g i c a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " l i f e ” i s  t h a t  th e  organism  

grow s.

The argument p r e s e n te d  h ere  i s  p a r t l y  i n  agreem ent  

w ith  t h a t  o f  Lepp, th a t  th e  lo v e  o f  l i f e  i s  e s s e n t i a l  a s  

an a n t i d o t e  to  th e  f e a r  o f  d e a th .  Put i n  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  

te r m s ,  i t  i s  th a t  th e  one who can  a c c e p t  d eath  a s  a n e c e s s a r y  

p a r t  o f  l i f e  no lo n g e r  must s t r i v e  a g a in s t  i t ,  but can  

g e t  about th e  b u s i n e s s  o f  l i v i n g  and e n j o y in g  i t .  B u t,  

tak en  to  an ex tr em e , t h i s  l a t t e r  argument would become h ig h ly  

d y s f u n c t io n a l  and a n t i - p r o g r e s s i v e .  One m ight "accept"  

d eath  a s  a n e c e s s a r y  p a r t  o f  l i f e  and th en  be f r e e  o f  f e a r  

which m ight have se r v e d  a s  a h in d e r in g  f o r c e  to  h i s  f u l l
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p le a s u r e  in  l i f e .  He m ight l i v e  v e r y  f u l l y  u n t i l  th e  

v e r y  r e a l  p r o s p e c t  o f  d ea th  becomes p r e s e n t  i n  him o r  

a lo v e d  on e . Then, I  f e a r  th e  e x i s t e n t i a l  dread and a n x ie t y  

would be v e r y  much upon him. In  a s e n s e ,  i t  would be l i k e  

a c c e p t in g  war o r  p o v e r ty  a s  a n e c e s s a r y  p a r t  o f  l i f e .  We 

can th e n  ig n o r e  them u n t i l  we are  f a c e d  w ith  them. I  

b e l i e v e  ou r  a t t i t u d e  o f  a c c e p ta n c e  would change v e r y  r a p id ly  

i n  such a c a s e .  I  do not b e l i e v e  t h a t  " a c ce p t in g "  d eath  

would have l e d  to  so  many o f  th e  l i f e - p r e s e r v i n g  advan ces  

found in  m ed ica l  s c i e n c e .  The a c c e p ta n c e  o f  d ea th  may come 

a s  a tem porary p a l l i a t i v e  i n  th e  l i f e  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  

but in  th e  lo n g  run would be d y s f u n c t io n a l  both  f o r  him  

and f o r  th e  s p e c i e s .  H ere , I  must admit t o  e x p r e s s in g  a 

p e r s o n a l  v a l u e ,  but I  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  a l s o  th e  f o r c e  o f  th e  

argument in  The Courage To Be ( T i l l i c h ,  1 9 5 2 ) .  T i l l i c h ' s  

u se  o f  th e  word, "courage" in  th e  t i t l e ,  means not t h a t  

we "accept"  d e a th ,  but th a t  we f a c e  i t  and a l l  th e  a n x ie t y  

and f e a r  i t  b r in g s  w ith  i t ,  and d e s p i t e  th e  a n x ie t y  and 

f e a r ,  we s t i l l  l i v e .

The v iew  p r e s e n t e d  h ere  i s  in  o p p o s i t i o n  to  th a t  o f  

t h e  modern t h e o l o g i a n s ,  Lepp ( 1 9 6 8 ) makes r e f e r e n c e  t o



www.manaraa.com

70

and i s  more in  sympathy w ith  th e  p o in t  made in  Schneidraan's  

(1970 )  t i t l e  to  h i s  a r t i c l e  on death  in  P sych o log y  Today, 

"The Enemy." Perhaps th e  argument p r e se n te d  h ere  w i l l  be 

c o n str u e d  a s  in  accord  w ith  F reu d ’s con cep t o f  e r o s  v e r s u s  

th a n a to s  o r  th e  v iew  im p lie d  by Bakan ( 1 9 6 6 ) o f  the  a g e n t ic  

and th e  communal. Both p r e se n t  a n e g a t iv e  v iew  o f  d ea th .  

B u t, I  b e l i e v e ,  the  n e g a t iv e  v iew  o f  death  p r e s e n te d  here  

i s  in  a ccord  w ith  th e  b a s ic  r e l i g i o u s  v a lu e  o f  th e  s a n c t i t y  

o f  l i f e ,  from which i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  th a t  both  F r e u d 's  and 

B ak an 's  v iew s stem (Bakan, 1958)*

In  th e  e a r l i e r  developm ent o f  th e  W estern r e l i g i o n s  

a s  s e e n  in  th e  B i b l e ,  death  i s  regarded a s  a punishment  

(G e n e s is ,  3 s3> P sa lm s, 1 6 :1 0 )  and som eth ing  to  be a v o id e d .  

Although i t  i s  not som ething th a t  man can a v o id  by h i s  own 

e f f o r t s ,  th e  hope i s  e x p r e s s e d  th a t  in  th e  f u t u r e ,  death  

w i l l  no lo n g e r  e x l 3 t .  "He w i l l  sw allow  up death  f o r e v e r ;  

And th e  Lord God w i l l  wipe away t e a r s  from o f f  a l l  f a c e s  

( I s a ia h  2 5 : 8 ) ,"  and in  th e  New Testam ent i s  found th e  s e n t i 

ment t h a t  "the l a s t  enemy th a t  s h a l l  be d e s tr o y e d  i s  death  

( I  C o r r in th ia n s  1 5 : 2 6 ) ."  As s h a l l  be e x p r e s s e d  throughout  

t h i s  e s s a y ,  the  b a s ic  v a lu e  in  B i b l i c a l  r e l i g i o n  i s  th e
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v a lu e  o f  human l i f e .  I f  t h a t  i s  s o ,  and l i f e  i s  th e  e n t i t y  

t o  be a f f ir m e d ,  i t  i s  l o g i c a l l y  im p o s s ib le  t o  a f f i r m  I t s  

a n t i t h e s i s  which i s  d e a th .  Thus, a n e g a t iv e  v a l u a t i o n  o f  

d e a th  i s  found i n  th e  S c r ip t u r e s .  As th e  r e l i g i o n s  

d e v e lo p e d  f u r t h e r ,  th e  c o n c e p ts  o f  p h y s i c a l  r e s s u r e c t io n  

and th e  im m o r ta l i ty  o f  th e  s o u l  r e c e iv e d  g r e a t e r  em p h a sis .  

T h is  was a manner i n  w hich r e l i g i o n  a ttem p ted  t o  come to  

term s w ith  th e  r e a l i t y  o f  d e a th  and from t h e s e  id e a s  came 

t h e  th r e e  s t o r i e d  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e  

w it h  th e  underworld a t  th e  b ottom , th e  e a r th  i n  t h e  m idd le  

and th e  h eaven s above . I t  i s  t h i s  m y t h o lo g ic a l  p i c t u r e  

w hich modern t h e o l o g ia n s  r e j e c t  (Bultm ann, i 9 6 0 ) .

However, d ea th  was s t i l l  f e a r e d  and h a te d  by th e  

r e l i g i o u s ,  and in d eed  s t i l l  i s  to  t h i s  day ( c h a s i n ,  1 9 6 8 ) .  

In  e a r l i e r  tim eB , th e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  th e  h a tr e d  and f e a r  

o f  d ea th  was t h a t  in  d ea th  one was c a p a b le  no lo n g e r  o f  

atonem ent f o r  m is ta k e s  made d u r in g  h i s  l i f e .  The Talmud, 

t h e r e f o r e ,  a d v i s e s  each  man t o  l i v e  e v e r y  day a s  i f  i t  

were t o  be h i s  l a s t ,  and so  l i v e  atonem ent a l l  th e  days  

o f  h i s  l i f e .  In d eed , h ere  we have in  r e l i g i o u s  w r i t i n g s  

th e  v e r y  same a d v ic e  t h a t  h u m a n is t ic  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  o f f e r
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i n  th e  em phasis on l i v i n g  i n  the  "here and now." P e r i s  (1 9 5 1 )  

h a s  s a id  t h a t  i f  we c o n c e n tr a t e  on th e  p a s t ,  we a r e  l i v i n g  i n  

a s t a t e  o f  r e h a sh in g  " u n f in ish e d  b u s in e s s ,"  and i f  our con cen 

t r a t i o n  i s  on th e  f u t u r e ,  then  a l l  our en ergy  i s  d i r e c t e d  to  

" reh ea rs in g "  f o r  e v e n t s  th a t  may n ev er  ta k e  p l a c e .  E i t h e r  one 

o f  t h e s e  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  a n e u r o s i s ,  and in d e e d ,  th e  o n ly  way 

to  l i v e  f u l l y  and j o y f u l l y  i s  to  l i v e  i n  th e  "here and now ." 

R e c e n t ly ,  I  heard a p r e a c h e r  a d v is e  a young c o u p le  on t h e i r  

wedding day to  f o r g e t  th e  p a s t ,  a s  i t  i s  gon e , n ever  t o  be 

r e c o v e r e d ,  not to  worry about th e  f u t u r e  b eca u se  th a t  i s  in  

th e  hands o f  God, but to  l i v e  i n  and e n jo y  tod ay  f o r  th a t  

b e lo n g s  to  them. How s i m i l a r  h i s  words were to  th o s e  o f  P e r i s .  

Y e t ,  each  o f  them, and most h u m a n is t ic  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  today  a l s o  

I  f e a r ,  m iss  th e  im portance o f  th e  Talmudic s ta te m en t  a l lu d e d  

t o  th e  above . P e r i s ,  th e  p r e a c h e r ,  and th e  h u m a n is t ic  p s y c h o lo  

g i s t s  are a d v i s in g  a typ e  o f  modern day hedonism . I t  r in g s  

a s  a p h i lo s o p h y  o f  " e a t ,  d r in k ,  and be m erry, f o r  tomorrow  

You may d i e ."  The Talmudic s ta te m en t  i s  j u s t  th e  opposite.

I t  may d ie  and i t  i s  incumbent upon you to  l i v e  p r o p e r ly  

a t  t h i s  tim e which w i l l  s e r v e  a s  your p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  

t h a t  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  to d a y . The Talmud d ictum  m entioned
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i s  n o t  t e l l i n g  man t o  l i v e  a l i f e  o f  gloom b eca u se  th e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d ea th  f a c e s  him, but t o  l i v e  a l i f e  f u l l  o f  

m eaning, and a s  T i l l i c h  seems to  have caught th e  s p i r i t  

o f  th e  d ic tu m , a l i f e  o f  cou rage  i n  aw aren ess  o f  th e  

i n e v i t a b i l i t y  o f  d e a th .

However, th e  a n x i e t y  o f  th e  aw aren ess o f  d ea th  i s  s t i l l  

v e r y  much w ith  u s .  Modern w r i t e r s  on th e  s u b j e c t  o f  d ea th  

do not seem t o  answ er th e  u l t im a t e  q u e s t io n s  t o  th e  g r e a t e r  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l  man, than  d id  th e  a n c i e n t s .  

B u g en ta l (1 9 6 5 ) j s a y s  th a t  d ea th  r e a l l y  p r e s e n t s  an 

e x i s t e n t i a l  a n x ie t y  and can be c o u n te re d  by " f a i t h " ,  which  

would r e p r e s e n t  a u th e n t ic  b e in g .  By u s in g  th e  word " f a i t h ,"  

B u g en ta l  d o es  not n e c e s s a r i l y  mean a s p e c i f i c  f a i t h ,  but  

a g e n e r a l i z e d  ty p e  o f  f a i t h  i n  l i f e  o r  b e in g ,  i t s e l f .  He 

s a y s  t h a t  i s  th e  ty p e  o f  f a i t h  th a t  a f f i r m s ,  "I am I  (p .

329)*" H ere , I t  seem s t h a t  B u g en ta l becomes most unpsycho-  

l o g i c a l .  I  am I  when? Am I  th e  same I  s i t t i n g  h e r e ,  

a t te m p t in g  t o  d i s c o v e r  a n sw ers , o r  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  q u e s t io n s  

th a t  may some day be answered f o r  my own and o t h e r s '  b e n e f i t s  

a s  th e  I  who l e c t u r e s  t o  a c l a s s  o f  u n d erg ra d u ates  and 

a p p ea rs  somewhat o m n is c ie n t  i n  t h e i r  s i g h t ?  Am I  th e  same



www.manaraa.com

74

I  th a t  works w ith  a t r o u b le d ,  h u r t in g  p erso n  in  p sych oth erap y  

and a t te m p ts  to  h e lp  him overcome th a t  s p e c i f i c  hurt a s  th e  

I  who g o e s  to  my f r i e n d s  and c o l l e a g u e s  w ith  my own p e r so n a l  

h u r ts?  In s h o r t ,  can I  o r  B u g en ta l r e a l l y  a f f ir m  th a t  I  

am th e  same I  th a t  w i l l  be i n  f i v e  m inutes from now o r  th a t  

was f i v e  m inu tes  e a r l i e r ?  Y e t ,  B u g en ta l* s  a f f i r m a t io n  i s  

q u i t e  s i m i la r  t o  th e  B i b l i c a l  summation o f  God a s  "I am 

th a t  I  am." S in ce  I  am not s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th a t  w e l l  known 

s ta tem en t  about God and contend  th a t  i t  i s  a t e r r i b l y  m is

l e a d in g  m i s t r a n s l a t i o n ,  I  w i l l  tak e  th e  l i b e r t y  o f  g o in g  

back to  th e  Hebrew t e x t  and ren d er in g  my own t r a n s l a t i o n  

o f  the  p a ssa g e  and in t e r p r e t  i t  a c c o r d in g  to  s c h o la r s  who 

have a l s o  been  tr o u b le d  by i t ,  and advance my own t r a n s l a 

t i o n  f o r  t h i s  very  b a s ic  and im portant co n cep t in  a l l  o f  

the higher religions. First I w i l l  quote the more usual 

t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  th e  t e x t  which i s  found in  most B i b l e s  

(The Holy S c r ip t u r e s ,  1 9 5 5 )•  T h is  q u o ta t io n  i s  p a r t  o f  

th e  s t o r y  o f  Moses' c o n fr o n t a t io n  w ith  God a t  th e  burning  

bush when God t e l l s  Moses t o  go t o  Egypt and b r in g  th e  

Hebrew s l a v e s  to  freedom .

"And Moses s a id  unto God: 'B eh o ld , when I come unto
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th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l  and say  unto  them: th e  God 

o f  yo u r  f a t h e r s  h a th  s e n t  me un to  you and th e y  s h a l l  

say  t o  me: What i s  H is  name? What s h a l l  I  sa y  unto  

them ?1 And God s a i d  unto Mose3: ' I  Am That I  Am1; 

and He s a id ;  ' th u s  s h a l t  thou  say  un to  th e  c h i ld r e n  

o f  I s r a e l :  I  Am h a th  se n t  me un to  you . (Exodus I I I :

13, 1 4 ) . H

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  my t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  th e  same t e x t s  tak en  

from th e  Hebrew (M ikraot G 'd o lo t ,  1 9 3 1 ):

"And Moses s a id  t o  God, 'Now, when I  come t o  th e  

members o f  I s r a e l  and I  s h a l l  sa y  t o  them, th e  God 

o f  yo u r  f a t h e r s  s e n t  me to  y ou , and th e y  s h a l l  sa y  

t o  me: What i s  H is  name? What sh o u ld  I  say  t o  them?'

And God s a id  to  M oses, ' I  s h a l l  be th a t  which I  s h a l l  

b e : '  And He s a i d ,  'So s h a l l  you  say  to  th e  members 

o f  I s r a e l ,  I  s h a l l  be s e n t  me t o  you (Exodus I I I :  1 3 ,  

The l a t e s t  J ew ish  P u b l i c a t i o n  S o c i e t y  t r a n s l a t i o n  d oes  

n ot t r a n s l a t e  th e  c o n f u s in g  t e x t  and a l lo w s  i t  t o  remain i n  

a t r a n s l i t e r a t e d  form o f  th e  Hebrew (The Torah, 1 9 6 2 ) .  In  

a f o o t n o t e ,  both  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  and my t r a n s l a t i o n s  are  

g iv e n .
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Two v e ry  im portant p o i n t s  a re  to  be made h e r e ,  one i n  

c o n n e c t io n  w ith  th e  Tetragrammaton i t s e l f  ( A lb r ig h t ,  1957)*  

th e  f o u r  l e t t e r e d  name o f  Ood used  i n  th e  Old T esta m en t,  

and th e  secon d  i s  th e  f a c t  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t e n s e s  

i n  th e  v e r s e s  q u oted  above about th e  name o f  God. I t  i s  

u n i v e r s a l l y  r e c o g n iz e d  th a  t h e  Tetregram m aton, YHWH, i s  

a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  th e  Hebrew v e r b ,  HYH, which means, " to  be" 

o r  " b e i n g ." Thus, the  name o f  God, u s u a l l y  ra isrendered  

i n t o  E n g l is h  a s  "Jehovah" i s  a God o f  b e in g ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  

th e  i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  name i s  one o f  b e in g .  T h is ,  in  

i t s e l f ,  i s  very  m ean in g fu l i n  any d i s c u s s i o n  o f  r e l i g i o n  

and e x i s t e n t i a l i s m .  The i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  a God o f  E x i s t e n c e .  

Such an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  p la y s  havoc w ith  th e  t h r e e  s t o r i e d  

p i c t u r e  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e  and p u ts  God r i g h t  back in  th e  

w orld  as an e x i s t i n g  p a r t  of the world. But what 1s even 

more r e v o lu t io n a r y  t o  some would be th e  f u t u r e  t e n s e  in  

which G od's answ er t o  M oses' q u e s t io n  was w r i t t e n .  There  

can be l i t t l e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  t e n s e  b e in g  in  th e  f u t u r e  

s i n c e  th e  m ed iev a l comm entators on th e  B ib le  who d id  n o t  

have th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l  

and worked e n t i r e l y  on th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  Hebrew t e x t  a l s o
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e x p la in e d  i t  a s  f u t u r e  t e n s e ,  th u s  R ash i*  e x p la in e d  th e  

v e r s e  a s  m eaning, "I s h a l l  be w ith  them i n  t h i s  problem  

a s  I  s h a l l  be w ith  them in  o th e r  c a p t i v i t i e s  and o th e r  

e x i l e s . ”

We a r e  c o n fr o n te d  h ere  w ith  v a r io u s  f u t u r e  t e n s e s  

f o r  th e  name o f  God. The Tetragrammaton, i t s e l f ,  i f  se en  

i n  th e  form o f  a v e r b ,  would be i n  the  t h i r d  p e r so n ,  

s i n g u l a r  im p e r fe c t  t e n s e ;  th e  answer Moses r e c e iv e d  i s  

in  th e  f i r s t  p e r so n ,  s i n g u l a r  im p e r fe c t  t e n s e .  I t  can  

be s a id  th a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  th a t  a t  l e a s t  t o  some o f  th e  

w r i t e r s  o f  th e  Old T estam en t, God c o u ld  have been se e n  a s  

a "becoming God." Thus, not o n ly  haB man a p r o j e c t ,  a c c o r d 

in g  t o  S a r t r e ,  o f  becoming God, but from t h i s  p o in t  o f  

v ie w ,  God would a l s o  have a p r o j e c t  o f  becoming God. The 

co n cep t  o f  m ajor im portance which i s  p r e s e n te d  h ere  i s  th a t  

t h e  f u t u r e  o r i e n t a t i o n  both  in  man and God i s  e s s e n t i a l  and 

was p erh ap s i n t u i t i v e l y  r e c o g n iz e d  b e fo r e  we had such s o p h i s 

t i c a t e d  f i e l d s  o f  endeavor  a s  p h i lo s o p h y  and s c i e n c e .  W ithout

*R ash l;  A b b r e v ia t io n  o f  Rabbi Shlomo ( so n  o f  I s a a c ,  th e  l e a d in g  
and most w id e ly  a c c e p te d  J ew ish  expounder and i n t e r p r e t e r  o f  
th e  Old T estam ent and Talmud. Born i n  T r o y e s ,  F ra n ce , 1040;  
d ie d  T r o y e s ,  1105*
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t h i s  f u tu r e  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  e x i s t e n c e  would become not only- 

s h a l lo w ,  but a l s o  absurd .

P erh ap s, i t  i s  a t  t h i s  p o in t  o f  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  

im portance  o f  th e  f u t u r e  t h a t  our prob lem s b e g in ,  a s  

B u g e n ta l  i n t i m a t e s ,  he cannot be su re  w h eth er  e x i s t e n t i a l  

a n x ie t y  can e v e r  be a n y th in g  but p r e s e n t .  As was m entioned  

e a r l i e r ,  he a s s e r t s  t h a t  s i n c e  we can n e v e r  know a l l  o f  th e  

c o n t i n g e n c ie s  c o n n e c te d  w ith  ou r  c h o i c e s  and a c t i o n s ,  "thus  

i s  born th e  s e n s e  o f  b e in g  s u b j e c t  t o  f a t e ,  which in  i t s  

u l t i m a t e  form i s  th e  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  d ea th  (B u g e n ta l ,  1965 ,  

p . 3 6 ) ."  I t  sh o u ld  be n o t i c e d  t h a t  when B u g en ta l sp eak s  

o f  c o n t i n g e n c i e s ,  he i s  sp ea k in g  o f  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

f u t u r e  e v e n t s ,  j u s t  a s  when he sp ea k s  o f  th e  a n t i c i p a t i o n  

o f  d e a th ,  i t  i s  a f u t u r e  e v e n t  we a r e  a n t i c i p a t i n g ,  and i t  

i s  t h i s  f u t u r e  which i s  a t  th e  r o o t  o f  our a n x i e t y .

B e fo re  r e tu r n in g  t o  B u g en ta l  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  

t h a t  we a re  d e a l in g  w ith  a group o f  o p p o s i t e s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  

which w h i le  c o n t r a d i c t i n g  one a n o th e r ,  a l s o  complement one 

a n o th e r .  In an age i n  which th e  c ry  o f  "God i s  dead" i s  

so  o f t e n  h e a r d ,  t h i s  e s s a y  i s  d e a l in g  w ith  a God o f  e x i s t e n c e  

(Fromm's ( 1 9 6 6 ) v e r y  c o g en t  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  th e  r e a l  q u e s t io n
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i s  w hether  o r  not man i s  dead , sh ou ld  n o t  be o v e r lo o k e d ) .  

W hile we a r e  d e a l in g  w ith  e x i s t e n c e ,  i t  was found th a t  th e  

s u b j e c t  c o u ld  not be d e a l t  w ith  u n l e s s  we to o k  i n t o  accou nt  

t h e  f a c t  o f  n o n - e x i s t e n c e ,  or  d e a th . And i n  r e c o g n iz in g  

t h a t  w ith o u t  p l a c in g  g r e a t  im portance  upon th e  f u t u r e ,  

l i f e  becomes a b su rd , i t  i s  a l s o  r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  t h i s  fu t u r e  

o r i e n t a t i o n  may be th e  c a u se  o f  much a n x ie t y  and p a in  in  

human l i f e .  T h is  s p e c u l a t i o n  can be compared t o  th e  

p h y s i c i s t s 1 e a r l y  s p e c u l a t i o n  about a n t im a t t e r ,  which has  

been  proven  and to d a y  i s  b e in g  c o n s id e r e d  a s  a p o t e n t i a l  

en erg y  s o u r c e .  One o f  th e  p o i n t s  b e in g  made i n  t h i s  paper  

i s  th a t  t h in g s  which seem c o n t r a d ic t o r y  may not n e c e s s a r i l y  

be s o ,  and p s y c h o lo g y  may have much t o  g a in  by b e in g  open  

t o  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  th e  phenomena i t  c h o o se s  to  admit t o  

I t s  domain o f  s u b j e c t  m a tte r .

W hile r e c o g n iz in g  t h a t  d ea th  i s  a p a r t  o f  l i f e ,  i t  d o es  

n o t  seem t h a t  B u g e n ta l  would make th e  s ta te m e n t ,  a s  d id  Lepp, 

t h a t  d ea th  i s  th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  l i f e .  On th e  c o n tr a r y ,  

B u g en ta l  r e c o g n iz e s  th e  t r a g i c  i n  l i f e ,  and In d eed , th e  

supreme tr a g e d y  i s  d e a th . He (B u g e n ta l ,  1 9 6 5 ) t e l l s  o f  a 

p a t i e n t  who "As sh e  f i n a l l y  r e c o g n iz e d  how much she  f e a r e d
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th e  d e a th s  o f  h e r s e l f  and h e r  c h i l d r e n . . . c o u ld  e n jo y  l i f e  

w ith  them (p . 1 7 ) ."  D ea th , a s  th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  l i f e  

seem s l i k e  a v e r y  p o s i t i v e  p o in t  o f  v ie w , a lm o st  t h a t  d ea th  

i s  som eth ing  d e v o u t ly  t o  be w ish ed . I t  seem s l i k e  som eth ing  

we sh ou ld  ta k e  t o  our h e a r t s  and a lm o st  lo o k  forw ard t o ,  

th en  f e a r  o f  i t  would v a n i s h ,  and we would be a b le  t o  th e n  

go about e n j o y in g  l i f e .  B u g en ta l  d o e s  not speak o f  th e  

f e a r  o f  d ea th  v a n i s h in g .  He sp eak s  o f  t h e  f e a r  o f  d ea th  

b e in g  r e c o g n iz e d .  I t  i s  som eth ing  t h a t  i s  g o in g  t o  happen  

t o  a l l  o f  u s .  We must not r e p r e s s  i t ,  b u t f a c e  i t ,  and not  

n e c e s s a r i l y  l i k e  i t .  In  f a c t ,  i f  B u g e n ta l  i s  congruent  

w ith  T i l l i c h ' s  (1 9 5 2 )  p o in t  o f  v ie w ,  which I  b e l i e v e  he i s ,  

th en  d ea th  i s  som eth ing  we not o n ly  do n ot l i k e ,  but we 

h a t e .  T h is  would be th e  whole  p o in t  o f  T i l l i c h ' s  t i t l e ,

Thp Courage To B e . Courage i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  i n  c o n f r o n t in g  

t h a t  which I s  n o t  f e a r  p ro v o k in g  t o  u s;  J u s t  th e  o p p o s i t e  1b 

t r u e ,  we need courage  t o  f a c e  t h a t  which a r o u s e s  i n  us th e  

m ost a n x i e t y .  I t  i s  T i l l i c h ' s  t h e s i s ,  and I  b e l i e v e  B u g en ta l  

i s  s t a t i n g  th e  same argum ent, t h a t  l i f e  can n ot be fa c e d  f u l l y  

o r  c o u r a g e o u s ly  u n t i l  th e  f e a r  o f  d e a th  o r  n o n -b e in g  I s  

r e c o g n iz e d  and a c c e p t e d .  The im p ortan t t h in g  h ere  i s  t h a t
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I t  be r e c o g n iz e d  and a c c e p t e d ,  not e x p la in e d  away. R a l lg io m  

and p h i lo s o p h y  have a ttem p ted  t h o s e  t a c t i c s  w ith o u t  s u c c e s s .

We sh ou ld  v e r y  c a u t i o u s l y  guard a g a i n s t  f a l l i n g  In to  th e  

Bame tr a p .  F ear  o f  d ea th  cannot be e x p la in e d  away. I t  

i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  not im p o s s ib le  t o  c o n c e iv e  o f  d ea th  a s  

b e in g  a n y th in g  but an a n x ie t y  p r o v o k in g  t o p i c ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

so  when one i s  c o n te m p la t in g  h i s  own f i n i t u d e  o r  t h a t  o f  

t h o s e  he l o v e s .

On a s u p e r f i c i a l  l e v e l ,  i t  ap p ears  t h a t  many o f  th e  

p o i n t s  o f  v iew  p r e s e n te d  above have a s  a common denom inator  

th e  e f f e c t  o f  d e s e n s i t i z i n g  o n e s e l f  t o  th e  a n x ie t y  o f  d ea th  

i n  a Wolpean (1 9 6 6 )  manner, by sp e a k in g  so f r e e l y  and co u r 

a g e o u s ly  about i t ,  o r  r e p r e s s i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  m a tte r  and 

s u b l im a t in g  w ith  a lo v e  f o r  l i f e .  The p o in t  o f  v iew  

e x p r e s s e d  in  t h i s  e s s a y  i s  t h a t  d ea th  i s  som eth ing  a l l  

f a i r l y  normal p e o p le  f e a r  and h a t e .  R e l i g i o n ,  p h i lo s o p h y ,  

and f i n a l l y  p s y c h o lo g y  a l l  have to  d e a l  w ith  i t  b eca u se  

I t  i s  prim ary t o  th e  human c o n d i t i o n ,  and i t  i s  th e  human 

c o n d i t io n  which we c o n c e iv e  o f  a s  c e n t r a l  to  ou r  i n t e r e s t s  

and s t u d i e s .  R e c o g n iz in g  th e  a n x i e t y  a t t a c h e d  t o  th e  n o t io n  

o f  d ea th  i s  where p s y c h o lo g y  can make i t s  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r ib u t io n
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b eca u se  t h i s  a n x ie t y  can be p o t e n t i a l l y  im m o b il iz in g  t o  

b o th  th e  in d iv i d u a l  and th e  s p e c i e s .

H ere, a t  th e  p s y c h o lo g y  o f  d ea th  i s  one p o in t  a t  which  

r e l i g i o n ,  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m ,  and h u m a n is t ic  p s y c h o lo g y  converge  

R e l i g i o n  i s  h ere  b e c a u se  i t  a t te m p ts  t o  answ er th e  b a s i c  

q u e s t io n s  o f  l i f e ,  ’’Where d id  I  come from? What am I  d o in g  

h ere?  And where am I  g o in g ?  (T a lm u d ).” Phrased  a n o th er  

way, th e  b a s i c  q u e s t io n  i s ,  "What i s  t h i s  a l l  a b o u t ,  anyway? 

The answ er t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n  must be th a t  i t  i s  a b s u r d i t y .  

E c c l e s i a s t e s  answered i n  a n o th er  word, "V anity  o f  v a n i t i e s ,  

a l l  i s  v a n i t y  ( E c c l e s i a s t e s  1 : 2 ) ."  The f o r c e  o f  th e  e n t i r e  

book o f  E c c l e s i a s t e s  i s  th a t  a l l  i s  v a n i t y  o r  i n  th e  more 

modern word, " a b su r d ity ."  No works a man d o e s  p r o f i t s  

him f o r  th e  end i s  d e a th . I s  i t  any wonder th a t  th e  l a s t  

v e r s e s  o f  th e  work a r e :  "The end o f  th e  matter, a l l  h a v in g  

b een  h eard : f e a r  God, and keep H is  commandments) f o r  t h i s

i s  th e  w hole  man. For God s h a l l  b r in g  e v e r y  work i n t o  th e  

judgment c o n c e r n in g  e v e r y  h id den  t h i n g ,  w h eth er  i t  .be good  

o r  w hether  i t  be e v i l .  ( E c c l e s i a s t e s  X II :  13* 1 4 ) ."  Some 

s c h o l a r s  c o n c lu d e  th a t  th e  l a s t  p a s s a g e s  o f  th e  book are  th e  

work o f  an e d i t o r  "who was both  f a s c i n a t e d  and tr o u b le d  by
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I t s  c o n t e n t s  (G o rd ls ,  1955)*" The p u rp ose  o f  th e  " ed itor"  

making t h i s  a d d i t io n  to  th e  book i s  s im p ly  th a t  we cannot  

l i v e  w ith  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  th a t  i t  i s  a l l  v a n i t y  o r  a b s u r d i ty  

and th a t  t h e r e  must be a purpose to  our l a b o r s .  H is  answer  

was t h a t  th e  purpose  i s  th a t  God w i l l  judge us some day 

f o r  our works. N o te , th e  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  h ere  to o  i s  a 

f u t u r e  o r i e n t a t i o n .  I t  i s  ray b e l i e f  a l s o ,  t h a t  t h e  B ib le  

b e g in s  a s  i t  d o es  f o r  th e  very  same r e a s o n ,  th a t  o f  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  a God as  th e  purpose  b eh in d  th e  c o n f u s io n  

o f  th e  w o r ld . I f  God i s  ind eed  th e  a r c h i t e c t  beh in d  the  

w o r ld , th en  i t  i s  not absurd and men can l i v e .  There  

w i l l  be more s a id  on th e  B u bject o f  God, The C r e a to r  a s  

we reach  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  prim ary v a lu e  c o n c ep t  in  

r e l i g i o n  which d o e s  not seem t o  f i n d  th e  answ er o f  l i f e  

i n  d e a th ,  but r a t h e r ,  th e  answer to  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  death  

i n  l i f e .

E x i s t e n t i a l i s m  i s  a t  t h i s  p o in t  b eca u se  o f  i t s  concern  

w ith  e x i s t e n c e  and b e in g ,  and th e  l o g i c a l  o p p o s i t e  o f  b e in g  

i s  n o n -b e in g ,  a co n cep t  which can be equated  o n ly  w ith  

d ea th  (H e id e g g e r ,  1963# S a r t r e ,  1 962 , T i l l i c h ,  1952 ,  

B u g e n ta l ,  1 9 6 5 )* Here a g a in ,  th e  p o in t  must be made th a t
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i n  o rd er  t o  s tu d y  a s u b j e c t  f u l l y ,  i t s  o p p o s i t e  i n  n atu re  

must be s t u d ie d  a s  w e l l .  I t  i s  p e r h a p s ,  f o r  t h i s  very  

r ea so n  th a t  so  many s e e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  a s  a v e r y  p e s s i 

m i s t i c  p h i lo s o p h y .  The same o b s e r v a t io n  can be made about  

F reud , who i s  a l s o  a c cu sed  f r e q u e n t ly  o f  b e in g  e x tr e m e ly  

p e s s i m i s t i c .  May (1 9 6 9 )  p o i n t s  ou t  th a t  j u s t  a s  in  

F r e u d 's  d ay , th e  B u bject  o f  se x  was ta b o o ,  to d ay  i t  i s  

th e  s u b j e c t  o f  d ea th  which i s  ta b o o . E x i s t e n t i a l i s m  and 

Freud i n v e s t i g a t i n g  th e  d e p th s  o f  l i f e  both  come t o  the  

p o in t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  d eath  a s  an e s s e n t i a l ,  a l b e i t  unhappy 

a s p e c t  o f  l i f e .

H um anistic  p sy c h o lo g y  (B u g e n ta l ,  1965) h as  had to  

come t o  t h i s  p o in t  o f  c o n s i d e r a t io n  o f  d e a th ,  b ecau se  

i t s  con cern  i s  a h o l i s t i c  approach (Maslow, 1 9 6 7 ) to  th e  

stu d y  o f  th e  human b e in g .  T h is  h o l i s t i c  approach in c lu d e s  

not o n ly  a s tu d y  o f  d e a th ,  but a l s o  a deep c o n s id e r a t io n  

o f  v a lu e s  which im pel th e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  a c t i o n .  In  t h i s  

s e n s e ,  h u m a n is t ic  p s y c h o lo g y  i s  con cern ed  w ith  th e  v e ry  

same q u e s t io n s  o f  v a lu e s  th a t  r e l i g i o n  has been s t r u g g l i n g  

w ith  f o r  m i l l e n i a .  The b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  w h ile  

r e l i g i o n  h as a ttem p ted  t o  g i v e  answ ers t o  th e  q u e s t io n s ,
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p s y c h o lo g y  o n ly  a t te m p ts  t o  c a l c u l a t e  and c l a r i f y  th e  

q u e s t io n s  and then  d i s c o v e r  th e  meaning o f  them.

A nother p o in t  a t  which t h e s e  f o r c e s  converge  I s  th e  

p o in t  o f  u n i t y  o r  a t - o n e - n e s s .  The e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s ,  

a s  r e p r e s e n te d  by S a r tr e  ( 1 9 6 2 ) ,  p o in t  ou t th a t  "To b e . . .  

means to  be u n i f i e d  i n  th e  w orld  (p . 2 8 - 2 9 ) ."  Or p h rased  

a n o th e r  way, "Human r e a l i t y  i s  th e  pure e f f o r t  t o  become 

God ( S a r t r e ,  1962 , p . 6 l ) . "  The p r o j e c t  o f  th e  human 

b e in g ,  in  t h i s  thou ght i s  to  be God who i s  t h e  one who i s  

a t  one w ith  th e  u n iv e r s e .  The v e ry  same id e a  app ears  in  

May ( 1 9 6 9 ) ,  in  F ran k l (1963 )»  a lm ost  everyw here in  Fromm, 

where th e  b a s i c  problem  c o n f r o n t in g  w e s te r n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  

today i s  s a id  to  be t h a t  o f  a l i e n a t i o n .  By a l i e n a t i o n  i s  

meant a l i e n a t i o n  from th e  s e l f  and a l i e n a t i o n  from th e  

u n iv e r s e  a t  l a r g e .  As h a s  been in t im a te d  through out t h i s  

e s s a y ,  t h i n g s  and movements do not happen a c c i d e n t a l l y .  

The f a n t a s t i c  growth o f  th e  e n c o u n te r  group movement, I  

b e l i e v e ,  i s  i n  r e b e l l i o n  a g a in s t  t h i s  p e r v a d in g  f e e l i n g  

o f  a l i e n a t i o n .  At l e a s t  f o r  a t im e ,  in  t h e s e  gro u p s ,  

p e o p le  Bhare t h e i r  in t im a t e  s e l v e s  w ith  o t h e r s  and can
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f e e l  c l o s e  to  o t h e r s .  May ( 1 9 6 9 ) i n t i m a t e s  th a t  th e  s e x u a l  

r e v o l u t i o n  or  th e  new m o r a l i ty  i s  a n o th er  way o f  t e m p o r a r i ly  

e s c a p in g  from th e  t e r r i b l e  f e e l i n g  o f  a l i e n a t i o n .  I  would  

a l s o  v e n tu r e  to  say  th a t  a t  th e  o t h e r  "extreme" in  th e  

world  o f  p s y c h o lo g y ,  th e  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  in  B e h a v io r  Modi

f i c a t i o n  i s  i n  c o n fo r m ity  w ith  th e  p e r v a s iv e  f e e l i n g  o f  

a l i e n a t i o n .  S k in n er  (1 9 7 1 )  em p h a sizes  t h a t  i t  i s  the  

environm ent which r e i n f o r c e s  o r  p u n is h e s  our b e h a v io r .  I t  

i s  not th e  p e r s o n a l ,  but th e  im p erson a l environm ent t h a t  we 

must d e a l  w ith  i n  o r d e r  to  h e lp  mankind r e a l i z e  th e  l e v e l  

o f  p o t e n t i a l  c a p a b le  o f  a t ta in m e n t .  In  a s e n s e ,  S k in n er  

i s  a lm o st  sp e a k in g  a s  a r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  o f  p r i m i t i v e  

r e l i g i o n  (which our w orsh ip  o f  te c h n o lo g y  can be compared 

to  f a i r l y ) ,  w h erein  th e  environm ent ta k e s  th e  p la c e  o f  th e  

gods who reward and p u n ish .  Man must then m a n ip u la te  th e  

environm ent (o r  g o d s )  in  such a way t h a t  more r e in fo r c e m e n t  

and l e s s  punishm ent w i l l  be fo r th co m in g . I t  has been  my 

e x p e r ie n c e  in  c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  one o f  th e  more prom inent  

b e h a v io r  m o d i f i e r s  i n  t h i s  c o u n tr y ,  t o  a sk  i f ,  in  f a c t ,  I  

would n o t  become " re in fo rcem en t"  t o  th e  p e r so n  I  was h e lp in g .  

He t o l d  me I  was m is s in g  th e  e n t i r e  p o i n t ,  but I  had th e



www.manaraa.com

87

f e e l i n g  t h a t  he was r e f u s i n g  to  r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  th e  p e r so n  

o f  th e  b e h a v io r  m o d i f i e r  c o u ld  become in v o lv e d .  A d m itte d ly ,  

th e  above i s  an o v e r  s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  S k in n e r ,  who rem ains  

one o f  th e  g e n iu s e s  o f  American p s y c h o lo g y ,  and a much more 

com plex p e r so n  than many o f  hiB  d e t r a c t o r s  c a r e  to  adm it.

But I  b e l i e v e  th a t  th e  above g i v e s  a f a i r l y  tr u e  p i c t u r e  

o f  th o s e  whom S k in n er ,  h im s e l f  term s " b e h a v io r a l i s t s "  

(S k in n e r ,  1 9 7 1 ) .

In e i t h e r  c a s e ,  th e  a n a l y s i s  p r e s e n te d  h ere  i s  th a t  

a l i e n a t i o n  i s  a problem  and p e o p le  respond to  i t  in  d i f f e r e n t  

w ays, b u t t h e r e  i s  no e sc a p e  from th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  do 

resp on d . Thus, i t  i s  th e  aim o f  th e  h ig h  r e l i g i o n s  f o r  

man t o  be a t  one w ith  God o r  w ith  th e  u n iv e r s e .  I t  i s  

a l s o  r e c o g n iz e d  th a t  man cannot be a t  one w ith  God u n t i l  

he l «  a b le  to  be a t  one w ith  h i m s e l f .  In  d i f f e r e n t  ways, 

w hich are  a t  h e a r t  q u i t e  s i m i l a r ,  r e l i g i o n  a t te m p ts  t o  g iv e  

man th e  w h er ew ith a l  t o  a cco m p lish  t h i s  u n i t y  w ith  h i m s e l f ,  

God, and th e  u n iv e r s e .  Such i s  th e  f o r c e  o f  H e s c h e l ' s  (1 959 )  

w r i t i n g s ,  th a t  by r a i s i n g  th e  p ro fa n e  t o  th e  h o l y ,  we become 

c l o s e r  t o  u n i t y  w ith  God. I t  was p o in t e d  o u t  e a r l i e r  th a t  

t h e  many b e n e d i c t io n s  found i n  Judaism  a re  f o r  th a t  p u rp o se .
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In th e  Roman C a t h o l ic  Mass* a c t u a l l y  e a t i n g  th e  h o s t ,  and 

I t  i s  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  not sy m b o lic ,  bu t th e  w afer  

becomes th e  body o f  C h r i s t  i n  r e a l i t y  and th e  w ine h i s  

b lo o d ,  has th e  f o r c e  o f  making C h r is t  a p a r t  o f  th e  

p h y s i c a l  organism  o f  th e  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  th e  man. Thus, 

i n  our a n a l y s i s ,  th e  p r o c e s s  i s  r e v e r s e d  and God becomes 

p a r t  o f  th e  human b e in g  i n  th e  Roman C a t h o l ic  R i t u a l ,  but  

when two e n t i t i e s  become o n e , what I s  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  which  

has become p a r t  o f  which? Such t o o ,  i s  th e  f o r c e  o f  B u b e r 's  

I-Thou r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  In  which b oth  th e  I  

and th e  Thou become p a r t  o f  one a n o th e r ,  and each  p a r t  

I s  a s u b j e c t  to  i t s e l f  and t o  th e  o th e r .  Here th e  word 

" su b jec t"  can be u n d ers to o d  in  I t s  gram m atica l s e n s e  a s  

th e  one who i s  a c t i v e  and d oes th e  a c t i n g .  A ccord in g  to  

B u ber, both  p a r t i e s  In th e  I-Thou r e l a t i o n s h i p  do th e  

a c t i n g  and a r e  n ot m erely  a c te d  upon. An I - i t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

o b j e c t i f i e s  a p e r so n  and makes th e  " i t "  p a r ty  i n t o  a 

d e p e r s o n a l i z e d  e n t i t y .

Perhaps th e  f i r s t  r e l i g i o u s  example o f  th e  I-Thou  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  t h a t  found i n  G e n e s is .  Once a g a in  I  w i l l  

q u o te  th e  u s u a l  t r a n s l a t i o n  (1 9 5 5 )  and f o l l o w  i t  w ith  

my own t r a n s l a t i o n  d i r e c t l y  from th e  Hebrew T e x t .
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And th e  Lord God s a i d :  ' I t  I s  not good th a t  th e  

man sh o u ld  he a lo n e ;  I  w i l l  make him a h e lp  meet 

f o r  h i m . ' And out o f  th e  ground th e  Lord God formed  

e v e r y  b e a s t  o f  th e  f i e l d ,  and e v e r y  fo w l  o f  th e  a i r ;  

and brought them unto th e  man t o  s e e  what he would  

c a l l  them; and w h a tso e v e r  th e  man would c a l l  e v e r y  

l i v i n g  c r e a t u r e ,  th a t  was to  be th e  name t h e r e o f .

And man gave names t o  a l l  c a t t l e ,  and t o  th e  fo w l  

o f  th e  a i r ,  and to  e v e r y  b e a s t  o f  th e  f i e l d ;  but  

f o r  Adam t h e r e  was not found a h e lp  meet f o r  him.

And th e  Lord God ca u sed  a deep s l e e p  t o  f a l l  upon 

th e  man, and he s l e p t ;  and He to o k  one o f  h i s  r i b s ,  

and c lo s e d  up th e  p la c e  w ith  f l e s h  i n s t e a d  t h e r e o f .

And th e  r i b ,  w hich th e  Lord God had ta k en  from th e  

man, made He a woman and brought h e r  t o  th e  man.

And th e  man s a id :  'T h is  I s  now bone o f  n*y bones and 

f l e s h  o f  my f l e s h ;  she s h a l l  be c a l l e d  Woman, b eca u se  

she  was tak en  ou t  o f  man. T h e r e fo r e  s h a l l  a man 

l e a v e  h i s  f a t h e r  and h i s  m other and s h a l l  c le a v e  unto  

h i s  w i f e ,  and th e y  s h a l l  be one f l e s h  (G e n e s is  I I :  1 8 -  

The t r a n s l a t i o n  from  M ikraot G 'd o lo t  (1 9 5 1 )  f o l l o w s :
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And th e  Lord God s a id :  'The man b e in g  by h im s e l f  i s  

not good; I  w i l l  make a s i m i l a r  h e lp e r  f o r  him. And 

th e  Lord God formed from th e  e a r th  a l l  th e  b e a s t s  o f  

th e  f i e l d  and a l l  th e  fo w l  o f  th e  h e a v e n s ,  and He 

brought them t o  th e  man t o  s e e  what he would c a l l  

them; and w h atever  th e  man c a l l e d  each  l i v i n g  s o u l ,  

t h a t  i s  i t s  name. And th e  man gave names t o  a l l  th e  

c a t t l e ,  and th e  fo w l  o f  th e  h e a v e n s ,  and to  a l l  th e  

b e a s t s  o f  th e  f i e l d ,  but f o r  Adam he d i d n ' t  f i n d  

a s i m i l a r  h e l p e r .  And th e  Lord God cau sed  a deep  

s l e e p  to  f a l l  upon th e  man and he s l e p t ,  and He 

to o k  one o f  h i s  r i b s  and c lo s e d  up th e  f l e s h  th e r e .

And th e  Lord God b u i l t  th e  r ib  which he to o k  from  

th e  man i n t o  a woman, and He brought h e r  to  th e  

man. And th e  man a a id ,  'T h is  i a  th e  time-. ' Bone 

from my bones and f l e s h  from my f l e s h ,  t h i s  one  

s h a l l  be c a l l e d  woman b eca u se  she  was tak en  from  

m a n .' For t h i s  r e a so n  a man s h a l l  l e a v e  h i s  f a t h e r  

and h i s  m other and c l e a v e  unto hiB w i f e  and t h e y  s h a l l  

be a s  one f l e s h .
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These p a r t i c u l a r  segm ents In  th e  B i b l e  have so  much 

t o  sa y  about th e  I-Thou r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  I t  I s  w ith  h u m i l i ty  

th a t  one ap p roaches  th e  s u b j e c t .  F i r s t ,  i t  i s  im portant  

t o  e x p l a in  my t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  a " s im i la r  h e lp e r"  which i s  

s u g g e s te d  by th e  Hebrew T ext I t s e l f  and i s  su pp orted  by 

m ed iev a l com m entaries which rea d , "The h e lp e r  sh o u ld  be 

a lm o st  s i m i l a r  t o  him i n  f e a t u r e . " But more Im portant t o  

th e  I-Thou r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  th e  c o n c ep t  g iv e n  i n  th e  B i b l e  

th a t  both  th e  man and w ife  had t o  be th e  s u b j e c t s .  T h is  

i s  s u g g e s te d  by th e  myth o f  th e  woman b e in g  formed from p a r t  

o f  th e  man. The woman and th e  man a re  on e . I t  i s  t o  be 

remembered from th e  v e r s e s  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  o t h e r  a n im a ls  

were formed o f  th e  e a r t h ,  not o f  th e  man, h i m s e l f .  The 

normal man d oes  not o b j e c t i f y  h im s e l f  o r  become a l i e n a t e d  

from h i m s e l f .  He p e r c e iv e s  h im s e l f  a s  a s u b j e c t .  The B ib le  

i s  s a y in g  t h a t  th e  woman was and had to  be a s u b j e c t  to  th e  

man b eca u se  she  was a p a r t  o f  him. L ik e w is e ,  he had t o  be 

a s u b j e c t  to  h e r  b eca u se  th e y  were one and th e  same. T h is  

i s  r e c o g n iz e d  by Adam i n  h i s  e x c la m a t io n ,  "Bone from ray 

b o n e s ,  e t c ."

A nother im p ortan t c o n c ep t  i s  h id d en  i n  th e  t r a n s l a t i o n
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o f  Adam's w ords, "This I s  th e  t im e ."  I t  I s  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  

such s im p ly  b e c a u se  I  cannot un derstand  from  th e  Hebrew 

T ext how i t  can be t r a n s l a t e d  o t h e r w is e .  The p h ra se  s im p ly  

m eans, "This i s  th e  t im e ."  A g a in , su p p ort f o r  t h i s  t r a n s l a 

t i o n  i s  found b o th  i n  th e  m ed iev a l com m entaries and i n  th e  

Talmud where t h i s  v e r s e  I s  I n t e r p r e t e d  t o  mean, "This t e a c h e s  

t h a t  Adam had i n t e r c o u r s e  w ith  a l l  th e  c a t t l e  and b e a s t s ,  

but o n ly  Eve c o o le d  h i s  p a s s i o n ."  Here t h e n ,  i s  found th e  

I-Thou r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een  a man and woman g iv e n  m y th o lo g ic a l  

c l o t h i n g  o r  spoken In m y th o lo g ic a l  term s. They b e g in  a s  o n e ,  

one i s  ta k en  from th e  o t h e r  and th e y  become two i n d i v i d u a l s .  

Through th e  a c t  o f  s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  t h e y  are  a g a in  jo in e d  

and i t  I s  r e c o g n iz e d  by th e  b e a u t i f u l  e x c la m a t io n ,  "Bone 

from my bon es and f l e s h  from my f l e s h , "  and th e n  th e  summary 

i s  th a t  a man s h a l l  c le a v e  unto h i s  w i f e  and th e y  s h a l l  be  

a s  one f l e s h .  The word "as" i s  o f  u tm ost im portance h e r e .

I t  i s  once a g a in  i n  th e  Hebrew T ext but n o t  u s u a l l y  t r a n s l a 

t e d .  I f  th e  t e x t  s t a t e d ,  "They s h a l l  be one f l e s h , "  each  

would l o s e  h i s  i d e n t i t y  and i n d i v i d u a l i t y  i n  becoming one.

B ut th e  myth i s  w i s e r  th a n  th e  t r a n s l a t o r s .  They s h a l l  

i n t e r a c t  aB i f  th e y  were o n e ,  but n ev er  l o s e  t h e i r  own



www.manaraa.com

93

I n d iv id u a l  personh ood . I t  I s  t h a t  o f  which Buber sp eak s  

c o n c e r n in g  th e  I-Thou r e l a t i o n s h i p .

S e v e r a l  t im es  I  have used th e  word myth in  r e f e r e n c e  

t o  B i b l i c a l  a c c o u n ts .  I t  sh ou ld  be em phasized th a t  th e  

word I s  used w ith  th e  u tm ost r e s p e c t .  A myth I s  not a 

f a i r y  t a l e  but a s t o r y  which may o r  may not be t r u e ,  but  

t h e  im portance  o f  I t  l i e s  in  th e  v a lu e s  th a t  a re  i t s  under

p in n in g s .  I  f u l l y  concur  w ith  Campbell (1 9 7 0 )  i n  h i s  e v a lu 

a t i o n  o f  m ythology . "Mjythology i s  not in v e n te d  r a t i o n a l l y ;  

m ythology  cannot be r a t i o n a l l y  u n d ers to o d . T h e o lo g ic a l  

i n t e r p r e t e r s  ren d er  i t  r i d i c u l o u s  (p . 4 2 ) ."  And a g a in ,  

"Whenever a myth has been ta k en  l i t e r a l l y  I t s  s e n s e  has  

b een  p e r v e r te d ;  but a l s o ,  r e c i p r o c a l l y ,  th a t  whenever I t  

h a s  been  d is m is s e d  a s  a mere p r i e s t l y  frau d  o r  a s ig n  o f  

i n f e r i o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  t r u t h  has s l i p p e d  out th e  o th e r  

d oor  (p . 2 7 ) ."

I t  I s  b eca u se  I  have such g r e a t  r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  

m ythology  o f  th e  B i b l e  t h a t  I  a ttem p t to  t r a n s l a t e  I t  a s  

t r u l y  a s  one can p o s s i b l y  t r a n s l a t e  from one langu age  to  

a n o th e r ,  and b eca u se  I  b e l i e v e  th a t  th e  myth has som ething
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o f  v a lu e  t o  t e a c h  u s  t h a t  I  am not con cern ed  w ith  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  a m an's w i f e  i s  n o t  in  r e a l i t y  ta k e n  from h i s  r i b .

That i s  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  th e  myth. The v a lu e  i t  i s  t e a c h in g  

i s  th a t  th e  I-Thou r e l a t i o n s h i p  can e x i s t  and d o e s  e x i s t .

I t  can e x i s t  i f  no s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  i s  in v o lv e d  and i t  

can e x i s t  betw een  members o f  th e  same s e x .  T ak ing  th e  

myth l i t e r a l l y  would make th e  above c a s e s  im p o s s ib le ;  ig n o r 

in g  th e  myth would be to  ig n o r e  a v e r y  f u l f i l l i n g  ty p e  o f  

r e l a t i o n s h i p .

In d eed , a c c o r d in g  to  B uber, th e  h i g h e s t  form o f  th e  

I-Thou r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  one w hich can e x i s t  betw een  man and 

God. The myth d oes  not sp eak  o f  t h i s ,  a t  l e a s t  not t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  myth, but th e  door  i s  l e f t  open f o r  such a 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  which would have th e  f o r c e  o f  u n i f y in g  o r  

making th e  human b e in g  a t  one w ith  God o r  th e  U n iv e r s e .

T h is  i s  im p l ie d  by Fromm ( 1 9 6 6 ) who d i s t i n g u i s h e s  th e  one  

who l o v e s  God a s  th e  one who c a r e s  about man. In  t h i s  

s e n s e ,  he i s  coming c l o s e  to  th e  I-Thou r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  

s a y in g  t h a t  t h e  l o v e  o f  man must e x i s t  f i r s t  and be d i s p la y e d  

by a c t i o n ,  th e n  we can  Imply a lo v e  o f  God a s  e x i s t i n g  t o o .  

The lo v e  o f  God i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  a s  th e  f e e l i n g  o f  a t - o n e - n e s s  

w ith  th e  u n iv e r s e  o r  p u t n e g a t i v e l y ,  a l a c k  o f  a l i e n a t i o n
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toward o n e s e l f  and toward th e  u n iv e r s e .  T h is  e x p e r ie n c e  

o f  u n i f i c a t i o n  w ith  th e  u n iv e r se  i s  d e s c r ib e d  a s  th e  common 

th read  which runs through th e  v i s i o n s  o f  the  m y s t ic s  o f  

a l l  th e  g r e a t  r e l i g i o n s  (Maslow, 1964 , S ta c e ,  i 9 6 0 ) .

The h u m a n ist ic  p s y c h o l o g i s t  has a r r iv e d  a t  t h i s  p o in t  

o f  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  r e l i g i o u s  and th e  m y s t i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e  

b eca u se  a lth o u gh  i t  i s  not f r e q u e n t ly  r e c o g n iz e d ,  tru e  

m y st ic ism  i s  tru e  humanism and tr u e  humanism i s  tr u e  m y s t i 

c ism . Again we f i n d ,  a s  was m entioned e a r l i e r  in  t h i s  

e s s a y ,  an apparent c o n t r a d ic t io n  in  terms and s c ie n c e  

has not f r e q u e n t ly  taken  k in d ly  to  c o n t r a d ic t io n .  However, 

th e  humanist has a v i s i o n  which I  w i l l  c o n s id e r  a v a lu e  

un d erp in n in g  to  h i s  system  o f  p sy c h o lo g y .  That v i s i o n  i s  

th e  o n e n e ss  o f  hum anity. He s e e s  the  human b e in g  a s  an 

i n d i v i d u a l ,  a s  unique in  many o f  h i s  personal attributes, 

but n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  he s e e s  humanity a s  on e . He s e e s  th e  

human b e in g  a s  th e  embodiment o f  g o a l s ,  n eed s and d r iv e s  

which are  u n i v e r s a l .  He speaks o f  a u n iv e r s a l  d r iv e  toward 

h e a l t h  and toward growth (R ogers , 1 9 6 1 ) .  He s e e s  th e  human 

b e in g  a s  th e  c o n ta in e r  o f  th e  same f e a r s  and a n x i e t i e s  

(B u g e n ta l ,  1965)* but he a l s o  s e e s  th e  human b e in g  a s  th e
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c o n t a in e r  o f  g r e a t  s t r e n g t h ,  and h i s  v i s i o n  i s  f o r  humanity  

t o  become on e , t o  make a u n i f i e d  w hole  o f  th e  many d i v e r s i 

f i e d  p a r t s  which i s  each  i n d i v i d u a l .  The m y s t i c ,  i n  h i s  

m y s t ic a l  e x p e r ie n c e ,  s e e s  th e  u n iv e r s e  a s  a u n i f i e d  whole  

and f e e l s  h im s e l f  a s  p a r t  o f  th e  u n i t y  which i s  th e  u n iv e r s e .  

D e s c r ib in g  t h i s  phenomenon i s  a d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  n o t  an im p o s s ib le  

t a s k .  As Campbell (1 9 7 0 )  p u t s  i t ,  "the c h r o n ic a l  o f  our  

s p e c i e s . . .h a s  b e e n . . . a  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  p o u r in g  o f  b la z in g  

v i s i o n s  i n t o  th e  minds o f  s e e r s  and e f f o r t s  o f  e a r t h l y  

com m unities t o  in c a r n a t e  u n e a r th ly  c o v e n a n ts  (p . 3 ) * 11

One fo u n d e r  o f  th e  T h ird  F orce  i n  p s y c h o lo g y ,  Maslow 

( 1 9 6 2 ) ,  r e p o r t s  th a t  peak e x p e r ie n c e s  ten d  to  have the  

same o r  s i m i l a r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which a r e  a s c r ib e d  to  

r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r ie n c e s  th e  w orld  o v e r .  P erh a p s , i f  M aslow's  

"peakers" had l i v e d  several eenturlen ago. their experiences 

would not be d e s c r ib e d  a s  "peak e x p e r ie n c e s " ,  but would  

have been c o n s id e r e d  v i s i o n s  from God. Among th e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  

o f  peak e x p e r i e n c e s ,  he found th a t  th e  u n iv e r s e  was d e s c r ib e d  

a s  n o t  o n ly  p e r c e iv e d  w ith  g r e a t e r  c l a r i t y ,  but th e r e  was 

a l s o  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  u n i f y in g  a s p e c t s  o f  r e a l i t y .  Here 

a g a in ,  i s  found th e  co n cep t  o f  u n i t y  i n  an e x p e r ie n c e ,  which
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w h ile  we do n o t  f e e l  a b le  t o  c o n s id e r  a s  m y s t i c a l ,  can be 

s a id  to  p a r a l l e l  th e  m y s t i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e  i n  many ways. 

Maslow a s k s ,  " Is  i t  n o t  m ea n in g fu l a l s o  th a t  th e  m y s t ic  

e x p e r ie n c e  h as  been  d e s c r ib e d  in  a lm ost  i d e n t i c a l  words 

by p e o p le  i n  e v e r y  r e l i g i o n ,  and e v e r y  c u ltu r e ? "  I t  I s  

a lw a y s  a s e n s e  o f  m erging w ith  "God," "n ature ,"  o r  "beauty , 

but i n  th e  m erging th e  "me" o r  th e  s e l f  d o e s  not seem t o  

be l o s t .  On th e  c o n tr a r y ,  i t  seem s t o  be e n la r g e d  and 

enhanced . P reud , i t  sh o u ld  be n o te d ,  who c la im ed  to  

r e j e c t  r e l i g i o n ,  d e s c r ib e d  t h i s  k in d  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  a s  an 

o c e a n ic  f e e l i n g .

I t  i s  a t  t h e s e  p o i n t s  th a t  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m ,  h u m a n is t ic  

p s y c h o lo g y  and r e l i g i o n  sh are  a common ground and i t  i s  

a t  t h e s e  p o i n t s  where t h e s e  d i s c i p l i n e s  can w e l l  work 

together In piecing together a part of human life 50 

u n i v e r s a l l y  Im p orta n t, and y e t  so u n i v e r s a l l y  l i t t l e  

u n d e rs to o d . However, i t  h as  f i n a l l y  come about th a t  

h u m a n is t ic  p s y c h o lo g y  i s  f o r c i n g  t h e s e  phenomena, u s u a l l y  

r e l e g a t e d  t o  r e l i g i o n  I n to  th e  spectrum  o f  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  

r e s e a r c h .

However Im portant th e  q u e s t io n s  o f  d ea th  and u n i t y
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are  i n  both  r e l i g i o n  and h u m a n is t ic  p s y c h o lo g y ,  t h e r e  rem ains  

a n o th e r  p o in t  w ith  which r e l i g i o n  has a ttem p ted  to  answer  

t h e s e  q u e s t io n s  and which p s y c h o lo g y  i s  o n ly  r e c e n t l y  

a d m it t in g  i n t o  i t s  domain. T h is  i s  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  v a l u e s .

I t  was p o in te d  o u t  e a r l i e r  th a t  s c i e n c e  has t r a d i t i o n a l l y  

c o n s id e r e d  v a lu e s  a s  a lm o st  a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  s c i e n t i f i c  

know ledge. Maslow ( 1 9 6 2 ) makes t h i s  p o in t  v e ry  s t r o n g ly  

in  s t a t i n g  t h a t  among i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  f a c t  and v a lu e  have  

a lm o st  a lw ays been  c o n s id e r e d  t o  be antonyms and m u tu a lly  

e x c l u s i v e .  I t  t h e r e f o r e  sh o u ld  not be s u r p r i s i n g  th a t  

t h o s e  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  who have a c c e p te d  th e  c h a l le n g e  to  

d e a l  w ith  v a lu e s  are  not c l e a r  a s  to  what th e y  mean, and 

are  o f t e n  e v en  s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t o r y  i n  t h e i r  w r i t i n g s  con

c e r n in g  v a lu e s  (R o g e rs ,  19 64 , Maslow, 1 9 6 4 ) .

One o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  prob lem s h a s  been  i n  d e c id in g  what 

i s  meant by v a l u e s .  Are v a lu e s  d i f f e r e n t  from a t t i t u d e s ?

Are th e y  th e  same a s  o p in io n s ?  Are th e y  in v e n t e d ,  d i s c o v e r e d  

o r  i n t r o j e c t e d ?  How are  th e y  t o  be o p e r a t i o n a l l y  d e f in e d ,  

and, o f  c o u r s e ,  t h i s  i s  th e  bugaboo. A l l  th e  o t h e r  q u e s t io n s  

can be answered i n  one way o r  a n o th e r  and i t  may even  be 

a c c e p t a b le  to  u se  some le a r n e d  d o u b l e - t a l k  to  back o f f  from
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them. But when th e  q u e s t io n  o f  an o p e r a t io n a l  d e f i n i t i o n  

i s  b roach ed , th e  s c i e n t i s t  f e e l s  t h a t  h e r e  i s  th e  p la c e  

t h a t  h i s  m e t t l e  must show and he becom es a l l  b u s i n e s s ,  

perhaps a v a lu e  i n  i t s e l f .  Perhaps th e  b e s t  known work 

on v a lu e s  i s  th a t  o f  A l l p o r t ,  Vernon & L in d zey  ( i 9 6 0 ) in  

which th e y  a ttem p t t o  a s s e s s  p e r s o n a l i t y  through  a s tu d y  

o f  v a l u e s .  The v a lu e s  are  lumped under s i x  d i f f e r e n t  

u m b r e l la s ;  th e  t h e o r e t i c a l ,  th e  eco n om ic , th e  a e s t h e t i c ,  

th e  s o c i a l ,  th e  p o l i t i c a l ,  and th e  r e l i g i o u s .  These a re  

th e  s i x  i d e a l  v a lu e  t y p e s ,  a l th o u g h  a c o m b in a t io n  o f  ty p e s  

c o u ld  be c o n s id e r e d  a s  e x i s t i n g  i n  a s i n g l e  p e r s o n a l i t y .

Much work has been  done w ith  t h i s  Study o f  V a lu e s , from  

Zusne ( 1 9 6 5 ) who t r a c e s  i t  from Spran ger  t o  o r i e n t a l  and 

r e l i g i o u s  a n te c e d e n t s  t o  W h ite ly  (1 9 3 3 )  who found s t a t i s t i c a l  

r e l i a b i l i t y ,  to  Bender (1 9 3 8 )  who shows changes in  v a lu e  

s c o r e s  a f t e r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  t o  Dukes (1 9 3 3 )  who f i n d s  th a t  

w h ile  th e  in s tr u m e n ts  measure i n d i v i d u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  th e y  

ten d  t o  n e g l e c t  th e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t o  A r se n la n  (19^3j 1970)  

who f i n d s  d i f f e r e n c e s  betw een  c o l l e g e  freshm en and c o l l e g e  

s e n i o r s ,  and th e n  some changes and some s t a b i l i t y  i n  v a lu e s  

a f t e r  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s .  He s u g g e s t s  th a t  t h e r e  a re  o n g o in g  

changes  w i t h in  th e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  each  i n d iv i d u a l  which cau se  t h e i r
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p a t t e r n s  o f  v a lu e s  t o  change d u r in g  t h e i r  l i f e t i m e s .

I t  i s  se en  th a t  w ith  t h i s  s c a l e ,  th e  em p hasis  i s  p la c e d  

upon a measure o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  and t h a t  th e  r o u te  ch osen  to  

d e lv e  i n t o  th e  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  through h i s  v a lu e  sy stem .

Many q u e s t io n s  can be a sk ed  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

do p e o p le  go i n t o  m ed ic in e  b e c a u se  th e y  have a t h e o r e t i c a l  

v a lu e  sy s tem  o r  do t h e y  d e v e lo p  a t h e o r e t i c a l  sy s tem  b eca u se  

th e y  are  i n  m ed ica l  s c h o o l?  In d eed , th e  whole area  o f  

t r a i t  t h e o r y  i n  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  one th a t  i s  not n e a r ly  

s e t t l e d  and much work i s  s t i l l  b e in g  done w i t h in  i t .  The 

m ajor o b j e c t i o n  r a i s e d  i n  t h i s  e s s a y  1 b t h a t  th e  Study o f  

V a lu e s  i m p l i c i t l y  c o n s id e r s  r e l i g i o n  a v a lu e .  With t h i s  

I  do not co n cu r . I  c o n s id e r  r e l i g i o n  a s  above v a l u e s ,  and 

in d e e d ,  a s  w i l l  be expounded a t  g r e a t e r  l e n g t h  l a t e r ,  th e  

so u rc e  o f  th e  most im portant v a l u e s  t h a t  a r e  foun d  i n  W estern  

C i v i l i z a t i o n .  T h is  i s  s t a t e d  i n  f u l l  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  A l lp o r t  would have c o n s id e r e d  me a s  s c o r in g  v e r y  h ig h  

on th e  r e l i g i o u s  d im en sion  o f  h i s  s c a l e .  Whether o r  not  

t h e  o t h e r  f i v e  d im e n s io n s  on th e  s c a l e  are in  f a c t  v a l u e s ,  

i s  s e r i o u s l y  d ou b ted , but w i l l  n o t  be d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  e s s a y .

At th e  p r e s e n t ,  t h e r e  i s  much b e in g  w r i t t e n  about such
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c o n c e p ts  a s  t e r m in a l  v a lu e s  and In s tr u m e n ta l  v a lu e s  (Rokeach, 

1 9 6 8 ) ,  which a r e  two b ro ad er  u m b re lla s  under which v a lu e s  

a r e  lumped, and g o in g  In  h i e r a r c h i c a l  form , a t t i t u d e s  are  

th e n  found w i t h in  them. More w i l l  be s a id  about um b rella  

c o n c e p ts  and th e  work b e in g  done w ith  them a s  t h i s  eBsay  

p r o g r e s s e s .  At th e  p r e s e n t ,  I t  becomes app arent t h a t  th e  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  who con cern  th e m s e lv e s  w ith  th e  e n t i r e  area  

o f  v a lu e s  are  In  a s t a t e  o f  f l u x  and appear t o  be w orking  

toward so m e th in g , b u t th e y  do not seem t o  be su re  e x a c t l y  

what i t  i s  t h a t  th e y  are  ap p ro a ch in g . I t  i s  a l s o  not  

s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  c o n c ep t  o f  v a l u e s  changes  and grows a s  

g r e a t e r  amounts o f  work and thou ght are  poured  I n to  th e  

e n d ea v o r . I t  must a l s o  be r e a l i z e d  t h a t  w h i le  many p s y 

c h o l o g i s t s  a re  a t  th e  p o in t  o f  r e c o g n iz in g  th e  im portance  

o f  v a lu e s  and t h a t  I t  I s  p r e c i s e l y  v a lu e  c o n c e p ts  t h a t  are  

r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  a t t i t u d e  fo r m a t io n ,  c o n f u s io n  s t i l l  rem ain s ,  

and th e  amount o f  work done on a t t i t u d e s ,  outnumbers th a t  

on v a l u e s  by a s i x  t o  one r a t i o  (Rokeach, 1 9 6 8 ) .  However,

I  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  a s i g n  o f  growth and h e a l t h  th a t  d e s p i t e  

th e  c u r r e n t  c o n f u s io n  o v e r  v a l u e s ,  th e  work c o n t in u e s  and 

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  seem w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  ch a n ges  i n  t h e i r  own 

n o t io n s  about th e  s u b j e c t .
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There abound s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  u m b re lla  c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  

v a l u e s  and s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  v a lu e s  In  th e  

l i t e r a t u r e .  I t  I s  my b e l i e f  t h a t  d e s p i t e  th e  e x i s t e n t i a l -  

h u m a n is t ic  approach tak en  by many o f  t h e s e  p s y c h o l o g i s t s *  

th e y  s t i l l  show s i g n s  o f  b e in g  bound t o  th e  p o s l t l v l s t l c  

approach and t h e i r  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  v a lu e s  are  In  th e  red u c

t i o n i s t  m odel. In  o t h e r  words* many o f  them seem t o  be 

s a y in g  t h a t  a v a lu e  I s  " n o th in g  but" som eth in g  o r  o t h e r .

On th e  one hand* t h e r e  I s  an I m p l i c i t  a d m is s io n  t h a t  v a lu e s  

are  a u b iq u i t o u s ,  a l l  p e r v a s iv e  p a r t  o f  human l i f e *  and 

th e n  t h e r e  I s  th e  a ttem p t to  f i n d  a p ig e o n h o le  In  which  

th e  c o n c ep t  o f  v a lu e  can be p la c e d  and examined s c i e n t i f i 

c a l l y .  I t  i s  a t  t h i s  p o in t  t h a t  I  th in k  th e  m is ta k e  I s  

b e in g  made. I t  i s  a lm o st  l i k e  t r y i n g  to  d e f i n e  God, which  

according to Oden (IQ69) is the only true value. Such an 

attem p t I s  doomed to  f a i l u r e  a s  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  

th ou gh t p r o v e s  v e r y  d r a m a t ic a l ly .

In  an e a r l i e r  s e c t io n *  I  d i s c u s s e d  th e  p r i e s t  and 

p rop h et  d ic h o to m ie s  and th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  In  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s .  

Campbell (1 9 6 8 )  g i v e s  u s  a c lu e  a s  t o  what may happen when 

p r i e s t  becomes p rop h et  o r  when th e  p a r t  o f  him th a t  has been
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l i v i n g  on e a r th  may l o s e  i t s  im portance t o  him. Thomas 

Aquinas m ight he thou ght o f  a s  th e  p r ie B t  e x tr a o r d in a r y  o f  

Roman C a th o l ic is m . In d eed , he d id  attem pt t o  d e f in e  God 

and used v a r io u s  term s in  which to  couch h i s  d e f i n i t i o n s .

He r e fe r r e d  to  God as "Being,"  and "The F i r s t  C ause ,"  a s  

a " P e r s o n a l i ty ,"  a s  "Immutable," e t c .  But Campbell r e p o r t s ,  Aqui

n a s ,  w h ile  sa y in g  Mass one morning in  N a p le s ,  he had some 

s o r t  o f  m y s t ic a l  e x p e r ie n c e .  From th a t  p o in t  on , he n ever  

w rote nor d i c t a t e d  a n y th in g  more. He went on to  c o n f e s s  

to  a f r i e n d ,  "E veryth in g  th a t  I  have w r i t t e n  seems to  me 

w o r th le s s  in  comparison w ith  th e  t h in g s  I  have se e n  and 

which have been r e v e a le d  to  me (p . 579)»" T h is  type  o f  

e x p e r ie n c e  and resp on se  to  i t  can f i t  w e l l  w ith  M aslow's  

(1 9 5 8 )  w arnings about peak e x p e r ie n c e s ,  i n  th a t  th e  "peaker" 

becomes d ise n c h a n te d  w ith  t h i s  w orld and l i v e s  o n ly  f o r  

h i s  moments o f  ra p tu re .

I  a l s o  i n f e r  from th e  above account th a t  h av in g  con

f r o n te d  the  e t e r n a l ,  A quinas, th e  g ia n t  I n t e l l e c t u a l  th a t  

he was; came to  b e l i e v e  th a t  h i s  form er w r i t i n g s  were wrong, 

o r  a t  th e  very  l e a s t  somewhat m is le a d in g .  I t  i s  perhaps f o r  

t h i s  very  rea son  th a t  norm ative Judaism d oes  not e x t o l  m y st ic ism .
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In d eed , th e r e  I s  a m y s t i c a l  h e r i t a g e  In  Judaism  (Scholera,

1 9 5 4 ) ;  but I t  was n e v e r  In  the  m ainstream  o f  J ew ish  l i f e .

Moses was th e  o n ly  man t o  s e e  God f a c e  to  f a c e  and th a t  

happened o n ly  s h o r t l y  b e fo r e  h i s  d e a th . Even more 

d r a m a tic ,  p e r h a p s ,  i s  th e  J ew ish  Law th a t  God I s  not to  

be d e f in e d  in  p o s i t i v e  term s. I t  i s  p e r m it te d  to  say  

what God i s  n o t ,  but i t  i s  not p e r m it te d  t o  sa y  what th e  D i6 t y  

i s .  I  have n e v e r  found a s a t i s f a c t o r y  r ea so n  f o r  t h i s  la w ,  

but I  b e l i e v e  i t  was made b eca u se  by i t s  v e r y  n a tu r e ,  any 

d e f i n i t i o n  im poses a l i m i t a t i o n .  The o b j e c t  d e f in e d  must 

e x i s t  w i t h in  th e  c ir c u m fe r e n c e  o f  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  which  

e n f o l d s  i t .  T h is  i s  not t r u e  o f  a n e g a t iv e  d e f i n i t i o n  

which im poses  o n ly  a v e ry  sm a ll  l i m i t a t i o n  on what i s  

d e f in e d .  Thus, i f  I  were t o  say  t h a t  God i s  J u s t i c e ,  th en  

God i s  not i n j u s t i c e ,  nor i s  He l o v e ,  o r  m ercy, or  k in d n e s s ,  

ad in f in i t u m .  I f  I  were t o  say  th a t  God i s  n o t  i n j u s t i c e ,

He can be a n y th in g  o r  e v e r y th in g  e l s e ,  w ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  

o f  i n j u s t i c e .  A p o s i t i v e  d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e n ,  i s  s a y in g  th a t  

God i s  " n o th in g  but" w h atever  term we may u t i l i z e .  Some 

may a g r ee  t h a t  t h i s  b e a r s  th e  heavy w e ig h t  o f  r e d u c t io n isra .

Can i t  be t h a t  Judaism  has been h i s t o r i c a l l y  a n t l r e d u c t l o n i s t l c
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In I t s  p h i lo s o p h y ?  P o s s i b l y ,  t h i s  a l s o  h a s  a b e a r in g  on 

why th e  Talmud r e l i e s  so  h e a v i l y  on d e d u c t iv e  r e a s o n in g .

A l l  o f  t h i s  I s  n o t  t o  I n f e r  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  h a s  not had 

a problem  w ith  v a l u e s ,  bu t r e l i g i o n ' s  problem  w ith  v a lu e s  

h a s  been o f  a d i f f e r e n t  n atu re  from th e  problem s fa c e d  

by s c i e n c e  on th e  n a tu re  o f  v a l u e s .  V a lu e s ,  o r  s u b -v a lu e s  

have been an a c c e p te d  p a r t  o f  th e  r e l ig i o u B  framework f o r  

th ou san d s o f  y e a r s .  V a lu e s  have in h e r e d  i n  r e l i g i o n  and 

r e l i g i o n  would have been  u n th in k a b le  w ith o u t  i t s  v a lu e  

la d e n  c o n t e n t s .  Furtherm ore, th e  v a lu e s  o f  r e l i g i o n  have  

been  q u a l i t a t i v e l y  d i f f e r e n t  from th e  v a lu e s  o f  s c i e n c e .

The v a lu e  c o n c e p ts  o f  r e l i g i o n  have been  a b le  t o  move men 

and m ountains (K adushin , 1 9 5 2 ) ,  w hich im p l ie s  th a t  th e  

v a lu e  c o n c e p ts  must be not o n ly  c o g n i t i v e  and s e n s i b l e  

enough f o r  man t o  a c c e n t ;  but must a l s o  c o n ta in  g r e a t  emo

t i o n a l  a f f e c t .  The h i s t o r y  o f  th e  w orld  and th e  h i s t o r y  

o f  r e l i g i o n  b e a r s  ample p r o o f  t h a t  t h i s  h as  been  th e  c a s e .  

But r e l i g i o n ' s  problem  h a s  been t h a t  o f  a s t a g n a t io n  o f  th e  

means by which th e  v i a b i l i t y  o f  th e  v a lu e s  can be m a in ta in e d .  

As w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  e s s a y ,  th e  v a lu e s  o f  r e l i g i o n  

are  p erh ap s o n ly  two i n  number, and t h a t  which we a r e  a c c u s 

tomed t o  term in g  a s  v a lu e s  a re  m ere ly  th e  means o f  th e  p a th s
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(H a llak h ah , a s  m entioned  p r e v io u s l y )  f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e s e  

b a s i c  v a l u e s .

T h is  s i t u a t i o n  i n  r e l i g i o n  o f  r e l i g i o n ' s  l o s s  o f  th e  

v i a b l e  p a th s  t o  i t s  ends has e x i s t e d  f o r  p erh ap s o n ly  

l i t t l e  more than a c en tu r y  and h a s  come about a s  a ty p e  

o f  e n tr e n c h in g  t h a t  a l l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  have se en  o r  s t u d ie d .

I t  i s  f a i r l y  common phenomenon t h a t  when one i s  th r e a t e n e d ,  

or  b e t t e r  y e t ,  i n  psychodynam ic ter m s, when th e  ego i s  

th r e a te n e d ,  th e  human b e in g  w i l l  f r e q u e n t l y  e n tr e n c h  h im s e l f  

more f i r m ly  upon th e  ground on which he s ta n d s  i n  o r d e r  to  

ward o f f  th e  t h r e a t .  In  th e  c a s e  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  th e  e n tr e n c h 

in g  was i n  r e a c t i o n  to  th e  th r e a t  o f  s c i e n c e  which seemed 

t o  be n e g a t in g  e v e r y th in g  th a t  r e l i g i o n  h e ld  sa c r e d .  R e l ig io n  

took  th e  p ath  t h a t  i s  so  w e l l  d e s c r ib e d  i n  When Prophecy F a l l s

(R e s t I  ncrot» . PI or>Iron A- R o h o jH f or>^ 1 } onH Kol H a ifa i. jiawo

s t r o n g ly  t o  p r a c t i c e s  and r i t u a l s  which were becoming e v e r  

more m e a n in g le s s  f o r  w e s te r n  s o c i e t y .  That t h e s e  r i t u a l s  

a r e  now m e a n in g le s s  may be tak en  a s  a p o s i t i v e  s t e p  i n  the  

h i s t o r y  o f  mankind, a s  Campbell (1 9 7 0 )  s t a t e s ,  "Hence, not  

o n ly  th e  r i t u a l  a r t s  and th e  developm ent from them o f  th e  

a r c h a ic  c i v i l i z a t i o n s ,  but a l s o - a n d  even  more r i c h l y - t h e
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l a t e r  s h a t t e r i n g  o f  t h o s e  a r t s  by th e  modern arrows o f  

man's f l i g h t  beyond h i s  own h i g h e s t  dreams, would perhaps  

b e s t  be I n t e r p r e t e d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y ,  a s  a h i s t o r y  o f  th e  

su per-n orm al s ig n  s t i m u l i  th a t  have r e l e a s e d - t o  our own 

f r i g h t ,  j o y ,  and am azem ent-the d e e p e s t  s e c r e t s  o f  our  

b e in g  (p .  4 4 ) ."  Thus, Campbell i s  s t a t i n g  t h a t  by way 

o f  r i t u a l ,  men have c o n fr o n te d  th e  d e e p e s t  s e c r e t s  o f  t h e i r  

own b e in g .  He a l s o  s t a t e s  th a t  i n  r i t u a l ,  which he c o n s id e r e s  

a ty p e  o f  p la y  t h a t ,  "In p la y in g  th e  game o f  th e  gods we ta k e  

a s t e p  tow ards th a t  r e a l i t y - w h i c h  i s  u l t i m a t e l y  th e  r e a l i t y  

o f  o u r s e l v e s ,  (p . 2 5 - 2 6 ) ."  I t  I s  apparent t h a t  Campbell 

c o n s id e r s  r i t u a l  a s  a v e h i c l e  f o r  th e  human b e in g  to  

approach h i s  u l t im a t e  p r o j e c t ,  t h a t  o f  becom ing Ood. He 

a l s o  app ears  t o  be sa y in g  t h a t  a s  mankind d o es  ad van ce , and 

d oes become a lm ost as g o d s ,  th e  r i t u a l s  are  no lo n g e r  needed  

and are  so d is c a r d e d .  What i s  a l s o  im p l ie d  i s  t h a t  we d id  

not r e c o g n iz e  th e  purpose o f  th e  r i t u a l  and so  we do not  

r e a l l y  u n d erstan d  why we a r e  d i s c a r d in g  i t ,  e x c e p t  by s a y in g  

th a t  i t  no lo n g e r  has any meaning to  u s .

In  a c c e p t in g  C am p b ell’ s  p o in t  o f  v ie w , I  would a l s o  

have to  come back to  my i n i t i a l  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th o s e  o f
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th e  more t r a d i t i o n a l  ty p e s  o f  r e l i g i o n  i n s i s t i n g  upon th e  

m aintenance o f  th e  r i t u a l s .  P erh ap s , i t  i s  w ith  g r e a t  

p r i e s t l y  i n s i g h t  t h a t  th e y  r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  d e s p i t e  a l l  o f  

our a d v a n ce s ,  n u c le a r  e n e r g y ,  f l i g h t s  t o  th e  moon, e t c .  

we s t i l l  remain i n  a v a lu e  vacuum and are  i n  need o f  r i t u a l  

t o  g iv e  u l t im a t e  meaning t o  our l i v e s .  Unable t o  compete  

w ith  s c i e n c e ,  th e  r e l i g i o u s  have i n s i s t e d  upon m a in ta in in g  

th e  o ld  r i t u a l s .  A g la n c e  a t  Orthodox Judaism would be 

v e ry  r e v e a l i n g  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t .  I t  had been  an a l i v e ,  

e v e r c h a n g in g ,  open sy s tem , a s  w i tn e s s e d  by th e  l i v e l y  and 

s t i m u l a t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  th e  "Response L i t e r a t u r e ,"  u n t i l  

th e  advent o f  Reform Judaism  cau sed  orth od oxy  t o  ch oose  

t o  become a c l o s e d ,  lo c k e d  i n ,  sy stem  which a lm ost  meant 

i t s  own d em ise . Current s i g n s  a r e  th a t  th e  pendulum seems 

to  be sw in g in g  back in  t h i s  s r e s  w ith  a d d i t io n s  b e in g  made 

t o  v a r io u s  r i t u a l s  i n  an a ttem p t to  b r in g  them more up to  

d a te  i n  our w orld .

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  i n  Judaism  and a l s o  i n  Roman 

C a t h o l i c i s m ,  Maslow*s (1 9 6 4 )  o b s e r v a t io n  th a t  r e l i g i o u s  

v a lu e s  have l o s t  t h e i r  h o ld  o v e r  contem porary man and th a t  

he i s  l e f t  i n  a s t a t e  o f  v a l u e l e s s n e s s  must s t i l l  be c o n s id e r e d
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a s  c o g e n t  and v a l i d .  F or  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  Maslow and o t h e r s  o f  

t h e  h u m a n is t ic  s c h o o l  o f  p sy c h o lo g y  p e r c e iv e  I t  a s  Im portant  

f o r  them t o  ta k e  a hand In  r e p la c in g  t h o s e  v a lu e s  w hich are

no lo n g e r  e f f e c t i v e  and would add th e  l o s t  d im en sion  o f

meaning t o  th e  l i v e s  o f  p e o p le .  Such would be th e  ty p e

o f  v a lu e  t h a t  men would be w i l l i n g  t o  l i v e  and to  d i e  f o r .

I  s e e  t h i s  as  a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  and In  f a c t ,  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

f o r  p s y c h o lo g y ,  a lo n g  w ith  o t h e r  d i s c i p l i n e s  t o  a ttem p t t h a t  

which In r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  r e l i g i o n  has not been  a b le  t o  do; 

p r o v id e  a v a lu e  framework f o r  mankind. However, I  would  

be i n c l i n e d  t o  go a lo n g  w ith  Spranger (1 9 2 5 ) j  and i n s t e a d  

o f  a t te m p t in g  t o  reduce r e l i g i o n  and r i t u a l  t o  sm a l l  fragm en ts  

th a t  may y i e l d  v e ry  c l e a r  p i c t u r e s  o f  each  t i n y  fra g m en t,  

ta k e  a more h o l i s t i c  approach and v iew  r e l i g i o n  a s  a q u e s t  

for the central and t o t a l  meaning o f  l i f e  and p e r s o n a l i t y  

i n  i t s  d eep er  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  th e  w o r ld . The p o s s i b i l i t y  

e x i s t s  t h a t  t h i s  can be a c c o m p lish e d ,  and in d ee d  much tim e  

and e f f o r t  i s  p r e s e n t l y  b e in g  expended upon i t ,  but th e  

problem  rem ains t h a t  w h ile  we, i n  p s y c h o lo g y ,  may be a b le  

t o  do t h a t  which r e l i g i o n  a lo n e  c a n n o t ,  we would a l s o  have  

t o  be w i l l i n g  t o  do t h a t  w hich r e l i g i o n  was a b le  t o  do so
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e a s i l y ;  t h a t  I s  we must be a b le  t o  d e c id e  what "va lues"  

a r e ,  and once t h a t  I s  d e c id e d ,  d i s c o v e r  w hich v a lu e s  o r  v a lu e  

v e h i c l e s  a re  c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l  s o l u t i o n s  t o  

th e  prob lem s o f  w e s te r n  s o c i e t y .

We s h a l l  s e e  t h a t  t h i s  In  In  no way a s im p le  t a s k .  I t  

i s  a l s o  f r e e l y  s t a t e d  a t  t h i s  p o in t  t h a t  I  d i s a g r e e  w ith  

many who have been  working on t h i s  problem , m ain ly  i n  t h a t  

I  ta k e  a p s y c h o - t h e o lo g i c a l  p o in t  o f  v ie w ,  which I s  my own 

b i a s  and th e  b i a s  upon which t h i s  e n t i r e  e s s a y  I s  b ased .

The f i r s t  problem  f o r  u s ,  a s  s c i e n t i s t s ,  would be to  

f i n d  an a p p r o p r ia te  d e f i n i t i o n  f o r  th e  term  " v a lu e s ."

E a r l i e r ,  t h i s  problem  was to u ch ed  upon, but w ith  no i n d i 

c a t i o n  o f  a l l  th e  c o m p l ic a t io n s  in h e r e n t  i n  such an en d eavor .  

I t  I s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  t h a t  t h i s  problem  d id  not phase  

r e l i g i o n ,  which In what was perhaps great wisdom, assumed 

t h a t  every on e  knew what a v a lu e  w as, and c o n s id e r e d  i t s  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  communicate th e  v a lu e s  t o  th e  p e o p le .  The 

u n d e r ly in g  assu m p tion  seemed t o  be th a t  once  th e  v a lu e  was 

comm unicated, a l l  would u n d erstan d  th e  im p ortan ce  o f  i t  and 

would a c t  upon t h a t  u n d e r s ta n d in g .  In  s c i e n c e ,  a t  l e a s t  

under th e  s p e l l  o f  th e  p o s l t l v l s t l c  approach b en ea th  which
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we have been  la b o r in g ,  such an approach would app ear  a s  to o  

s i m p l i s t i c  and would n ot be a c c e p t a b le .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  u s  f i r s t  t o  d e f in e  t h a t  which we may not  

even  h a v e ,  such a s  v a l u e s ,  r a th e r  th an  g e t  and g iv e  to  th e  

w orld  t h a t  which i t  n e e d s ,  no m a tter  w hether  i t  i s  d e f in e d  

o r  ev en  d e f i n a b l e .  Some d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  v a lu e s  w i l l  be 

exam ined but th e  r ea d er  i s  c a u t io n e d  th a t  a s  Maslow ( 1 9 6 6 ) 

s a i d ,  th e  advancement o f  s c i e n c e  s t a r t s  w ith  s im p le ,  e x 

p l o r a t o r y  b e g in n in g s  and g o e s  through  s t a g e s  t o  th e  con

t r o l l e d  and p r e -d e s ig n e d  experim en t a s  th e  h ig h e s t  s t e p  

i n  th e  p r o g r e s s io n .  I  f i r m ly  b e l i e v e  t h a t  in  th e  a r ea  o f  

th e  v a lu e  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  we are  in  th e  s im p le ,  

e x p lo r a to r y  b e g in n in g s ,  and th e  th e o r y  t o  be o u t l i n e d  below  

w i l l  r e f l e c t  th a t  s t a t e  o f  d eve lop m en t.

R ogers (1 9 6 4 )  draws upon some d e f i n i t i o n s  and d i s t i n c t i o n s  

by C h a r le s  M orris (1 9 5 6 )  c o n c e r n in g  v a lu e .

"V alues i s  a term we employ in  d i f f e r e n t  ways. We u se  

i t  t o  r e f e r  to  th e  ten d en cy  o f  any l i v i n g  b e in g s  to  

show p r e f e r e n c e ,  in  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  f o r  one k ind  o f  

o b j e c t  o r  o b j e c t i v e  r a th e r  than a n o th e r .  T h is  p r e f e r 

e n t i a l  b e h a v io r  he c a l l s  'o p e r a t iv e  v a l u e s ' . . . I t  i s
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a l l y  when th e  organism  s e l e c t s  one o b j e c t ,  r e j e c t s  

a n o th e r .

"A second u se  o f  th e  term m ight be c a l l e d  c o n c e iv e d  

v a l u e s .  T h is  i s  th e  p r e f e r e n c e  o f  th e  i n d iv i d u a l  f o r  

a sy m b o lized  o b j e c t .  U s u a l ly  in  such a p r e fe r e n c e  

t h e r e  i s  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o r  f o r e s i g h t  o f  th e  outcome o f  

b e h a v io r  d i r e c t e d  toward such  a sy m b o liz ed  o b j e c t .

A c h o ic e  such  a s  'H onesty  i s  th e  b e s t  p o l i c y '  i s  such  

a c o n c e iv e d  v a lu e .

"A f i n a l  u se  o f  th e  term m ight be c a l l e d  ' o b j e c t i v e  

v a l u e . ' P eo p le  u se  th e  word i n  t h i s  way when th ey  

w ish  to  speak  o f  what i s  o b j e c t i v e l y  p r e f e r a b l e ,  w hether  

o r  not i t  i s  in  f a c t  Bensed o r  c o n c e iv e d  o f  a s  d e s i r a b l e . .  

R ogers s t a t e s  t h a t  h i s  co n cern  i s  w i th  th e  f i r s t  two o f  

t h e s e  t h r e e  d e f i n i t i o n s .  I t  i s  u n d ers ta n d a b le  why R ogers  

made t h i s  c h o i c e ,  but i t  a l s o  ap p ears  th a t  th e  d e f i n i t i o n s  

p r e s e n t e d  above a r e  in f u s e d  w ith  th e  r e l a t l v l s t l c  q u a l i t y  

t h a t  Maslow (1 9 6 4 )  f i n d s  a s  th e  b a s i s  f o r  p r e s e n t  day w e s te r n  

s o c i e t y ' 8 la c k  o f  v a lu e s  o f  a w o rth w h ile  n a tu r e .  R ogers i s
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a l s o  not unaware o f  t h i s  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  h i s  own b e l i e f s  

about v a l u e l e s s n e s s  a s  he m en tio n s  i n  th e  f i r s t  paragraph  

o f  the  q u oted  essa y*

Above i s  one d e f i n i t i o n  o f  v a l u e s .  O th ers  have s t a t e d  

d i f f e r e n t  d e f i n i t i o n s .  To A l lp o r t  ( 1 9 6 8 ) ,  v a l u e s  are  "sim p ly  

m eanings p e r c e iv e d  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  s e l f  (p .  1 6 4 ) ."

Smith ( 1 9 6 9 ) d e f i n e s  p e r s o n a l  v a l u e s  "as g e n e r a l  and 

h i e r a r c h i c a l l y  im portant a t t i t u d e s ,  a s  components o f  a 

p e r s o n a l  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  l i f e . . . I n  t h i s  framework o f  a n a l y s i s ,  

v a lu e s  are  i n h e r e n t ly  su p r a o r d in a te  t o  th e  a t t i t u d e s  under  

s t u d y . . . ( p .  1 0 1 ) ."

Kluckhohn (1 9 5 1 )  s t a t e s ,  "A v a lu e  i s  a c o n c e p t io n ,  

e x p l i c i t  o r  I m p l i c i t ,  d i s t i n c t i v e  o f  an i n d iv i d u a l  o r  c h a r a c 

t e r i s t i c  o f  a group , o f  th e  d e s i r a b l e  which i n f l u e n c e s  th e  

s e l e c t i o n  from a v a i l a b l e  inodes, means, and en d s o f  a c t i o n  

(p .  3 9 5 ) . ”

Rokeach (1 9 6 9 )  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  betw een  a t t i t u d e s  and v a l u e s .  

An a t t i t u d e  i s  an "enduring o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  b e l i e f s  

f o c u s e d  on a s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t . . .p r e d i s p o s i n g  one to  respond  

i n  some p r e f e r e n t i a l  manner." V a lu e s ,  how ever, tr a n sc e n d  

a t t i t u d e s .  They have to  do w ith  "modes o f  conduct and th e
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end s t a t e s  o f  e x i s t e n c e . "  I t  I s  to  sa y  one "has an en d u rin g  

b e l i e f  t h a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  mode o f  conduct o r  t h a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  

end s t a t e  o f  e x i s t e n c e  I s  p e r s o n a l l y  and s o c i a l l y  p r e f e r a b le  

to  a l t e r n a t i v e  modes o f  condu ct and end s t a t e s  o f  e x i s t e n c e  

( p . 550)." He a l s o  sp ea k s  about t e r m in a l  v a lu e s  and In s tr u m e n ta l  

v a lu e s  which a re  th e  u m b re lla s  under which f a l l  t h o s e  v a lu e s  

which have t o  do w ith  conduct and t h e s e  which have t o  do w ith  

end s t a t e s  o f  e x i s t e n c e .

Lowe (1 9 5 9 )  h a s  d e v e lo p ed  fo u r  broad c a t e g o r i e s  o r  

u m b re lla s  under which th e  v a r io u s  v a lu e s  can be l i s t e d .  They 

a r e  n a tu r a l i s m ,  c u l t u r a l l s m ,  humanism, and th e ism . Those  

p e o p le  who come under one o f  t h e s e  u m b re lla s  would c o n s id e r  

a s  good , t h a t  which a p p l i e s  to  o r  en h an ces  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  

u m b re lla .

For Frankl ( 1 9 6 6 ) .  meaning would seem t o  be th e  g r e a t e s t  

v a lu e .  F or B u g en ta l  (1965)*  i t  would seem to  be freedom  and 

c h o i c e .

I t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  im p ortan t and e n c o u r a g in g  t o  be a b le  to  

n o te  th a t  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and o t h e r  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  a re  ta k in g  

a v e r y  s e r i o u s  secon d  lo o k  a t  v a lu e s  and t h a t  th e r e  i s  a 

r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  v a lu e s  are  an in d is p e n s a b le  q u a l i t y  i n  th e
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human b e in g .  However, i t  a p p ears  to  me th a t  we a r e  g e t t i n g  

bogged down a g a in .  We are  n o t  s e e i n g  th e  f o r e s t  f o r  th e  

t r e e s  and our  v e r y  u n d e rs ta n d a b le  d e s i r e  t o  rem ain w i t h in  

th e  framework o f  s c i e n c e  may be p l a y in g  havoc w ith  our  

a b i l i t y  to  c o n t r i b u t e  som eth ing  so  d e s p e r a t e l y  needed in  

ou r  c i v i l i z a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t im e .  R o gers , Maslow, May, P r a n k l ,  

and o t h e r s  seem t o  s e n s e ,  a s  d id  P la t o  i n  h i s  day, th a t  we 

are  p la y in g  f o r  keepB. We are  s t r u g g l i n g  net j u s t  f o r  an 

i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  a p p e a l in g  s e t  o f  v a lu e s  th a t  may g r a ce  th e  

p a g e s  o f  a s c i e n t i f i c  jo u r n a l .  The s t r u g g l e  i s  f o r  th e  

l i f e  o f  w e s te r n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and w ith o u t  t h a t  c i v i l i z a t i o n  

becom ing in f u s e d  w ith  v a l u e s  t h a t  can ca p tu re  th e  s p i r i t s  

o f  a l l  men, th e  s t r u g g l e  soon  w i l l  be l o s t .

I b e l i e v e  th a t  R ogers (1 9 5 9 )  h as  h i t  th e  co re  o f  th e  

v a lu e  dilemma i n  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  human deve lop m en t. Hea

l i s t s  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  c o n c er n in g  th e  human i n f a n t .  Two o f  

t h o s e  p o i n t s  are  o f  major i n t e r e s t  to  us in  t h i s  e s s a y .

The human i n f a n t :

"5 . e n g a g e s  i n  an o rg a n lsm lc  v a lu in g  p r o c e s s ,  v a lu in g  

e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  a c t u a l i z i n g  ten d en cy  

a s  a c r i t e r i o n .  E x p e r ie n c e s  which are  p e r c e iv e d  a s
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m a in ta in in g  o r  en h an cin g  th e  organ ism  are  v a lu e d  

p o s i t i v e l y .  Those w hich a r e  p e r c e iv e d  a s  n e g a t in g  such  

m ain ten an ce  o r  enhancement a re  v a lu e d  n e g a t i v e l y .

"6 . He b eh aves  w ith  a d ie n c e  toward p o s i t i v e l y  v a lu e d  

e x p e r i e n c e s  and a v o id a n ce  toward t h o s e  n e g a t i v e l y  

v a lu e d  (p .  2 2 2 ) ."

The p o in t  t h a t  h i t s  w ith  such f o r c e  and c o g en cy  i n  

R o g ers '  s ta te m e n t  i s  one t h a t  i s  so  s im p le ,  i t  becomes 

a lm o st  em b a rra ss in g  t o  s t a t e .  The f a c t  i s  th a t  th e  v a lu e  

i s  l i f e ,  o r  to  term i t  a b i t  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  th e  su p r a o r d in a te  

v a lu e  i s  l i f e  and t h o s e  t h i n g s  which m a in ta in  o r  enhance  

l i f e  are  th e  v a lu e - p a t h s .  Those t h in g s  which do n o t  main

t a i n  o r  enhance l i f e  are  n o t  v a lu e - p a t h s  and a r e  t o  be 

esch ew ed . And when a v a lu e - p a t h  i s  so  c e n t r a l  t o  th e  human 

bplng, and 1t must be central because 1t means life, there 

i s  no room f o r  comprom ise. Long d e f i n i t i o n s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r y .  

E x p er im en ta l  v a l i d a t i o n ,  w h i le  d e s i r a b l e ,  i s  n o t in d i s p e n s a b le .  

I n t e l l e c t u r a l  and p h i l o s o p h i c a l  argum ents are  not to  the  

p o i n t .  The q u e s t io n  i s  one o f  l i f e .

Prom t h i s  p o in t  o f  v ie w ,  i t  i s  u n d e rs ta n d a b le  t o  urge  

h u m a n is t ic  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t o  d isavow  r e l a t i v i s m  and become
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somewhat d o g m a t i c .  Of c o u r s e ,  dogm at ism  i s  a  t e r m  t h a t  

s c i e n t i s t s  d i s a p p r o v e  o f ,  and  r i g h t l y  s o ,  b u t  when i t  i s  

u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h e  v a l u e  i s  l i f e  and t h e  v a l u e - p a t h s  l e a d  

t o  l i f e ,  dogm at ism  does  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  be so  h a r s h  a  w o rd ,  

a f t e r  a l l .  And a  v a l u e - p a t h  i s  d o g m a t ic  w h e t h e r  i t  l e a d s  

t o  l i f e  i t s e l f ,  o r  t o  t h e  o n l y  k i n d  o f  m e a n i n g f u l  l i f e  an  

i n d i v i d u a l  c o u l d  t o l e r a t e ,  o r  e v en  i f  i t  l e a d s  t o  d e a t h ,  

b e c a u s e  d e a t h  i s  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t y p e  o f  l i f e  

t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i s m  w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t .  The v a l u e - p a t h s  t h e n  

become d o g m a t i c .  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  u n d e r s t o o d  t h i s  when he 

e x c l a i m e d ,  "Here I  s t a n d .  I  c a n n o t  do o t h e r w i s e . "  J e s u s  

u n d e r s t o o d  t h i s  when he  was w i l l i n g  t o  go t o  t h e  c r o s s  f o r  

t h e  s a k e  o f  h i s  b e l i e f s .  R abb i  A k iv a  u n d e r s t o o d  t h i s  when 

he ch o se  t o  d i e  r a t h e r  t h a n  d e s i s t  f rom  t e a c h i n g  t h e  law  

he  b e l i e v e d  was t h e  "T ree  o f  L i f e . "

T h e re  i s  no a t t e m p t  h e r e  t o  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  d e f i n e  v a l u e s .

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  Old T e s t a m e n t ,  t h e  one v a l u e  

i s  l i f e  f o r  i t  i s  l i f e  w h ic h  i s  d e r i v e d  f rom  God. P a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  

d e a t h  becomes a  v a l u e  t h a t  i s  u n i f i e d  w i t h  b u t  s e p a r a t e d  f rom  

l i f e .  E a r l i e r ,  t h e r e  was a  d i s c u s s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p o s s i b l e

m ean in g  o f  G o d ' s  name i n  t h e  Old T e s ta m e n t  i n  w h ich  we c o n 

c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was c e r t a i n l y  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  G o d ' s
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name and e x i s t e n c e .  Of c o u r s e ,  I t  I s  p o s s i b l e  to  say  th a t  

th e  one v a lu e  I s  r e a l l y  God, and from a t h e o l o g i c a l  p o in t  

o f  v iew  t h a t  i s  p rob a b ly  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  would p r e v a i l ,  but  

i n  t r y i n g  t o  u n d erstan d  th e  m ythology  and t h e  "Hallakhah"  

o f  th e  Old T esta m en t , I  would c o n c lu d e  th a t  human l i f e  i s  

th e  c e n t r a l  v a lu e  e x p r e s s e d .  There a r e  v e r y  few  t h in g s  

f o r  w hich a man may w i l l i n g l y  g i v e  up h i s  l i f e ,  so  w h i le  

r e s p e c t i n g  th e  v iew  th a t  t h e o lo g y  must co n c lu d e  t h a t  God i s  

t h e  v a lu e ,  from what I  c a l l  a p s y c h o - t h e o lo g i c a l  p o in t  o f  

v ie w ,  I  would change t h a t  em phasis t o  l i f e  b e in g  th e  one 

c e n t r a l  v a lu e .

A g a in , i t  i s  em phasized t h a t  a v a lu e  i s  not a s c i e n t i f i c  

e n t i t y ,  nor  i s  a v a lu e - p a t h ,  y e t  w ith o u t  them, s c i e n c e  becomes  

w o r t h l e s s ,  b eca u se  w ith o u t  th e  v a lu e  and th e  v a lu e - p a t h s ,  

l i f e  becomes w o r t h le s s .  In  s h o r t ;  th e  v a lu e  i s  th a t  p a r t  

o f  th e  u n i v e r s a l  law  which i s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  man h i m s e l f ,  and 

b e in g  l i f e  i t  i s  p a r t  and p a r c e l  o f  th e  human b e in g ,  so  t h a t  

i f  t h a t  v a lu e  i s  t h r e a t e n e d ,  c h o ic e  i s  no lo n g e r  an o p t io n  

f o r  th e  p e r so n .  H is  c h o ic e  has a lr e a d y  been  made. He has  

c h o se n  h i s  own l i f e  w ith  m eaning. That i s  h i s  v a lu e .  He 

e i t h e r  l i v e s  w ith  i t  o r  d i e s  f o r  i t .
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I t  I s  hoped t h a t  th e  co n cep t  p r e s e n te d  h ere  w i l l  be 

expanded . C ases  have been  c i t e d  In  t h i s  v e r y  e s s a y  In  which  

men gave up t h e i r  l i v e s  f o r  what I  have ch o sen  t o  c a l l  

" v a lu e -p a th s"  and u t i l i z e d  Rogers* d e f i n i t i o n  a s  t h a t  which  

th e  organ ism  p e r c e iv e s  a s  l i f e  m a in ta in in g  o r  l i f e  en h a n cin g .  

Much e m p ir ic a l  work can be done I n v e s t i g a t i n g  th e  e x t e n t  

t o  w hich t h e s e  v a lu e - p a t h s  are  l n t r o j e c t e d  and I n t e r n a l i z e d  

i n  th e  human b e in g .  Do th e y  become so  much a p a r t  o f  th e  

s e l f ,  t h a t  th e  s e l f  cannot c o n c e iv e  o f  c o n t in u in g  i t s  own 

e x i s t e n c e  w ith o u t  them? Must th e y  be g iv e n  a u t h o r i t y ?  Can 

t h e y  be d is c o v e r e d ?  Can t h e y  be In v en ted ?  In  sc a n n in g  

R o k ea ch 's  (1 9 6 8 )  v a lu e  s c a l e ,  I t  Im p re sse s  me t h a t  I  would  

n o t  be w i l l i n g  t o  g iv e  up ray l i f e  f o r  even  t h o s e  t h a t  f a l l  

under th e  r u b r ic  o f  " term in a l v a l u e s ."  Can i t  be s a id  th a t  

what I  term  v a lu e - p a t h s  a r e  more b a s i c  t o  th e  human b e in g  

and t o  th e  v a lu e  o f  l i f e ?  These a r e  o n ly  a few  o f  th e  q u e s t io n s  

t h a t  can be asked  about v a l u e s  and v a lu e - p a t h s  a s  I  g le a n  

them from  th e  Old T estam en t. I  b e l i e v e  t h e s e  a re  Im portant  

q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  must be a sk ed  and i t  i s  one o f  t h e  p u rp o ses  

o f  t h i s  e s s a y  t o  r a i s e  q u e s t io n s .  H o p e f u l ly ,  i t  w i l l  r a i s e  

more q u e s t io n s  th an  i t  answ ers .
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I t  may be s t a t e d  t h a t  v a lu e s  o r  v a lu e - p a t h s  a r e  n o t  l o g i c a l l y  

o rd ered  b e c a u se  th e y  do not r e s u l t  from c o ld  l o g i c .  T h is  

w i l l  become more c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  when some o f  th e  myths o f  

th e  Old T estam ent a re  exam ined. On th e  c o n tr a r y ,  th e y  a re  

a l i v e ,  dynamic c o n c e p ts  t h a t  can and do a c t u a l l y  f u n c t i o n  

In  th e  v a r ie d  day t o  day e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  human l i f e .  That 

t h i s  i s  b e in g  r e c o g n iz e d  i s  shown v e ry  d r a m a t ic a l ly  i n  a l l  

th e  work th a t  i s  p r e s e n t l y  b e in g  u n dertak en  In  th e  f i e l d  

o f  v a l u e s .  The v ery  f a c t  t h a t  th e  co n cep t  i t s e l f  i s  so  

d i f f i c u l t  to  d e f in e  a l s o  l e n d s  su pp ort t o  th e  n o t io n  th a t  

v a lu e - p a t h s  a re  a l i v e  and a re  v e r y  much f u n c t i o n a l .  They  

a r e  a t  work even  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  c o ld  s c i e n t i f i c  f a c t .  Most 

b e h a v io r a l  s c i e n t i s t s  h o ld  th e  g e n e t i c  e q u a l i t y  o f  a l l  human 

b e in g s  a s  what th e y  would c o n s id e r  one o f  t h e i r  h ig h e r  v a l u e s .  

A c t u a l l y ,  from my p o in t  o f  v ie w ,  t h i s  would be more an a t t i t u d e .  

But l e t  us ta k e  n o te  o f  th e  f u r o r  ca u sed  by J en sen  ( 1 9 6 9 ) 

f o r  even  s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  t h i s  may n o t  be t r u e .  I  would a l s o  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  ev en  i f  J e n se n  were proved  c o r r e c t ,  i t  would  

do l i t t l e  t o  a l t e r  t h a t  a t t i t u d e ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  th e  p r e s e n t  

and p o s s i b l y  f o r  many y e a r s  to  come. Thus, i f  I  am c o r r e c t ,  

t h a t  th e  one v a lu e  o f  l i f e  i s  a t  th e  top  o f  th e  h ie r a r c h y ,
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th en  come th e  v a lu e - p a t h s  and f i n a l l y  a t t i t u d e s ,  and we f i n d  

t h a t  ch an g in g  an a t t i t u d e ,  a s  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  b e a r s  o u t ,  i s  

no s im p le  t a s k ,  th e n  I t  i s  w ith  a s e n s e  o f  awe and r e v e r e n c e  

t h a t  we even  approach th e  s u b j e c t  o f  v a lu e - p a t h s  and v a lu e .

V a lu e -p a th s  a re  t h e n ,  f i n a l l y ,  f a r  from s i m p l i s t i c ,  but  

th e y  a re  common and f a m i l i a r .  They a re  i n  th e  domain o f  

th e  f o l k  and i n f l u e n c e  th e  i n t e r i o r  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  l i f e  o f  

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  (K adushln , 1 9 5 2 ) .  Kadushin u s e s  th e  term  

" v a lu e  c o n c e p t s ,"  but I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  v a lu e - p a t h s  has more 

o f  a dynamic q u a l i t y  and g i v e s  th e  f e e l i n g  o f  movement and 

a c t i o n  which i s  in  th e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  what th e y  are  a l l  a b o u t .  

An exam ple o f  a v a lu e  p a th ,  a s  I  s e e  i t  can be g iv e n  from  

an i n c id e n t  which o ccu rred  w ith  my g r a n d fa th e r  some y e a r s  

a go . On th e  Sabbath , Orthodox Jews are  not p e r m it te d  to  do 

many t y p e s  o f  work. In c lu d e d  i n  one c a te g o r y  o f  work i s  

s t a r t i n g  an e l e c t r i c a l  m otor. My g r a n d fa th e r  l i v e d  on th e  

f o u r t h  f l o o r  o f  an apartm ent b u i ld in g  and would walk the  

f o u r  f l i g h t s  o f  s t a i r s  when g o in g  to  and r e tu r n in g  from  

th e  synagogue on th e  Sabbath . In  h i s  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  he s u f f e r e d  

a s t r o k e  which made w a lk in g  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  him and w a lk in g  

s t a i r s ,  im p o s s ib le .  When I  found out he was no lo n g e r
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a t t e n d in g  s e r v i c e s  on th e  Sabbath , I  t o l d  him th a t  he I s  

p e r m it t e d  to  do s o .  He prom ptly  answered t h a t  I  was no 

a u t h o r i t y  on Judaism . S in ce  I  r e c o g n iz e d  my s t a t u s  as  

h i s  gran d son , I  a c c e p te d  t h a t  and th e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n v e r s a t io n  

ensu ed :

"Have you e v e r  heard o f  Rabbi X?" (a  w orld  renowned  

s c h o la r  o f  my a c q u a in ta n c e ) .

"Yes."

"Do you th in k  he i s  an a u t h o r i t y  on Judaism?"

" Y e s ."

"Would you l i k e  h i s  o p in io n  on w h eth er  o r  n o t  you  

may ta k e  th e  e l e v a t o r  on th e  Sabbath?"

" It  would be a g r e a t  honor f o r  me t o  h e a r  from a rab b i  

l i k e  him ."

At t h i s  I  was becoming a b i t  s u s p ic i o u s  b e c a u se  my 

g r a n d fa th e r  was g e n e r a l l y  q u i t e  d i r e c t .

" I f  he t o l d  you t h a t  you c o u ld  ta k e  th e  e l e v a t o r  on th e  

Sabbath , would you?"

"No, o f  c o u r se  n o t ."

The v a lu e -p a th  o f  o b s e r v in g  e v e r y  r i t u a l  o f  th e  Sabbath  

( a c t i v e )  was so  much a p a r t  o f  my g r a n d fa th e r ,  th a t  n o th in g
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c o u ld  shake him from th a t  p a th .  Such i s  th e  f o r c e  o f  th e  

v a lu e  p a th  and such I s  I t s  i n f l u e n c e .  I t  has th e  q u a l i t y  

about i t  t h a t  once  a word s y m b o liz in g  a v a lu e - p a t h  i s  

u t t e r e d ,  and th e y  are  a f t e n  embedded i n  a s i n g l e  word, 

th e  p e r so n  becomes aware o f  th e  o b j e c t i v e  s i t u a t i o n  a s  i t  

i s ,  w h i le  a t  th e  v e r y  same t im e ,  he u n d ergoes  a v e r y  sub

j e c t i v e  e x p e r ie n c e .  In  th e  c a s e  o f  my g r a n d fa th e r ,  I  am 

su re  t h a t  th e  v a lu e - p a t h  word was Sabbath . The im agery  

t h a t  came t o  h i s  mind was t h a t  o f  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  th e  w o r ld ,  

h i s  home town in  Poland on F r id a y  e v e n in g ,  a g r e a t  rab b i  

making a d e c i s i o n  t h a t  c o u ld  be ta k en  a s  b in d in g ,  h i s

f a t h e r  donning a w h ite  robe f o r  th e  Sabbath m ea l,  h i s

s ta n d in g  a t  th e  Torah i n  th e  syn a gog u e , h i s  p r a y in g  a t  h i s  

accustom ed p l a c e ,  h i s  r id in g  on th e  Sabbath f o r  th e  f i r s t  

t im e i n  h i s  l i f e .  He d id  not have to th in k  about making a 

c h o i c e .  H is  c h o ic e  was made. There was no c o n f l i c t .  He 

had ch o sen  a v a lu e - p a th  and he knew i t  was r i g h t .  There  

was no f o r c e  in  th e  w orld  th a t  would make him change i t  e x c e p t  

i f  h i s  l i f e  were In d a n ger , f o r  th e r e  i s  a n o th er  v a lu e -p a th

t h a t  t a k e s  p r e c e d e n c e  i n  such a c a s e .  I  b e l i e v e  th a t  i s

so  b eca u se  i t  i s  c l o s e r  to  th e  one v a l u e ,  l i f e .
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The p o in t  t h a t  I s  b e in g  made h ere  i s  th a t  one can n ot become 

to o  ’’heady" about th e  c o n c ep t  o f  v a l u e s .  I  b e l i e v e  th a t  

b a s i c a l l y  t h a t  I s  what I s  h o ld in g  up s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s u l t s  

i n  th e  work on v a lu e s  c i t e d  above . I t  i s  b e in g  t r e a t e d  a s  

to o  I n t e l l e c t u a l  a m a tte r .  The s u b j e c t  o f  v a lu e s  Im p resses  

me a s  v e r y  much th e  same a s  was once  s a i d  about r e l i g i o n ,

" I t  I s  danced o u t ,  not th ou g h t o u t ."  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  

t r u e  about r e l i g i o n ,  o r  what A l lp o r t  (1 9 6 8 )  c a l l s  " I n t r i n s i c  

r e l i g i o n . "  E v id en ce  o f  t h i s  can be found i n  th e  s t e r i l i t y  

o f  th e  l i b e r a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  J ew ish  and C h r i s t ia n  s e c t s .

A v a lu e - p a t h  i s  f e l t ,  n o t  c o n c e iv e d .  I t  sh o u ld  now be  

c l e a r  why h u m a n is t ic  p s y c h o lo g y  i s  l i t e r a l l y  s t r u g g l i n g  

w ith  th e  c o n c ep t  o f  v a l u e s .  I t  sh o u ld  a l s o  be c l e a r  why 

s o c i e t y  a t  l a r g e  f i n d s  I t s e l f  i n  a " va lu e  vacuum," no lo n g e r  

t r u s t i n g  I t s  f e e l i n g s  and lo o k in g  t o  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  community 

t o  p r o v id e  a d i r e c t i o n  which i s  n o t fo r th co m in g .

R e l a t i v i t y ,  l o g i c a l  p o s i t i v i s m ,  and i n t e l l e c t u a l i t y  

such a s  i n s i s t i n g  upon o p e r a t io n a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  and t e s t s  o f  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  r e l e g a t e  f e e l i n g s  and f o l k  wisdom to  second c l a s s  

c i t i z e n s h i p .  F o lk  wisdom, m yth o lo g y , and r i t u a l s  o f  th e  Old 

T estam ent w hich a r e  a l l  in f u s e d  w ith  f e e l i n g s  are  th e  s u b j e c t  

m a tte r  t h a t  i s  g o in g  to  be o f  con cern  t o  us a t  t h i s  p o i n t .
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VALUE-PATHS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

T h is  s tu d y  I s  m ain ly  concerned  w ith  th e  v a lu e - p a t h s  

a s  found In th e  Old T estam ent m yth o logy , r i t u a l s ,  and law s.

In  I t ,  th e  a ttem p t w i l l  be made to  e n t e r  th e  p sy c h o lo g y  o f  

r e l i g i o n  through th e  v e h i c l e  o f  th e  v a lu e - p a t h s .  I t  was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  e a r l i e r  th a t  a v a l i d  way o f  s tu d y in g  th e  p s y 

c h o lo g y  o f  r e l i g i o n  i s  through th e  documents o f  r e l i g i o n  

and th e  most w id e ly  a c c e p te d  document o f  r e l i g i o n  i n  W estern  

c i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  th e  Old T estam en t. I t  i s  deemed sa c re d  

l i t e r a t u r e  by both  th e  Jew ish  and th e  C h r i s t ia n  com m unities .  

In d eed , th e  b a s i c  r e l i g i o u s  s t r u c t u r e  o f  W estern c i v i l i z a t i o n  

i s  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  th e  J u d e o -C h r is t ia n  h e r i t a g e  and 

th e  documents a c c e p te d  by both  grou p s , a l b e i t  In d i f f e r e n t  

ways, i s  th e  Old T estam en t. To th e  Jew s, i t  i s  th e  S c r ip t u r e s  

c o n t a in in g  th e  way a man sh o u ld  l i v e ,  and t o  the C h r i s t i a n s ,  

i t  i s  th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  word f u l f i l l e d  by th e  New T estam ent;  

but not y e t  c o m p le te ly  f u l f i l l e d  u n t i l  th e  t im e o f  th e  

Second Coming o f  C h r i s t .

I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  em phasize  th a t  much o f  th e  m ythology
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o f  th e  Old T estam ent stem s from more a n c ie n t  E gyp tia n  and 

Mesopatamlan s o u r c e s ,  and th a t  in  tu r n ,  some o f  th e  m ythology  

i s  s o f t e n e d  i n  th e  New T estam ent and r e i n t e r p r e t e d  in  l a t e r  

R ab b in ic  l i t e r a t u r e .  There th en  e x i s t s  a ten d e n c y  to  con

s i d e r  th e  t e a c h in g s  o f  th e  New T estam ent a s  d i f f e r e n t  from  

t h o s e  o f  th e  O ld , and f o r  some s c h o la r s  t o  c o n s id e r  R abbin ic  

o r  Talmudic Judaism  a s  d i f f e r i n g  from Old T estam ent t e a c h in g s .

1 b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  a m is ta k e  s im p ly  b eca u se  th o s e  s c h o la r s  

are  n o t  e n t e r in g  t h o s e  works by th e  v e h i c l e  o f  v a lu e - p a t h s .  

W hile s t i l l  a s tu d e n t  a t  a r a b b in ic a l  sem inary , I serv ed  

a s  a weekend ra b b i t o  a sm a l l  c o n g r e g a t io n .  One o f  my con

g r e g a n ts  once  asked  me a q u e s t io n  which In v o lv e d  an apparent  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n  betw een  th e  B ib le  and Talmud. As I  had no 

answ er f o r  him, I  asked  my Talmud p r o f e s s o r .  H is  resp o n se  

i s  marked i n d e l i b l y  upon my mind. "Did you t e l l  h im .” he 

s a i d ,  " th at i t  i s  no lo n g e r  h i s  B ib le ?  I t  i s  not even  your  

B i b l e  o r  my B ib le  any lo n g e r .  T e l l  him t h a t ."  I  am q u o t in g  

a man who was a g r e a t  s c h o la r  and whose words I  echoed  f o r  

many y e a r s .  No wonder th e  Talmud i s s u e s  th e  w arning to  

s c h o la r s  t o  beware o f  t h e i r  words l e s t  th e y  l e a d  t h e i r  s tu d e n ts  

t o  p o iso n e d  w a te rs  which th ey  d r in k  o f ,  and d i e .  Today, I
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c o u ld  show how th e  u n d e r ly in g  v a lu e  o f  b o th  th e  B i b l i c a l  

myth and th e  Talmudic law  was th e  same, th e  v a lu e  o f  l i f e ,  

and In th a t  c a s e  ev en  th e  v a lu e - p a t h s  u n d e r ly in g  them were 

v ery  s i m i l a r ,  a lth o u g h  on th e  s u r f a c e ,  a p p a r e n t ly  c o n t r a d ic t o r y .

I t  I s  th e  p o in t  o f  v iew  e x p r e s s e d  h e r e ,  th a t  d e s p i t e  th e  

f a c t  th a t  l i f e  i s  th e  u l t im a t e  v a l u e ,  upon a n a l y s i s  a s  our  

e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s  showed, i t  I s  absurd . B u t,  a s  was s t a t e d  

b e f o r e ,  th e  v a lu e  I s  f e l t ,  not c o n c e iv e d .  In  t h i s  s e n s e ,  

t h e r e  i s  an apparent c o n f l i c t  h e r e .  On th e  one hand, we f e e l  

t h a t  l i f e  i s  th e  supreme v a lu e ,  but i f  we ta k e  th e  tim e to  

th in k  about i t  and a n a ly z e  i t ,  I t  i s  absurd . I  b e l i e v e  th a t  

t h e  m ythology  o f  th e  Old Testam ent r e c o g n iz e d  t h i s  c o n f l i c t  

and from  th e  v e ry  b e g in n in g  a t te m p ts  t o  d e a l  w ith  i t .

The v e r y  f i r s t  myth o f  th e  B ib le  i s  th e  C r e a t io n  myth.

In  I t  t h e r e  I s  an im m ediate p o s t u l a t i o n  o f  God. And in d ee d ,  

t h e r e  had to  be a God, f o r  a s  S a r tr e  p o in t e d  o u t ,  man's p r o j e c t  

i s  to  become God. The Old T estam en t, th e n ,  very  much l i k e  th e  

e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s ,  makes no a ttem p t to  f i n d  a p r o o f  f o r  the  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  God. There He i s .  He J u s t  ap p ears  and g e t s  

r i g h t  t o  work on H is  p r o j e c t ,  making some s e n s e  out o f  th e  

ch aos  t h a t  e x i s t s .  S a r tr e  (1 9 6 9 )  a d v i s e s  man to  attenqpt t o
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f i n d  some meaning i n  an absurd u n iv e r s e .  A p p a r e n t ly ,  a t  th e  

v e r y  b e g in n in g  o f  G e n e s is ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  p r o j e c t  t h a t  God, 

H im se lf  s e t s  out a s  H is t a s k .  So, r ig h t  a t  th e  s t a r t ,  man 

i s  g iv e n  a p u rp o se .  He h as a m eaning. He h a s  som eth ing  to  

d o. T h is  i s  th e  f i r s t  v a lu e -p a t h  o f  th e  Old T estam en t. The 

o l d  argum ents c o n c e r n in g  th e  c h r o n o lo g y  o f  c r e a t i o n  and th e  

a c cu ra c y  o f  th e  B i b l i c a l  a c c o u n t ,  and Darwin v e r s u s  r e l i g i o n ,  

a l l  p a l e  b e fo r e  th e  im portance o f  th e  v a lu e - p a t h .  There i s  

a meaning i n  e x i s t e n c e !

The n e x t  myth and i t s  u n d e r ly in g  v a lu e  and v a lu e -p a th  

t o  be c o n s id e r e d  i s  in  th e  t h ir d  c h a p te r  o f  G e n e s is .  A gain ,

I  w i l l  ask  th e  r e a d e r ' s  pardon f o r  my own t r a n s l a t i o n .  I  

b e l i e v e  i t  i s  more in  k e e p in g  w ith  th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  myth 

and th e  f e e l i n g  o f  th e  la n g u a g e , and I  e n jo y  th e  advantage  

o f  not h a v in g  to  make th e  t r a n s l a t i o n  b e a u t i f u l ,  which was 

a problem  o t h e r  t r a n s l a t o r s  were fo r c e d  t o  la b o r  under.

"And th e  s e r p e n t  was th e  most cunn ing  o f  a l l  th e  b e a s t s  

o f  th e  f i e l d  which th e  Lord, God made; and he s a id  t o  

th e  woman, 'D id God r e a l l y  say  you a re  not t o  e a t  from  

any t r e e  o f  th e  garden?' And th e  woman s a id  to  th e  

s e r p e n t ,  'Of th e  f r u i t  o f  th e  garden t r e e s  we may e a t .
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But the  f r u i t  o f  th e  t r e e  which i s  in  th e  m iddle o f  

th e  garden , God s a id  you may not e a t  o f  i t  and you  

may not touch  i t ,  l e s t  you w i l l  d i e . ' And th e  se rp en t  

s a id  to  th e  woman, 'You w on 't  d i e .  B ecause  God knows 

t h a t  on th e  day th a t  you both e a t  o f  i t ,  your  e y e s  w i l l  

be opened and you w i l l  be l i k e  God, knowing good and 

e v i l . ' (G e n e s is  1 1 1 :1 -5 )"

Of c o u r s e ,  both  Adam and Eve a t e  o f  the  t r e e  in  the  m iddle  

o f  the garden and th e y  knew good and e v i l ,  and God caught them 

and pu n ished  them by sen d in g  them ou t o f  th e  garden , but not  

b e fo r e  He had t h i s  to  s a y ,  "Now th e  man has become one o f  u s ,  

knowing good and e v i l ,  and now l e s t  he r e a c h e s  ou t and ta k e s  

a l s o  from th e  t r e e  o f  l i f e  and he e a t s  and l i v e s  f o r e v e r  (Gene

s i s  1 1 1 :2 2 ) ."  The t r e e  o f  l i f e  r e c e iv e d  o n ly  c u r so ry  m ention

0 4 ^ 1  4  A r t  4  n  4~ V* f s  m * i r 4 *  V* 4 -  ^  U  1  4  a  «  v .  »  *  -f  — —  -■
w m a  ^ 1 4  V 4 4 W  i U J )  V I I *  4 .  V  Q V . V I A W U  V  U  i l Q  V U i  I  kKJ X U i p U  X  U  C  J

and God d id  not command Adam and Eve not t o  e a t  o f  i t  a s  He 

d id  w ith  th e  t r e e  o f  knowledge o f  good and e v i l .  But sudden ly  

we f i n d  th a t  th e  t r e e  o f  l i f e  ta k e s  on g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e .

From t h i s  p o in t  o f  v iew  o f  th e  m ythology p r e se n te d  h e r e ,  

th e  im portance g iv e n  th e  t r e e  o f  l i f e  i s  a p s y c h o lo g ic a l  

n e c e s s i t y .  Man had a c h ie v e d  th e  knowledge o f  good and e v i l .



www.manaraa.com

130

He was now a r e a so n in g  b e in g .  He c o u ld  now a sk  th e  q u e s t io n ,

"What am I  d o in g  h ere?  Where d id  I  come from? Where am I

going?"  H is answer would be "the  whole t h in g  i s  absurd ."

He would co n c lu d e  a s  d id  E c c l e s i a s t e s  t h a t  " A ll  i s  v a n i t y . " 

But a l l  would n o t  be v a n i t y  i f  t h e r e  were som eth ing  to  

lo o k  forw ard to ;  i f  t h e r e  were a very  d e s i r a b l e  end. In  

f a c t ,  i f  man were not r e a l l y  l i k e  God a s  th e  s e r p e n t  s a i d ,  

but had to  go a n o th e r  s t e p  t o  g e t  t h e r e ,  a p r o j e c t  f o r  man 

would e x i s t .  That s t e p  i s  im m o r ta l i ty .  I t  i s  l i f e  a s  

sy m b o lized  by th e  t r e e  o f  l i f e .  Man d id  not com p lete  h i s  

p r o j e c t  o f  becoming God, and in d e e d ,  he cannot com p lete  i t ,  

a s  the  myth makes c l e a r ,  f o r  i f  he d o e s ,  t h e r e  i s  no f u t u r e ,  

t h e r e  i s  no "why" to  l i v e ,  and i f  th a t  hap pens, t h e r e  cannot

be a how (F r a n k l ,  1 9 6 3 )*

I  have begun t h i s  c h a p te r  on th e  v a lu e - p a t h s  in  th e  

Old Testam ent by exam in in g  some o f  th e  e a r l i e s t  myths found  

i n  th e  B i b l e  s im p ly  b e c a u se  th e y  a re  th e  e a r l i e s t  myths found  

i n  th e  B i b l e .  T h is  was done a lth o u g h  I  was f u l l y  aware th a t  

by b e g in n in g  w ith  c h r o n o lo g y ,  I  would not be ad d in g  c l a r i t y .  

There i s  a r a b b in ic a l  d ictum  which can be t r a n s l a t e d  a s  " th ere  

i s  no form er and no l a t t e r  in  th e  B i b l e ."  Some say  th a t  t h i s
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p a r t i c u l a r  d ictum  was u t t e r e d  b eca u se  th e  r a b b is  began d o u b tin g  

th e  tr u e  h i s t o r i c i t y  in  th e  B i b l e .  I  have n e v e r  a greed  w ith  

th a t  p o in t  o f  v iew  b eca u se  th e  r a b b is  o f  th e  Talmud were in  

th e  o f t e n  p e r p le x in g  h a b it  o f  s t a t i n g  g r e a t  wisdom i n  very

few  words and 1 f i n d  g r e a t  wisdom in  th a t  u t t e r a n c e .  What

th e  r a b b is  were t e l l i n g  us i s  t h a t  th e  B ib le  i s  in  f a c t ,  not  

a h i s t o r y  book. Indeed much o f  th e  Old T estam ent sp eak s  

about th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  I s r a e l i t e s  and o t h e r s ,  but th e  

h i s t o r y  i s  l a r g e l y  myth, and a s  was s t a t e d  b e f o r e ,  myth has  

som eth in g  to  tea c h  us t h a t  may be f a r  more im portant than

h i s t o r y .  H is to r y  i s  to  be tak en  l i t e r a l l y .  M(yth i s  to  be

u n d ersto o d  by the  v a lu e s  and v a lu e - p a t h s  in c o r p o r a te d  i n  i t .  

B ecau se  so  many p e o p le ,  even  s c h o l a r s ,  have h e ld  the  o p in io n  

t h a t  th e  B i b l e  i s  l a r g e l y  h i s t o r y ,  th e  b e l i e f  i s  w id e ly  

h e ld  t h a t  Judaism  f o r e v e r  has i t s  ey e  on th e  p a s t .  N oth in g  

can be f u r t h e r  from th e  t r u t h .  Judaism  i s  in  e s s e n c e  a 

p r e s e n t  and fu tu r e  o r ie n t e d  r e l i g i o n .  T h is ,  t o o ,  i s  a v a lu e -  

p a th  which i s  found in  th e  Old T estam ent.

In  th e  tw e n ty -n in th  c h a p te r  o f  Deuteronomy i s  enum erated  

a l l  t h o s e  who are s ta n d in g  b e fo r e  th e  Lord in  such d e t a i l  th a t  

i t  i s  a p p aren t th a t  what i s  meant i s  t h a t  th e  e n t i r e  p e o p le
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were a ssem b le d . Y e t ,  i t  i s  w r i t t e n  t h a t  t h i s  cov en a n t i s  

w r i t t e n  "w ith him who i s  h ere  w ith  u s  to d a y  b e fo r e  th e  Lord, 

o u r  God, and w ith  him who i s  n o t  w ith  us tod ay  (Deuteronomy  

XX IX:14)."  The f o r c e  o f  t h e s e  words can o n ly  mean th a t  

f u t u r e  g e n e r a t io n s  a re  t o  be in c lu d e d  i n  th e  c o v e n a n t ,  and 

so  the  e y e  i s  to  th e  f u t u r e .  R ash i comments very  s u c c i n c t l y ,  

"And e v e n  w ith  g e n e r a t io n s  t h a t  a r e  t o  be i n  th e  f u t u r e ."  

Thus, th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  myth advanced h ere  i s  th a t  

what we are  d o in g  i s  n o t  f o r  th e  sake o f  th e  p a s t  but f o r  

th e  sake o f  th e  p r e s e n t  and th e  f u t u r e .  T h is  i s  a  v a l u e -  

p a th  in  th e  Old Testam ent t h a t  we la b o r  f o r  th e  p r e s e n t  

w ith  o u r  ey e  in  th e  f u t u r e .  We do n o t  lo o k  backward. P e r i s  

would sa y  t h a t  th e  Old Testam ent i s  t e l l i n g  us th a t  r e h e a r s a l  

i s  b e t t e r  than l e a v i n g  u n f in i s h e d  b u s in e s s  ( P e r i s ,  1 9 5 1 ) .

B u h l e r  f l Q 6 8 )  a n d  M a v  (1Q6Q} w o u l d  n r o h a b l v  anaalr ib o t *p  nr»a1-
» * v  * - * - * ■ /  -------- • j r  -  - -  —  -  "  s/ — j r  '  — ------------- “  r  *  — —

t i v e l y  about i t  and l a b e l  i t  " i n t e n t i o n a l i t y . " Bonner (1 9 6 5 )  

m ight be w i l l i n g  to  compare i t  t o  h i s  c o n c ep t  o f  " p r o a c t iv e  

m an."

The im portant q u e s t io n  f o r  t h i s  moment 1b why have I  

d e c id e d  not t o  a c c e p t  t h e  v a lu e  c o n c e p ts  o f  Rokeach o r  Lowe 

o r  A l lp o r t  and u t i l i z e d  t h e i r  u m b re lla s  f o r  v a lu e s  in  t h i s
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s t u d y ?  The answ er  t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  i s  t h a t  I  do a g r e e  w i t h  

Rokeach ( 1 9 6 8 ) t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  v e r y  few v a l u e s ;  R o g e r s '  d e v e l o p 

m e n t a l  v iew o f  t h e  i n f a n t  p l a c i n g  p o s i t i v e  v a l u e  on t h a t  which  

p e r c e i v e s  a s  l i f e  m a i n t a i n i n g  and l i f e  e n h a n c in g  i s  e m i n e n t l y  

s e n s i b l e ,  and what  I  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  Old T e s ta m e n t  i s  t h a t  

t h e  p r i m a r y  v a l u e  i s  on l i f e .  These  t h r e e  r e a s o n s  seem t o  

have  a  n a t u r a l  g o o d n e s s  o f  f i t  and I  c an  a p p ro a c h  t h e  p s y 

c h o lo g y  o f  r e l i g i o n  f rom what  I  f i n d  t h e r e  and u se  r e l i g i o n ' s  

own m a t e r i a l  i n  s t u d y i n g  i t .

I t  now seems e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  I  s u b s t a n t i a t e  my p o i n t  t h a t  

t h e  b a s i c  o r  one o f  t h e  two b a s i c  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  Old T e s ta m e n t  i s

t h a t  o f  l i f e .  One p i e c e  o f  e v id e n c e  was examined e a r l i e r  

when i t  was m e n t io n e d  t h a t  a  l a t e r  e d i t o r  o f  E c c l e s i a s t e s  

f e l t  t h a t  he had  t o  end t h e  book on  a  p o s i t i v e  n o t e  and added 

a  few l i n e s  which  would  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  v a l u e  t o  l i f e .  

A n o th e r  p i e c e  o f  e v i d e n c e  i s  fo un d  i n  one o f  t h e  most t o u c h i n g  

and d r a m a t i c  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Old T e s t a m e n t .  I t  i s  i n  M oses '  

f a r e w e l l  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  p e o p le  o f  I s r a e l  and i s  e x t r e m e l y  

e m o t io n  f i l l e d  and b e a u t i f u l .  Moses s a y s  (Deuteronomy XXX:19)

" I  c a u se  t h e  u n i v e r s e  t o d a y  t o  w i t n e s s  f o r  you ,  l i f e  and d e a t h

have  I  p u t  b e f o r e  y o u — t h e  b l e s s i n g  and t h e  c u r s e ,  and  choose
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l i f e  so t h a t  you and yo u r  c h i ld r e n  s h a l l  l i v e . ” I  w r i t e  

t h e s e  words w ith  g r e a t  f r u s t r a t i o n  b eca u se  I  r e a l i z e  t h a t  

I have not caught th e  p a th o s  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l .  I t  i s  l i t t l e  

com fort t o  me t h a t  no o t h e r  t r a n s l a t i o n  I  have s e e n  has  

caught i t ,  and y e t ,  h ere  in  t h a t  one s e n te n c e  i s  th e  one 

v a lu e  o f  th e  Old T estam en t. H i l l e l  w i l l  f o r g i v e  me f o r  

s a y in g  th a t  a l l  th e  r e s t  i s  commentary. To h e lp  th e  r ea d er  

u n d ersta n d  th e  b e a u ty ,  th e  p le a d in g  and th e  wonder o f  th e  

s ta te m e n t  I  w i l l  t r a n s l a t e  two o f  th e  m ed iev a l comm entators  

on t h a t  s e n t e n c e .  R ashi s a y s ,  "I a d v is e  you a s  a p aren t  

t o  ch oo se  th e  p o r t io n  o f  l i f e ,  a s  a man m ight say  to  h i s  

so n , ’Choose f o r  y o u r s e l f  th e  f i n e s t  p a r t  o f  my h e r i t a g e . . . 1. ' 1 

Ibn Ezra comments, "These a r e  th e  b l e s s i n g  and th e  c u r se  

and i t  i s  w i t h in  you r  power t o  ch o o se  l i f e :  so  t h a t  you s h a l l  

l i v e  e i t h e r  i n  body o r  in  memory: and t h e  meaning i s  t h a t  

l i f e  i s  to  l o v e ."

The v a lu e ,  th e n ,  i s  l i f e .  Ibn Ezra seem s t o  a n t i c i p a t e  

a l l  o f  our e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s  and h u m a n ists  in  p s y c h o lo g y ,  and 

a lth o u g h  he i s  n o t  B i b l i c a l ,  he g i v e s  a v e r y  B i b l i c a l  v a lu e -  

p a t h ,  t h a t  o f  l o v e .  B u h ler  (1967 )  would h e a r t i l y  a g r ee  w ith  

Ibn Ezra a s  she c o n s id e r s  th e  lo v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a s  one o f  th e
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most e s s e n t i a l ,  i f  n o t  th e  most e s s e n t i a l  o f  th e  l i f e  g o a l s  

o f  th e  m aturing  i n d i v i d u a l .

One f u r t h e r  p i e c e  o f  e v id e n c e  I  s h a l l  b r in g  f o r  my 

assu m p tion  th a t  th e  one v a lu e  i n  th e  Old T estam ent i s  th e  

v a lu e  o f  l i f e  i s  a l s o  ta k en  from Deuteronomy, but i t  i s  not  

J u s t  a p a r t  o f  Deuteronomy. I t  i s  th e  words w ith  which e v e r y  

J ew ish  c h i l d  i s  ta u g h t  t o  a r i s e  i n  th e  morning and go t o  bed 

a t  n ig h t .  These words have become known a s  th e  watchword o f  

I s r a e l .  I f  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  somewhat u n orth o d ox , i t  i s  

n o t  b eca u se  I  v a lu e  th e  words l e s s ,  bu t b e c a u se  I  v a lu e  them 

a l l  th e  more. In  Deuteronomy (V I :4 )  i s  th e  p h ra se  u s u a l l y  

t r a n s l a t e d ,  "Hear, 0  I s r a e l ,  th e  Lord I s  our God, th e  Lord 

i s  One." My t r a n s l a t i o n  would b e ,  "Hear, 0 I s r a e l ,  He t h a t  

s h a l l  be i s  our God, He t h a t  s h a l l  be on e ."  A g a in , I  am 

r e l y i n g  upon th e  gram m atica l form o f  th e  Tetragrammaton and 

t r a n s l a t i n g  i t  a s  th e  f u t u r e  form o f  " b e in g ."  R ash i a l lu d e s  

to  som eth ing  a lo n g  th o s e  l i n e s  i n  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  p a r t  

o f  which i s  "He, who In  th e  f u tu r e  s h a l l  be One Lord." Once 

more I  a l lu d e  t o  a God o f  B e in g  and cannot h e lp  but b e l i e v e  

t h a t  th e  Hebrew meant j u s t  t h a t ;  a v e r y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  p e o p le  

w ith  a v e r y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  God. But what p r e c e d e s  and what
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f o l l o w s  t h i s  most im p ortan t s e n te n c e  In  th e  Old Testam ent  

I s  a l s o  o f  th e  u tm ost Im portance. I t  I s  p reced ed  by an 

a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  some v e ry  im portant commandments to  come, and 

commandments which sh ou ld  be obeyed very  d u t i f u l l y .  And why 

sh o u ld  th e y  be ob ey ed , "In o r d e r  t h a t  you r  days s h a l l  be 

l e n g th e n e d ."  In  th e  p r a y e r  book (H e r tz ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  a s  t h e s e  

commandments are  rea d , some c h a p te r s  are  sk ip p ed  and we come 

to  Deuteronomy X I, i n  which I t  I s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  a l l  th e s e  

commandments a r e  k e p t ,  th e  r e s u l t  w i l l  be " th a t  your  days  

and th e  days o f  your  c h i ld r e n  w i l l  be le n g th e n e d ."

Such i s  th e  theme th a t  runs through out th e  Old T estam en t.  

There are  v a l u e - p a t h s ,  t h in g s  which a r e  good f o r  th e  i n d iv i d u a l  

to  do , and th e y  are  good b e c a u se  God has s a i d  th a t  th e y  are  

good. But ev en  God, o r  th e  word o f  God which most t h e o l o g ia n s  

would a g r e e .  I s  r ea so n  enough to  obey  t h e s e  commandments* f o r  

God t o  them i s  th e  v a lu e ,  d oes  not seem to  be enough. God 

a s  th e  supreme v a lu e  d oes  n o t  appear to  be borne out by th e  

e v id e n c e  i t s e l f  which i s  p r e s e n te d  i n  th e  Old T estam en t.  

U n i v e r s a l l y ,  th e  one v a lu e  upon which e v e r y t h in g  h in g e s  i s  

th e  p r o lo n g a t io n  o f  l i f e .  L i f e ,  i t s e l f ,  i s  th e  v a lu e  th a t  

i s  o f  th e  utm ost Im portance t o  menj and Rogers' s ta te m e n t  th a t
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th a t  which I s  l i f e  m a in ta in in g  o r  l i f e  en h an cin g  i s  v a lu e d  

by the  in f a n t ,g r o w s  s t r o n g e r  and s t r o n g e r  i n  i t s  im pact.

T h is  i s  not t o  im ply  th a t  th e  t h e o l o g ia n s  do not have  

a p o i n t .  They c e r t a i n l y  d o , and a s  one who was t r a in e d  i n  

t h e o l o g y ,  I  am g o in g  to  ta k e  th e  l i b e r t y  o f  making t h e i r  

p o in t  f o r  them. But b e f o r e  I  do , I  w i l l  c a u t io n  t h a t  my 

own b i a s  i s  t h a t  th e  t h e o l o g ia n ,  l i k e  th e  p s y c h o l o g i s t  has  

become to o  s p e c i a l i z e d  an i n d i v i d u a l .  He s e e s  th e  e v id e n c e  

o n ly  from a va n ta g e  p o in t  o f  h i s  own s p e c i a l i z e d  t r a i n i n g .

I t  i s  f o r  t h a t  r e a so n  t h a t  van Kaam ( 1 9 6 9 ) makes a p le a  

f o r  more i n t e r a c t i o n  and c o o p e r a t io n  betw een  and among 

th e  v a r io u s  d i s c i p l i n e s .  The t h e o lo g ia n  would say  th a t  

c e r t a i n l y  God I s  th e  b a s i c  v a lu e  in  th e  Old Testam ent and 

he would b r in g  f o r t h  p r o o f  from th e  book o f  G e n e s is .  A f t e r  

a l l  was n o t  God t h e  C r e a t o r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s e ,  and i f  you 

want to  say  th a t  l i f e  i s  th e  supreme v a l u e ,  was not God 

a l i v e  b e fo r e  th e r e  was any o t h e r  l i f e ?  Was i t  n o t  God who 

b r e a th e d  i n t o  Adam th e  s p i r i t  o f  l i f e  and made o f  him a 

l i v i n g  s o u l?  And i f  we lo o k  a t  th e  book o f  P sa lm s, from  

which b o th  Judaism  and C h r i s t i a n i t y  have  been  r e c e i v i n g  s o l a c e  

and com fort f o r  so  many c e n t u r i e s ,  t o  whom a re  th e  psa lm s
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ad d ressed ?  They are ad d ressed  to  God and not to  l i f e .  The 

t h e o lo g ia n s  might w e l l  c o n t in u e  and say  t o  me, "You are  con

f u s in g  your v a lu e s .  You are  making a god ou t o f  l i f e  which  

i s  n o t  endu rin g  and r e l e g a t i n g  God who i s  e t e r n a l  to  a 

secondary  p la c e ."

These are a l l  good q u e s t io n s  and I  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  my 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  answer them. The t h e o lo g ia n  i s  no f o o l  

and e s p e c i a l l y  not th e  one I have con ju red  up, f o r  I  have  

put th e  q u e s t io n s  i n  h i s  mouth. My answer to  some o f  th e  

q u e s t io n s  would n e c e s s a r i l y  be lo n g  o n e s .  I  would have to  

b e g in  by r e i t e r a t i n g  th a t  th e  t h e o lo g ia n  i s  m is s in g  the  

p o in t  o f  th e  myth. God c e r t a i n l y  p la y s  a c e n t r a l  r o le  in  

th e  Old Testam ent and i t  would n o t  be my w ish  to  ta k e  Him 

out o f  i t  o r  in  any way a ttem p t to  d im in ish  H is  s t a t u r e .

But He i s  a God o f  l i f e  o r  b e t t e r ,  a God o f  e x i s t e n c e .  H ere,  

we are  g o in g  to  have to  go back to  th e  c r e a t i o n  myth and 

d i s c u s s  th e  v a r io u s  e le m en ts  in  i t  and th e  r o l e  o f  God w i t h in  

i t ,  and in s t e a d  o f  ta k in g  the  myth l i t e r a l l y ,  which would  

be d e s t r o y in g  i t  (C am pbell, 1 9 7 0 ) ,  we w i l l  t r y  to  understand  

th e  v a lu e  and th e  v a lu e -p a th s  couched i n  the  myth in  a p sy ch o -  

t h e o l o g i c a l  framework.
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S in c e  our h y p o t h e t i c a l  t h e o lo g ia n  began a t  th e  p o in t  

o f  myth, i t  i s  l o g i c a l  to  p r e s e n t  some o f  th e  m ytho logy  o f  

th e  Old T estam ent i n  some d e t a i l  and show how i t  can be  

approached through a v a lu e  and v a lu e -p a th  o r i e n t a t i o n .  I t  

w i l l  a l s o  be remembered th a t  th e  p o i n t s  a t  which e x i s t e n t i a l i s m ,  

h u m a n is t ic  p sy c h o lo g y  and r e l i g i o n  converged  were a t  " l i f e -  

d e a th ,  u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e  and i n d i v i d u a l ,  and v a lu e s ."  

I t  i s  t h e s e  t h r e e  p o i n t s  which w i l l  be o f  major i n t e r e s t  in  

t h i s  e s s a y .  A lthough myth h as been  d e a l t  w ith  t o  some e x t e n t  

and w i l l  be d e a l t  w i th  f u r t h e r ,  th e  o t h e r  two main h e a d in g s  

i n  th e  Old Testam ent t h a t  w i l l  be e x p lo r e d  from th e  p o i n t  

o f  v iew  o f  a v a lu e  o r i e n t a t i o n  w i l l  be law  and r i t u a l .

The myth o u r  t h e o lo g ia n  began w ith  i s  th e  C r e a t io n  myth 

o f  G e n e s is  and th e  p o in t  t h a t  he made was t h a t  in  t h a t  myth 

God was th e  c r e a t o r  and must t h e r e f o r e  be g iv e n  fch  ̂ p la c e  

o f  th e  supreme v a lu e .  W ithout w is h in g  t o  make a com p lete  

s tu d y  o f  th e  c r e a t i o n  myth, l e t  i t  s u f f i c e  t o  say  t h a t  i t  

o r i g i n a t e s  much f u r t h e r  in  a n t i q u i t y  from o t h e r  Mesopatamian  

s o u r c e s ,  and t h a t  th e  myth i s  f u l l  o f  o t h e r  gods and g o d e s s e s .

I t  w i l l  be remembered th a t  i n  th e  b e g in n in g  th e r e  was d a rk n ess  

o v e r  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  "deep." The word "deep ,"  in  th e  Hebrew,



www.manaraa.com

140

T'hom i s  most l i k e l y  th e  a n c ie n t  goddess T 'h im a t ,  found in  

o t h e r  m y t h o lo g ie s .  The myth c o n t in u e s  th a t  " the S p i r i t  o f  

God was h o v e r in g  o v e r  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  w a te r s ."  In th e  

Hebrew, th e  word " s p i r i t "  a l s o  has th e  meaning o f  wind.

I t  i s  p ro b a b le  th a t  th e  p ro p er  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  th e  t e x t  i s ,

"A wind o f  God was h o v e r in g  o v e r  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  w a t e r s . "

Now, i n  a n c ie n t  m yth o logy , th e  wind and th e  w a ter  a re  v e r y  

im p ortan t i n  c r e a t i o n  (C am pbell, 1 9 7 0 ) .  The wind i s  m a sc u lin e  

and th e  w a ter  f e m in in e ,  and through  s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  o f  

t h e s e  two d o es  some c r e a t i o n  come a b o u t. The Old Testam ent  

myth was not born i n  a vacuum. P eo p le  knew and b e l i e v e d  

th e  more a n c ie n t  m yth o logy . What th e  Old T estam ent myth

a c co m p lish ed  was t o  ta k e  away th e  g o d l ik e  powers o f  T 'h im a t,

th e  wind and th e  w a te r .  The wind was "of God." I t  was no

lo n g e r  In d ep en d en t. The f o r c e  o f  th e  c r e a t i o n  myth o f  th e

Old Testam ent i s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  one i n v i s i b l e  God, a v ery  

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  and v e r y  sound c o n c ep t  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y .  The 

myth brought a u n i t y  i n t o  th e  w orld by in t r o d u c in g  th e  c o n c ep t  

o f  one God a s  th e  C r e a to r .  I  would c o n je c tu r e  th a t  some 

a n c ie n t  s e e r  o r  s e e r s  had th e  ty p e  o f  m y s t i c a l  o r  peak e x 

p e r ie n c e  Maslow sp eak s o f  and d id  s e e  th e  w orld  a s  a u n i t y .  

They c o u ld  no lo n g e r  a c c e p t  th e  o l d e r  m y th o lo g ie s .  S in c e  th e y
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u n i t y  and n o n - a l i e n a t i o n  had t o  be g iv e n  to  th e  p e o p le .  The 

v e h i c l e  o f  th e  myth was u t i l i z e d  to  g r e a t  e f f e c t .  A way was 

g iv e n  to  the  m asses  (perh ap s put i n t o  form by p r i e s t s )  to  

g l im p se  th e  w orld  a s  u n i f i e d ,  a s  i t  had t o  be s i n c e  i t  was 

th e  work o f  one c r e a t o r .  So , i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  th e  v a lu e  i s  

l i f e  and th e  v a lu e - p a t h  i s  p e r c e iv i n g  th e  u n iv e r s e  a s  a u n i t y ,  

s i n c e  th a t  i s  a l s o  th e  a n t id o t e  to  d ea th  a s  was s t a t e d  by th e  

e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s  and many o f  th e  h u m a n ist ic  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  

c i t e d  above.

The secon d  o b j e c t i o n  o f  th e  th e o lo g ia n  i s  in  r e a l i t y  a 

s u b s t a n t i a t i o n  o f  th e  p rem ise  p r e s e n te d  in  t h i s  e s s a y .  The 

t h e o l o g ia n  argued th a t  i t  was God who gave l i f e  to  th e  man 

and th a t  i s  e x a c t l y  what i s  r e p o r te d  i n  th e  myth (G e n e s is  1 1 :7 )  

"The Lord God formed man from th e  d u st  o f  th e  e a r th  and He 

blew  i n t o  h i s  n o s t r i l s  th e  b rea th  o f  l i f e ;  and man became a 

l i v i n g  s o u l ."  U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  we a g a in  l o s e  much in  th e  

t r a n s l a t i o n  t h a t  i s  o f  im portant s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  our  approach  

to  th e  r e l i g i o u s  l i t e r a t u r e .  The Hebrew word f o r  man i s  "adam, 

which i s  why h i s  name became Adam. The Hebrew word f o r  e a r th  

o r  s o i l  i s  "adamah." I t  i s  not d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  t h a t  th e  word
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"man" (adam) was d e r iv e d  from th e  word "earth" (adam ah), 

which f o r c i b l y  b r in g s  home th e  p o in t  t h a t  man i s  u n i t e d  

w ith  th e  e a r t h ,  b eca u se  t h a t  i s  from where he came. R ashi  

g o e s  so  f a r  a s  t o  say  th a t  when God made Adam, He u sed  d u st  

from th e  fo u r  c o r n e r s  o f  th e  e a r t h ,  so  im p ly in g  t h a t  man i s  

u n i t e d  w ith  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  th e  e a r t h .  But th e  myth c o n t in u e s

t h a t  man i s  n o t  " n oth in g  but" s o i l  o r  m a t e r i a l .  God b lew

i n t o  h i s  n o s t r i l s  th e  b r e a th  o f  l i f e  and th en  man became 

t r u l y  a l i v e .  The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  h ere  i s  t h a t  man i s  not  

t r u l y  a l i v e ,  n o t  t r u l y  aw are, not t r u l y  a t  one w ith  th e  

u n iv e r s e  u n l e s s  he r e a l i z e s  t h a t  he i s  both  m a t e r ia l  and 

s p i r i t u a l .  He i s  body and mind and f e e l i n g .  Once more, 

th e  myth i s  con cern ed  w ith  l i f e  a s  th e  v a lu e  and th e  v a l u e -

p a th  o f  t h e  myth i s  one which many p s y c h o l o g i s t s  are  p r e s e n t l y

concerned w i th  i n  t h e i r  c l i n i c a l  work? t h a t  o f  h e l p i n g  th e  

i n d iv i d u a l  r e i n t e g r a t e  a l l  th e  p a r t s  o f  h i m s e l f  and r e c o g n iz e  

t h a t  he i s  made up o f  body, mind, and em o tio n s  and n ot deny  

any o f  them. I t  i s  r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  In  d en y in g  any one o f  

t h e s e ,  th e r e  e n s u e s  a ty p e  o f  d e a th ,  which most would c o n s id e r  

a sy m b o lic  d ea th  o f  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  o f  th e  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  

but some would say  (Bakan, 1966) c o u ld  r e s u l t  i n  a c t u a l  p h y s i c a l
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d eath  o f  th e  organ ism .

The l a s t  myth t h a t  w i l l  he examined In  t h i s  e s s a y  I s  

th e  myth o f  C ain  and A b e l .  Of c o u r s e ,  I t  I s  w e l l  known th a t  

t h i s  myth h as r e c e iv e d  many i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  from th o s e  who 

w ish  t o  s e e  I t  from a p s y c h o a n a ly t i c a l  p o in t  o f  v iew . The 

myth i s  concerned w ith  f r a t r i c i d e ,  s i b l i n g  r i v a l r y ,  g u i l t ,  

and many o t h e r  f a c t o r s  which f i t  so  w e l l  w ith  p s y c h o la n a ly t i c  

th e o r y .  The same ty p e  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  can be p la c e d  upon 

th e  myths c o n c e r n in g  I s a a c  and E sau , Joseph  and h i s  b r o t h e r s ,

Solomon and Absalom, and many more th a t  th e  Old T estam ent

r e c o u n ts .  In  f a c t ,  I  s e e  t h i s  a s  one o f  th e  b e a u t i e s  o f  

m yth o logy . I t  i s  e t e r n a l  b eca u se  embedded i n  th e  myth i s  

such a wide range o f  human e x p e r ie n c e  and human f e e l i n g ,  th a t  

a myth cannot grow o l d .  I t  h a s  som eth ing  to  sa y  t o  a l l  

n n on le  o f  a l l  g e n e r a t io n s .
A'  *—•

N e e d le s s  t o  s a y ,  th a t  w h i le  f u l l y  c o g n iz a n t  o f  th e  o th e r  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  t h a t  can be and have been  a p p l ie d  to  th e  s t o r y  

o f  Cain and A b e l ,  t h a t  th e  e x p la n a t io n  o f f e r e d  i n  t h i s  e s s a y  

i s  somewhat d i f f e r e n t .  F i r s t ,  l e t  us r ev iew  t h i s  w ell-know n  

s t o r y .  Cain and A b e l ,  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  Adam and Eve had both

brought s a c r i f i c e s  t o  God. C a in , who was a fa rm er , an o f f e r i n g
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o f  f r u i t ;  A b e l ,  who was a sh ep h erd , an o f f e r i n g  o f  the  

c h o i c e s t  f i r s t l i n g s  o f  h i s  f l o c k .  The s t o r y  c o n t in u e s  

th a t  God a c c e p te d  A b e l ' s  o f f e r i n g  but r e j e c t e d  t h a t  o f  

C ain . The m ed iev a l comm entators say  t h a t  I t  was b eca u se  

A b e l ' s  o f f e r i n g  was from h i s  " c h o ic e s t"  p rod u ct  and C a in 's  

was n o t .  Be t h a t  a s  I t  may, when th e  two b r o th e r s  were In  

the  f i e l d ,  Cain s le w  h i s  b r o th e r  and t h i s  deed became known 

to  God. C a in 's  punishm ent I s  th a t  he may no lo n g e r  t i l l  

th e  s o i l ,  but must become a w anderer f o r e v e r  on th e  f a c e  

o f  th e  e a r t h .

C ain th en  e x c la im s ,  "Hy punishm ent I s  to o  much to  

b ea r .  S in c e  You have now b a n ish ed  me from th e  s o i l ,  and 

I  must a v o id  Your p r e se n c e  and become a r e s t l e s s  wanderer  

on e a r t h — anybody who m eets  me c o u ld  k i l l  me." The r e s t  

o f  th e  s t o r y  i s  t h a t  God made i t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  no one would 

k i l l  C a in , and C ain  l e f t  and s e t t l e d  in  Nod and founded a 

c i t y .

What t h i s  myth i s  s a y in g  i s  t h a t  l i f e  must n o t  be 

v i o l a t e d .  L i f e  i s  th e  v a lu e  and e v en  God, who c o u ld  have  

p u n ish ed  Cain w ith  death  d id  n o t .  But C ain  saw th e  punishm ent  

a s  d e a th .  He would be a l i e n a t e d  from th e  s o i l .  H is  v a l u e -
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p ath  to  l i f e  was t o  be tak en  from him. W ithout th a t  v a l u e -  

p a th ,  w ith o u t  t h a t  meaning f o r  l i f e ,  C ain  saw h im s e l f  a s  

good a s  dead. But th e  myth g o e s  on . The p s y c h o a n a ly s t s  

would sa y  t h a t  Cain su b lim a ted  h i s  a g g r e s iv e  im p u lse s  and 

b u i l t  a c i t y .  The o p in io n  e x p r e s s e d  h ere  i s  t h a t  Cain was 

a b le  to  c o n t in u e  l i v i n g ,  th e  v a lu e  l i f e  was t o  be r e a l i z e d  

a g a in  b eca u se  Cain le a r n e d  a new v a lu e - p a t h .  He co u ld  

become a l i e n a t e d  from th e  s o i l  i n  th a t  he was no lo n g e r  

a farm er , but he was not c o m p le te ly  a l i e n a t e d  b eca u se  he 

found a new meaning to  g i v e  to  h i s  l i f e .  He b u i l t  a c i t y .  

In  t h i s  myth, we have an example o f  how th e  Old Testam ent  

v a lu e ,  l i f e ,  can be a c h ie v e d  through d iv e r s e  v a lu e  p a th s .  

The v a lu e  p a th s  g i v e  us th e  "why" to  l i v e ,  and to  qu ote  

F ran k l ( 1 9 6 6 ) ,  "Where t h e r e  i s  a why, a how can a lw ays be  

fo u n d :"

As can be s e e n ,  I  am not p l a c in g  th e  v a lu e  o f  l i f e  

above God. I  am a l s o  n ot e x p la in in g  God away by d e f i n i n g  

Him a s  a v a lu e  o r  a s  a n y th in g  e l s e .  I  would not o b j e c t  to  

one who w is h e s  t o  say  th a t  God i s  th e  v a lu e ,  and I  would  

h a p p i ly  l i s t e n  t o  h i s  i d e a s  and p e r h a p s ,  e v e n t u a l ly  concur  

w ith  him. The door i s  open. I  would not o b j e c t  t o  one who
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p e r c e iv e s  God a s  a v a lu e - p a th  t h a t  h e lp s  g iv e  meaning to  h i s  

l i f e .  I  would go a lo n g  w ith  th e  s a y in g  i n  th e  Book o f  P ro v e rb s ,  

"In a l l  your  w ays, you s h a l l  know Him." N o t i c e ,  i t  d oes  not  

g iv e  a s i n g l e  way, nor  d o es  i t  s a y ,  in  a l l  H is  ways you s h a l l  

know Him. Each man h as h i s  own u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  God and knows 

God in  h i s  own un ique manner. I t  i s  j u s t  t h i s  th a t  makes 

God i n f i n i t e  and e n c o u r a g es  me from t r y i n g  to  d e f i n e  Him. I  

am n o t begging th e  q u e s t io n  and I  would welcome th e  o p p o r tu n ity  

to  s tu d y  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  th o s e  who have e x p e r ie n c e d  God, 

but I ,  p e r s o n a l l y ,  have not had any such e x p e r ie n c e  and so  I  

l i m i t  m y s e l f  t o  th e  s im p le  b e l i e f  t h a t  God i s  t h e r e .

The nex t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  c a t e g o r i e s  in  th e  Old T estam ent  

t h a t  shows a g o o d n ess  o f  f i t  i n t o  th e  v a lu e  o r i e n t a t i o n  

p r e s e n te d  h e r e ,  i s  th a t  o f  "Law." I t  would be w ise  to  examine  

a law o r  commandment f i r a t  th a t  I s  f a m i l i a r  to  ev ery b o d y .

The f i r s t  law  t o  be d e a l t  w ith  i s  found in  L e v i t i c u s  X IX :l8 .  

"Thou s h a l t  l o v e  th y  n e ig h b o r  a s  t h y s e l f . "  T h is  commandment 

i s  u n dou bted ly  an e a s y  one to  f i t  i n t o  ou r  v a lu e  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  

but i t  was ch o sen  b e c a u se  o f  i t s  f a m i l i a r i t y  and g e n e r a l  

a c c e p t a n c e ,  which would le n d  su pp ort to  t h i s  t h e o r y ,  and 

a l s o  b eca u se  i t  was th e  c a u se  o f  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  concern  

t o  F reud , th e  fo u n d e r  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s i s ,  and one o f  th e  p s y -
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c h o l o g i s t s  d e a l t  w i t h  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  e s s a y .  I n  C i v i l i z a t i o n  

and  i t s  D i s c o n t e n t s  ( F r e u d ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  he  c o m p la in e d  t h a t  c i v i l i 

z a t i o n  was no t  o n l y  r i g h t l y  c o n t r o l l i n g  s e x u a l i t y ,  b u t  i t  had  

gone t o o  f a r  i n  becom ing  a c t u a l l y  a n t a g o n i s t i c  to w a rd  i t .

He p l a c e s  t h e  blame f o r  t h i s  a n t a g o n i s m  on C h r i s t i a n i t y .  "The 

c l u e  may be  s u p p l i e d  b y . . . ’Thou s h a l t  l o v e  t h y  n e i g h b o r  a s  t h y 

s e l f .  ' I t  i s  known t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r ld  and i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  

o l d e r  t h a n  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  which  p u t s  i t  f o r w a r d  a s  i t s  p r o u d 

e s t  c l a i m  (Vol .  XXI, p .  1 0 9 ) . "  F r e u d  t h e n  i n v e i g h s  a g a i n s t  

t h e  commandment and c o n c l u d e s ,  "What i s  t h e  p o i n t  o f  a p r e c e p t  

. . . I f  i t s  f u l f i l l m e n t  c a n n o t  be recommended a s  r e a s o n a b l e  (V o l .  

XXI, p .  1 1 3 ) ? "  He f i n a l l y  makes t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  man i s  a g g r e s s i v e .  

He a l s o  s a y s  t h a t  a commandment he o p p o s e s  e v en  more s t r o n g l y  

i s  t h e  one t o  " l o v e  t h i n e  e n e m i e s . "

Freud here s t a t e s  that the f i r s t  commandment i s  doubt

l e s s l y  o l d e r  t h a n  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  T h e r e  c a n  be no q u e s t i o n  o f  

t h a t ,  s i n c e  a l t h o u g h  i t  a p p e a r s  i n  Romans 13:9* i t  a l s o  

a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  Old  T e s t a m e n t ,  L e v i t i c u s  1 9 : 1 8 .  One must  

w onder  w h e t h e r  F r e u d  knew t h a t  t h e  commandment a p p e a r e d  I n  

t h e  Old  T e s t a m e n t .  W[y c o n j e c t u r e  i s  t h a t  he d i d ,  b e c a u s e
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he d id  w r i t e  t h a t  i t  i s  " d o u b t le s s ,"  which i s  a s t r o n g  word, 

t h a t  th e  commandment i s  o l d e r  than  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  He n e v e r  

s t a t e d  th a t  "Love th in e  en em ies  (Luke V I : 35)"  I s  o l d e r  than  

C h r i s t i a n i t y .  I f  Freud d id  know th e  o r i g i n  o f  th e  command

ment to  " lo v e  y ou r  n e ig h b o r  a s  y o u r s e l f "  t h e r e  can be s e v e r a l  

r e a s o n s  why he d id  not m ention  i t .  One r e a so n  i s  th a t  d e sp ib e  

a l l  h i s  d i s c l a i m e r s ,  Freud was v e r y  much a Jew a l l  o f  h i s  l i f e  

and i d e n t i f i e d  s t r o n g l y  a s  a Jew (J o n e s ,  1953)* He may have  

been  d is a p p o in te d  t h a t  t h i s  commandment w hich was so  d ia m e t r i 

c a l l y  opposed to  h i s  way o f  t h in k in g  c o u ld  be found in  th e  

Old T estam en t, which i s  sa c r e d  to  th e  Jew s. T h e r e fo r e ,  he 

may have been  more c o m fo r ta b le  p l a c in g  th e  "blame" on 

C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  f o r  i t  was C h r i s t i a n i t y  w hich a c t u a l l y  ad v er 

t i s e d  th e  commandment. The o t h e r  r e a s o n ,  and perhaps th e

1  4  •> „  4  m  4 . U m 4 .  4-V * m  m  m  _  4 -
uivxc wuc j  -L o  wuau r i  c u u  a j l q s j  Mien nuaw viie ewtHmauuuicutt

a c t u a l l y  means i n  Jew ish  t e a c h i n g s .  The commentary o f  

Nahmanides* n o te s  th e  d a t i v e  c a s e  used  i n  t h i s  v e r s e  and, 

t h e r e f o r e ,  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  l o v e  i t s e l f  i s  n o t commanded, but

*Rabbi Moses ( th e  son o f )  Nahman, T a lm u d ist  and B i b l i c a l  
comm entator. Born in  Gerona, S p a in ,  1195; d ie d  i n  A cre ,  
P a l e s t i n e  about 1270 .
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o n ly  a c t i o n s  c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  l o v e .  A good modern, y e t  

t r a d i t i o n a l  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  I s  found In  Buber (1957 )*  "I 

must a c t  l o v i n g l y  to w a r d . . .m y  companion ( u s u a l l y  t r a n s l a t e d  

a s  'n e ig h b o r ' ) . . . I  must t r e a t  him w ith  lo v e  a s  one who i s  

• l i k e  unto m e.'  T h is  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  th e  commandment would  

run, 'Thou s h a l t  a c t  l o v i n g l y  toward your  n e ig h b o r  who i s  

l i k e  y o u r s e l f  (p .  5 7 ) ."

Freud e i t h e r  knew t h a t  t h i s  i s  th e  meaning o f  th e  

commandment a s  handed down i n  J ew ish  t e a c h in g s  o r  he may 

have grasp ed  th e  meaning i n t u i t i v e l y .  He s a y s  (F reud , 1961)  

" I f  I  lo v e  someone, he must d e se r v e  i t  i n  some w a y . . .H e  

d e s e r v e s  i t  i f  he i s  so  l i k e  me i n  im p ortan t ways t h a t  I

can l o v e  m y s e l f  in  him (V o l .  XXI, p . 1 0 9 ) ."  Freud i s

s a y in g  e x a c t l y  what th e  p r e s e n t  v a lu e  o r i e n t a t i o n  toward

>̂4 Art Uofl f  a o)%Anf 4* a 1 aw

The v a lu e - p a t h  i s  r e c o g n iz in g  th a t  you r  n e ig h b o r  o r  your

companion i s  v e r y  much l i k e  y ou , w ith  good q u a l i t i e s  and w ith  

f a u l t s .  He sh o u ld ,  t h e r e f o r e  be t r e a t e d  i n  a l o v in g  way 

which would make f o r  a r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The v a lu e - p a t h  i s  toward  

a r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  b r in g s  u s  to  th e  v a lu e  which  

i s  l i f e  a s  h as  been  p o in t e d  out so  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h i s  e s s a y .



www.manaraa.com

150

The next law  t o  be examined I s  t h i s  e s s a y  I s  In  r e a l i t y  

an e n t i r e  group o f  law s which are  known a s  th e  d i e t a r y  la w s .  

These la w s were ch o sen  t o  s e r v e  aB an example o f  th e  v a lu e  

o r i e n t a t i o n  In  th e  p s y c h o lo g y  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  a l s o  b eca u se  

th e y  a r e  f a m i l i a r .  Almost everybod y  knows t h a t  Jews are  

not supposed to  e a t  p ork . But th e y  were a l s o  ch osen  b eca u se  

th e y  are  d i f f i c u l t .  They are  d i f f i c u l t  n o t  o n ly  to  u n derstand  

r a t i o n a l l y ,  bu t th e y  p r e s e n t  some d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  t h e i r  

a p p l i c a b i l i t y  to  o u r  m odel.

In  th e  Old T esta m en t, th e r e  e x i s t s  a l i s t  o f  l i v i n g  

t h in g s  which may o r  may n o t  be e a te n .  The l i s t  t a k e s  th e  

e n t i r e  e l e v e n t h  c h a p te r  o f  L e v i t i c u s .  The c h a p te r  b e g i n s ,

"And th e  Lord spoke un to  Moses and t o  Aaron, s a y in g  unto  

them, 'Speak t o  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l  s a y in g ,  t h e s e  are  

th e  l i v i n g  t h i n g s  which you may s a t  among th e  b e a s t s  on th e  

e a r t h .  W hatever has a p a r te d  h o o f  and i s  w h o lly  c lo v e n  

f o o t e d ,  and chews th e  cu d , among th e  b e a s t s  t h a t  you may 

e a t  ( L e v i t i c u s  X I : l - 3 ) . ' "  There f o l l o w s  an e n t i r e  l i s t  

o f  c l e a n  and u n c le a n  a n im a ls ,  o r  p e r m it te d  and fo r b id d e n  

an im a ls  f o r  fo o d .  Among th e  fo r b id d e n  a n im a ls  are  th e  cam el,  

th e  r o c k -b a d g e r ,  th e  hare  and th e  sw in e . Among th e  u n c le a n
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w a te r  an im a ls  a r e  any t h a t  do n ot have b o th  s c a l e s  and f i n s .  

T h is  in c lu d e s  a l l  o f  th e  s o - c a l l e d  se a  fo o d ,  which i s  m ain ly  

s h e l l  f i s h .  Among th e  fo r b id d e n  f o w ls  are  th e  g r e a t  v u l t u r e ,  

th e  bearded v u l t u r e ,  th e  k i t e ,  th e  f a l c o n ,  th e  o s t r i c h ,  th e  

o w l,  th e  p e l i c a n ,  th e  s t o r k ,  and th e  b a t .  Winged i n s e c t s  

are  fo r b id d e n ,  but g r a s sh o p p e r s ,  l o c u s t s  and c r i c k e t s  are  

p e r m is s a b le  f o o d s .  The l i s t  g o e s  on , but i t  i s  not im portant  

t o  b e la b o r  th e  p o in t  h e r e .

The problem  th a t  e x i s t s  f o r  us i s  why a re  some t h in g s  

p e r m it t e d  f o r  fo o d  w h i le  o t h e r s  are  n o t .  The most commonly 

heard  answ er t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n  i s  th a t  th e  Old T estam ent had 

fo r b id d e n  a n im a ls  which were known t o  be d i s e a s e  c a r r i e r s .

The most common example o f  t h i s  i s  th e  sw ine o r  th e  p ig  

b eca u se  i t  i s  a c a r r i e r  o f  t r i c h i n o s i s .  Perhaps h e a l t h  

r e a so n s  were a f a c t o r ,  but i t  d oes  not seem t o  be th e  com p lete  

s t o r y .  I  cannot th in k  o f  a f i l t h i e r  anim al th an  th e  c h ic k e n ,  

which i s  p e r m it t e d ,  and I  do n o t  know i f  th e r e  i s  any sea  

c r e a tu r e  t h a t  b e a r s  more p a r a s i t e s  than th e  carp  which i s  

a l s o  p e r m it te d .  As f a r  a s  g r a ssh o p p e r s  and c r i c k e t s  g o ,  I  

have no in f o r m a t io n ,  but I  a l s o  have no u n c r o t r o l i a b l e  u rg es  

t o  sample them.
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I  am o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  th e  tr u e  h i n t  t o  th e  meaning  

o f  t h e s e  v e r y  c o n f u s in g  law s I s  In  th e  l a s t  t h r e e  v e r s e s  o f  

t h i s  c h a p te r  which w i l l  be q u oted  i n  f u l l .

"For I  am th e  Lord Who brough t you up o u t  o f  th e  la n d  

o f  Egypt t o  be y ou r  God; you s h a l l  t h e r e f o r e  be h o ly  

f o r  I  am h o ly .  T h is  I s  th e  law  o f  th e  b e a s t  and o f  

th e  fo w l  and o f  e v e r y  l i v i n g  c r e a tu r e  th a t  moves in  

th e  w a te r s  and e v e r y  l i v i n g  c r e a tu r e  t h a t  swarms on 

th e  e a r t h ,  t o  make a d i f f e r e n c e  betw een  th e  u n c le a n  

and th e  c l e a n ,  and th e  l i v i n g  t h in g  t h a t  may be  

e a te n  and th e  l i v i n g  t h in g  t h a t  may not be e a te n  

( L e v i t i c u s  X I :4 5 - 4 7 ) . ”

The h in t  h ere  i s  th e  p h ra se  th a t  "you s h a l l  t h e r e f o r e  be 

h o l y . " E a r l i e r ,  th e  f o r c e  o f  th e  Hebrew term  "holy" was 

e x p la in e d  a s  "som eth ing  a p a r t ,  th a t  which e x i s t s  i n  th e  

mundane but g i v e s  th e  mundane i t s  l i n k  w ith  God, who I s  th e  

embodiment o f  h o l i n e s s . " I t  was a l s o  e x p la in e d  t h a t  one o f  

th e  b a s ic  f u n c t i o n s  o f  Judaism  was t o  remind man t h a t  even  

h i s  most p h y s i c a l  a c t s  c o u ld  be e l e v a t e d  to  th e  h o ly .  We 

know t o o ,  th a t  a c c o r d in g  to  ou r  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  Old T estam ent  

M ythology, man had a p r o j e c t  to  become God by means o f  Immor

t a l i t y ,  which Bonner (19&5) c la im s  h e lp s  man toward a f u t u r e
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o r i e n t a t i o n ,  which h e ,  a s  F ran k l (1 9 6 6 )  s e e s  a s  v e r y  d e s i r a b l e .  

I t  i s  not d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  t h a t  im m o r ta l i ty  i s  l i f e ,  and a s  

God i s  d i f f e r e n t  from man i n  th a t  He i s  im m orta l, and ou r  

p r o j e c t  i s  to  become God, th e n  we t o o ,  have t o  become Mh oly"  

a s  God i s  " h o ly ."  The v a lu e  th en  I s  l i f e ,  and i n  t h e s e  la w s ,  

th e  v a lu e - p a t h  would be i n  th e  foodB th a t  we e a t  which b r in g  

u s c l o s e r  t o  He Who I s  E t e r n a l .

A n other  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  seems s e n s i b l e  i s  t h a t  i f  

in d ee d  th e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  ways o f  d e f i n i n g  o u r s e l v e s  o r  

a f f i r m in g  o u r s e l v e s ,  which i s  tantam ount to  p r o c la im in g  

o u r s e l v e s  a l i v e ,  and one o f  t h o s e  w ays , and th e  most p o s i t i v e  

way i s  a f f i r m a t io n  by d i f f e r e n c e  (L 1A b a te ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  th en  by 

a d o p t in g  d i f f e r e n t  e a t i n g  h a b i t s  from su rro u n d in g  p e o p l e s ,  

would be one way o f  a f f i r m in g  t h a t  we a r e  a l i v e .  A ga in , i f  

a s  some s a y ,  th e  d i e t a r y  la w s  s e r v e  th e  purpose  o f  i d e n t i f i 

c a t i o n  (H e r tz ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  th e n  i t  i s  apparent t h a t  th e  v a lu e  

in h e r e n t  i n  t h e s e  la w s  i s  th e  v a lu e  o f  l i f e .  The v a lu e - p a th  

i s  b e in g  d i f f e r e n t  o f  s e l f - d e f i n i t i o n  by d i f f e r e n c e  and th e  

s u b - v a lu e - p a t h  i s  th e  e a t i n g  h a b i t s  o f  th e  p e o p le .

One f u r t h e r  i n t r o j e c t i o n  a t  t h i s  p o in t  i s  t h a t  i t  may 

have b een  n o t i c e d  ( a s  i t  was by me) t h a t  t h i s  c h a p te r  o f
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L e v i t i c u s  b e g in s  w ith  th e  w ords, "And th e  Lord spoke t o  

Moses and to  A a r o n ." I f  we would r e c a l l  th e  p r o p h e t -  

p r i e s t  d ichotom y e la b o r a te d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  e s s a y ,  t h e s e  

words may ta k e  on added meaning f o r  u s .  T h is  c h a p te r  I s  

sp ea k in g  o f  a group o f  la w s  and r i t u a l s ,  th e  Job th a t  was 

a l l o c a t e d  to  th e  p r i e s t .  The v i s i o n  i s  o n ly  a l lu d e d  to  a t  

th e  end. I t  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  Aaron ( t h e  f i r s t  High P r i e s t  

o f  I s r a e l )  i s  in c lu d e d  i n  th e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  Moses i s  

c o n s id e r e d  th e  g r e a t e s t  p rop h et  o f  I s r a e l  and u s u a l l y  God 

spoke to  Moses a lo n e  i n  th e  Old T estam en t. An i n t e r e s t i n g  

s tu d y  c o u ld  be made a s  to  how o f t e n  God spoke t o  both  p rop h et  

and p r i e s t  in  th e  Old Testam ent and i n  what c o n t e x t .  I t  i s

c o n c e iv a b le  t h a t  such a s tu d y  may le n d  su pp ort t o  th e  p rop h et

v e r s u s  p r i e s t  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  i s  b e in g  p rop o sed .

The l a s t  one o f  th e  la w s  o f  th e  Old T estam ent to  be

c o n s id e r e d  a t  t h i s  t im e  i s  ch o sen  f o r  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  r e a so n s  

from th e  o t h e r s .  T h is  law , which i s  i n  r e a l i t y  two la w s ,  

but w i l l  be c o u p led  to g e th e r ,  i s  u n f a m il ia r  t o  most p e o p le ,  

to d a y . I t  i s  a l s o  s tr a n g e  and makes no apparent s e n s e .  How

e v e r ,  i f  th e  m odel o f  s tu d y in g  th e  p s y c h o lo g y  o f  r e l i g i o n  

t h a t  i s  b e in g  p rop o sed  h e r e  i s  t o  have any u s e f u l n e s s ,  we 

sh o u ld  be a b le  t o  s e e  some meaning t o  the  la w , o u td a te d ,
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c o n f u s in g ,  and c u l t u r e  bound a s  I t  may b e . The law  I s  found  

In  Deuteronomy, Chapter XXII:9 and 1 1 . "You s h a l l  not sow 

y o u r  v in e y a r d  w ith  d i v e r s e  ty p e s  o f  s e e d ,  l e s t  th e  p l e n t y  

o f  th e  se ed  which you have sown be s a n c t i f i e d  t o g e t h e r  w ith  

th e  in c r e a s e  o f  th e  v i n e y a r d ." "You s h a l l  not wear mixed  

t h i n g s ,  l i n e n  and wool t o g e t h e r . " I t  must be remembered 

h e r e  t h a t  we a re  d e a l in g  w ith  la w s  t h a t  were g iv e n  t o  an 

a n c ie n t  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y .  In  o r d e r  to  un derstand  

them f u l l y ,  I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  become a n t h r o p o lo g ic a l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  (van  Kaam, 1969)* In t h a t  way, I t  i s  r e l a 

t i v e l y  e a s y  t o  e x p l a in  th e  secon d  o f  th e  law s r e g a r d in g  

m ix in g  wool and l i n e n .  I t  i s  w e l l  known th a t  through out  

th e  a g e s  th e r e  h a s  been  enm ity  betw een  farm ers and c a t t l e 

men o r  sh ep h erd s . They have fo u g h t  o v e r  r i g h t s  to  la n d  

and o v e r  th e  c a t t l e  and sheep  g r a z in g  and d e s t r o y in g  th e  

fa r m e r s '  c r o p s .  Prom th a t  p o in t  o f  v ie w , i t  can be s a id  

t h a t  t h i s  law  r e f l e c t e d  th e  en m ity  betw een  th e  members o f  

t h e  two o c c u p a t io n a l  g r o u p s . But i n  e x p l a in i n g  th e  law  in  

t h a t  way, we are  not o n ly  e x p l a in i n g  i t  away, we a r e  a l s o  

n e g l e c t i n g  a d i f f i c u l t y  In th e  f i r s t  law  q u oted  which b e a r s  

a d e f i n i t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  th e  secon d  (H e r tz ,  1 9 6 2 ) .  The
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u s u a l  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  th e  f i r s t  law  I s  th a t  I n s t e a d  o f  th e  

word " s a n c t i f i e d "  w hich I  u s e d ,  th e  word " f o r f e i t e d "  i s  

u t i l i z e d .  However, I  u sed  th e  word " s a n c t i f i e d "  b eca u se  

th e  meaning o f  th e  Hebrew word i n  th a t  p a s sa g e  i s  " s h a l l  

be made h o l y . "

H ertz ( 1 9 6 2 ) ,  i n  h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  f o l l o w i n g  th e  i n 

t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  R a s h i ,  who sa y s  t h a t  th e  word h a s  th e  f o r c e  

o f  meaning "to be l o s t . "  By ta k in g  t h e s e  two la w s  t o g e t h e r ,  

th e  c o n c lu s io n  would be reached  t h a t  by m ix in g  d i v e r s e  t h in g s  

such a s  s e e d s  o r  l i n e n  w ith  w o o l ,  t h e y  w i l l  be l o s t ,  o r  th e  

e f f o r t  w i l l  f a i l ,  w hich i s  i n  some way c o n n e c te d  t o  th e  id e a  

o f  h o l i n e s s .

E a r l i e r ,  I  n o te d  t h a t  th e  f o r c e  o f  th e  word "holy" in  

Judaism  i s  r a i s i n g  th e  mundane to  a c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  

th e  so u rc e  o f  h o l i n e s s ,  w hich i s  God. H ertz  g i v e s  a n o th er  

c lu e  to  th e  meaning o f  t h e s e  v e r s e s  when he a s s e r t s  t h a t  

t h e r e  are  d i s t i n c t i o n s  made i n  th e  n a tu r a l  w orld  which man 

sh o u ld  not t r y  t o  o b l i t e r a t e  by p r o c e s s e s  o f  in t e r m ix in g .

I  th in k  t h a t  H ertz  i s  p a r t l y  c o r r e c t  i n  h i s  a s s e r t i o n ,  th a t  

t h e r e  a r e  t h i n g s  t h a t  cannot be mixed o r  th e y  become h o ly ,  

t h a t  i s ,  th e y  b e g in  t o  e x i s t  o n ly  on a "peak e x p e r ie n c e "  ty p e
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o f  l e v e l .  B oth  f e e t  are  i n  heaven  and th e y  a r e  no lo n g e r  

a p a r t  o f  th e  e a r t h .  I  would r e i n t e r p r e t  th e  v e r s e s  t o  mean 

t h a t  you cannot make a r o s e  o u t  o f  a l i l y ,  and n o t  ta k e  them  

l i t e r a l l y  a t  a l l .  A nother way o f  s a y in g  t h i s  i s  th a t  we 

sh o u ld  n o t  t r y  t o  make o f  som eth ing  what i t  i s  n o t ,  and th e  

warning i s  n o t  th a t  we may make i t  i n t o  som eth in g  bad , but  

t h a t  we may make i t  i n t o  som eth ing  to o  good , so  t h a t  i t  

becomes h o ly  ( u n i f i e d  w ith  God), and we l o s e  i t  c o m p le t e ly  

o u r s e l v e s .

The law  a l s o  can have t o  do w ith  o u r s e l v e s ,  i n  t r y i n g  

to  make o f  o u r s e l v e s  th a t  which we a r e  n o t ,  and in  so  d o in g ,  

l o s e  o u r B e lv e s .  T h is  a g a in ,  i s  Maslow’ s  warning c o n c e r n in g  

becoming to o  d e s i r o u s  o f  "peak e x p e r ie n c e s"  t h a t  we l o s e  i n 

t e r e s t  i n  a l l  th e  o t h e r  f a c e t s  o f  l i f e .  The v a lu e  u n d e r ly in g  

th e  law i s  l i f e  and l i v i n g .  The v a lu e - p a t h  t h a t  th e  law  

p r e s c r i b e s  i s  t o  l i v e  by not t r y i n g  t o  make t h i n g s  p e r f e c t ,  

b eca u se  th e y  may p o s s e s s  a ty p e  o f  p e r f e c t i o n  in  t h e i r  own 

r i g h t ,  and i t  would be b e t t e r  f o r  u s  to  exam ine th e  t h i n g ,  

i t s e l f ,  and f i n d  and a p p r e c ia t e  th e  p e r f e c t i o n  t h a t  i s  a lr e a d y  

t h e r e ,  th an  t o  t r y  t o  change i t ,  and by c h a n g in g , l o s e  i t .

I f  th e  p r e s e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  l a s t  two la w s  i s
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a good one; in  f a c t ,  i f  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  p r e s e n te d  con

c e r n in g  a l l  o f  t h e s e  la w s  i s  good , th en  we have a c h o ic e  

to  make. We can e i t h e r  a c c e p t  th e  v a lu e -p a th  o r  r e j e c t  

i t  a s  not b e in g  a p p l i c a b l e  o r  m ean in g fu l tod ay . But the  

p o in t  o f  t h i s  e s s a y  i s  not t o  t r y  t o  i n f lu e n c e  p e o p le  to  

a c c e p t  Old Testam ent v a l u e - p a t h s ,  but t o  f i n d  a way o f  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  t h e i r  own r e l i g i o u s  t e a c h in g s  and then  make 

th e  d e c i s i o n  a s  t o  th e  a c c e p ta n c e  o r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  

v a lu e - p a t h s .  Most im p o r ta n t ,  i t  i s  t o  become more aware th a t  

th e r e  are  v a lu e - p a t h s  t h a t  may speak to  us to d a y .

The t h i r d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  c a t e g o r i e s  i n  th e  Old 

Testam ent i s  t h a t  which I  have c o n s id e r e d  to  be R i t u a l .

In  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  Old T estam en t, I  s e e  th e  c l e a r e s t  

way o f  d i v i d i n g  i t s  components a s  i n t o  th e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  

myth, law, and r i t u a l .  R i tu a l  i s  th e  most d i f f i c u l t  o f  th e  

th r e e  which which to  d e a l  b eca u se  i t  i s  v e ry  o f t e n  a m ix tu re  

o f  many f a c t o r s .  For in s t a n c e ,  th e r e  i s  a myth about th e  

c ir c u m c is io n  o f  M oses' son  in  th e  B i b l e .  Y e t ,  c ir c u m c is io n  

in  Judaism  i s  a l s o  a law and a r i t u a l .  In d eed , i f  a man i s  

to  be c o n v e r ted  t o  Judaism , ev en  i f  he were a lr e a d y  c ir c u m c iz e d ,  

he must go through a r i t u a l  c ir c u m c is io n  i n  conform ance w ith
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J ew ish  law . D e s p i t e  th e  f a c t  th a t  r i t u a l  I s  o f t e n  a combina

t i o n  o f  myth and la w , I f e e l  i t  must be c o n s id e r e d  a s  h av in g  

a l i f e  o f  I t s  own and be a n a ly z e d  on I t s  own f o r  I t  I s  r i t u a l  

which o f t e n  g i v e s  l i f e  t o  th e  la w , and I t  i s  from th e  r i t u a l  

t h a t  th e  myth o f t e n  grow s.

An example o f  a r i t u a l  la d e n  p o r t io n  o f  th e  Old Testam ent  

I s  t h a t  which I s  concerned  w ith  th e  F e s t i v a l  o f  P a s so v e r .  

S e v e r a l  v e r s e s  from th e  t w e l f t h  c h a p te r  o f  Exodus a r e  quoted  

In t h e i r  e n t i r e t y .  The r ea d er  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  n o t i c e  the  

m ixture  o f  la w , myth, and r i t u a l  In  th e  B i b l i c a l  r e n d i t io n .  

"And t h i s  day s h a l l  be a memorial t o  y o u , and you  

s h a l l  c e l e b r a t e  i t  a s  a f e a s t  un to  th e  Lord throughout  

yo u r  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  a s  an e t e r n a l  o rd in a n ce  s h a l l  you  

c e l e b r a t e  I t .  Seven days you w i l l  e a t  u n leaven ed  b rea d ,  

c e r t a i n l y  th e  f i r s t  day you s h a l l  nut away l e a v e n  from  

you r  h o u se s  and anyone who e a t s  le a v e n e d  b rea d , th a t  

s o u l  s h a l l  be c u t  o f f  from I s r a e l  from the  f i r s t  day 

to  th e  se v e n th  day. On th e  f i r s t  day t h e r e  s h a l l  be 

a h o ly  c o n v o c a t io n  and on th e  se v e n th  day t h e r e  s h a l l  

be a h o ly  c o n v o c a t io n  f o r  y ou , a l l  manner o f  work you  

s h a l l  n o t do on th o s e  days e x c e p t  th a t  which I s  n e c e s s a r y
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so  th a t  e v e r y  man may e a t .  That may be done by you.

And you s h a l l  o b ser v e  t h i s  day throughout your  g e n e r a 

t i o n s  a s  an e t e r n a l  r u l e .  (Exodus X I I : 1 4 - 1 7 ) ."

S e v e r a l  v e r s e s  e a r l i e r ,  th e  r i t u a l  o f  th e  s la u g h t e r in g  

o f  th e  p a s c h a l  lamb was e x p la in e d ,  but f o r  the p r e s e n t ,  th e  

r i t u a l  o f  th e  u n leaven ed  bread w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d .  I t  i s  

s t a t e d  l a t e r  In  t h i s  c h a p te r  o f  Exodus (v e r s e  3 9 ) ,  th a t  when 

th e  Hebrews l e f t  E gyp t, th e y  were t h r u s t  ou t and baked un

le a v e n e d  bread  b eca u se  th e y  had no t im e to  do o t h e r w is e .  T h is  

i s  the  r ea so n  g iv e n  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  f o r  th e  e a t i n g  o f  u n lea v en ed  

bread on P a sso v e r ;  th a t  th e  Hebrews had to  e a t  i t  th e n  b e 

cau se  i n  t h e i r  h a s t e  to  l e a v e  E gypt, t h a t  was a l l  th e y  c o u ld  

p repare  and were not a b le  t o  e n jo y  th e  f i n e r  ty p e  o f  bread .  

However, th e  command to  e a t  o n ly  u n lea v en ed  bread d u r in g  th o s e  

seven  days  i s  g iv e n  b e f o r e  th e  exodus  toolr p l a c e .  No wonder  

th e  r a b b is  o f  th e  Talmud d e c la r e d  t h a t  th e r e  i s  no ch ro n o lo g y  

in  th e  B i b l e .  Prom th e  p o in t  o f  v iew  o f  th e  t h e o l o g ia n  o r  

th e  B i b l i c a l  s c h o l a r ,  t h i s  would be a most Im portant p o in t  

and much c o n cern  would be g iv e n  t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  r i t u a l  

was e s t a b l i s h e d  b e fo r e  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t  th a t  gave r i s e  to  

i t .  S ch a u ss  (1 9 6 4 )  makes q u ick  work o f  t h i s  problem  by e x p la in in g
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t h a t  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t i e s ,  r i t u a l s  e x i s t e d  b e f o r e  myths and 

th e  myth was th e n  c r e a te d  to  e x p l a in  th e  r i t u a l .  That may 

v e r y  w e l l  be th e  c a s e  i n  th e  r i t u a l  o f  t h e  u n lea v en ed  b read ,  

but from th e  p o in t  o f  v iew  o f  t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n  to  th e  p s y 

ch o lo g y  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  i t  i s  im p ortan t to  d i s c o v e r  i f  e a t i n g  

u n lea v en ed  bread f o r  se v en  days in d ee d  h a s  a l i f e - m a i n t a i n i n g  

o r  l i f e  en h an cin g  v a lu e .

I  th in k  th e  c lu e  t o  th e  answer t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n  l i e s  

i n  th e  s ta te m e n t  which i s  found so  f r e q u e n t l y  accom panying  

r i t u a lB  in  th e  Old T esta m en t, "you s h a l l  c e l e b r a t e  i t  a s  

a f e a s t  unto th e  Lord through out y o u r  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  a s  an 

e t e r n a l  o rd in a n ce  s h a l l  you c e l e b r a t e  i t . "  A v e r y  modern 

a t t i t u d e  ta k en  toward r i t u a l  i s  e x p r e s s e d  by a s tu d e n t  whom 

I  s h a l l  t r y  t o  q u o te  a s  w e l l  and a s  c o m p le te ly  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

"What a n erv e  th e  o ld  p r i e s t s  and m i n i s t e r s  had in  o r d a in in g  

c e r t a i n  ways I'm  supposed  to  a c t  and t h i n g s  th a t  I'm supposed  

t o  do. I  have my own mind and what I f e e l  l i k e  d o in g  r ig h t  

now i s  e x a c t l y  what I ' l l  do ."  I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  th a t  p a r t i c u l a r  

s t u d e n t ' s  d e c i s i o n s  upon h i s  p r e s e n t  a c t i o n s  w i l l  l i v e  f o r  many 

g e n e r a t io n s .  There i s  som eth ing  m is s in g  t h a t  I  th in k  Bonner

( 1 9 6 5 ) e x p r e s s e s  v e ry  w e l l .  "The p r e s e n t  o r ie n t e d  p erson
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i s  In  th e  p a r a d o x ic a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  t r y i n g  t o  a c h ie v e  'h a p p in e s s '  

o r  'a d ju s tm e n t '  i n  a moment th a t  d o es  not i n  f a c t  e x i s t  (p .  1 2 1 ) ."  

A gain he s a y s ,  "The human t r a i t s  o f  freedom , r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and 

com m itm ent.. . a l l  im ply  a tomorrow (p .  1 1 6 ) ."

The human hope i s  f o r  a tomorrow. Tomorrow i s  a prom ise  

o f  l i f e  and i t  i s  l i f e  which i s  th e  b a s ic  human v a lu e .  The 

r i t u a l  o f  th e  u n leaven ed  bread i s  t o  endure f o r  a l l  tom orrows.

I  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  th a t  which was a b le  t o  ca p tu re  th e  human s p i r i t .  

The v a lu e  o f  th e  r i t u a l ,  which i s  in d eed  s t i l l  o b serv ed  to  

t h i s  day , i s  th e  v a lu e  o f  l i f e .  The v a lu e - p a t h  ch o sen  In  

t h i s  in s t a n c e  i s  th e  e a t i n g  o f  u n lea v en ed  b read . Another  

v a lu e - p a t h  i m p l i c i t  in  t h i s  r i t u a l  i s  th e  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  

freedom . The a n c ie n t  Hebrews a c h ie v e d  t h e i r  freedom  from  

s l a v e r y  i n  Egypt upon th a t  day, a c c o r d in g  to  th e  myth. E a t

in g  th e  u n lea v en ed  bread i s  a symbol o f  t h a t  freedom  and a c c o r d 

in g  t o  May ( 1 9 6 2 ) ,  "Freedom i s  e x i s t e n c e ,  and i n  i t  e x i s t e n c e  

p r e c e d e s  e s s e n c e  (pp . 5 and 6 ) ."  In  o th e r  w ords, May i s  s a y in g  

t h a t  freedom  i s  l i f e ,  and in  th e  r i t u a l ,  th e  u n lea v en ed  bread  

s y m b o liz e s  freedom .

The n ex t  r i t u a l  t h a t  w i l l  be examined i s  one which i s  

n ot f a m i l i a r  t o  most p e o p le ,  and i n  f a c t ,  may appear t o  be
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q u i t e  u n n e c e s s a r y .  I  am r e f e r r i n g  to  th e  r i t u a l  o f  b u rn ing  

in c e n s e  to  th e  Lord which i s  found i n  Chapter XXX o f  th e  book  

o f  Exodus. T h is  r i t u a l  i s  no lo n g e r  p r a c t i c e d  i n  Judaism  

(a l th o u g h  i t  seems t o  be g a in in g  i n  p o p u la r i t y  among the  

youn ger  g e n e r a t io n  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ) ,  but w i l l  be examined  

i n  o r d e r  to  t r y  to  d eterm in e  what s i g n i f i c a n c e  i t  had i n  th e  

p a s t  and perhaps d i s c o v e r  why I t  has been  d is c a r d e d .  The Lord 

t e l l s  Moses to  ta k e  c e r t a i n  i n g r e d i e n t s  i n c lu d in g  s t a c t s ,  

which i s  a f r a g r a n t  o i l  o r  r e s i n ,  onycha ( o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  

b e c a u se  i t  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  b e in g  o b ta in e d  from c e r t a i n  3 h e l l  

f i s h  found In th e  Red S e a . ) The i n t e r e s t i n g  p o in t  h ere  i s  

t h a t  a lth o u g h  th e  s h e l l  f i s h  may not be e a t e n ,  an in g r e d ie n t  

o f  i t  may be used  f o r  th e  making o f  in c e n s e  which becomes 

h o ly .  A nother in g r e d ie n t  i s  galbanium  which i s  th e  gum o f  a 

shrub grow ing i n  A s ia  Minor and i n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough , does  

not have a p l e a s a n t  aroma. These sh o u ld  a l l  be mixed w ith  

s a l t  i n  c e r t a i n  p r o p o r t io n s  f o r  th e  in c e n s e  t o  be made by 

p e o p le  s k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  s o r t  o f  work.

T h is  compound sh ou ld  th en  be put i n  th e  t e n t  o f  m ee t in g ,  

" . . . i t  s h a l l  be unto  you most h o ly .  And th e  in c e n s e  which  

you s h a l l  make a c c o r d in g  t o  t h a t  c o m p o s i t io n ,  you s h a l l  not
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make f o r  y o u r s e lv e s ;  I t  s h a l l  be u n to  you h o ly  f o r  th e  Lord. 

Whoever s h a l l  make som eth ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  t o  s m e l l  i t  h i m s e l f ,  

s h a l l  be c u t  o f f  from h i s  p e o p le  (Exodus XXX: 37# 3 8 ) ."

There must have been  some s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  th e  b u rn ing  o f  

in c e n s e  and a meaning t o  each i n g r e d i e n t .  In  Psalm s C X II:2 ,  

p r a y e r  i s  compared t o  In c e n se  and In th e  Talmud i t  I s  s a id  

t h a t  th e  fo u r  Hebrew l e t t e r s  t h a t  make up th e  word "Incense"  

s to o d  f o r  " h o l i n e s s ,  p u r i t y ,  m ercy, and h op e ,"  a l l  o f  which  

would be v a lu e - p a t h s  in  th e  l i v e s  o f  men. H ertz (1 9 6 2 )  

c la im s  t h a t  in c e n s e  p o s s e s s e s  a n t i s e p t i c  p r o p e r t i e s  and th a t  

i t  h as  a marked e f f e c t  both  on th e  w o r sh ip p e r s '  nervous  

sys tem s and upon t h e i r  e m o t io n s .  In  g e n e r a l ,  i t  sounds l i k e  

f a i r l y  p o t e n t  " s t u f f ."

My own c o n j e c t u r e  a t  t h i s  p o in t  i s  tak en  from two h i n t s  

about th e  i n g r e d ie n t s  o f  th e  I n c e n s e .  The f i r s t  co n c er n s  

th e  onycha d e r iv e d  from a r i t u a l l y  u n c lea n  se a  anim al and the  

secon d  i s  th e  m alodorous ga lban ium . Yet p u t t in g  t h e s e  two 

d i s a g r e e a b le  i n g r e d i e n t s  t o g e t h e r  i n  th e  r ig h t  co m b in a tion  

e l e v a t e d  them from th e  p r o h i b i t e d ,  on th e  one hand, and th e  

d i s t a s t e f u l  on th e  o t h e r ,  t o  a l e v e l  c l o s e  to  t h a t  o f  h o l i n e s s ,  

which has th e  f o r c e  o f  u n i v e r s a l  a t - o n e - n e s s .  So a g a in ,  t h i s
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r i t u a l  may have had th e  v a lu e  o f  g i v i n g  th e  w orsh ip p er  a 

g l im p se  o f  l i f e  i n  th e  m y s t i c a l  s e n s e  o f  th e  u n i t y  o f  l i f e ,  

and th e  v a lu e -p a th  was through th e  r i t u a l .  But a g a in ,  th e  

w o rsh ip p er  i s  warned not t o  a ttem p t t o  t r i f l e  w ith  t h i s  

su b s ta n c e  on h i s  own. He i s  i n  need o f  g u id an ce  when d e a l 

in g  w ith  such p o te n t  m a t e r ia l .

The f a c t  t h a t  th e  r i t u a l  rem ains a s  p a r t  o f  the  Old 

T esta m en t, but i s  no lo n g e r  u s e d ,  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  th a t  th e  

v a lu e  u n d erp in n in g s  to  i t  have been l o s t  t o  a n t i q u i t y .  Not 

even  th e  myth o f  th e  meaning o f  th e  word found i n  th e  Talmud 

c o u ld  r e v iv e  th e  r i t u a l .  Even H e r t z ' s  c la im  f o r  th e  w on derfu l  

p h y s i o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  in c e n s e  c o u ld  not r e v iv e  th e  use o f  

t h i s  r i t u a l .  T h is  would be one example o f  a v a lu e -p a th  in  

th e  Old T estam ent t h a t  i s  n o t  t e n a b le  f o r  th e  w o r ld , to d a y ,  

and c o u ld  n o t ,  and p rob ab ly  sh o u ld  not be r e v iv e d  any more 

than  th e  r i t u a l  o f  anim al s a c r i f i c e  sh o u ld  b e . The im portant  

c o n c ep t  to  be u n d erstood  i s  not th a t  e v e r y  v a lu e -p a t h  i n  th e  

Old Testam ent sh ou ld  be r e i n s t a t e d ,  but th e y  sh o u ld  be com

prehended . I f  we a re  to  r e j e c t  so m eth in g , i t  i s  im portant  

t h a t  we u n d erstan d  what i t  i s  t h a t  we are  d i s c a r d in g .  As 

May ( 1 9 6 2 ) remarks w ith  g r e a t  c o g e n c y , "You cannot have freedom
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o r  a f r e e  i n d iv i d u a l  w ith o u t  some s t r u c t u r e  in  which (o r  

i n  th e  c a se  o f  d e f i a n c e ,  a g a i n s t  w hich) th e  i n d iv i d u a l  a c t s  

(p. 7)."

N e v e r t h e le s s ,  t h e r e  i s  a m essage o f  i n c a l c u l a b l e  v a lu e  

i n  th e  r i t u a l  o f  th e  in c e n s e .  A gain , I  w i l l  r e i t e r a t e  th a t  

I  am not p r o p o s in g  th a t  we r e in c o r p o r a te  th e  bu rn ing  o f  

IncenBe i n t o  our d a i l y  l i v e s ,  a lth o u g h  some are  d o in g  so  

(perh aps b eca u se  th e y  u n d erstan d  th e  meaning o f  i t  i n t u i t i v e l y ,  

o r  perhaps b eca u se  i t  i s  j u s t  th e  " in  th in g "  t o  do i n  t h e i r  

own s o c i a l  s t r a t a ) .  The m essage t h a t  I  f e e l  i s  so Im portant  

i s  i n  th e  apparent c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  th e  Old T estam en t. In  

one p la c e  i t  g i v e s  th e  m essage t h a t  th e  s h e l l  f i s h  i s  a d e

t e s t a b l e  c r e a tu r e  which sh o u ld  be a v o id ed  i f  we a re  t o  approach  

th e  h o l i n e s s  o f  God, th en  i t  t e l l s  us t h a t  onycha, which d e r iv e s  

from s h e l l f i s h ,  i s  an e s s e n t i a l  in g r e d ie n t  in  th e  in c e n s e  which 

i s  " h o ly ."  P l a i n l y  and s im p ly  p u t ,  t h i s  i s  a l l  c o n t r a d ic t o r y  

and I l l o g i c a l ,  and i n  t h a t  way i t  r e se m b le s  th e  human b e in g  

v e r y  g r e a t l y .  Perhaps t h a t  i s  th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  B i b l e .  P er

haps th e  m essage i s  t h a t  J u s t  b e c a u se  som eth ing  i s  not good  

f o r  one p u r p o se ,  i t  d o e s  not mean t h a t  I t  i s  not good f o r  o t h e r s .  

The m essage may w e l l  be t h a t  t h i s  i s  l i f e ;  th e  I n t e g r a t io n  o f
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many t h i n g s ,  th e  m ix in g  o f  v a r io u s  i n g r e d ie n t s  th a t  may seem  

had, i n  o r d e r  to  make som eth ing  good, j u s t  a s  i n  th e  m ixing  

o f  d iv e r s e  k in d s  o f  s e e d s  which may seem good c o u ld  r e s u l t  

i n  som eth ing  e v i l .  In  p s y c h o lo g y ,  we m ight speak  o f  th e  

i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  a l l  th e  a s p e c t s  o f  me, th e  good me, th e  had 

me, th e  smart me, th e  s t u p id  me. Wisdom would be i n  knowing  

th e  p r o p o r t io n s  i n  which t o  mix them and knowing i n  which  

s i t u a t i o n s  toa llcw  which p a r t  t o  be th e  dominant f a c t o r .

T h is  p o in t  o f  v iew  i s  i n  g r e a t  c o n t r a d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  much 

o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  l o g i c a l  p o s i t i v i s m  which h as h a b i t u a t e d  

us i n t o  t h in k in g  in  term s o f  d ic h o to m ie s  and red u c tio n ism  

The way o f  t h in k in g  p roposed  h ere  i s  t h a t  o f  i n t e g r a t i o n  

o f  many se e m in g ly  c o n t r a d ic t o r y  p a r t s  o f  man. L i f e ,  a s  I  

b e l i e v e  th e  Old Testam ent c o n s id e r s  th e  b a s i c  human v a lu e  

c o n c e p t ,  c sr.not  be red u ced . The v a l u e - p a th s  as have bee*'* 

shown i n  th e  a n a ly s e s  o f  th e  B i b l i c a l  d a ta  a r e  i n f i n i t e ,  con 

t r a d i c t o r y ,  c o m p l ic a te d ,  l o g i c a l ,  I l l o g i c a l ,  and m irro r  th e  

human b e in g  h i m s e l f .  The B ib le  r e f u s e s  t o  be r u b r i c i z e d .  P er 

haps t h a t  i s  why i t  has e x i s t e d  through out th e  a g e s .  B e t t e r  

th an  th e  p s y c h o l o g ie s  o f  th e  p a s t  and b e t t e r  th a n  th e  s c i e n 

t i f i c  s tu d y  o f  th e  B i b l e ,  i t  has rem ained w h o le , a s  s u l l i e d
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and c o n t r a d ic t o r y  a s  i t  I s ,  and by so  b e in g ,  h as  been  a 

v e r y  human document. That l a s t  s ta te m e n t  I s  a c o n t r a d i c t i o n  

in  i t s e l f ,  b eca u se  t h o s e  who lo v e  th e  B ib le  th e  m o st ,  g e n e r a l l y  

b e l i e v e  i t  to  be a document o f  d iv in e  o r i g i n .  What I  would  

th en  be s a y in g  i s  th a t  th e  document p e o p le  r e v e r e  a s  d i v i n e ,  

i s  th e  most human o f  a l l .  The e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s  m ight say  th a t  

t h i s  l e n d s  su pp ort t o  t h e i r  id e a  t h a t  man w is h e s  t o  become 

God, o r  Maslow m ight say  t h a t  i t  l e n d s  su pp ort t o  th e  id e a  

t h a t  man y e a rn s  f o r  som eth in g  g r e a t e r ,  o u t s id e  o f  h im s e l f  

(Maslow, 1 9 6 8 ) .  F ran k l (1 9 6 3 )  would a g r ee  w ith  t h i s  id e a ,  

but I  would be v e r y  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  j u s t  l e a v i n g  t h a t  c o n t r a 

d i c t i o n  s ta n d  and s a y in g ,  " th ere  i t  i s ,  a n o th e r  c o n t r a d i c t i o n ;  

and i t  i s  p a r t  o f  l i f e .  "

B e fo r e  l e a v i n g  t h i s  phase  o f  th e  s tu d y  o f  W estern r e l i g i o n

document through  th e  v e h i c l e  o f  v a lu e  and v a l u e - p a t h s ,  i t  i s  

im portant to  make e x p l i c i t  th a t  which i s  i m p l i c i t  through out  

t h i s  e s s a y .  The v a lu e  put f o r t h  a s  th e  v a lu e  i n  th e  Old T e s t a 

ment i s  ,fL i f e ."  But i t  was found t h a t  th e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s  in  

t h e i r  s tu d y  o f  b e in g  were f o r c e d  t o  examine i t s  o p p o s i t e ,  non-  

b e in g ,  and i t  was found t h a t  h u m a n is t ic  p s y c h o lo g y ,  i n  b e in g
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so I n t e r e s t e d  I n  l i f e  was b e i n g  f o r c e d  t o  r e - e x a m i n e  d e a t h .

I  hav e  b e e n  e x a m in in g  t h e  B i b l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  e s s a y  a s  an  

e x i s t e n t i a l i s t - h u m a n i s t i c  d o cu m en t ,  which  h a s  b e e n  a n  i n e s 

c a p a b l e  p o s i t i o n  f o r  me s i n c e  I  c a n n o t  b u t  s e e  t h e  Old T e s t a 

ment a s  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  e x p e r i e n t i a l l y .  L ik e  r e l i g i o n ,  

t h e  Old T e s t a m e n t  i s  i n  i t s  way d a n ce d  o u t ,  n o t  t h o u g h t  o u t .

Y e t ,  I  hav e  n o t  sp o k en  o f  d e a t h  a s  a  v a l u e  i n  t h e  Old  T e s t a 

m en t .  I  have e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  e s s a y  m entioned  t h a t  t h e r e  were 

p o s s i b l y  two b a s ic  v a lu e s  i n  t h e  Old T estam en t. In d eed , I  

b e l i e v e  t h e r e  a r e ,  and I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  secon d  v a lu e  i s  

d e a th .

When I  quoted  Deuteronomy XXX:19> . . . " L i f e  and d ea th  have  

I  put b e fo r e  y o u . . . a n d  c h o se  l i f e  so  t h a t  you and you r  c h i ld r e n  

B h a ll  l i v e , "  i t  was o b v io u s  th a t  t h e r e  was a chance t h a t  th e

A  «m 4  «wU  T.rv* M 4- J  M U  ~  ~  ~
j.c  v i i w o c  ucawii* ituow rrwuxu uiaKtc a  p c i  ouu  tiwt/oc

d eath ?  T h is  i s  a q u e s t io n  I  cannot answ er, b u t  a p p a r e n t ly  

t o  some, d ea th  i s ,  i n  H a m le t 's  w ords, "A consummation d e v o u t ly  

t o  be d e s i r e d . " The Old Testam ent r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  

a d ea th  w ish  and a lm ost p l e a d i n g l y  a sk s  th a t  p e o p le  ch o o se  l i f e .  

However, I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  Old T estam ent d oes  r e c o g n iz e  death  

a s  a v a lu e .  I t  would ta k e  an e n t i r e  s tu d y  t o  e x p lo r e  t h a t
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co n cep t  f u l l y ,  bu t I t  I s  o n ly  p r o p e r  t h a t  I t  be m entioned  

h e r e  In r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  o p p o s i t e s  t h a t  th e  Old Testam ent  

a c c e p t s  a s  p a r t  o f  th e  human b e in g .  In  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  i t  i s  

a l s o  f r e e l y  adm lteed  t h a t  I  am f a l l i n g  I n to  F reu d ia n  t e r r i t o r y  

and sa y in g  t h a t  th e  B i b l e  g i v e s  c r e d e n c e  t o  h i s  c o n c e p ts  o f  

a l i f e  i n s t i n c t  and a d ea th  i n s t i n c t .  I  would be f a r  more 

co m fo r ta b le  t o  rep h ra se  th a t  and p r o c la im  t h a t  Freud was i n  

th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  th e  Old T estam ent when he p o s t u l a t e d  th o s e  

two b a s ic  i n s t i n c t s  o f  mankind.

My t h e s i s  i s  t h a t  th e  B ib le  p o s t u l a t e d  two b a s i c  v a lu e s ;  

o n e ,  th e  v a lu e  "L ife"  w hich  i s  th e  p o s i t i v e ,  and th e  se c o n d ,  

th e  v a lu e  " D e a th ,” which i s  th e  n e g a t iv e  v a lu e .  There are  

Innum erable v a lu e - p a t h s  which can l e a d  t o  th e  ach ievem en t  

o f  e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  va lu eB . The Old Testam ent "chose l i f e "  

and em p h a sizes  th e  v a lu e - p a t h s  which l e a d  to  l i f e ,  but o t h e r s  

o r  th e  o p p o s i t e  form s o f  th e  form er e x i s t ,  which l e a d  t o  d e a th .  

In  sp ea k in g  o f  d e a th ,  an i n t e r e s t i n g  p o in t  t o  make o f  t h o s e  

who a c t i v e l y  "choose  d e a th ,"  t h a t  i s ,  commit s u i c i d e ,  sub

s t a n t i a l l y  more s u i c i d e s  o c cu r  among t h o s e  who have no c h i ld r e n  

th an  th o s e  who do , and th a t  th e  s i n g l e ,  widowed, and d iv o r c e d  

have c o n s id e r a b ly  h ig h e r  s u i c i d e  r a t e s  than  t h o s e  who a re
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m arried  (Bakan, 1 9 6 6 ) .  I  do not b e l i e v e  t h a t  I  have t o  b e la b o r  

th e  p o i n t s  made by th e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s  and th e  h u m a n is t ic  p s y 

c h o l o g i s t s  about th e  im portance  o f  m eaning, l o v e ,  and p u rp o se 

f u l n e s s  i n  l i f e .  A p p a r en t ly ,  what we may be a b le  t o  i n f e r  i s  

t h a t  o n e ' s  job  d o e s  not f u l f i l l  th e  need f o r  meaning and pur

p ose  t o  th e  e x te n t  th a t  many would have us b e l i e v e .  There i s  

a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  th e  v a lu e - p a t h s  found w i t h in  th e  Old T e s t a 

ment a r e  more t o  th e  p o in t  and can p r o v id e  w e s te r n  man w ith  

a t  l e a s t  some id e a s  o f  what he la c k s  and p o s s i b l y  some p a th s  

which he can ta k e  t o  overcome t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s .

U n t i l  now, we have been  exam in in g  p o r t i o n s  o f  th e  Old 

T estam ent which are  a c c e p te d  f o r  th e  most p a r t ,  a s  p o r t io n s  

o f  th e  Old T esta m en t ,  and im portant f o r  t h a t  r e a so n .  In  th e  

nex t c h a p t e r ,  I  w i l l  examine t h a t  p o r t io n  o f  th e  Old Testam ent  

which th e  e n t i r e  J u d e o -C h r is t ia n  worid a g r e e s  i s  b a s ic  and 

fundam enta l to  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n .
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C hapter VI 

VALUE-PATHS AND NEEDS IN THE DECALOGUE 

In  t h i s  c h a p te r  an a ttem p t w i l l  be made to  examine  

the  D eca logu e  or  The Ten Commandments a s  i t  a p p ears  in  

C hapter XX o f  th e  Book o f  Exodus b e a r in g  in  mind th e  v a lu e -  

p a th s  in h e r e n t  i n  t h e s e  commandments. At th e  same tim e  

Maslow*s (1 9 6 8 )  famous h ie r a r c h y  o f  n eed s w i l l  be examined  

f o r  th e  purpose  o f  d e ter m in in g  w h eth er  th e  v a lu e - p a t h s  

in v o lv e d  i n  th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  n eed s a re  c o n s i s t a n t  

w ith  th o s e  o f  th e  Ten Commandments. H is  th e o r y  o f  meta

m o t iv a t io n  (Maslow, 19 67) w i l l  be c o n s id e r e d  a s  most im

p o r ta n t  i n  t h i s  regard  s i n c e ,  i n  th e  Ten Commandments, a s  

opposed to  many o f  th e  o t h e r  commandments o f  th e  Old T e s t a 

m ent, th e r e  i s  an em p hasis  more on th e  s p i r i t u a l  a s p e c t s  

o f  man than t h e r e  i s  on th e  p h y s i c a l .

We w i l l  f i r s t  examine Maslow*s h ie r a r c h y  o f  n eed s and 

d i s c u s s  in  some d e t a i l  how th e y  can be met and g e n e r a l ly  

how Old T estam ent v a lu e - p a t h s  c o in c id e  w ith  them.

Maslow*s b a s i c  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  th e  human b e in g  i s  

not an empty organism  and t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  b a s ic  n eeds w i t h in
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him which must be s a t i s f i e d .  I f  th e y  are  l e f t  u n s a t i s f i e d ,  

th en  s i c k n e s s  w i l l  r e s u l t .  These needs are  arranged  a s  a 

h ie r a r c h y  g o in g  from th e  most b a s i c  a t  th e  lo w e s t  p a r t  to  

th e  most s p i r i t u a l  a t  th e  h i g h e s t .  I t  i s  a l s o  im portant  

to  remember th a t  Maslow c o n s id e r e d  a l l  o f  t h e s e  n eeds a s  

h a v in g  b i o l o g i c a l  r o o t in g .  He t o o ,  was not a t te m p t in g  

to  r e v iv e  th e  o ld  mind-body c o n tr o v e r s y .  The h ie r a r c h y  

would lo o k  l i k e  t h i s :

S e l f  A c t u a l i z a t i o n

Esteem  (R e s p e c t in g  o n e s e l f  and f e e l i n g  s u c c e s s f u l )

Love (B e lo n g in g ,  b e in g  a p a r t  o f )

S a f e t y  ( S e c u r i t y ,  o rd er  and s t a b i l i t y )

P h y s i o l o g i c a l  ( S a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  h u nger, t h i r s t ,  and s e x )  

S e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  i s  th e  most d i f f i c u l t  o f  a l l  t h e s e  

n eed s  t o  speak a b o u t ,  but th e y  are  th e  on es  w ith  which th e  

Ten Commandments i s  most co n cern ed . I  would l i k e  t o  em phasize  

e a r l y  i n  t h i s  c h a p te r  th a t  t h e s e  n e e d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when we 

g e t  to  th e  h ig h e r  o n e s ,  are  not m u tu a lly  e x c l u s i v e  and a 

v a lu e -p a th  t h a t  s a t i s f i e s  one o f  th e  n eed s on th e  lo w e r  l e v e l  

can a l s o  be Im portant t o  th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  a need on a 

h ig h e r  l e v e l .  An example o f  t h i s  can be found i n  th e  d i e t a r y  

law s o f  th e  Old T estam ent th a t  were d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r .  T hese
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law s p r e s c r ib e  th e  e a t i n g  o f  o n ly  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  fo o d  

( t h i s  v e ry  same m essage can h o ld  tr u e  w ith  th e  r i t u a l  o f  

th e  e a t i n g  o f  u n leav en ed  bread on th e  P a s s o v e r ) .  Of c o u r s e ,  

th e  fo o d  s a t i s f i e s  a p h y s i o l o g i c a l  need o f  h u nger, but th e  

a n c ie n t  I s r a e l i t e  b e in g  c a u t io u s  to  e a t  o n ly  th o s e  fo o d s  

p r e s c r ib e d  a s  r i t u a l l y  c le a n  i s  a l s o  f u l f i l l i n g  a s a f e t y  

need by conform ing t o  th e  o r d e r  o f  h i s  s o c i e t y  and a lo v e  

need b eca u se  he can th en  f e e l  t h a t  he i s  c o n t in u in g  t o  earn  

th e  r ig h t  to  b e lo n g  to  t h a t  s o c i e t y .  I f  he I s  m a in ta in in g  

th e  d i e t a r y  law s i n  a s i t u a t i o n  i n  which i t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  do s o ,  he may a l s o  be f u l f i l l i n g  an e s teem  

need .

I t  must a l s o  be em phasized t h a t  a c c o r d in g  to  M aslow's  

scheme, th e  h ig h e r  n eed s in  th e  h ie r a r c h y  cannot be r e a l i z e d  

u n le s s  th e  lo w e r  o n e s  a re  f a i r l y  w e l l  s a t i s f i e d .  An example  

o f  t h i s  can be found i n  th e  f o l lo w in g  l i t t l e  h y p o t h e t i c a l  

so a p -o p e ra .

Let us p r e te n d  t h a t  one o f  our c u te  l i t t l e  u n d ergrad u ates  

i s  in  l o v e  w ith  a boy . Her p h y s i o l o g i c a l  n eed s are tak en  c a r e  

o f  f a i r l y  w e l l ;  she i s  w e l l  f e d ,  g e t s  enough s l e e p ,  i s  not  

t h i r s t y ,  w e ' l l  assume sh e  i s  not even  tr o u b le d  about s e x ,  e t c .
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Her s a f e t y  n eed s  are  a l s o  w e l l  ta k en  c a re  o f  In  th a t  she  

l i v e s  i n  a n i c e  h o u se ,  h e r  environm ent i s  w e l l - o r d e r e d ,  

sh e  d r i v e s  t o  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  ea ch  m orning, a t t e n d s  c l a s s e s  

r e g u l a r l y ,  and i s  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  th a t  h e r  Mrs. d eg ree  

w i l l  soon be e a rn ed . Her lo v e  n eed s a re  a l s o  p r e t t y  w e l l  

i n  l i n e .  She i s  p o p u la r  w ith  h e r  s o r o r i t y  s i s t e r s  and 

above a l l ,  she h as  found h e r  " p r in ce  charm ing."  I  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  any c o l l e g e  i n s t r u c t o r  w i l l  r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  

n o t  o n ly  a soap o p e r a ,  but a l s o  somewhat o f  a f a i r y  t a l e .

But to  c o n t in u e  w ith  our n a r r a t i v e ,  l e t  u s  now assume  

t h a t  our  young la d y  has a t e r r i b l e  f i g h t  w ith  th e  gentlem an  

who was t o  award h er  th e  Mrs. d e g r e e .  Out o f  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  

d e s p a ir  and a n g e r ,  she g e t s  i n t o  h e r  c a r  and s t a r t s  d r iv in g  

a i m l e s s l y  i n t o  th e  m ou n ta in s . Now, a t e r r i b l e  t h in g  happens. 

As she i s  d r iv in g  on a d e s o l a t e  m ountain road , she i s  sudden

l y  c o n fr o n te d  w ith  a b l i z z a r d .  The snow i s  f a l l i n g  i n  a 

b l i n d in g  rage  and th e  road soon  becomes im p a ss a b le .  Dusk 

i s  coming and our  young la d y  h as been fo r c e d  t o  s to p  h e r  c a r  

and J u st  s i t  t h e r e .  But t o  no a v a i l ,  th e  storm  shows no 

s i g n  o f  l e t t i n g  up and our  young la d y  r e a l i z e s  th a t  she i s  

i n  t r o u b l e .  Now, l e t  u s  r e c a l l  t h a t  h e r  Journey began b eca u se
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she was h a v in g  problem s w ith  h e r  l o v e  n e e d s .  At t h i s  p o i n t ,  

h e r  lo v e  needs are  c o m p le te ly  f o r g o t t e n  and she becomes  

concerned  w ith  s a f e t y .  Her w orld  I s  no lo n g e r  an o r d e r e d ,  

p r e d i c t a b le  p l a c e .  In d eed , i t  i s  a s tr a n g e  w orld  t h a t  she  

i s  now i n .  She cannot even  r e c o g n iz e  a landmark. The 

c o ld  b e g in s  to  p e n e t r a t e  h er  b o n e s .  She i s  becoming hungry.

Her th o u g h ts  tu rn  t o  s u r v i v a l  and sh e  i s  now con cern ed  o n ly  

w ith  h er  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  n e e d s .  She l e a v e s  h e r  c a r  and b e g in s  

w alk in g  i n  th e  u n f a m i l ia r  t e r r i t o r y .  Her con cern  i s  o n ly  

w ith  th e  most b a s ic  o f  th e  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  n e e d s .  She must 

g e t  warmth and fo o d .

Let us make a happy en d in g  t o  our s t o r y  and say  t h a t  

by ch a n ce ,  she s tu m b les  i n t o  a farm h ouse, where th e  k in d  

p e o p le  g iv e  h er  warm, dry c l o t h i n g  and fo o d ,  and a l lo w  h e r  

t o  remain w ith  them f o r  s e v e r a l  days u n t i l  th e  w eath er  

s i t u a t i o n  r e tu r n s  to  normal. Her p h y s i o l o g i c a l  and s a f e t y  

n eed s  are  s a t i s f i e d  once more, and h e r  th o u g h ts  tu rn  to  h e r  

beau whom she c a l l s .  To h e r  d e l i g h t ,  she d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  

he had been  w o rr ied  s i c k  about h e r  f o r  t h e  p a s t  B ev era l days  

and w i l l  p e r s o n a l l y  come t o  g e t  h e r  and b r in g  h e r  home w ith  

him. Her lo v e  n eed s a re  a g a in  b e in g  ta k e n  ca re  i n  a s a t i s f a c t o r y
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s c h o o l  and s a t i s f y i n g  h e r  e s tee m  n e e d s .

With th e  above n a r r a t iv e  we can s e e  how M aslow 's h i e r 

arch y  m ight work i n  a " r e a l  l i f e "  s i t u a t i o n .  We can a l s o  

u n d erstan d  how n eed s  must be s a t i s f i e d  g o in g  from lo w e s t  

t o  h i g h e s t  b e fo r e  a p e r so n  i s  i n  a p o s i t i o n  to  become s e l f 

a c t u a l i z e d .

A lso  b a s i c  t o  M aslow 's t h e o r i e s  a re  th e  id e a s  o f  B e in g  

M o tiv a t io n  and D e f i c i t  M o t iv a t io n .  Maslow ( 1 9 6 8 ) b r i e f l y  

d e f i n e s  t h e s e  two com cepts a s  " s a t i s f y i n g  d e f i c i e n c i e s  a v o id s  

i l l n e s s ;  growth s a t i s f a c t i o n s  produce p o s i t i v e  h e a l t h  (p .  3 2 ) .  

U t i l i z i n g  our above so a p -o p e r a ,  we can say  th a t  when our coed  

was s tu m b lin g  about i n  th e  snow, i t  was due to  d e f i c i e n c y  

m o t iv a t io n .  She was t r y i n g  t o  sa v e  h e r  l i f e  and f u l f i l l  h er  

n e e d s ,  but  she  found no i n t r i n s i c  reward in  d o in g  s o .  and I  

would v e n tu r e  to  g u e s s  th a t  she would not v o l u n t a r i l y  l i v e  

through  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  a g a in .  She was d o in g  what 

she  d id  t o  a v o id  i l l n e s s ,  or  more d r a m a t i c a l ly ,  in  t h i s  c a s e ,  

t o  a v o id  d e a th .

Now, i f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  were somewhat d i f f e r e n t ,  and she  

were w e l l - f e d ,  warmly c lo t h e d  and w a lk in g  w ith  h e r  b o y fr ie n d
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t h r o u g h  f a m i l i a r  woods on a  c o l d ,  snowy n i g h t ,  we c o u ld  s t a t e  

t h a t  she  would be f u l f i l l i n g  a  l o v e  n e e d ,  b u t  t h i s  would  n o t  

be s a t i s f a c t i o n  f o r  d e f i c i t  m o t i v a t i o n .  She would be e n j o y i n g  

t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  and p o s s i b l y  even  g lo w in g  w i t h i n .  T h i s  i s  

B e in g  m o t i v a t i o n ;  she  i s  g row ing  t h r o u g h  i t ,  and i t  i s  

p r o d u c i n g  p o s i t i v e  h e a l t h .

A f t e r  a l l  o f  t h e  b a s i c  n e ed s  i n  t h e  h i e r a r c h y  a r e  s a t i s f i e d ,  

a  man i s  c a p a b le  o f  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  which  means t h a t  he i s  

now c a p a b le  o f  l i v i n g  up t o  h i s  p o t e n t i a l  and i s  p o s i t i v e l y  

u s i n g  h i s  c a p a c i t i e s .  But t h i s  i s  o b v i o u s l y  n o t  a lw ays  t r u e .

I t  i s  a p p a r e n t  i n  o u r  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  w e s t e r n  s o c i e t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

s o ,  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h a t  i n  many c a s e s  i n  which  t h e  low e r  

n e e d s  on t h e  h i e r a r c h y  a r e  s a t i s f i e d ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t i l l  i s  

n o t  a  s e l f - a c t u a l i z e d  p e r s o n .  Maslow, l i k e  Bonner (1 9 6 5 )* and 

F r a n k l  ( 1 9 6 6 ) s e e  man b e i n g  p u l l e d  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  as  a v e r y  

I m p o r t a n t  i n g r e d i e n t  i n  t h e  h e a l t h y  p e r s o n a l i t y .  C r o s s ,

Doost  and T ra c y  (1970)  r e p o r t  i n  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  on h i p p i e s  

t h a t  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  h i p p i e s  c e n t e r  a b o u t  im m ed ia te  s t r i v i n g  

f o r  f u l l y  e x p e r i e n c i n g  w h a te v e r  p l e a s u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  The 

f u t u r e  i s  o f  l i t t l e  c o n c e rn  t o  them , y e t  i t  i s  commonly known 

t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  h ip p y  community s p r i n g s  f rom
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homes where t h e i r  b a s i c  n eed s would ten d  t o  f i n d  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  

Maslow (1967) r e c o g n iz e d  t h i s  and t h e r e f o r e  p o s t u l a t e d  t h a t  

th e  s e l f - a c t u a l i z i n g  i n d iv i d u a l  i s  m o t iv a te d  "by some v a lu e s  

w hich he s t r i v e s  f o r  o r  g r o p e s  f o r  and to  which he i s  l o y a l  

(p .  9*0•"  f i n d s  t h a t  n o t  o n ly  are  such p e o p le  d ev o ted  to  

som eth in g  o u t s id e  o f  t h e m s e lv e s ,  but th e y  have th e  k in d  o f  

o u t lo o k  which makes th e  f e e l i n g  o f  "I want to"  c o in c i d e  w ith  

"I m u st."  T h is  i s  very  much l i k e  th e  r a b b in ic a l  d ictum  o f  

t r u e  freedom  b e in g  th e  d e s i r e  t o  f r e e l y  burden o n e s e l f  w ith  

th e  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  f u l f i l l i n g  th e  r e l i g i o u s  law .

Maslow ( 1 9 6 7 ) t h e r e f o r e  p o s t u l a t e s  Buch t h i n g s  a s  

m e ta m o t iv a t io n s  o r  m o t iv a t io n s  which go beyond th e  lo w e r  ones  

on h i s  h ie r a r c h y .  We do n ot u n d erstan d  f u l l y  what t h e s e  

m e ta m o t iv a t io n s  a r e ,  but i n  exam in in g  r e l i g i o n  and c o n c lu d in g  

a s  I  d id  t h a t  th e  supreme v a lu e  I s  " l i f e , "  I  would be w i l l i n g  

t o  v e n tu r e  a g u e s s  and say  t h a t  u n d e r ly in g  th e s e  m etam otiva -  

t l o n s  a r e  m e ta v a lu e -p a th s .  Maslow (1 9 6 7 )  s t a t e s ,  "the t a s k s  

t o  which th e y  a re  d e d ic a t e d  ( s e l f - a c t u a l i z i n g  p e o p le )  seem  

t o  be i n t e r p r e t a b l e  a s  embodiments o r  in c a r n a t io n s  o f  

i n t r i n s i c  v a lu e s  ( r a t h e r  than a s  a means to  ends o u t s id e  th e  

work i t s e l f ,  and r a th e r  th en  a s  f u n c t i o n a l l y  autonom ous).
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The t a s k s  are  lo v e d  (and i n t r o j e c t e d )  b eca u se  th e y  embody 

t h e s e  v a l u e s .  That i s ,  u l t i m a t e l y  I t  I s  th e  v a lu e s  t h a t  

a r e  lo v e d  r a th e r  than  th e  Job a s  su ch  (p . 9 9 )  •" He a l s o  

s a y s  th a t  upon f u r t h e r  e x a m in a t io n  t h e s e  v a lu e s  are  i r r e d u c ib l e  

An example would be th e  la w y er  who l o v e s  h i s  Job b eca u se  th e  

end v a lu e  i s  J u s t i c e ,  and J u s t i c e  a c c o r d in g  t o  Maslow i s  an 

i r r e d u c i b l e  v a lu e .  I  would subm it t h a t  J u s t i c e  i s  a v a l u e -  

p a th .  "To do J u s t i c e  and Judgment i s  more a c c e p t a b le  t o  th e  

Lord than s a c r i f i c e  (P ro v erb 3 , XXI, 3)»"  Of c o u r s e ,  i t  i s  

a l s o  my c o n t e n t io n  th a t  th e  v a lu e  th a t  i s  b e in g  approached  

i s  th e  v a lu e  o f  l i f e .  Sim ply s t a t e d ,  l i f e  cannot e x i s t  

w ith o u t  j u s t i c e ,  and o f  c o u r s e ,  th e r e  are  many ways o f  f o l l o w 

i n g  th e  v a lu e -p a t h  o f  j u s t i c e  and each  one o f  them i s  i r r e d u c 

i b l e .

Maslow a lm o st  comes to  th e  v e r y  same s t e p  t h a t  I  have  

come t o  through  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  Old T estam ent. He f i n d s  i n  

t h e  s e l f - a c t u a l i z i n g  p e o p le  t h e r e  are  v a lu e s  t h a t  ten d  to  be 

s i m i l a r ,  no m a tter  what road th e y  may be t a k in g ,  be i t  law ,  

e d u c a t io n ,  a r t ,  r e l i g i o n ,  s c i e n c e ,  m a th em a tic s ,  o r  a n y th in g  

e l s e .  T h ese  p e o p le  te n d  to  show th e  same lo v e  o f  t h e s e  " v a lu e s  

e v en  o u t s id e  o f  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i v e s .  He a l s o  f i n d s  t h a t
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t h e r e  i s  l e s s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  betw een  th e  world  and th e  

s e l f  i n  t h e s e  p e o p le .  They have in c o r p o r a te d  th e  w orld  

i n t o  th e m s e lv e s  and are  f u l l y  a p a r t  o f  i t .  He s t a t e s  t h a t  

t o  i d e n t i f y  o n e ' s  h ig h e s t  s e l f  w ith  th e  h i g h e s t  v a lu e s  o f  

th e  w orld  o u t  t h e r e ,  means t o  some e x t e n t  a t  l e a s t ,  a f u s io n  

w ith  th e  n o n - s e l f  (Maslow, 1967* p . 1 0 3 ) .  How s i m i l a r  t h i s  

i s  t o  th e  v a lu e - p a t h s  t h a t  were d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r .  God had 

been  i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  b e in g  o r  l i f e  e t y m o l o g i c a l l y ,  and th e  

r i t u a l  t e l l s  men th a t  th e y  sh o u ld  be h o ly  b eca u se  th e  Lord 

i s  h o ly .  In  o t h e r  w ords, t h e i r  h i g h e s t  s e l v e s  sh ou ld  f u s e  

w ith  th e  h ig h e s t  v a l u e ,  and th a t  i s  th e  v a lu e  o f  l i f e .

Y e t ,  Maslow i m p l i e s ,  we f e a r  th e  h i g h e s t  v a lu e s  both  

w it h in  o u r s e l v e s  and o u t s id e  o f  o u r s e l v e s .  A ccord in g  t o  

Maslow th e r e  i s  some am b iva len ce  toward ap p roach in g  what 

he c o n s id e r s  th e  h i g h e s t  v a l u e s .  I f  th e  v a lu e  i s  l i f e ,  a s  

I  co n ten d  i t  i s ,  and i t s  o p p o s i t e  I s  th e  v a lu e ,  d e a th ,  i s  i t  

p o s s i b l e  th a t  Preud may not have been so  wrong a s  he i s  thou ght  

to  be c o n c e r n in g  t h e s e  two i n s t i n c t s  c o e x i s t i n g  In  man? Preud  

would have th e  p e r f e c t  e x p la n a t io n .  The problem  f o r  u s  would  

be to  t r y  to  t e s t  i t .  But p erh a p s  t e s t i n g  i s  not a l l  th a t  

e s s e n t i a l .  P erh ap s , a n o th e r  g la n c e  a t  th e  m ytho logy  o f  th e
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Old Testam ent m ight b ear  out Maslow*s p o i n t .  What o f  th e  

myth o f  th e  "go lden  c a l f " ?  Here was a p e o p le  f r e e d  from  

bondage , h a v in g  w i t n e s s e d  a l l  s o r t s  o f  m i r a c l e s ,  a t  l e a s t  

th e  myth t e l l s  u s  s o ,  g e t t i n g  ready to  e n t e r  i t s  own la n d  

and e n jo y  t r u e  freed om , and a t  th e  f i r s t  o p p o r tu n i ty  th e y  

g o t ,  r e v e r t e d  to  w o rsh ip p in g  an E g y p tia n  i d o l ,  in s t e a d  o f  

c e l e b r a t i n g  th e  l i f e  th e y  now had b o th  w i t h in  them and on  

th e  o u t s i d e .  To me, t h i s  i s  a f i n e  example o f  a g r e a t  

am b iv a len ce  toward th e  v a lu e  o f  l i f e .  The mere f a c t  o f  

u s in g  t h a t  w hich i s  not a l i v e  a s  an o b j e c t  o f  w orsh ip  would  

su g g e s t  t h a t  t h e r e  was some f e a r  o f  com m itting  th e m se lv e s  

c o m p le te ly  to  l i f e .  Psalm s 115 sp eak s  to  t h i s  p o in t  v e r y  

p l a i n l y  and v e r y  d r a m a t ic a l ly .  "Their i d o l s  are  s i l v e r  

and g o ld  th e  work o f  m en's hands. They have a mouth but  

th e y  d o n ' t  sp ea k , e y e s  th e y  have but t h a t  c a n ' t  s e e .  Ears  

th e y  have and th e y  c a n ' t  h e a r ,  th e y  have a nose  but c a n ' t  

s m e l l .  T h e ir  hands c a n ' t  be u s e d ,  t h e i r  f e e t  c a n ' t  walk  

and no sound comes from t h e i r  t h r o a t .  T h e ir  makers s h a l l  

become j u s t  l i k e  them, a l l  who have t r u s t  i n  them ( v e r s e s  4 - 9 ) ."  

The P s a lm is t  r e c o g n iz e d  th e  f a c t  t h a t  p e o p le  not o n ly  i d e n t i f i e d  

w ith  t h e i r  god s but i n t r o j e c t e d  them, o r  p o s s i b l y  p r o j e c t e d
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th e m se lv e s  i n t o  t h e i r  g o d s .  T h is  would be th e  p o in t  Fromm

(1 9 6 6 )  makes when he s a y s  t h a t  th e  im portant q u e s t io n  i s  n o t  

w h eth er  God i s  dead , but w h eth er  man i s  dead.

I  b e l i e v e  Maslow i s  s a y in g  th e  v e r y  same t h in g  i n  sp ea k in g  

o f  our f e a r  o f  th e  h i g h e s t  v a l u e s .  I  would even  be so  p r e 

sumptuous a s  t o  say  t h a t  Maslow may ev en  be h i n t in g  th a t  th e  

h i g h e s t  v a lu e  i s  l i f e ,  i t s e l f .  "Can we be s a id  t o  be r a i s i n g  

i n t o  m e a n in g fu ln e s s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a b s o lu t e  v a lu e s  (Maslow, 

1967> p- 119 ) j " he a s k s ,  and th e n  he seems t o  back o f f  by 

t a k in g  about a b s o lu t e  r e a l i t y .  I  cannot b e l i e v e  t h a t  when 

he spoke o f  a b s o lu t e  v a lu e s  he was unaware o f  th e  e x i s t e n t i a l 

i s t s '  v ie w p o in t  o f  th e  a b s o lu t e  v a lu e  b e in g  e x i s t e n c e ,  i t s e l f .  

He p ays to o  much t r i b u t e  t o  th e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  p h i lo s o p h e r s  

and p s y c h o l o g i s t s  (Maslow, 1968 ) f o r  me t o  th in k  t h a t  he d id  

n ot have t h i s  i n  mind when he spoke o f  a b s o lu t e  v a l u e s .  He 

becomes even  more c l e a r  a t  th e  end o f  h i s  ( 1967 ) e s s a y ,  

" Im m o rta lity  a l s o  h as  a q u i t e  d e f i n i t e  and e m p ir ic a l  meaning  

in  t h i s  c o n t e x t  f o r  th e  v a lu e s  in c o r p o r a te d  i n t o  th e  p e r so n  

a s  d e f i n i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  h i s  s e l f  l i v e  on a f t e r  h i s  d e a th ,  

i . e .  i n  a c e r t a i n  r e a l  s e n s e ,  h i s  s e l f  t r a n s c e n d s  d ea th  (p .  

1 2 5 ) ."
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I  would be more prone t o  sa y  t h a t  th e  v a lu e - p a t h s  

In c o r p o r a te d  i n t o  th e  s e l f  l i v e  on a f t e r  h i s  d ea th  b e c a u se  

th e  v a lu e - p a t h s  are  th e  p a th s  l e a d in g  to  l i f e .  Of c o u r s e ,  

i t  i s  not a r e a l  p h y s i c a l  im m o r ta l i ty  th a t  I  am sp ea k in g  

o f  (a lth o u g h  I  do b e l i e v e  i n  im m o r ta l i ty  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  

c o n t e x t ) .  The human b e in g  cannot a c h ie v e  p h y s i c a l  immor

t a l i t y .  He can  n ev er  a t t a i n  h i s  v a lu e  which i s  l i f e  b eca u se  

t h a t  would th e n  make th e  v a lu e  m e a n in g le s s .  I  would have  

i t  and so  what? That i s  why S a r tr e  had t o  go t o  God in  whom 

he d id  n o t  b e l i e v e  t o  g i v e  man an u l t i m a t e  p r o j e c t  which  

c o u ld  n ever  be a c h ie v e d .  But i t  would make l i f e  m ea n in g fu l .  

That i s  why, a s  May (1 9 6 9 )  e x p l a i n s ,  Godot n e v e r  c o u ld  come.

I t  was th e  w a i t in g  t h a t  made l i f e  m ea n in g fu l f o r  th e  two 

tram ps. That i s  why, in  Judaism , th e  M essiah cannot e v e r  

come and i n  C h r i s t i a n i t y  th e  secon d  coming o f  C h r is t  can  

n e v e r  happen. But t h e s e  c o n c e p ts  and t h e s e  h op es  a re  e s s e n t i a l .  

They sh o u ld  n ot be l o s t  b eca u se  th e y  to o  are  v a lu e - p a t h s  toward  

l i f e .  I t  was p erh ap s  w ith  g r e a t  wisdom th a t  th e  u l t r a - o r t h o d o x  

among th e  Jews opposed  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  I s r a e l  

(and i t  h u r t s  me to  say  t h i s  b eca u se  I  am an a rd en t Z i o n i s t )  

b eca u se  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  I s r a e l  was not to  be r e - e s t a b l i s h e d
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e x c e p t  under th e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  th e  M ess iah . I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  

t h a t  th e  u l t r a - o r t h o d o x  Jews u n d ers to o d  i n t u i t i v e l y  t h a t  I f  

th e  S t a t e  were e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  w a i t in g  f o r  th e  M essiah would  

l o s e  i t s  power, and th a t  would be a d e f e a t  f o r  l i f e .  I t  has  

been  m entioned  o v e r  and o v er  i n  t h i s  e s s a y  th a t  an e s s e n t i a l  

p a r t  o f  l i f e  i s  community, r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  l o v e ,  and th e  l i k e .

B ion  (1 9 6 1 )  makes th e  p o in t  t h a t  i n  t h e  p a i r in g  grou p , th e  

M essiah  o r  th e  M ess ia n ic  id e a  o c c u p ie s  a c e n t r a l  p o s i t i o n .

What i s  b e in g  s a id  i s  t h a t  th e  p a i r in g  group becomes f u t u r e  

o r ie n t e d .  I t  h as  a hope t o  be f u l f i l l e d  w hich w i l l  not be 

f u l f i l l e d ,  but i n  th e  m eantim e, t h e r e  i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and 

l o v e  and th a t  i s  l i f e .

A lthou gh  M aslow 's thou ght was i n  many r e s p e c t s  o r i g i n a l  

and unique among p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  he can be s e e n  a s  an e x c e l l e n t  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  "Third Force" i n  p sy c h o lo g y .  B ecause  

o f  t h a t  q u a l i t y  and b eca u se  h i s  h ie r a r c h y  o f  n eeds i s  c l e a r  

and o r d e r ly ,  and i s  enhanced by h i s  th e o r y  o f  r a e ta -m o t iv a t lo n s ,  

i t  was d e c id e d  t o  use  h i s  p s y c h o lo g y  a s  a r e f e r e n c e  p o in t  i n  

d i s c u s s i n g  th e  Ten Commandments.

In  J e w ish  Law, t h e s e  commandments are  not g iv e n  any p r i o r i t y  

o v e r  th e  o t h e r s  th a t  appear i n  th e  Old T estam en t, and th e r e  are
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ap p ear  i n  th e  n e g a t iv e  form (th o u  s h a l t  n o t ' s )  and two 

hundred f o r t y - e i g h t  i n  th e  p o s i t i v e  c o n s t r u c t io n .  Why 

th e  D eca logu e  has r e c e iv e d  such prom inence i n  b oth  th e  Jew ish  

and C h r i s t ia n  T r a d i t io n s  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s c e r t a i n .  H ertz  

( 1 9 6 2 ) sa y s  th a t  i t  c o u ld  be "On a cco u n t o f  th e  awe i n s p i r i n g  

manner i n  which th e y  were r e v e a le d  to  th e  whole  n a t io n  (p .  2 9 4 ) .  

"Amid th u n d er  and l i g h t n i n g  and th e  sou nd ing  o f  th e  

s h o f a r ,  amid f la m e s  o f  f i r e  th a t  e n v e lo p ed  th e  smoking  

m oun ta in , a M a je s t ic  V o ic e  pronounced th e  Words which  

from t h a t  day t o  t h i s  have been  th e  g u id e  o f  conduct  

to  mankind. That R e v e la t io n  was th e  most rem arkable  

e v e n t  i n  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  hum anity. I t  was th e  b i r t h  

hour o f  th e  R e l ig i o n  o f  th e  S p i r i t ,  which was d e s t in e d  

i n  t im e t o  I l lu m in e  th e  s o u l s ,  and o r d e r  th e  l i v e s  

o f  a l l  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  men. (p . 2 9 4 ) ."

I  would ten d  t o  b e l i e v e  i t  was not so  much th e  way th e  

D eca logu e  was d e l iv e r e d  as what th e  c o n t e n t s  o f  i t  a r e .  In  

f a c t ,  i t  would p ro b a b ly  not be i n c o r r e c t  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i t  

was p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u se  o f  th e  c o n t e n t s ,  t h a t  th e  manner o f
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d e l i v e r y  became o f  su c h  g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  A g a in ,  I  am 

t a k i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  law and t h e  r i t u a l  p r o b a b l y  

p r e c e d e d  t h e  myth o f  t h e  smoke and  f i e r y  m o u n ta i n .  A more 

modern exam ple  c a n  be fo u n d  i n  A m erican  H i s t o r y .  The b a t t l e  

o f  G e t t y s b u r g  was no more s i g n i f i c a n t ,  and p o s s i b l y  l e s s  s o ,  

t h a n  was t h e  b a t t l e  o f  P e t e r s b u r g ,  y e t  G e t t y s b u r g  i s  im

p r i n t e d  i n d e l i b l y  upon  t h e  minds  o f  a l l  A m erican  s c h o o l  

c h i l d r e n  and f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  a d u l t s  a l s o .  The r e a s o n  f o r  

t h i s  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  G e t t y s b u r g  A d d r e s s ,  one o f  t h e  most  

m a g n i f i c e n t  s p e e c h e s  o f  a l l  t i m e ,  e n c o m p a s s in g  t h e  s p i r i t  

o f  dem ocracy  and c o m p a ss io n  i n  b u t  a  few v e r y  s i m p le  w o rd s .

I t  a p p e a l e d  t o  s o m e th in g  h i g h e r  i n  t h e  human s p i r i t  t h a n  

i s  o r d i n a r i l y  f o u n d .  The same c a n  be s a i d  f o r  t h e  D e c a lo g u e ;  

i t  a p p e a l s  t o  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  human s p i r i t .

I n  my own e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a  r a b b i ,  1 fo u n d  u n i v e r s a l l y ,  t h a t  

when q u e s t i o n e d ,  t h e  l e a s t  o b s e r v a n t  ( i n  a  r e l i g i o u s  s e n s e )  o f  

my c o n g r e g a n t s  c l a im e d  t h a t  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  i n ,  and l i v e d  by 

t h e  Ten Commandments. T h is  was p a t e n t l y  u n t r u e ,  b u t  I  l e a r n e d  

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p le  y e a r n e d  t o  l i v e  by t h e  " s p i r i t "  

o f  t h e  Ten Commandments. As F r a n k l  ( 1966 ) p h r a s e s  i t ,  man 

l i v e s  by i d e a l s  and  v a l u e s .  T h i s ,  I  b e l i e v e
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i s  th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  Ten Commandments, th e y  encompass  

i d e a l s  and v a lu e s  by which men would l i k e  t o  l i v e ,  and 

f o r  th a t  rea so n  th e y  are  not o n ly  e n d u r in g , but beg f o r  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  by th e  modern man who i s  so  g r e a t l y  in  need  

o f  J u s t  t h e s e  i d e a l s  and v a lu e - p a t h s  th a t  are  w a i t in g  to  

ta k e  h o ld  o f  h i s  mind and s o u l  and p u l l  him from h i s  h a l f  

d eath  o f  v a l u e l e s s n e s s  and anom ie.

Once a g a in ,  I  am t a k in g  th e  l i b e r t y  o f  r e n d e r in g  my 

own t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  commandments which I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  

w i l l  be to o  d i f f e r e n t  from th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  o n e s .  A lso  I  

am f o l lo w in g  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  J ew ish  breakdown o f  th e  D eca logu e  

i n  which v e r s e  two o f  c h a p te r  XX s e r v e s  a s  th e  f i r s t  o f  th e  

Ten Commandments.

I .  "I am th e  Lord your  God, who brought you ou t  o f  

th e  la n d  o f  E g yp t, from th e  h ou se  o f  S la v e r y ."  There are  

some who say  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a p o s i t i v e  commandment to  b e l i e v e  

i n  God, and t h e r e  are  th o s e  who say  th a t  t h i s  s e r v e s  o n ly  

a s  an in t r o d u c t io n  t o  th e  D e ca lo g u e . What i s  o f  major i n t e r e s t  

i n  t h i s  e s s a y  i s  th a t  God i s  not in tr o d u c e d  a s  th e  c r e a t o r  or  

a s  th e  " f i r s t  c a u s e ,"  but he i s  in tr o d u c e d  a s  a God who g r a n ts  

freedom . “We a r e  our c h o i c e s ,"  sa y s  B u g en ta l (1965)*  and one  

who i s  n o t f r e e  cannot make c h o i c e s .  I m p l i c i t  i n  t h i s  command
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ment i s  t h a t  men can ch oose  and men a r e  f r e e ,  t h e r e f o r e  men 

are  a l i v e  and t h e r e i n  l i e s  th e  v a lu e .  Maslow ( 1 9 6 7 ) s a y s  

th a t  m etam otiva ted  p e o p le  v a lu e  freedom  v e r y  h i g h l y ,  and 

in d ee d  th e y  sh o u ld ,  b eca u se  m etam otiva ted  p e o p le  know th a t  

th e  v a lu e  i s  l i f e  and th a t  freedom  i s  a v a lu e -p a th  th a t  

l e a d s  l i f e  to  i t s  f u l l e s t  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  im pact. T h is  would  

a l s o  s e r v e  a s  an e x p la n a t io n  f o r  som eth ing  I  have been  

t r y i n g  t o  communicate th ro u g h o u t t h i s  e s s a y .  When I  speak  

o f  l i f e  a s  th e  v a l u e ,  I  do n o t  mean o n ly  p h y s i c a l  l i f e ,  but 

I  am a l s o  r e f e r r i n g  to  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  l i f e  o r  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e .  

A l l  o f  t h e s e  a re  t i e d  t o g e t h e r  in  a way which I  do not  

f u l l y  comprehend, but a man may be p h y s i c a l l y  a l i v e ,  and y e t ,  

a g o o d ly  p o r t io n  o f  him may be dead. P art o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  

o r  p a r t  o f  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  may have become o b l i t e r a t e d  

f o r  any number o f  r e a so n s ;  and t h a t  p a r t  o f  him 1s  then dead. 

L i f e ,  a s  a v a lu e  means f u l l y  l i v i n g ,  a s  many p a r t s  o f  th e  

i n d iv i d u a l  a s  p o s s i b l e  b e in g  aware and a l i v e .  The m eta

m o t iv a te d  p e r so n  may be th e  one who h a s  managed t o  become 

aware and b r in g  t o  l i f e  more f a c e t s  o f  h im s e l f  than most 

o t h e r s  have been  c a p a b le  o f  d o in g .  I t  i s  n o t  even  a lw ays  

o f  im portance t o  c o n s id e r  th e  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  th e
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i n d i v i d u a l .  There have been c a s e s ,  and I  am p e r s o n a l l y  

aware o f  c a s e s  o f  p e o p le  who had v e r y  l i t t l e  tim e l e f t  to  

l i v e  p h y s i c a l l y  and were p e r f e c t l y  w e l l  aware o f  t h i s  f a c t ,  

y e t  th e y  managed to  l i v e  more u s e f u l l y  and more f u l l y  than  

many whose p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t io n s  were e x c e l l e n t .  L i f e ,  th en  

to  be th e  v a l u e ,  must be b i o l o g i c a l l y  r o o te d ,  a s  are  th e  

" m eta-va lu es"  o f  Maslow, but must in c lu d e  a l l  f a c e t s  o f  

th e  human b e in g .

T h is  f i r s t  commandment c l e a r l y  d oes  not f i t  i n t o  M aslow 's  

h ie r a r c h y  o f  n eed s  u n l e s s  one would be p rep ared  t o  sa y  th a t  

i t  answ ers a s a f e t y  n eed . The f a c t  t h a t  God e x i s t s  would  

g iv e  th e  p e r so n  i n  a p r i m i t i v e  s o c i e t y  a f e e l i n g  o f  s e c u r i t y .

He would be a b le  to  f e e l  t h a t  th e r e  i s  o r d e r  and s t a b i l i t y  

in  th e  world  b e c a u se  t h e r e  i s  a God who a s s u r e s  o r d e r  and 

s t a b i l i t y .  X would be l o a t h  to  a c c e p t  t h i s  in te r p r e ta t iO H i  

I t  would be v e r y  much l i k e  s a y in g  th a t  th e  s c i e n t i s t  becomes  

a s c i e n t i s t  b e c a u se  i m p l i c i t  i n  s c i e n c e  i s  th e  f a i t h  t h a t  

t h e r e  are  r u l e s  and o r d e r  i n  th e  w o r ld . J u s t  a s  I  am opposed  

t o  r e d u c in g  v a l u e s  o r  r e d u c t io n a l i s m  i n  th e  s tu d y  o f  man, I  

would oppose  th e  same ty p e  o f  r e d u c t io n a liB m  p e r t a i n in g  to  

th e  s c i e n t i s t ,  a s  not o n ly  an e a s y  way ou t o f  a com plex problem ,
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but a l s o  a s  demeaning and dehum anizing . I  would s ta n d  by 

my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  th e  f i r s t  commandment h a s  i t s  s t r e n g t h  

i n  i t s  a p p ea l t o  th e  h ig h e r  n a tu re  o f  man i n  p r o c la im in g  th e  

b a s ic  v a lu e ,  o r  i n  M aslow 's ter m s , i t  a p p e a ls  t o  th e  meta

m o t iv e s  o f  s e l f - a c t u a l i z i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s .

I I .  "You s h a l l  not have o t h e r  gods b e s i d e s  me. You 

s h a l l  not make y o u r s e l f  an i d o l  o r  any p i c t u r e  o f  a n y th in g  

th a t  i s  i n  th e  h ea v en s  above o r  on th e  e a r th  b e low , or  

t h a t  which i s  In  th e  w a te r  under th e  e a r t h .  You s h a l l  

not bow down to  them and you s h a l l  not w orsh ip  them, f o r  

I ,  th e  Lord your God am a j e a l o u s  God, c o u n t in g  th e  s i n  

o f  th e  f a t h e r s  upon th e  c h i ld r e n  t o  th e  t h i r d  and fo u r th  

g e n e r a t io n  o f  th o s e  who h a te  me, and showing mercy to  

th e  th ou san d th  o f  th o s e  who lo v e  me and keep my comand- 

m ents ( v e r s e s  3 - 6 ) ."

Perhaps i t  i s  t h i s  commandment which has had th e  most 

profound i n f l u e n c e  upon me i n  th e  g e n e r a l  t h e s i s  expounded  

i n  t h i s  e s s a y .  I t  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a c a l l  t o  m onotheism , and 

i n  my c a s e  p e r h a p s ,  one God e q u a ls  one v a lu e .  H ere, a g a in ,

I  p e r c e iv e  a commandment o f  freedom  and o f  l i f e .  I t  i s  

formed In  a n e g a t iv e  c o n s t r u c t io n ,  not t e l l i n g  th e  p e o p le
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what t o  do , but r a th e r  what not to  do. As was s t a t e d  e a r l i e r  

i n  t h i s  e s s a y ,  when th e  s u b j e c t  o f  d e f i n i n g  God was d i s c u s s e d ,  

th e  p o in t  was made t h a t  a p o s i t i v e  d e f i n i t i o n  l i m i t s  g r e a t l y ,  

a n e g a t iv e  d e f i n i t i o n  l i m i t s  to  a v e r y  sm a ll  e x t e n t .  The 

same problem  i s  e v id e n t  in  th e  "Golden R u le ."  Everybody i s  

f a m i l i a r  w ith  J e s u s '  s a y in g ,  "Do un to  o t h e r s  a s  you would have  

o t h e r s  do unto y o u ."  Not everybod y  knows H i l l e l ' s  p h r a s in g  

o f  th e  same p r i n c i p l e ,  " th a t  which i s  h a t e f u l  t o  you , you  

s h a l l  not do to  a n o t h e r ." C e r t a i n l y ,  I  am more c o g e n t ly  

aware o f  t h i n g s  th a t  I  do n o t  l i k e  to  have done t o  me and 

i f  I  r e f r a i n  from d o in g  them to  o t h e r s ,  I  s t i l l  have a g r e a t  

d e a l  o f  freedom  i n  how to  behave toward o t h e r s .  In  th e  

p o s i t i v e  p h r a s in g ,  my freedom  i s  cu t  down t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  

but i t  i s  u n i v e r s a l l y  r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  i t  i s  the  same under

l y i n g  s p i r i t  w ith  which b o th  s a y in g s  a r e  i n f u s e d .  Of more 

i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  two d i c t a  j u s t  q u o ted , i s  th e  e x i s t e n t i a l  

s p i r i t  o f  them. They b e g in  w ith  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  p e r s o n ,  

h i s  own p h en o m en o lo g ica l  s e l f  i s  th e  p o in t  o f  d e p a r tu r e .

From h i s  r o o t in g  i n  h i s  s e l f ,  he th en  s t e p s  ou t  and a c t s  

tow ards o t h e r s .

L ik e w is e ,  i n  t h i s  commandment, th e  n e g a t iv e  i s  em phasized .
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I t  i s  I n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  th a t  th e  f i r s t  commandment was 

c o m p le te ly  on a p o s i t i v e  l e v e l ,  su d d en ly  th e  n e g a t iv e  comes 

i n t o  f o c u s ,  th u s  r e c o g n iz in g  b oth  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  human b e in g  

i n  one s h o r t  paragraph , o r  b e t t e r  s t i l l  i n  a few  sh o r t  l i n e s ,  

s i n c e  th e  o r i g i n a l  Hebrew was w r i t t e n  w ith o u t  v o w e ls  and 

w ith o u t  p u n c tu a t io n  marks. The Job o f  p u n c tu a t in g  th e  

s e n t e n c e s  came much l a t e r  in  th e  c o u r se  o f  Jew ish  H is to r y .

W hile th e  f i r s t  commandment was p o s i t i v e ,  my c o n c lu s io n  had 

t o  be t h a t  i t  was a d d r e s s in g  i t s e l f  t o  what Maslow c a l l e d  

th e  m e ta -m o t iv e s .  I t  I s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  n o te  t h a t  Maslow 

saw th e  human b e in g  a s  b a s i c a l l y  a p o s i t i v e  e n t i t y .  T h e r e fo r e ,  

th e  p o s i t i v e  may co rresp o n d  w ith  what Maslow c o n s id e r e d  

th e  h ig h e r  n a tu re  o f  man. Another e m p ir ic a l  s tu d y  t h a t  may 

come out o f  t h i s  p i e c e  o f  r e s e a r c h  c o u ld  be based  on d i s -

.>«■ V>nw fVifl f  1 ir« r\r*  '*tto a 11 nff mflv / 'n i.r io l of-p wl fVi
* * e >  » w » .  w . v .  .  v ,  —  -  j  - “ j  - — o  ■■—    ---------------------------- ----------------------------

th e  m eta -m o t iv es  and "nay" s a y in g  may c o r r e l a t e  w ith  th e  

d e f i c i e n c y  m o t iv a t io n s .

However, t h i s  commandment i s  v e ry  s p e c i f i c  i n  t h in g s  

t h a t  p e o p le  sh o u ld  not do and i n  t h a t  way c o rr esp o n d s  w e l l  

t o  th e  S a f e t y  a s p e c t s  o f  M aslow 's h ie r a r c h y .  The p e o p le  know 

th e y  a re  not t o  make i d o l s ,  th e y  know s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  th e y
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a re  not t o  w orsh ip  o r  bow down to  p i c t u r e s .  T h is  p u t s  a 

d e f i n i t e  o r d e r  In  t h e i r  w or ld . I t  makes t h e i r  w orld  a more 

s t a b l e  and t h e r e f o r e ,  a s a f e r  p la c e  i n  which to  l i v e .  P sy

c h o l o g i s t s  are  r e c o g n iz in g  more and more th a t  s e t t i n g  l i m i t s  

i s  a most im p ortan t p a r t  o f  r a i s i n g  c h i ld r e n  o r  even  in

p sy c h o th e r a p y .  The p a t i e n t  in  p sy ch o th e ra p y  i s  t o l d  th a t

he must not u se  p h y s i c a l  v i o l e n c e  a g a in s t  h i s  t h e r a p i s t .

Some (Cohen, 1 970 )  in  work w ith  groups have t o l d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  

who were t h r e a t e n in g  to  have p s y c h o t ic  b reak s t h a t  i t  i s  

a g a i n s t  the  r u l e s  i n  t h i s  group t o  do a n y th in g  l i k e  t h a t ,  

w ith  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  th e  th r e a te n e d  p s y c h o t ic  break  n e v e r  

m a t e r i a l i z e d .  T h e r e fo r e ,  i t  would seem a p p r o p ir a te  to  say  

t h a t  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  commandment f a l l s  i n t o  th e  c a t e 

g o ry  o f  s a t i s f y i n g  a s a f e t y  need .

There is also an element of threat involved in th e  

commandment. God w i l l  v i s i t  punishm ent upon th e  c h i ld r e n  

o f  th o s e  who d is o b e y  th e  commandment. A gain t h i s  would be 

p a r t  o f  th e  S a f e t y  n eed . I t  i s  making c l e a r  some c o n t i n g e n c ie s .  

I t  was s a id  e a r l i e r  t h a t  not knowing th e  c o n t in g e n c ie s  i s  a 

c a u se  o f  a n x i e t y .  I t  can be assumed t h a t  i f  we do know th e  

c o n t i n g e n c ie s  much a n x ie t y  can be a v o id e d  and th e  in d iv i d u a l



www.manaraa.com

195

w i l l  f e e l  s a f e r .  Such i s  th e  f o r c e  o f  th e  t h r e a t  o f  th e  

secon d  commandment. But d i r e c t l y  a f t e r  th e  t h r e a t  comes 

a p ro m ise , t h a t  th e r e  w i l l  be a reward not o n ly  t o  th e  

t h i r d  and f o u r t h  g e n e r a t io n  but up to  th e  th ou san d th  g e n e r 

a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  who l o v e  God. In  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  command

ment, i t  can be s a id  t h a t  a l o v e  need i s  b e in g  s a t i s f i e d .

The in d iv i d u a l  can f e e l  th a t  he i s  r e a l l y  b e lo n g in g  and 

i s  a p a r t  o f  G od's p la n  b e c a u se  God w i l l  ta k e  c a re  o f  him and 

h i3  p o s t e r i t y ,  f o r  a l l  i n t e n t s  and p u r p o se s ,  f o r e v e r .  But 

h e r e ,  a l s o  th e  c o n c ep t  o f  im m o r ta l i ty  comes i n t o  p la y .  In d e ed ,  

Maslow spoke o f  t h i s  ty p e  o f  im m o r ta l i ty  when he s a id  t h a t  th e  

valueB  t h a t  a re  in c o r p o r a te d  i n t o  th e  s e l f  cau se  th e  s e l f  to  

c o n t in u e  l i v i n g  even  a f t e r  d e a th . In  t h i s  s e n s e ,  th e  l o v e  

need m erges w ith  a m e ta -m o t iv a t io n  o f  d o in g  r ig h t e o u s n e s s  

f o r  i t s  own s a k e ,  o r  s im p ly  b e c a u se  th e  i n d iv i d u a l  f e e l s  a 

p a r t  o f  th e  w or ld  and w ants t o  do i t  b eca u se  i t  i s  th e  good  

t h in g  t o  do. We a l s o  know th a t  th e  co n cep t o f  im m o r ta l i ty  

i s  a co n cep t  o f  l i f e ,  and t h u s ,  a s  we s u s p e c t e d ,  we f i n d  th a t  

i n  one commandment t h e r e  are embodied two l e v e l s  o f  M aslow 's  

h ie r a r c h y ,  some o f  h i s  m e ta -m o t iv a t io n s  and th e  v a lu e  o f  l i f e .  

I t  b e g in s  t o  become more c l e a r  J u s t  why th e  D eca logu e  h a s  

been  such an im p ortan t and i n d i s p e n s i b l e  p a r t  o f  th e  w e s te r n



www.manaraa.com

196

r e l i g i o n .

I I I .  "You s h a l l  n o t ta k e  th e  name o f  th e  Lord you r  

God In  v a in  b eca u se  th e  Lord w i l l  not c o n s id e r  him pure  

who t a k e s  H is  name i n  v a in  ( v e r s e  7 ) ."

T h is  commandment i s  g e n e r a l l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  mean t h a t  

one must not sw ear f a l s e l y  by th e  name o f  God. I  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  th e  n in th  commandment d e a l s  w ith  th e  i s s u e  o f  sw ea r in g  

f a l s e l y  and I  th in k  t h a t  th e  t h i r d  h a s  an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  

m eaning. N o t ic e  th e  commandment s t a t e s  th a t  i t  i s  God’ s

name, o r  r a t h e r ,  th e  L o rd 's  name t h a t  i s  n o t  to  be ta k e n  i n

v a i n .  The name m entioned  i n  t h i s  commandment i s  th e  t e t r a -  

grammaton which was a lr e a d y  d i s c u s s e d  a t  l e n g t h  and i d e n t i f i e d  

w ith  th e  co n cep t  o f  b e in g  o r  l i f e .  To ta k e  som eth ing  i n  v a in  

means t o  make o f  i t  n o th in g .  The f o r c e  o f  th e  Hebrew word 

f o r  "vain" i n  t h i s  commandment i s  e x a c t l y  t h a t  and a d i r e c t  

t r a n s l a t i o n  would be not " r a i s in g  th e  L ord’ s  name t o  n o th in g 

n e s s ."  I t  i s  a warning a g a in s t  becoming c y n i c a l ,  o r  p e r h a p s ,  

o v e r  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  about th e  m a tte r  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  i t s e l f .  The 

Book o f  E c c l e s i a s t e s  was d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r .  I t  i s  w e l l  known

t h a t  th e  f o r c e  o f  t h a t  b e a u t i f u l l y  r ea so n ed  and v e r y  p o w er fu l

book i s  t h a t  e v e r y th in g  i s  i n  th e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  m e a n in g le s s .
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I t  was a l s o  m entioned  th a t  th e  e d i t o r  a t  th e  end t r i e d  t o  

s o f t e n  th e  im pact o f  th e  book by add ing  th e  l a s t  few  s e n t e n c e s .

The rem ainder o f  th e  Hebrew v e r s e  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  ren d er  

i n t o  m ea n in g fu l E n g l i s h .  L i t e r a l l y  i t  means th a t  "the Lord 

(Tetragrammaton) w i l l  not make in n o c e n t  he who r a i s e s  H is  

name to  n o t h i n g n e s s ." I f  we can comprehend th e  i m p l i c a t i o n  

o f  r a i s i n g  b e in g  t o  n o t h in g n e s s ,  a s  meaning d ic h o to m iz in g ,  

I n t e l l e c t u a l i z i n g ,  r e d u c in g  t h a t  which i s  j u s t  t h e r e ,  t h a t  

which i s  p a r t  o f  th e  w orld  and p a r t  o f  b e in g ,  and comes to  

meet us i n  i t s  u n iq u e n e s s  and f u l l n e s s ,  I  b e l i e v e  we can  

ca p tu re  th e  m eaning o f  th e  Hebrew t e x t .  And he who d oes  

r a i s e  e x i s t e n c e  to  n o th in g n e s s  i s  not in n o c e n t .  He has l o s t  

h i s  in n o cen ce  i n  t h a t  he no lo n g e r  a c c e p t s  th e  b e in g n e s s  o f  

th e  u n iv e r s e .  He has t o  make o f  i t  som eth ing  t h a t  i t  i s  

n o ti  He does not^ as s  c h i l d  does i n  In nocen ce  a c c e p t  what 

he p e r c e iv e s  a s  j u s t  b e in g  i t s e l f .  That man i s  t r u l y  not  

In n o cen t  (Cohen, 1971)* A ccord in g  t o  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

o f  th e  t h i r d  commandment, i t  can be se e n  a s  a m e ta -m o t iv a t io n .  

Maslow ( 1 9 6 7 ) s a y s  t h a t  "human-independent r e a l i t y  i s  s e e n  

most c l e a r l y  i n  i t s  own (hum an-independent) n a tu r e ,  l e a s t  

d i s t o r t e d  by o b s e r v e r - i n t r u s i o n s  (p .  1 1 8 ) ."
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IV. "Remember th e  Sabbath day t o  keep i t  h o ly .  S ix  

days you s h a l l  la b o r  and do a l l  you r  work. But th e  

se v e n th  day i s  a sabbath  to  th e  Lord, your God; you  

s h a l l  not do any work, you , o r  you r  so n ,  o r  your  

d a u g h te r ,  your  m an-servant o r  you r  m a id - s e r v a n t , o r  

your c a t t l e ,  or  th e  s t r a n g e r  who i s  w i t h in  y ou r  g a t e s .  

B ecau se  in  s i x  d a y s ,  th e  Lord made th e  heaven  and th e  

e a r t h ,  and th e  s e a ,  and a l l  th a t  i s  i n  them, and he 

r e s t e d  on th e  s e v e n th  day; t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  Lord b l e s s e d  

th e  sabbath  day and made i t  h o ly  ( v e r s e s  8 - 1 1 ) ."

The im portance o f  th e  sabbath  day and o f  t h i s  command

ment cannot be overem p h as ized . J e s u s  was c h a s t i z e d  f o r  

d e s e c r a t in g  th e  Sabbath , y e t  th e  Sabbath rem ains a s  i n t e g r a l  

a p a r t  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  i t  i s  o f  Judaism . Almost e v e r y  

s t a t e  in  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  has i t s  own p e c u l i a r  s e t  o f  "Blue  

Laws" which are  p e r p e t u a l l y  b e in g  fo u g h t  i n  th e  c o u r t s .  Y e t ,  

somehow, th e y  a lw ays seem t o  su r v iv e  i n  one form or  a n o th e r .  

The commandment i s  honored more i n  th e  breach than  i n  th e  

p r a c t i c e ,  and d e s p i t e  a l l  t h i s  i t  rem ains e s s e n t i a l  to  th e  

J u d e o -C h r is t ia n  h e r i t a g e .

I t  can w e l l  be s a i d  t h a t  th e  commandment to  r e s t  on th e
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Sabbath I s  In  answer to  th e  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  n eed s on M aslow 's  

h ie r a r c h y .  C e r t a i n l y ,  th e  human b e in g  and th e  b e a s t  o f  burden  

needs some t im e to  r e s t .  I t  can be s a id  to  f u l f i l l  th e  s a f e t y  

n eed s on th e  h ie r a r c h y  b ecau se  i t  d oes  g iv e  some o r d e r  and 

s t a b i l i t y  t o  th e  w orld . In  th e  Jew ish  c a le n d a r ,  th e  d ays a re  

cou n ted  from Sabbath to  Sabbath. Thus, t h e r e  a r e  no names 

to  th e  days o f  th e  week. Sunday i s  "the f i r s t  d a y ,11 Monday 

i s  "the secon d  day,"  e t c .  u n t i l  F r id a y  which i s  c a l l e d  e i t h e r  

"the s i x t h  d a y ,"  o r  "Sabbath e v e ."  And a n y th in g  can happen  

on th e  s i x  weekdays a s  i s  w e l l  known by anybody who works, 

g o e s  to  s c h o o l ,  c a r e s  f o r  a home, o r  i s  engaged i n  any t a s k ,  

but th e  se v e n th  day, th e  Sabbath i s  p r e d i c t a b l e .  I t  i s  the  

day o f  r e s t  and l a t e r  Jew ish  Law and custom  ord ered  i t  so ,  

t h a t  J u s t  about e v e r y  m inute o f  th e  day was a cco u n ted  f o r .

The same i s  tr u e  f o r  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  V e s t i g e s  o f  such o r d e r in g  

can  be s e e n  i n  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Sunday d in n e r ,  which i n  some 

homes i s  an i n v i o l a b l e  I n s t i t u t i o n .  I t  can a l s o  be argued  

th a t  th e  Sabbath f i t s  w e l l  w ith  th e  l o v e  needs on th e  h i e r 

arch y . I t  i s  a day d e v o ted  to  th e  f a m i ly .  Once a g a in ,  I  w i l l  

r e f e r  t o  th e  f i l m  p r o d u c t io n  o f  F id d l e r  on th e  R oof , i n  which  

i t  w i l l  be remembered th a t  Tevye and h i s  w i f e  and d a u g h ters
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were a r g u in g  and b ic k e r in g  u n t i l  th e  Sabbath c a n d le s  were  

k in d le d .  Then Tevye appeared i n  a b la c k  robe and a l l  th e  

f a m i ly  sang t o g e t h e r  and th e  p a r e n t s ,  i n  so n g , b l e s s e d  t h e i r  

c h i ld r e n .  P ea c e ,  l o v e ,  and harmony r u le d .  I t  was a very  

dram atic  and sudden ch an g in g  o f  moods, but most o f  a l l  i t  

was tr u e  to  l i f e .  Too, i t  can be s a id  th a t  th e  Sabbath  

f i t s  w e l l  w ith  th e  e s tee m  needs f o r  on th e  Sabbath day, 

each  man, no m a tte r  how low h i s  s t a t i o n  in  l i f e  i s  o r  

how poor he i s ,  becomes tran sform ed  i n t o  a k in g .  He i s  

a s u c c e s s  s im p ly  b e c a u se  he i s  l i v i n g  on th e  Sabbath day.

P erh ap s, most im p o r ta n t ,  th e  Sabbath a l s o  sp eak s t o  th e  

m e ta -m o t iv a t io n s  in  M aslow 's th o u g h t .  Maslow would p ro b a b ly  

c o n s id e r  th e  Sabbath day a s  u n q u e s t io n a b ly  a HB -v a lu e ,T b e c a u s e ,  

i n  a s e n s e ,  th a t  i s  what i t  i s  a l l  a b o u t . I t  i s  I m p o ss ib le  

h e r e  t o  d e s c r ib e  th e  t h i r t y - n i n e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  work t h a t  th e  

r a b b is  p r o h ib i t e d  f o r  th e  Sabbath day, but l e t  them be summarized  

by s a y in g  t h a t  i f  one o b s e r v e s  th e  Sabbath day i n  i t s  f u l l e s t  

d e t a i l s ,  i t  i s  s im p ly  not p o s s i b l e  t o  meddle w ith  th e  e n v ir o n 

ment on t h a t  day. The human b e in g  g o e s  out a s  he i s ,  i n  a l l  

h i s  m a je s ty  and s i m p l i c i t y  to  meet th e  en v iron m en t, but he i s  

n ot to  do a n y th in g  to  i t .  I t  i s  j u s t  t o  be th e r e  i n  a l l  i t s
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s i m p l i c i t y  and  m a j e s t y ,  and t h e  man i s  J u s t  t o  l e t  i t  b e .

He i s  even  t o  be c a r e f u l  not t o  s t e p  on a f a l l e n  l e a f  f o r  

f e a r  o f  b rea k in g  i t ,  which would come under th e  t h i r t y - n i n e  

c a t e g o r i e s  o f  work m entioned  above. The t r u l y  o b ser v a n t  Jew 

w i l l  n o t ev en  wear a w r is tw a tc h  on th e  Sabbath . What fo r ?

He d o e s n ' t  even  have to  know th e  tim e o f  day. In  a s e n s e ,  

he i s  supposed to  be suspended in  e t e r n i t y .  J u s t  a s  in  th e  

t h i r d  commandment man i s  warned aga in B t b e in g  robbed o f  h i s  

in n o c e n c e ;  i n  th e  f o u r th  commandment, he i s  t o l d  how he can  

have h i s  in n o c e n c e  and l i v e  i n  i t ,  not a l l  th e  t im e ,  b ecau se  

t h a t  i s  not o n ly  im p o s s ib l e ,  but s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  and d y s

f u n c t i o n a l ,  but f o r  one day each  week he can e x p e r ie n c e  

In n ocen ce  in  a t r u l y  in n o c e n t  way.

Then t h e r e  i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  why we o b s e r v e  t h e  S a b b a th .

A l l  o f  t h e s e  t h in g s  may be v e r y  n i c e ,  but what do th e y  le a d  to ?  

What i s  the  p u rp ose  o f  them? I t  I s  h ere  t h a t  I  f i n d  m y s e l f  

i n  agreem ent w ith  F r a n k l( 1 9 6 6 ) .  S e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  i s  not an 

end i n  I t s e l f .  To put i t  i n  my term s, th e  m e ta -m o t iv a t io n s  

are  not v a l u e s ,  th e y  a re  v a lu e - p a t h s  l e a d in g  t o  the  i r r e d u c ib l e  

v a lu e .  The commandment I t s e l f  g i v e s  th e  answer t o  t h a t  q u e s t io n :  

’’For i n  s i x  days th e  Lord made th e  heaven  and th e  e a r t h . . . a n d
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r e s t e d  on th e  se v e n th  dayj t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  Lord b l e s s e d  th e  

Sabbath day and made i t  h o l y . " The commandment i s  t e l l i n g  

us t o  o b ser v e  th e  Sabbath d ay , not b ecau se  o f  a n y th in g  th a t  

we may have done, but b e c a u se  the  Lord r e s t e d  on th e  Sabbath  

day. I t  was G od's day f o r  r e s t ,  and once a g a in ,  God i s  

i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  e x i s t e n c e .  In  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  term s, th e  word 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  i s  used  to  d e n o te  a d e fe n s e  mechanism by which  

th e  i n d iv i d u a l  t a k e s  on th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a n o th e r  p erso n  

and b eh aves  i n  th e  same manner a s  th e  o t h e r  p e r so n  i n  o rd er  

to  become more l i k e  him. Here we f i n d  th e  commandment s a y in g ,  

"You s h a l l  r e s t  on th e  Sabbath day, b ecau se  God r e s t e d  on th e  

Sabbath d a y . " I t  i s  a n o th e r  p a th  by which men can s t r i v e  

toward becoming God.

No wonder th e  Sabbath p la y s  so  g r e a t  and s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  

i n  both  Judaism  and C h r i s t i a n i t y .  T h is  fo u r th  commandment 

c o n t a in s  w i t h in  i t  e v e r y  l e v e l  o f  M aslow 's h ie r a r c h y .  I t  

h a s  th e  a b i l i t y  t o  a p p ea l t o  e v e r y  p e r s o n ,  no m a tte r  which  

l e v e l  o f  th e  h ie r a r c h y  he i s  a t te m p t in g  t o  s a t i s f y .  I f  

a n y th in g  can be c o n s id e r e d  a s  c o n t a in in g  u n iv e r s a l  a p p e a l ,  

i t  i s  th e  f o u r th  commandment o f  th e  D eca lo gu e . On th e  o th e r  

s i d e ,  i t  i s  a l s o  no wonder t h a t  th e  fo u r th  commandment i s
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more honored in  the breach than i t  1b in  the p r a c t ic e  o f  i t .

I t  was s a id  t h a t  t h i s  commandment i s  more honored t h u s l y  b e c a u se  i t  

sp eak s to  e v e r y  l e v e l  o f  th e  h ie r a r c h y  o f  n e e d s ,  ev en  to  th e  

m etan eed s . M aslow (l967) r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t  we f e a r  th e  h ig h e s t  

v a lu e s  both  w i t h in  o u r s e l v e s  and o u t s id e  o f  o u r s e l v e s .  My 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  w hich i s  a k in  t o  M aslow 's ,  i s  t h a t  we f e a r  

th e  v a lu e - p a t h s  i n  h i e r a r c h i a l  form s i n c e  th e y  a l l  l e a d  to  

th e  same v a l u e ,  but I  se e  them a s  d i f f e r e n t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

i n d i v i d u a l s  (an d , t h e r e f o r e ,  a l s o  i r r e d u c i b l e ) .  What Maslow 

c a l l s  th e  h ig h e s t  v a lu e s  a re  s im p ly  v a lu e - p a t h s  th a t  seem to  

be more c o m p a tib le  w ith  t h o s e  whom he c o n s id e r s  a s  s e l f -  

a c t u a l i z i n g  p e o p le .  I n  th e  c a se  o f  th e  Sabbath , we f i n d  

v a lu e - p a t h s  t h a t  can a p p ly  a lm o st  u n i v e r s a l l y .  By t h e i r  

v e r y  n a tu re  th e y  would c a u se  a c o n f l i c t .  E x i s t e n t i a l  a n x i e t y ,  

i t  seems to  me, can be caused  b oth  by f i n d i n g  no meaning and 

by c o m p le te ly  f u l f i l l i n g  th e  meaning (May, 1969)* The Sabbath  

comes v e r y  c l o s e  to  th e  l a t t e r .

Maslow ( 1 9 6 7 ) s a y s ,  "Nor sh o u ld  we f o r g e t  t h a t  w i t n e s s in g  

t h e s e  u l t im a t e  f a c t s  ( o r  v a l u e s )  o f t e n  makes th e  p e r so n  a c u t e l y  

c o n s c io u s  o f  h i s  own u n w o r th in e s s ,  o f  h i s  in a d e q u a c ie s  and 

sh o r tc o m in g s ,  o f  h i s  u l t im a t e  e x i s t e n t i a l  s m a l ln e s s ,  f i n i t e n e s s
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and p o w e r le s s n e s s  s im p ly  a s  a human b e in g  and a s  a member o f  

th e  human s p e c i e s  (p . 1 2 1 ) . ” The v e r y  n a tu re  o f  the  Sabbath  

c a u s e s  one t o  w i t n e s s  th e  " u lt im a te  f a c t s , "  i n  M aslow 's term s,  

f o r  i t  b r in g s  us c l o s e r  t o  God th an  any o f  th e  o t h e r  m yths, 

r i t u a l s  o r  la w s  found i n  th e  Old T estam en t. Perhaps t h a t  i s  

why what I  c o n s id e r  th e  w arning word was put a t  th e  end o f  th e  

commandment; th e  w ords, "And He made i t  h o ly ."  A c t u a l l y ,  th a t  

word n e e d n 't  be t h e r e .  The s e n te n c e  would make p e r f e c t l y  good  

s e n s e  i f  i t  were a b sen t  e n t i r e l y .  I t  w i l l  be remembered th a t  

e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  p a p er ,  i t  was d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  h o l i n e s s  i s  a 

m ixed b l e s s i n g .  B ecau se  h o l i n e s s  ap p roaches  God, i t  may become 

u s e l e s s  t o  man l i k e  th e  m ix in g  o f  s e e d s  o f  d iv e r s e  k in d s ,  or  

i n  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  i n c e n s e ,  which became h o ly ,  and t h e r e f o r e  

c o u ld  not be used  f o r  man's b e n e f i t  a lo n e .  What I  would th in k  

t h i s  fo u r th  commandment i s  t e l l i n g  u s  i s  t h a t  h ere  i s  a v a l u e -  

p a th  t h a t  c o u ld  a p p ea l  t o  a l l  men, and i t  i s  v e r y  p o t e n t ,

in d e e d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  be c a r e f u l  w ith  i t ,  i t  i s  a path  l e a d in g

to  e x i s t e n c e ,  and i t  I s  a path  which may le a d  to  n o n - e x i s t e n c e .  

Tread l i g h t l y  upon i t ,  but have you r  c h o ic e .  I t  i s  v e r y  much 

l i k e  th e  c h o ic e  o f  l i f e  and d ea th  b e fo r e  u s .  The l a s t  word o f

th e  commandment a sk s  u s  to  "choose  l i f e . "
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V. "Honor your f a t h e r  and you r  m other so  t h a t  you r  days  

w i l l  be le n g th e n e d  upon th e  e a r t h ,  which th e  Lord, y ou r  God 

g i v e s  you ( v e r s e  1 2 ) ."

C on cern ing  t h i s  commandment most o f  th e  m ed iev a l  commen

t a t o r s  e x p l a in  t h a t  th e  f a t h e r  and th e  m other a r e  t o  be hon ored ,  

b eca u se  th e  p a r e n t s  are  conpared to  God, and i n  c o o p e r a t io n  

w ith  God gave l i f e  to  th e  i n d i v i d u a l .  N e v e r t h e le s s ,  th e  

commandment i s  fr a u g h t  w ith  grave  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  T h is  i s  

e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  i n  our t im e s ,  when many p e o p le  do not under

s ta n d  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een  "honor" and " lo v e ,"  and a l s o ,  

th e  c o n n e c t io n  betw een  them. N o t ic e  t h a t  th e  commandment 

d o e s  not »ay "Love you r  f a t h e r  and you r  m o th e r ." Love cannot  

be l e g i s l a t e d .  I t  must come b eca u se  th e  l o v e r  w ants t o  

l o v e ,  and th e  one who i s  t o  be lo v e d  draws lo v e  from th e  l o v e r .  

That i s  th e  same k in d  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n  t h a t  was made i n  th e  law  

t o  "Act l o v i n g  toward your n e i g h b o r . . . . "  Honor o r  r e s p e c t ,  

w hich i s  a n o th e r  v a l i d  t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  a d i f f e r e n t  m a tte r .

I t  i s  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  to  r e s p e c t  someone and honor him  

f o r  many r e a s o n s ,  even  though he i s  not worthy o f  you r  l o v e ,  

o r  you b e l i e v e  he i s  n o t  w orthy o f  your  l o v e .  I  can r e s p e c t  

a man who i s  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  s im p ly  b e c a u se
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o f  th e  p o s i t i o n  he o c c u p ie s ,  o r  I  can ev en  r e s p e c t  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  one whom I  may b e l i e v e  i s  such a com p lete  incom potent  

had th e  g a l l  to  a ttem p t t o  a t t a i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  and su c c e e d .

I  can a l s o  r e s p e c t  my p a r e n t s  and behave w ith  r e s p e c t  toward  

them s im p ly  b eca u se  th e y  are  my p a r e n t s ,  and a t  one tim e e a r l y  

i n  my l i f e  th e y  saw t o  i t  th a t  I  had th e  chance t o  l i v e  and 

make o f  m y s e l f  w h atever  i t  i s  t h a t  I  am.

H onoring and r e s p e c t i n g  somebody a l s o  have th e  q u a l i t y  

o f  m a in ta in in g  a r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  a t r u t h  t h a t  

c h i ld r e n  do not lo v e  t h e i r  p a r e n ts  a s  much a s  t h e i r  p a r e n ts  

l o v e  them, and t h a t  t h i s  i s  th e  way i t  sh ou ld  b e , f o r  i f  i t  

were n o t ,  th en  p e o p le  would not l e a v e  t h e i r  p a r e n t a l  homes 

and e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  own f a m i l i e s .  Love a lm o st  u n i v e r s a l l y  

g o e s  i n  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  from th e  p a ren t  t o  th e  o f f s p r i n g .

I f  honor and r e s p e c t  go i n  th e  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n ,  th e n  a 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  can be m a in ta in e d  and through t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  

a n o th e r  ty p e  o f  l o v e  may be born . For c e r t a i n ,  w ith o u t  th e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  lo v e  i s  c o m p le te ly  i m p o s s ib l e .  A memory I  w i l l  

a lw ays c a r r y  w ith  me and a man I  can n e v e r  f o r g e t  o r  f u l l y  r e 

pay i s  now a p a r t  o f  ray l i f e  t h a t  e n r ic h e s  me and makes me more 

o f  a human b e in g .  When I  was s tu d y in g  a t  th e  sem inary many
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y e a r s  a g o , I  was a l s o  h a v in g  some g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w ith  my 

f a t h e r .  I  knew th a t  I  must move out o f  my p a r e n t s '  home, 

and s i n c e  I  was a s t u d e n t ,  th e  l o g i c a l  p la c e  t o  l i v e  ( and th e  

o n ly  p l a c e  I  c o u ld  a f f o r d )  would be th e  sem inary a t  th e  dormi

t o r y .  I  went to  th e  rab b i who was i n  charge  o f  making such  

arrangem ents and t o l d  him th a t  I wanted a room. He ask ed  me 

why, and I  t o l d  him t h a t  i t  t a k e s  an hour each  morning t o  g e t  

t o  th e  sem inary . I  went to  th e  r a b b i ,  b eca u se  I  knew he would  

u n d erstan d  th a t  I  c o u ld  u se  th a t  t r a v e l i n g  tim e t o  g r e a t e r  

a d v a n ta g e .  Now, i n  New York C ity  t h a t  amount o f  t r a v e l  i s  

n o th in g  out o f  th e  o r d in a r y ,  and sp en d in g  t h a t  much tim e on 

th e  subway i s  ta k en  f o r  g r a n ted  by many, i f  not most r e s i d e n t s  

o f  th e  c i t y .  The rab b i lo ok ed  a t  me q u i z z i c a l l y  and a sk ed ,  

"Now, i s  t h a t  th e  r e a l  reason?" There was n o t  any g e t t i n g  

owoy from i t ,  so  I t o l d  him o f  th e  a lm ost d a i l y  f i g h t s  w ith  

my f a t h e r .  He lo o k e d  a t  me v ery  s e r i o u s l y ,  and s a i d ,  " I t  i s  

good th a t  you t o l d  me th e  t r u t h ,  and I  am g o in g  t o  do f o r  you  

what may be th e  g r e a t e s t  fa v o r  o f  your l i f e .  I  am n o t  g o in g  

t o  a l lo w  you t o  move i n t o  one o f  our  rooms, b eca u se  i f  I  do ,

I  w i l l  be rob b in g  you o f  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  r e s o l v i n g  your  

d i f f e r e n c e s .  You cannot g e t  to  u n d erstan d  each  o th e r  by one
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o f  you runn ing  away. S ta y  th e r e  and f i g h t  i t  o u t .  Now, I  do 

n o t  know what y ou r  problem s a r e ,  and you may be one hundred  

p e r  c e n t  r i g h t ,  and he may be v e r y  wrong, but l i s t e n  t o  him 

w it h  r e s p e c t  and answer him w ith  r e s p e c t .  I t  w i l l  not be lo n g  

b e f o r e  t h a t  r e s p e c t  grows i n t o  som eth ing  much g r e a t e r . M

I  heeded t h a t  o ld  r a b b i ' s  a d v ic e ,  and a lth o u g h  I  r e c o g n iz e  

t h a t  i t  may have happened anyway, I  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  the  

above i n c id e n t  marked th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a b e a u t i f u l  f a t h e r - s o n  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  which e x i s t s  to  t h i s  day.

I t  i s  u n fo r tu n a te ,  t h a t  so f r e q u e n t l y  i n  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  

p s y c h o a n a l y s i s ,  th e  im pact upon th e  p a t i e n t  can be summed up 

i n  t h r e e  words: "Blame your p a r e n t s ."  As i s  w e l l  known,

th e  a r t  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s i s  h as  f i l t e r e d  down t o  th e  layman a s  

a " s c ie n c e ,"  and a s  a s c i e n c e ,  i t  i s  g o s p e l .  Very f r e q u e n t l y ,  

in- w orking w ith  gro u p s , 2 p a r t i c i p a n t  w i l l  b e g in  a r e c i t a t i o n  

o f  a l l  th e  f a u l t s  and sh o rtco m in g s  o f  h i s  p a r e n t s .  There are  

t i m e s ,  when i t  i s  a p p r o p r ia te  i n  th e  s t a g e  o f  th e  group , and 

th e  p a r t i c i p a n t  i s  a t  a l e v e l  where he can "hear" such an 

i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  th a t  I  w i l l  a sk  how i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  such  

i n s e n s i t i v e ,  u n f e e l i n g ,  u n lo v in g  p a r e n t s ,  such a s  h i s ,  c o u ld  

have produced  so  f i n e  an o f f s p r i n g .  T h is  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i s
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n e v e r  menat  s a r c a s t i c a l l y ,  a nd  i t  i s  n o t  t a k e n  s o ,  b e c a u s e  

most  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p s  a r e  f i n e  

a n d  good p e o p l e .  The u s u a l  r e s p o n s e  I  g e t  f ro m  t h a t  i n t e r 

v e n t i o n  i s ,  " I  n e v e r  t h o u g h t  o f  i t  t h a t  w a y ,"  o f  "You mean > 

t h a t  t h e y  may n o t  h av e  r e a l l y  b e e n  so  b a d .  Maybe t h e y  w e r e n ' t . "  

The p a r t i c i p a n t  u s u a l l y  d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  he was e x a g g e r a t i n g  h i s  

p a r e n t s '  f a u l t s  a nd  n o t  e v e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h s .

Not o n ly  i s  p l a c in g  th e  blame on p a r e n t s  f r e q u e n t l y  a 

t h e r a p e u t ic  c o p - o u t ,  but i t  i s  even  more u n fo r tu n a te  when we 

c o n s id e r  t h a t  th e  fo u n d er  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s i s  was Signund Freud ,  

a man who not o n ly  r e s p e c t e d ,  but adored  h i s  p a r e n t s  (J o n e s ,  

1953)* He went t o  g r e a t  p a in s  t o  s e e  t o  i t  t h a t  h i s  m other  

l i v e d  c o m fo r ta b ly  a f t e r  she was widowed and n ev er  gave up h i s  

v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  h e r .  I t  can be s a id  th a t  

F re u d  " h o n o re d  His father nnd h i?  m other^" I t  seems 2 shame 

t h a t  th e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  o f  th e  a r t  he d e v e lo p e d ,  and th e  r e c i p i 

e n t s  o f  i t s  b e n e f i t s  so  o f t e n  o b t a in  r e s u l t s  t h a t  would be 

repugnant t o  and i n  most p r o b a b i l i t i e s ,  d isow ned by Freud,  

h i m s e l f .  T hus, to d a y ,  h o n o r in g  o f  o n e ' s  p a r e n t s  i s  b e in g  

abandoned, a t  l e a s t  i n  th e  p o p u la r  mind, by s c i e n c e  i t s e l f .

I n  M as lo w 's  t h o u g h t ,  h o n o r i n g  o f  o n e ' s  p a r e n t s  c o u l d
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c o n c e iv a b ly  f a l l  under th e  r u b r ic  o f  th e  s a f e t y  n eeds b ecau se  

i t  m a in ta in s  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  members o f  th e  f a m i ly ,  and 

th e  f a m i ly  h a s  b e e n ,  and f o r  th e  p r e s e n t ,  s t i l l  i s  th e  b a s i c  

u n i t  o f  s o c i e t y .  M a in ta in in g  such a r e l a t i o n s h i p  p r o v id e s  

f o r  s e c u r i t y ,  o r d e r  and s t a b i l i t y  both  i n  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  

in d i v i d u a l  and i n  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  s o c i e t y  o f  which he i s  a p a r t .  

I t  would a l s o  be f u l f i l l i n g  a lo v e  need i n  t h a t  i t  g i v e s  th e  

i n d iv i d u a l  a s e n s e  o f  b e lo n g in g  to  a c e r t a i n  s t r u c t u r e .  He 

i s  p a r t  o f  a f a m i ly  which he v a l u e s ,  and i s ,  i n  tu r n ,  a v a lu a b le  

p a r t  o f  th e  f a m i ly .  I t  would a l s o  f i t  i n t o  h i s  con cep t o f  m eta

m o t iv a t io n s ,  The s e l f - a c t u a l i z i n g  p erso n  i s  one who i s  a b le  to  

a c c e p t  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  d e s p i t e  h i s  d i f f e r e n c e s  w ith  them.

He i s  a b le  t o  r e s p e c t  them as human b e in g s  i n  t h e i r  own r ig h t  

(Maslow, 1 9 6 7 ) ) .  I t  would seem o b v io u s  t h a t  when one h as  th e  

a b i l i t y  to  r e s p e c t  and a c c e p t  d i f f e r e n c e s  In  o t h e r  p e o p le  and 

s t i l l  h o ld  them In  h ig h  r e g a r d ,  he would not be e x c lu d in g  h i s  

p a r e n t s  from th e  l i s t  o f  t h o s e  he i s  a b le  t o  r e s p e c t .  I t  

becomes o b v io u s  th e n ,  t h a t  t h i s  f i f t h  commandment sp ea k s  t o  

much t h a t  i s  i n  th e  b i o l o g i c a l  r o o t in g  o f  th e  human b e in g  

a c c o r d in g  t o  Maslow.

I t  i s  a l s o  a v a lu e - p a t h  t o  my way o f  th in k in g  in  t h a t  I t
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g i v e s  honor and r e s p e c t  t o  o t h e r  human b e in g s .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  

i s  a s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  one h as  tow ards h i s  p a r e n t s .  One o f  

th e  most ann oying  p a r t s  o f  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  i n  th e  s a y in g  

i n  "popular wisdon" t h a t  an o f f s p r i n g  a lw ay s  rem ains a c h i l d  

i n  th e  e y e s  o f  h i s  p a r e n t s .  To a g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  th e r e  i s  much 

t r u t h  in  th a t  s a y in g ,  but th a t  does not mean t h a t  th e  p a ren t  

d oes not r e s p e c t  o r  lo v e  h i s  c h i l d .  As example o f  t h i s  was 

g iv e n  i n  my g r a n d f a t h e r ' s  r e f u s a l  t o  a c c e p t  my r e n d i t io n  o f  

th e  law  c o n c e r n in g  th e  Sabbth i n  h i s  c a s e .  I  am c e r t a i n  my 

f a t h e r  would ta k e  v e r y  much th e  same a t t i t u d e  tow ards my 

expounding J ew ish  law  or  r e n d e r in g  a p B ych o log ica l  e x p la n a t io n  

o f  a n y th in g .  Y e t ,  he r e s p e c t s  my kn ow led ge, and i t  i s  a 

so u rc e  o f  g r e a t  p r id e  t o  him t h a t  h i s  son has a cco m p lish ed  

t h e s e  s k i l l s .  Y e t ,  i t  i s  v e r y  e a sy  f o r  me to  become angry  

at him and t e l l  him th a t  I have su rp a ssed  him i n  c e r t a i n  

f i e l d s  and he sh o u ld  l i s t e n  t o  me. B u t ,  d e s p i t e  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  ray f a t h e r  i s  n ever  g o in g  t o  c o n s id e r  me a s  f u l l y  grown, 

and I  b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  t r u e  and p r o b a b ly  u n i v e r s a l  (a n o th e r  

h y p o t h e s i s  w orth w h ile  t o  be t e s t e d ) ,  and th e  commandment 

r e c o g n iz e s  i t  a s  su ch , I  s t i l l  sh o u ld  r e s p e c t  and honor him.

The burden i s  p la c e d  upon me. ( I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  th e
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Hebrew word f o r  "honor" o r  " r e sp e c t"  i s  th e  same r o o t  a s  th e  

word, " h e a v y ." One m ight say  th a t  h on o r in g  someone i s  a 

"heavy" burden to  c a r r y .  In d eed , i t  sh ou ld  be upon me 

f o r  i t  i s  a v a lu e - p a th  t h a t  I  am f r e e  t o  f o l l o w  o r  not 

f o l l o w .  F o l lo w in g  any path  i s  a lw ays an in d iv i d u a l  t h i n g ,  

but f o l l o w in g  t h i s  path  i s  a n o th e r  way o f  o b t a in in g  a f u l l  

p s y c h o l o g ic a l  l i f e .  I t  a l lo w s  me to  s e e  and admire th e  

v i r t u e s  in  a n o th e r  p e r so n ,  even  i n  the  c ir c u m sta n c e s  in  

which he does not f u l l y  a p p r e c ia t e  a l l  o f  th e  v i r t u e s  th a t  

are  in  me.

The commandment, a g a in ,  d oes not mince words, but s a y s  

q u i t e  o u t r ig h t  th a t  th e  v a lu e  o f  t h i s  path  i s  th e  v a lu e  o f  

l i f e .  "In o r d e r  th a t  your  days may be le n g th e n e d ,"  i s  

th e  r ea so n  g iv e n  f o r  f o l lo w in g  th e  commandment. The r ea so n  

i s  l i f e .

V I. "You s h a l l  not murder (v e r s e  13)

I  am c e r t a i n  i t  w i l l  be n o ted  by anybody who i s  not 

f a m i l i a r  w ith  th e  M asoretic  T ext o f  th e  Old T estam en t, o r  

anybody who i s  not f a m i l i a r  w ith  th e  Hebrew i t s e l f ,  th a t  

t h i s  i s  a s tr a n g e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  th e  commandment. I t  has  

come down in  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  a3 "Thou s h a l t  not k i l l , "
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and  I n d e e d ,  i t  i s  i m p r i n t e d  on t h e  p o p u l a r  mind i n  J u s t  t h a t  

fo rm .  However,  t h e  Hebrew word i n  t h a t  commandment means 

" m u r d e r . " I t  i s  a lw a y s  u s e d  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  m u rd e r  t h r o u g h 

o u t  t h e  B i b l e ,  and i t  i s  j u s t  an  i n c o r r e c t  ( a l b e i t  more b e a u 

t i f u l  and  p o e t i c )  t r a n s l a t i o n  t o  r e n d e r  i t  a s  "Thou s h a l t  

n o t  k i l l . "

T h e r e  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a v a s t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw ee n  k i l l i n g  

and  m u r d e r i n g .  To k i l l  i s  t o  do some a c t  upon a n o t h e r  

i n d i v i d u a l  w h ich  r e s u l t s  i n  h i s  l o s i n g  h i s  l i f e ,  no m a t t e r  

w ha t  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  may b e .  To m u rd e r  i s  a l s o  t o  f o r c i b l y  

t a k e  o n e ' s  l i f e  f ro m  h im,  b u t  i t  i s  o n l y  m u rd e r  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  

c o n d i t i o n s .  T h u s ,  i f  a c r i m i n a l  a t t a c k e d  me and  t r i e d  t o

k i l l  me, b u t  I  was a b l e  t o  k i l l  h im and  sa v e  my own l i f e ,  I

c e r t a i n l y  k i l l e d  b u t  I  d i d  n o t  m u rd e r .  O r ,  i f  I  k i l l  t o  

p r o t e c t  t h e  l i v e s  o f  my f a m i l y ,  i t  i s  k i l l i n g ,  b u t  n o t  m u rd e r 

i n g .  But  i f  I  were  t o  k i l l  somebody w i t h  no v a l i d  r e a s o n  f o r

d o i n g  s o ,  i t  would  be m u rd e r .  T h e r e  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  o t h e r

c o m p l i c a t i o n s  i n v o l v e d ,  such  a s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  my s a n i t y  a t  t h e  

t i m e ,  t h e  p o s s i b l e  m i s p e r c e p t i o n s  t h a t  I  may have  b e e n  l a b o r i n g  

u n d e r ,  and  many o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e  law m ig h t  t a k e  i n t o  c o n 

s i d e r a t i o n .  B a s i c a l l y ,  k i l l i n g  i s  a  g e n e r a l  t a k i n g  o f  l i f e ;
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m u rd e r  I s  a  l e g a l  t e r m  a p p l y i n g  t o  s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n s .

Murder  may t h e n  be o p e r a t i o n a l l y  d e f i n e d  a s  a  k i l l i n g  which  

t h e  law  d e f i n e s  a s  m u rd e r .  T h i s  s i x t h  commandment i s  s p e a k 

i n g  t o  t h e  l e g a l  a s p e c t s  o f  k i l l i n g .

I n d e e d ,  i t  would  have  t o  be so  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  v a l u e  

o f  human l i f e  t h a t  i s  u tm o s t  i n  t h e  Old  T e s t a m e n t .  I f ,  f o r  

e x a m p le ,  somebody were  t h r e a t e n i n g  my l i f e  and i t  was o b v i o u s  

t h a t  he would  k i l l  me, and t h e  commandment r e a d ,  " t h o u  s h a l t  

n o t  k i l l , ' '  I would be o b l i g e d  n o t  t o  k i l l  h im ,  b u t  t o  a l l o w  

m y s e l f  t o  be k i l l e d .  T h i s  would be a t y p e  Of i n v e r t e d  v a l u i n g  

o f  human l i f e  i n  t h a t  I  would  be v a l u i n g  h i s  l i f e  o v e r  my own. 

The f a c t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  i s  t h a t  h i s  l i f e  i s  n o t  more v a l u a b l e  

t h a n  i s  m in e ,  and  i f  my b e l i e f  i s  t h a t  e v e r y b o d y ' s  l i f e  i s  

o f  g r e a t  v a l u e ,  t h e n  I  have  t o  s t a r t  somewhere i n  my t h i n k i n g .  

T h a t  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  i s  o b v i o u s l y  "m e."  When T g e t  down to 

t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l  b a s i c s ,  I  m ust  s a y  t h a t  n o b o d y ' s  l i f e  i s  more 

v a l u a b l e  t h a n  my own. T h e r e f o r e ,  I  w i l l  do a n y t h i n g  i n  any 

pow er  t o  p r e s e r v e  ray own l i f e ,  p h y s i c a l l y ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y ,  o r  

s p i r i t u a l l y .  What comes t o  mind i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  i s  t h e  famous 

s t o r y  o f  t h e  f o u r  c h a p l a i n s  d u r i n g  World War I I  who c h o s e  t o  

g i v e  t h e i r  l i f e  j a c k e t s  t o  o t h e r  men, a n d  t h e y ,  t h e m s e l v e s ,
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sank w ith  t h e i r  s h ip .  On th e  s u r f a c e ,  i t  would seem l i k e  

th e  c h a p la in s  were v a lu in g  th e  l i v e s  o f  o t h e r s  above t h e i r  

own l i v e s ,  but th a t  i s  l o o k in g  a t  i t  on a v e ry  s u p e r f i c i a l  

l e v e l .  A c t u a l l y ,  what th e  c h a p la in s  were d o in g  was g i v in g  

th e  m essage t h a t  th e  v a lu e  t h a t  th e y  had in c o r p o r a te d  so  

s t r o n g ly  i n t o  th e m se lv e s  was th e  v a lu e  o f  l i f e  and sa v in g  

l i v e s .  Here was an o p p o r tu n i ty ,  o r  a v a lu e -p a th  f o r  p u t t in g  

t h a t  v a lu e  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  and by exam p le , even  in  th e  m idst  

o f  war and k i l l i n g ,  t e a c h  t h e i r  v a lu e  to  o t h e r s .  I f  th e y  

had not done what th e y  d id ,  th e y  would have been w i l l f u l l y  

ig n o r in g  t h e i r  on e , u l t im a t e  g u id in g  v a lu e ,  and would have  

been t r u l y  d e s t r o y in g  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  a lth o u g h  th e y  would have  

p o s s i b l y  rem ained a l i v e  p h y s i c a l l y .  But i t  i s  by h i s  v a lu e s  

t h a t  man l i v e s  (P r a n k l ,  1 9 6 6 ) .  Here we have th e  c a s e  o f  

fo u r  men who, by d y in g ,  were a f f i r m in g  th e  u l t im a t e  v a lu e  

o f  t h e i r  own l i v e s  and p a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  by g i v i n g  up t h e i r  

l i v e s  were e n a b l in g  th e m s e lv e s  to  l i v e .

The commandment i s  worded, "You s h a l l  not murder" b eca u se  

o f  th e  v a lu e  p la c e d  on l i f e .  By u s in g  th e  l e g a l  term "murder", 

the commandment i s  c o g n iz a n t  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  a l l  l i v e s  in c lu d 

in g  th e  in d iv i d u a l  to  whom i t  i s  a d d r e sse d .  Had th e  commandment
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In f a c t  been worded, "thou s h a l t  no k i l l , "  i t  would be p o s s i b l e  

t o  say  t h a t  i t  was r e c o g n iz in g  o t h e r  l i v e s  a s  h a v in g  more 

v a lu e  than  m ine.

T h is  commandment f i t s  w e l l  i n t o  two l e v e l s  o f  M aslow's  

h ie r a r c h y .  I t  s a t i s f i e s  a p h y s i o l o g i c a l  need b eca u se  th e  

b a s i s  o f  a l l  th e  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  n eed s i s  i n  k e e p in g  th e  i n d i 

v id u a l  a l i v e .  The Old Testam ent d o e s  l e g a l i z e  c a p i t a l  p u n ish 

ment and murder i s  a crim e p u n is h a b le  by d e a th . So one way 

o f  not i n v i t i n g  o n e ' s  own d eath  i s  by not m urdering a n o th e r .

I t  a l s o  f i t s  w e l l  i n t o  th e  secon d  l e v e l  o f  th e  h ie r a r c h y  and 

s a t i s f i e s  th e  s a f e t y  needs b eca u se  i f  i t  were f o l lo w e d  by a l l ,  

t o  a la r g e  e x t e n t ,  t h e r e  would be more s e c u r i t y  f o r  a l l .

A l s o ,  b ecau se  i t  was w e l l  known th a t  th e  p e n a l t y  f o r  murder 

was d e a th , i t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a v e ry  c l e a r  cu t  c o n t in g e n c y  and 

made th e  c o n t in g e n c y  known t o  a l l .  Knowing th e  c o n t in g e n c ie s  

in v o lv e d  i n  ou r  b e h a v io r  d o e s  p r o v id e  some o r d e r  and s t a b i l i t y  

i n  our w orld  which makes i t  a p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  s a f e r  p la c e  i n  

which to  l i v e .

There can be l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  th e  v a lu e  u n d e r ly in g  t h i s  

commandment i s  th e  v a lu e  o f  l i f e .  Nor can th e r e  be much doubt 

t h a t  t h i s  s i x t h  commandment i l l u m i n a t e s  a path  f o r  us t o  approach
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th e  v a lu e  o f  l i f e .  That p ath  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  not to  murder.

I t  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  h ere  to  p o in t  out th a t  t h i s  con cep t  o f  not  

m urdering was expanded v e r y  g r e a t l y  by th e  r a b b is .  They 

s a i d  th a t  d o in g  n o th in g  to  sa ve  a man's l i f e  who was in  

danger o f  death  i s  th e  same crim e a s  murder. S av in g  l i v e s ,  

a v e ry  p o s i t i v e  a c t ,  was t h e r e f o r e  drawn ou t  by th e  r a b b is  

from a n e g a t iv e  commandment. The r a b b is  go even  f u r t h e r  

than  th a t  though , i n  expanding  t h i s  law . They say  in  th e  

Talmud th a t  one who s a v e s  a s i n g l e  p e r s o n ' s  l i f e  i s  accou n ted  

a s  though he had saved  th e  e n t i r e  w or ld . On th e  o t h e r  hand, 

one who i s  in s tr u m e n ta l  i n  th e  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  a s i n g l e  p e r s o n ' s  

l i f e  i s  a ccou n ted  a s  though he had d e s tr o y e d  th e  e n t i r e  w or ld .  

T h is  i s  j u s t  a s  i t  sh ou ld  be in  an i d e a l  s e n s e ,  f o r  th e  human 

b e in g  who r e a c h e s  f u l l  developm ent h as  in  a v e ry  r e a l  s e n s e  

become an I n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  w or ld ,  and. i n  t u r n ,  th e  world  

h as become an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  him.

V I I .  “You s h a l l  not commit a d u l t e r y  ( v e r s e  1 3 )•"

In th e  Old T estam ent “a d u lte r y "  d oes not mean not lo o k in g  

a t  a n o th e r  man o r  woman; i t  d o es  not mean s in n in g  i n  you r  mind. 

I t  means a m arried  p erso n  h a v in g  s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  w ith  some 

p e r so n  o th e r  than  h i s  sp o u se .  I t  i s  t o  be tak en  v e ry  l i t e r a l l y
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and the  commandment I s  a l s o  a f o r c e f u l  on e . E lsew h ere  In  

th e  Old T estam en t, i t  i s  s t a t e d  th a t  a d u l t e r y  i s  p u n ish a b le  

by d eath  t o  both  th e  p a r t i e s  in v o lv e d .  I t  sh o u ld  be s t a t e d  

t h a t  in  Old T estam ent t im e s ,  s i n c e  polygam y was p e r m it t e d ,  

a m arried  man c o u ld  have s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  w ith  an unmarried  

woman and i t  was not c o n s id e r e d  a d u l t e r y .  However, i f  he had 

s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  w ith  a m arried  woman, w h eth er  o r  not he 

was m arr ied , i t  was c o n s id e r e d  a d u l t e r y  and was p u n ish a b le  

by d eath  f o r  b oth  th e  man and t h e  woman. L a te r ,  in  Jew ish  

Law, t h i s  was changed , and a m arried  man who had s e x u a l  

in t e r c o u r s e  w ith  even  an unm arried  woman i s  g u i l t y  o f  a d u l t e r y .

The im portance o f  t h i s  commandment i s  concerned  w ith

f a m i ly  s a n c t i t y  and i t  was c o n s id e r e d  th a t  rem ain ing  s e x u a l l y

f a i t h f u l  t o  o n e ' s  p a r tn e r  i n  m arriage  added s t r e n g t h  to  th e

m arriage  and to  th e  f a m i ly ,  which was very  Im portant a s  a

p a th  to  th e  v a lu e  o f  l i f e .  W r it in g  in  1972 , i t  seems a lm ost  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  speak  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h a t  p o in t .  T h in gs  are  ch an g in g .  

P eop le  are  t a l k i n g  about th e  f a m i ly  u n i t  d y in g  ou t  and b e in g  

r e p la c e d  by g r e a t e r  t h i n g s .  I t  i s  an e n t i r e l y  new w orld  

and t h i n g s  t h a t  seemed im p o rta n t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  a g o , no lo n g e r  

seem so  im p ortan t to  many p e o p le .  In  Old T estam ent d a y s ,  i t
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was Im portant t h a t  a woman remain f a i t h f u l  to  h er  husband  

so t h a t  h e r  c h i l d r e n ' s  l in e a g e  be known and so  th a t  th e  

c h i ld r e n  would be a b le  t o  I n h e r i t  t h a t  which was r i g h t f u l l y  

t h e i r s  upon th e  d eath  o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r .  A man wanted t o  know 

w h eth er  o r  not he was r a i s i n g  h i s  own c h i ld r e n .  Perhaps  

men s t i l l  do want to  know t h a t ,  but to d a y ,  we have th e  P i l l .

A woman need become pregnant o n ly  i f  she w ants to  become 

p r e g n a n t .  Today, we have a b o r t io n s ,  and a s  everybod y  knows, 

i t  i s  a woman's r ig h t  t o  c h o o se .  Today, t o o ,  we have th e  

v e ry  growth en g e n d e r in g  co n cep t t h a t  i f  someone can f in d  

f u l f i l l m e n t  i n  a " lo v e  r e la t io n s h ip "  which happens t o  be 

e x t r a - m a r i t a l ,  would i t  not be v e ry  s e l f i s h  and immature 

o f  th e  sp ou se  to  o b j e c t  to  h i s  p a r tn e r  g e t t i n g  t h a t  f u l f i l l m e n t ?

We a l s o  have th e  h ig h e s t  d iv o r c e  r a te  in  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  

ilialiRinu, but I  uiii t c l u  th a t  d iv o r c e  i s  a l s u  gi'uwlh e n g e n d e r in g .  

Som ething w i t h in  me r e b e l s  a t  a l l  o f  t h i s  and I  f i n d  t h a t  I  

have t o  a g r ee  w ith  Fromm (1 9 5 6 )  th a t  p e o p le  do not know what 

lo v e  i s ,  and t h a t  th e y  no lo n g e r  know what f u l f i l l m e n t  i s .  

A lthough I  do not want t o  go i n t o  a lo n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d i s c u s s i o n  

o f  t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  I  w i l l  q u ote  Frankl ( 1 9 6 7 ) where he sa y s  t h a t  

a l l  to o  o f t e n  s e x  f u n c t i o n s  a s  a cheap e sc a p e  from th o s e
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p h i lo s o p h ic a l  and e x i s t e n t i a l  and p s y c h o l o g ic a l  problem s  

and c h a l l e n g e s  by which we are  b e s ie g e d  i n  an age l i k e  o u r s .

However, i t  would appear t o  me t h a t  v e r y  much l i k e  

th e  commandment c o n c er n in g  th e  Sabbath , t h i s  one i s  met by 

p e o p le  in  our c i v i l i z a t i o n  w ith  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  am b iva len ce  

and th e  r ea so n  f o r  t h i s  a m b iva len ce  i s  th e  v e ry  same. The 

commandment speaks t o  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  M aslow's h ie r a r c h y ,  

which means i t  sp eak s t o  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  o u r s e l v e s  and to  

a lm o st  a l l  p e o p le .  We want to  keep th e  commandment and 

y e t  we are  a f r a i d  o f  i t ,  and th a t  f e a r  comes out i n  the  

trem endous r e b e l l i o n  a g a in s t  i t .

I t  f i t s  w e l l  w ith  th e  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  n eed s b eca u se  w h ile  

p r o h i b i t i n g  se x  o u t s id e  o f  th e  m a r i t a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  i t  im p l ie s  

t h a t  se x  i s  a p a r t  o f  th e  m arriage s i t u a t i o n .  In d eed , th e r e  

are  many r u l e s  and law s in  th e  Old Testament co n c e r n in g  

se x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  some o f  which a r e  e x tr e m e ly  c u l t u r e  

bound and may seem v e r y  o u td a ted  a t  t h i s  t im e .  However, 

th e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e s e  law s i s  not th a t  s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  i s  

s i n f u l  or  a bad t h in g ;  on th e  c o n tr a r y ,  i t  i s  a v e ry  good 

t h in g  w i t h in  th e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  s e t  down. T h e r e fo r e ,  by 

i m p l i c a t i o n ,  th e  se v e n th  commandment i s  s a y in g  th a t  th e  s e x
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need be s a t i s f i e d ,  but w i t h in  th e  framework o f  a l e g a l l y  

c o n s t i t u t e d  m arr iage .

I t  a l s o  speaks t o  th e  S a f e t y  needs b eca u se  i t  i s  th e r e  

a s  a p r o t e c t i v e  d e v ic e  f o r  the  f a m i ly .  As was s t a t e d  above,  

i t  was b e l i e v e d  t h a t  f i d e l i t y  adds s t r e n g t h  and endurance  

t o  a m arriage and a fa m i ly .  Knowing t h a t  th e  f a m i ly  i s  

t h e r e  b r e ed s  a f e e l i n g  o f  s e c u r i t y .  I t  a l s o  adds some 

o rd er  t o  the  w orld . The f a m i ly  i s  an i n s t i t u t i o n  one can  

come home t o  and f in d  h i s  p la c e  i n .  In d eed , each  member 

o f  a fa m i ly  knows e x a c t l y  what h i s  p la c e  i s  w i t h in  th e  

f a m i ly ,  which i s  a v e ry  se cu re  f e e l i n g .  Even a low  p la c e  

I s  b e t t e r  than  not knowing any p la c e  a t  a l l .

I t  seems o b v io u s  a s  t o  how t h i s  commandment a d d r e s s e s  

i t s e l f  t o  the  l o v e  n e e d s .  C e r t a i n l y ,  i n  a s t a b le  f a m i ly ,  

t h e r e  i s  a f e e l i n g  o f  b e lo n g in g  by each  member. T h is  i s  

not a lw ays tr u e  i n  th e  o u t s id e  w o r ld ,  but in  th e  s t a b le  

f a m i ly ,  i t  i s .  There would be th e  f e e l i n g  on the  p a r t  o f  

a p a r e n t  in  a h e a l t h y  f a m i ly  t h a t  "my c h i ld r e n  b e lo n g  w ith  

me, no m a tter  what th e  c ir c u m sta n c e s  a r e ,  t h i s  i s  t h e i r  

p la c e ."  The c h i ld r e n  would know t h a t  th a t  I s  the  f e e l i n g  

on th e  p a r t  o f  a p a r e n t .  I t  would be communicated to  them
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In  many ways. C e r t a i n l y ,  th e y  would th e n  f e e l  lo v e d  and 

f e e l  th a t  th e y  were t r u l y  a p a r t  o f  t h i s  fa m i ly ;  th a t  th e y  

b e lo n g e d  i n  I t .  The v e r y  same f e e l i n g  would e x i s t  betw een  

th e  husband and w i f e .  Each would f e e l  t h a t  th e y  b e lo n g ed  

t o g e t h e r ;  t h e i r  p la c e  i s  w ith  one a n o th e r ,  and n o th in g  in  

th e  w o r ld , sa v e  d e a th , c o u ld  p o s s i b l y  se p a r a te  them. T ru ly  

a l l  i n  a h e a l t h y  fa m i ly  would f e e l  t h a t  he i s  an im portant  

p a r t  o f  th a t  u n i t .

The se v e n th  commandment has a g r e a t  d e a l  t o  do w ith  th e  

e s tee m  n eeds i n  th a t  by b e in g  a p a r t  o f  a h e a l t h y  f a m i ly ,  

and t h i s  a p p l i e s  m o s t ly  t o  husband and w i f e ,  by b e in g  one 

o f  t h o s e  who makes th e  f a m i ly  work and remain i n t a c t ,  he i s  

a c c o m p lish in g  som eth ing  o f  v a s t  im p o rtan ce . But i t  a l s o  

means th a t  he i s  a b le  t o  r e s p e c t  and lo v e  a n o th e r  i n d iv i d u a l

T .r 4  4> V < |4  t n  f t  1  1  4 -  l o  *-» i  i« f t  ftN T.tlft «■* *A rtft *—* A* 7-3 ft* ft* 4  1  A  ftl A f  ^ l f t  A
A x x  i t k i S Z  a u w  a i i V i  j  »i w o  u x  w a w

day to  day in t im a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  th a t  a m arriage e n t a i l s .

H is  b e in g  a b le  t o  lo v e  and r e s p e c t  a n o th e r  through a l l  o f

t h a t  means t h a t  he f i r s t  l o v e s  and r e s p e c t s  h im s e l f  (Fromm, 1956).

Having a f u n c t i o n a l ,  s u c c e s s f u l  f a m i ly  i s  a l s o  r e l a t e d  

to  th e  m eta -n eed s  o r  m e ta -m o t iv a t io n s  o f  Maslow. I t  means 

a l lo w in g  and even  h e lp in g  a n o th e r  to  f u l f i l l  h i s  p o t e n t i a l ,
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w h ile  a t  th e  same t im e ,  you are  f u l f i l l i n g  y o u r s .  In  the  

I d e a l  s e n se  i t  means e s t a b l i s h i n g  an "I-Thou" r e l a t i o n s h i p  

w ith  a n o th e r  p e r so n .  That i s ,  each  p a r tn e r  in  th e  m arriage  

i s  a s u b j e c t  to  th e  o t h e r  (a g a in  in  th e  gram m atical s e n s e ) .  

N e ith e r  o f  them u se  th e  o th e r  a s  we would use a p i e c e  o f  

m achinery w ith o u t  con cern  a s  to  what th e  f e e l i n g s  o f  the  

o th e r  p erso n  happen t o  b e . Each one s e e k s  to  enhance th e  

o t h e r  w h ile  a t  th e  same tim e en h an cin g  h i m s e l f .  The two 

become an "I-Thou primary p erso n  (Buber, 1958)" and in  a 

s e n s e  th en  merge i n t o  on e , but w ith  t h i s  m erging , each  

one becomes more u n iq u e ly  h im s e l f  (May, 1 9 6 9 ) .  There i s  

a g r e a t e r  aw aren ess  and a g r e a t e r  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  th e  o th e r  

p e r so n  and, a t  th e  same t im e ,  a g r e a t e r  aw aren ess and a 

g r e a t e r  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  th e  s e l f .

T/* i. 1___________ » „  „ T 1 4 *  4-1. 4 M . .U i  ^ 4- 4- » ^  ^  J  .jlj. ( / i i c x c  x o  d x x  u x  U U &  m i x v u  a u i u i u o c u i iy o u u i i u o  vcj/y

r o m a n t ic iz e d ,  but I am co n v in ced  can and does e x i s t ,  th en  

t h e r e  would be a b s o l u t e l y  no need f o r  a d u l t e r y .  B u t,  i f  

t h i s  were u n i v e r s a l ,  and th e r e  were in d eed  no need or  d e s i r e  

f o r  a d u l t e r y ,  t h e r e  would a l s o  be no commandment a g a in s t  i t .  

An o ld  tr u ism  s t a t e s  th a t  a c t s  are  not p r o h ib i t e d  u n le s s  th e y  

a re  f i r s t  c o m it t e d .  P erhap s, i t  was f e l t  th a t  by p r o h i b i t i n g
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a d u l t e r y ,  one s te p  c o u ld  be ta k en  to  make f o r  th e  i d e a l  ty p e  

o f  m arriage  d e s c r ib e d  above . Be th a t  a s  i t  may, i t  i s  ray 

b e l i e f  th a t  a lm ost u n i v e r s a l l y ,  p e o p le  d e s i r e  t h a t  ty p e  o f  

m arriage and lo o k  forw ard t o  i t .  One o f  th e  sa d d e s t  e x p e r i 

e n c e s  in  my l i f e  was s i t t i n g  i n  th e  I v in g  room o f  a young 

d iv o r c e e  who asked me i f  I  would l i k e  t o  lo o k  a t  h er  wedding  

album w ith  h e r .  The t h in g  th a t  s t r u c k  me i n  th o s e  p i c t u r e s  

was th e  r a d ia n c e  th a t  shone on th e  f a c e s  o f  both  h er  and h er  

groom. I  c o u ld  not h e lp  but th in k  o f  a l l  the  j o y ,  th e  p la n s ,  

th e  hopes o f  th e s e  two young p e o p le  which were now s h a t t e r e d .  

The p i c t u r e s  t o l d  th e  s t o r y  t h a t  what th e s e  p e o p le  look ed  

forw ard t o  was j u s t  t h a t  ty p e  o f  m erg ing , I-Thou r e l a t i o n s h i p  

spoken o f  above .

But t h i s  m erging i s  l i f e .  I t  i s  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  r e a c h in g  

th e  u l t im a te  p r o j e c t  o f  becoming God. T h is ,  a s  was s t a t e d  

e a r l i e r ,  c r e a t e s  f e a r  in  p e o p le ;  i t  c r e a t e s  am biva len ce  

(Maslow, 1 9 6 7 )* They want i t  and a t  th e  same tim e th e y  do 

not want i t  b ecau se  th e y  are  a f r a i d  o f  i t .  I t  r e a c h e s  i n t o  

e v e r y  p a r t  o f  th e  s e l f  and many p e o p le  are a f r a i d  o f  e x p e r i 

e n c in g  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e i r  s e l v e s .  The commandment a g a in s t  

com m itt in g  a d u l t e r y  may be in t e r p r e t e d  a s  a v a lu e -p a th  toward
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the  v a lu e  o f  l i f e .  In  t h i s  c a s e ,  l i f e  i s  embodied i n  m a rr ia g e ,  

which i n  i t s  f i n e s t  s e n s e  e n t a i l s  th e  m erging o f  two i n d i v i d u a l s  

in t o  one and a s  th a t  one i n t o  th e  cosm os, w h ile  r e t a i n i n g  t h e i r  

own i n d iv id u a l  i d e n t i t i e s .

V I I I .  "You s h a l l  not s t e a l  ( v e r s e  1 3 )•"

T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h i s  commandment has been i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  

mean a p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  th e  s a n c t i t y  o f  p r iv a t e  p r o p e r ty .  I f  

t h a t  i s  s o ,  th e n  i t  i s  in d eed  a c u ltu r e -b o u n d  commandment.

When I was in  I s r a e l  and l i v e d  on a Kibbutz ( c o l l e c t i v e  s e t 

t le m e n t )  f o r  s e v e r a l  months, one o f  the  t h in g s  I  found most 

annoying  was th a t  nobody seemed to  ca re  about my p r o p e r ty .

I f  my j a c k e t  f e l l ,  o r  someone dropped i t  o f f  th e  rack w h ile  

I was i n  th e  d in in g  h a l l  o r  th e  s o c i a l  h a l l ,  nobody b o th ered  

to  p ic k  i t  up. When I  q u e s t io n e d  members o f  th e  k ib b u tz

o Vt r* f* fVil a onawori  T o 4 iroH u a a  f  Kof  4 f* Hnoen If- mo f f
W* W W M w v** *  w . .  w tl V — ^  *» W W V *  v MV V Wiu w tMU V W W ^ f

i t  can a lw ays be c le a n e d .  In d eed , th e r e  was a c l e a n in g  e s t a b 

l ish m e n t  on th e  k ib b u tz  where i t  c o u ld  be c le a n e d  and i f  a 

garment were r u in e d ,  i t  would be r e p la c e d  J u st  by a sk in g  f o r  

a n o th e r .  My p r o t e s t a t i o n s  o f ,  "But i t  i s  mine and I  d o n 't  

want i t  d i r t y  o r  ruined" were s im p ly  not u n d e rs to o d . But nobody 

e v e r  s t o l e  a n y th in g  from anyone e l s e .  Even I ,  a s  a " r ic h  American"
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who had p o s s e s s i o n s  th e r e  t h a t  nobody e l s e  had, n ever  

e x p e r ie n c e d  any o f  ray t h in g s  b e in g  m is s in g .  When I  q u e s 

t io n e d  members o f  th e  k ib b u tz  about t h i s ,  I  was t o l d  t h a t  

s i n c e  th e y  had no c o n c ep t  o f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r ty ,  s t e a l i n g  

som eth ing  would o n ly  mean s t e a l i n g  from th e m s e lv e s  and t h a t  

would be r i d i c u l o u s .  So, t h e r e  a r e  th e  two e d g e s  o f  th e  

double  edged sword o f  communal l i v i n g .  I  would not l i k e  to  

judge which a t t i t u d e  o u tw e ig h s  w h ich , but i t  can be se en  

t h a t  th e r e  are  s o c i e t i e s  in  th e  w e s te r n  w orld  i n  which a 

commandment a g a in s t  s t e a l i n g  i s  u n n e c e ss a r y .

H ertz ( 1 9 6 2 ) i n t e r p r e t s  t h i s  commandment psychodynam i-  

c a l l y  and sa y s  th a t  s i n c e  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r ty  i s  g a in e d  by 

in d u s tr y  and i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  i t  i s  an e x t e n s i o n  o f  th e  human 

p e r s o n a l i t y .  "Any a g g r e s s io n  on th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  our n e ig h b o r

4 a  f  V i o « o  f’r t n o  o n  o o q o i t l t ’ n n  h i  b h n m B n  n P r n o n n  1 1  h v  ( V . PQQ ) . "
9 W4. w ^ "• w** - - — ~    r -------— * ----------------------v»

Here i s  p o s s i b l y  an example o f  a Jew w ith  more o f  th e  P r o t e s t a n t  

E th ic  than most P r o t e s t a n t s  p o s s e s s .

I  b e l i e v e  th a t  we must a c c e p t  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n t e r p r e t a 

t i o n  o f  th e  commandmentj t h a t  i t  was s t a t e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  

th e  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r ty  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  and admit t h a t  i t  i s  c u l 

tu r e  bound t o  Old T estam ent c u l t u r e ,  but i t  i s  a l s o  a p p l i c a b l e
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t o  o u r  own c u l t u r e  and  s o c i e t y  t o d a y .  We do l i v e  i n  a 

s o c i e t y  t h a t  b e l i e v e s  i n  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  and we do want 

t o  hav e  some s a f e g u a r d s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h a t  which  b e l o n g s  t o  

u s .  B u t  I  am r e m in d e d  o f  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  t a l e  a b o u t  t h e  

H a s s i d i c  r a b b i  who was awakened i n  t h e  m id d le  o f  t h e  n i g h t  

by t h e  sound  o f  a b u r g l a r  who was e s c a p i n g  f ro m  h i s  h o u se  

w i t h  h i s  s i l v e r  c a n d l e s t i c k s ,  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g s  o f  m o n e ta r y  

v a l u e  he owned. The r a b b i  q u i c k l y  r e c i t e d  a p r a y e r  t h a t  > 

he  and t h e  A l m i g h t l y  d e c l a r e  t h e  c a n d l e s t i c k s  " o w n e r l e s s , "  

so  t h a t  t h e  t h i e f  would  n o t  be g u i l t y  o f  t r a n s g r e s s i n g  one 

o f  t h e  Ten Commandments. However, n o t  many o f  u s  a r e  o f  

s u c h  s a i n t l y  d i s p o s i t i o n s  and  we d e s i r e  t o  keep  t h a t  which  

i s  o u r s .

I n  M a s lo w 's  h i e r a r c h y ,  t h i s  e i g h t h  commandment would 

f i  fr i_n t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  s a t i s f y i n g  a s a f e t y  n e e d .  I t  i s  

o b v i o u s  t h a t  one  o f  t h e  m ost  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t s  o f  o w n e r s h i p  

o f  p r o p e r t y  i s  t h a t  i t  h e l p s  g i v e  t h e  owner  a s e n s e  o f  

s e c u r i t y .  I t  h e l p s  t o  b r i n g  o r d e r  t o  h i s  w o r l d  and makes 

h im  f e e l  t h a t  he h a s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  s o m e th i n g ,  e v e n  i f  h i s  

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  a r e  numbered o n l y  i n  t h e  amount o f  p h y s i c a l  

i t e m s  t h a t  he p o s s e s s e s .  A commandment f o r b i d d i n g  o t h e r s  t o
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t a k e  f rom  him t h a t  w h ich  he p o s s e s s e s  i s  t h e n  a  s a f e g u a r d  t o  

h i s  s e c u r i t y  and would  f a l l  u n d e r  t h e  r u b r i c  o f  S a f e t y  n e e d s .

By s t r e t c h i n g  t h e  p o i n t  a b i t  f u r t h e r ,  i t  m ig h t  a l s o  

be  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  commandment c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  

e s t e e m  n e e d s .  Commanding one  n o t  t o  s t e a l  means t h a t  t h e r e  

i s  s o m e th in g  t o  be  s t o l e n  which  b e l o n g s  t o  someone e l s e .

I f  t h a t  p r o p e r t y  i s  i n d e e d  g a i n e d  by m a n ' s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  

and  i n d u s t r y ,  a s  H e r t z  s a y s ,  t h e n  t h e  p o s s e s s o r  o f  t h e  i t e m s ,  

s i m p ly  by t h e  f a c t  o f  p o s s e s s i n g  them g a i n s  a c e r t a i n  amount 

o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  h i m s e l f  and  f e e l i n g s  o f  s u c c e s s .  Once a g a i n ,

I  am re m in d e d  o f  Tevye i n  F i d d l e r  on The Roof s i n g i n g ,  " I f  

I  were  a  R ich  Man," and  a l l  t h e  h o n o r s  t h a t  would  come t o  

h im t h r o u g h  w e a l t h .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  e n o ug h ,  w h i l e  t h e  song 

b e g a n  w i t h  t h e  f a n t a s y  o f  a l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s  he would 

have  I f  he were  r i c h ,  i t  en ded  on a s p i r i t u a l ,  y e t  p i t i f u l  

n o t e .  He would  hav e  a  s e a t  on  t h e  E a s t e r n  W all  o f  t h e  s y n a 

g o g u e .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  s y n a g o g u e s  were  b u i l t  w i t h  t h e  a r k  

c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  T o ra h  on t h e  E a s t e r n  w a l l  so  t h a t  i t  would 

be  c l o s e r  t o  J e r u s a l e m .  O n ly  t h e  most  h i g h l y  e s t e e m e d  men 

o f  t h e  community  were  g i v e n  s e a t s  i n  t h e  p l a c e  o f  h o n o r .  

E s te e m  was u s u a l l y  m ea su re d  by s c h o l a r s h i p  i n  s m a l l  J e w i s h
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C o m m u n i t ie s ,  b u t  Tevye  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  be  b o u g h t  by 

money a l s o .  He would  be  a s k e d  q u e s t i o n s  e v e n  to o  d i f f i c u l t  

f o r  a r a b b i  t o  a n s w e r  and  i t  w o u l d n ' t  m a t t e r  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  

h i s  a n s w e r s  were  c o r r e c t ,  b e c a u s e  when you a r e  r i c h  nobody 

c a r e s .  B u t ,  and  h e r e  i s  t h e  r e a l  d ream ,  he would be  a b l e  

t o  spend  h i s  d ay s  s t u d y i n g  t h e  h o l y  b o o k s ,  "And t h a t ' s  t h e  

s w e e t e s t  t h i n g  o f  a l l . "  T h a t  was a l s o  t h e  way he c o u l d  

e a r n  t r u e  e s t e e m  and  t h e r e  was h i s  c o n f l i c t .  He n e e d e d  w e a l t h  

i n  o r d e r  t o  have  t h e  t im e  t o  s t u d y  and become l e a r n e d ,  and  

t h a t  would  b r i n g  him e s t e e m .  Today ,  we need  t h e  t im e  t o  

s t u d y  and become p r o f e s s i o n a l s  which  h e l p s  u s  g e t  t h e  money 

w i t h  which  t o  buy t h e  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s  t h a t  b r i n g  u s  e s t e e m .  

Somewhere, s o m e th in g  i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  b a c k w a rd s .  I  t h i n k  I  

l i k e  T e v y e ' s  way b e t t e r .  At any  r a t e ,  s t e a l i n g  a m a n ' s  

p o s s e s s i o n s  c a n  c e r t a i n l y  be  s e e n  a s  r o b b i n g  him o f  h i s  

e s t e e m  a l s o ,  i n  many c a s e s .

Not s t e a l i n g  i s  a  v a l u e - p a t h  b e c a u s e  i t  d o e s  n o t  i s o l a t e  

one  f rom  t h e  community  o f  m ankind .  I n  o u r  d a y ,  we know t h a t  

l a r c e n y  i s  p u n i s h a b l e  by im p r i s o n m e n t .  I t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  exam ine  a l l  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  im p r i so n m e n t  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  a r e  f u l l  enough o f  what i t  d o e s  t o
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man. B u t  t h e  s t o r y  d o e s  n o t  end  t h e r e .  Even a f t e r  t h e  

t h i e f ' s  c r im e  i s  p a i d  f o r  and  he  i s  r e l e a s e d ,  he a lw a y s  

b e a r s  t h e  s t i g m a  o f  b e i n g  a n  e x - c o n v i c t  which  means he 

f r e q u e n t l y  c a n n o t  f i n d  a j o b ,  c a n n o t  j o i n  t h e  community  

o f  mankind  a n d  i s  an  i s o l a t e .

I n  t h e  Old T e s t a m e n t  t i m e s ,  i t  m ean t  e i t h e r  b e i n g  p h y s i 

c a l l y  removed f ro m  t h e  community ,  g o i n g  i n t o  s l a v e r y  f o r  a 

c e r t a i n  number o f  y e a r s ,  o r  h a v i n g  t o  r e p a y  t h e  t h e f t  i n  a 

m anner  t h a t  was o f t e n  v e r y  s h a m e f u l .  I n  e i t h e r  e r a ,  p r e s e n t  

o r  O ld  T e s t a m e n t ,  t h e  p u n i sh m e n t  f o r  t h e f t  was a  t y p e  o f  

i s o l a t i o n  f ro m  t h e  community t h a t  m ean t  s p i r i t u a l  o r  p s y 

c h o l o g i c a l  d e a t h .

IX. "You s h a l l  n o t  b e a r  f a l s e  w i t n e s s  a g a i n s t  y o u r  

n e i g h b o r  ( v e r s e  1 3 )*"

T n i3  commandment p i - o h i b i t s  n o t  o n l y  perjurer i n  a coux*t 

o f  l a w ,  l y i n g  i n  g e n e r a l ,  b u t  a l s o  s l a n d e r  o f  a n y  t y p e .  I n s o 

f a r  a s  i t  i s  so  f a r  r e a c h i n g  i n  m e a n in g ,  i t  i s  a  most  im

p o r t a n t  commandment. T h e re  i s  a n  o l d  Hebrew s a y i n g  t h a t  

" L i f e  and d e a t h  a r e  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  t o n g u e . "  T h e r e  i s  

much t r u t h  t o  t h a t .  I t  would  be  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s a y  how many 

c a r e e r s ,  l i v e s ,  homes, and  f a m i l i e s  have  b e e n  r u i n e d  b e c a u s e
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o f  s l a n d e r ,  b u t  once  m ore ,  t h i s  i s  a commandment more h o n o re d  

I n  t h e  b r e a c h  t h a n  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e .  The r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  a r e  

p r o b a b l y  t h e  same a s  were  fo u n d  f o r  t h e  v e r y  commonly b r o k e n  

f o u r t h  commandment c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  S a b b a th .

B e ca u se  t h i s  commandment i s  p h r a s e d  i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e ,  I

w i l l  exam ine  i t  f ro m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v iew  o f  t h o s e  who s u f f e r e d

f ro m  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  b e i n g  t h e  t a r g e t s  o f  t h e  " f a l s e  

w i t n e s s "  o r  s l a n d e r .  I t  i s  t h e  t y p e  o f  commandment t h a t  

r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  p e o p l e  do l i v e  i n  a s o c i e t y  and  c a n  be p u n 

i s h e d  by t h a t  s o c i e t y  t h r o u g h  no f a u l t  o f  t h e i r  own. T h e r e f o r e ,  

t h i s  commandment i s  more f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  v a l u e - p a t h s  

f o r  t h e  v i c t i m s  t h a n  f o r  t h e  t r a n s g r e s s o r s .

I n  M a s lo w 's  scheme,  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  h i e r a r c h y  a r e  

i n v o l v e d ;  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  n e e d s  b e c a u s e  when a man i s  t h e  v i c t i m

. r% _  i  _  -1  -  . .  v  .  -  ~  r* M „  ^3  „  -9 4- J  .*  J  4* -f „  «  4  V . 1
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t o  f i n d  work ,  w h ich  makes i t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s u s t a i n  h i m s e l f .

He g o e s  h u n g r y ;  he  may l o s e  h i s  home; he may l o s e  h i s  f a m i l y .

A l l  t h e  v a r i o u s  com ponen ts  n e ed e d  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  

n e e d s  a r e  t a k e n  f ro m  him i n c l u d i n g  f o o d ,  s h e l t e r ,  s e x u a l  o u t 

l e t s  and  a l l  t h e  r e s t .

L i k e w i s e ,  t h e  s a f e t y  n e e d s  a r e  i m p e r i l l e d .  The s e c u r i t y
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he once  knew c ru m b le s  a s  he l o s e s  h i s  p o s i t i o n .  The o r d e r  

a n d  s t a b i l i t y  t h a t  were p a r t  o f  h i s  w o r l d ,  and i n d e e d  h e l p e d  

make h i s  w o r ld  a  s a f e r  p l a c e  t o  i n h a b i t  a r e  s l o w l y  d i m i n i s h e d .  

The r e s u l t  i s  f r i g h t  and  a n x i e t y .

The l o v e  n e e d s  a r e  no l o n g e r  b e i n g  s a t i s f i e d .  He f i n d s

t h a t  one  by one h i s  f r i e n d s  d e s e r t  him. The s o c i a l  r e a l m

he once  i n h a b i t e d  i s  no l o n g e r  a f r i e n d l y  p l a c e  t o  him. T h e re  

i s  no p l a c e  t o  which  he  b e l o n g s .  He i s  n o t  a p a r t  o f  a n y 

t h i n g .  He becomes v e r y  much a l o n e .

H is  e s t e e m  n e e d s  a r e  n o t  s a t i s f i e d .  While  he may have  

b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  and  f e l t  s u c c e s s f u l ,  he no l o n g e r  d o e s .  He

h a s  l o s t  s t a t i o n  i n  l i f e  and  a l l  t h e  f a m i l i a r  sym bo ls  o f

h i s  s u c c e s s  a r e  d i s a p p e a r i n g  one by one .  While  he may have  

b e e n  a man o f  g r e a t  s e l f  r e s p e c t ,  he f i n d s  i t  more and more

J .  4- «  4 - \~  4- 1  -f*   „  V . ~  ^  ,------- U  «
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n o t  e v e n  be aware  o f  what  i s  h a p p e n i n g .  He knows t h a t  t h i n g s  

hav e  ch an g e d  and  p e o p l e  no l o n g e r  r e s p o n d  t o  him i n  t h e  manner  

i n  which  t h e y  d i d  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  b u t  he may no t  know why.

I f  he was a s e l f - a c t u a l i z i n g  p e r s o n  and m e t a - m o t i v a t e d ,  

he  i s  no l o n g e r .  We know t h a t  i n  M a s lo w 's  h i e r a r c h y  t h e  l o w e r  

n e e d s  must be  f a i r l y  w e l l  s a t i s f i e d  b e f o r e  t h e  h i g h e r  n e e d s
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h i m s e l f ,  he i s  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  " t r u t h ,  b e a u t y  and j u s t i c e . "

As Maslow (1 9 6 7 )  rem arks, "the r e l i g i o n i s t ,  f o s t e r i n g  s p i r i t u a l  

v a l u e s ,  had b e t t e r  s t a r t  w ith  fo o d ,  s h e l t e r ,  r o a d s ,  e t c .  which  

are  more b a s ic  than  sermons (p . 1 1 6 ) ."  Or, I  b e l i e v e  i t  was 

"Mack, the  K n ife ,"  who s a i d ,  " F ir s t  f e e d  our f a c e ,  th en  te a c h  

u s  r ig h t  and w r o n g ."

The above  h o r r o r  s t o r y ,  which  i s  much more common t h a n  

many o f  u s  r e a l i z e  may have  a l l  begun  j u s t  b e c a u s e  somebody 

s a i d ,  " I  t h i n k  I  saw Jo h n  w i t h  Mr. J o n e s '  w i f e  l a s t  n i g h t , "  

w h ich  may o r  may n o t  have  b e e n  t r u e ,  and  i f  t r u e  may have  

b e e n  v e r y  i n n o c e n t .  I t  c o u l d  have  a l s o  begun  more m a l i 

c i o u s l y  w i t h  a c o - w o r k e r  o f  J o h n ' s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  l y i n g  to  

t h e  b o s s  i n  an  i n n o c e n t  f a s h i o n  and a s k i n g ,  "Why d i d  Jo h n

i .  1. 1- ^ -  *- 1- -  -  .4 ~ ~  ~ "1 _ 4- 4 ~U 4 -0  H 4- Ubarvc xiuiiic unuoc  i c u  a.aoo u> * xn  c. j.

c a s e ,  i t  was s l a n d e r  which  r e a l l y  r u i n e d  t h e  l i f e  o f  a human 

b e i n g .

I f  I  were  t o  t h e o r i z e  i n  what o r d e r  t h e  d o w n f a l l  o f  t h e  

man would t a k e  p l a c e ,  I  t h i n k  i t  would  be a l m o s t  a r e v e r s a l  

o f  t h e  h i e r a r c h y .  F i r s t ,  h i s  e s t e e m  n e e d s  would  no l o n g e r  

be  s a t i s f i e d ,  t h e n  h i s  m e t a - m o t i v a t i o n  would d i s a p p e a r ,  t h e n
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t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  l o v e ,  s a f e t y  and  p h y s i o l o g i c a l ,  i n  t h a t  

o r d e r .  The r e a s o n  why I  r e v e r s e d  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  and 

e s t e e m  i s  b e c a u s e  I  t h i n k  t h a t  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  e s t e e m  ne ed s  

a r e  s t i l l  s a t i s f i e d ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c a n  s t i l l  be " m e ta 

m o t i v a t e d . "  Once e s t e e m  i s  g o n e ,  t h e  m e t a - m o t i v a t i o n  f o l l o w s  

v e r y  s w i f t l y  on i t s  h e e l s .

I n  my a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  O ld  T e s t a m e n t ,  t h i s  commandment 

c e r t a i n l y  p r o t e c t s  many v a l u e - p a t h s  o f  t h e  members o f  s o c i e t y  

i n  t h a t  i f  t h e  commandment were  n o t  b r o k e n ,  t h e s e  v a l u e -  

p a t h s  would r e m a in  open  t o  p e o p l e  and t h e y  c o u l d  a p p r o a c h  

t h e  v a l u e  o f  a f u l l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  p h y s i c a l ,  and  s p i r i t u a l  

l i f e .  The v a l u e  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  l i f e ,  and  t h e  v a l u e - p a t h  i s  

n o t  p u t t i n g  s t u m b l i n g  b l o c k s  i n  t h e  way o f  t h o s e  who a r e  

t r y i n g  t o  a p p r o a c h  t h e  v a l u e  and a l l o w i n g  them t o  go on

o  vttr f* f-Vio m o  >̂ Tr t r o T  Vi e  r^ r> o n  V f  h o r n  4 n  V Vi o   ̂ “r* n n o o f
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f o r  th e  v a l u e  t h a t  makes l i f e  t r u l y  w o r th  l i v i n g — l i f e .

X. "You s h a l l  n o t  c o v e t  y o u r  n e i g h b o r ' s  h o u s e ;  you 

s h a l l  n o t  c o v e t  y o u r  n e i g h b o r ' s  w i f e ,  o r  h i s  m a n - s e r v a n t  

o r  h i s  m a i d - s e r v a n t ,  o r  h i s  o x ,  o r  h i s  a s s ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  

t h a t  b e l o n g s  t o  y o u r  n e i g h b o r  ( v e r s e  1 4 ) . "

T h i s  commandment d o es  n o t  mean t h a t  we s h a l l  no t  want
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t h i n g s  t h a t  b e l o n g  t o  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  I f  t h a t  were  t h e  

m ean ing  o f  t h e  commandment, t h e n  i t  would  have  t h e  power  

o f  t e l l i n g  u s  t h a t  we s h o u l d  n o t  w ish  t o  b e t t e r  o u r s e l v e s .

Why s h o u l d  we n o t  want a  h o u se  a s  good a s  t h a t  o f  o u r  n e i g h 

b o r ?  The f o r c e  o f  t h e  Hebrew word t r a n s l a t e d  a s  " c o v e t "  

i s  much s t r o n g e r  t h a n  t h a t .  I t  means t o  " l u s t  a f t e r ; "  I t  

means an  u n h e a l t h y  s i n g l e - m i n d e d  d r i v e  t o  g e t  t h a t  which  

d o e s  n o t  b e l o n g  t o  u s .  I t  d o e s  n o t  mean, h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  we 

s h o u l d  n o t  l u s t  a f t e r  wisdom o r  t r u t h  a nd  b e a u t y .  The 

commandment s p e a k s  o f  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s  and  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  

i t  i s  t h e s e  t h a t  we must  n o t  l u s t  a f t e r .  To g e t  them I s  

n o t  b a d ,  i f  we a l s o  a r e  a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  s p i r i t u a l  t h i n g s .

The s t o r y  i s  t o l d  o f  t h e  young man who I s  b e i n g  i n t e r v i e w e d  

f o r  a p o s i t i o n  by one o f  t h e  l e g e n d a r y ,  s e l f - m a d e  m i l l i o n 

a i r e s  i n  A m erican  f o l k - l o r e .  D u r in g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  1 n t e r >— 

view  i n  t h a t  v e r y  p l u s h  o f f i c e ,  t h e  young  man s a y s  t o  t h e  

a g i n g  t y c o o n ,  "You a r e  one o f  t h e  men I n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  I  a d m ire  

t h e  m o s t .  E v e r y  t im e  I  t h i n k  o f  how you s t a r t e d  w i t h  n o t h i n g  

and  by y o u r  own s h e e r  w i l l  and  e f f o r t  f i n a l l y  a c h i e v e d  t h e  

p o s i t i o n  you a r e  now i n ,  my h e a r t  f i l l s  w i t h  a d m i r a t i o n . "  " I t  

i s  r e a l l y  no t  d i f f i c u l t , "  r e p l i e d  t h e  o l d  man, " i f  t h a t  i s  t h e
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o n l y  t h i n g  you d o . "

I t  i s  t h a t  t y p e  o f  l u s t i n g  w h ich  t h e  commandment w arns  

u s  a g a i n s t  i n  a l l  i t s  e x a m p le s ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  m o ra l  one 

c o n c e r n i n g  l u s t i n g  a f t e r  y o u r  n e i g h b o r ’ s w i f e .  The i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n  os  t h e  commandment t h a t  I  p r o p o s e  t h e n  i s  n o t  t h a t  

i t  i s  i n  r e a l i t y  a n e g a t i v e  o n e ,  b u t  i t s  im p a c t  i s  p o s i t i v e .  

I t  i s  a v e r y  s p i r i t u a l  commandment t e l l i n g  u s  t h a t  m a t e r i a l  

t h i n g s  s h o u l d  n o t  occup y  so  c e n t r a l  a p l a c e  i n  o u r  m in d s  and 

d e s i r e s .  We s h o u l d  l e a v e  room f o r  t h e  n o n - m a t e r i a l  o r  t h e  

s p i r i t u a l .

T h i s  commandment would be t e l l i n g  u s  t o  t a k e  heed  o f  

M a s lo w 's  m e t a - m o t i v a t i o n s ,  t o  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t r u t h ,  b e a u t y  

a nd  j u s t i c e .  I t  I s  s a y i n g  v e r y  much l i k e  Maslow, t h a t  " t h e  

s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  i s  p a r t  o f  o u r  b i o l o g i c a l  l i f e — t h e  h i g h e s t
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a c q u i s i t i o n s  and  o u r  d e s i r e  f o r  more a c q u i s i t i o n s ,  and n o t  

enough  t im e  i s  s p e n t  w i t h  s p i r i t u a l  m a t t e r s .  C e r t a i n l y ,  

t h e  man who I s  l u s t i n g  a f t e r  h i s  n e i g h b o r ' s  h o u s e ,  o r  d i s h  

w a s h e r ,  o r  a u to m o b i l e  c an  hav e  v e r y  l i t t l e  e n e r g y  l e f t  f o r  

c o n c e r n  w i t h  t r u t h ,  b e a u t y  and j u s t i c e .  Those  t h i n g s  a r e

vague  and  t h e y  do n o t  g e t  you a n y w h e re ,  anyway. Such a man
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would hav e  l i t t l e  t im e  o r  e n e r g y  t o  spen d  i n  a p p r e c i a t i n g  

h i s  f a m i l y ,  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  h i s  s u r r o u n d i n g s ,  o r  j u s t  b e i n g .

Such a man i s  a d r i v e n  man and i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  he c o u ld  

e v e n  s a t i s f y  h i s  l o v e  and e s t e e m  n e e d s ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  

m e t a - n e e d s .  He c o u l d  n o t  f e e l  a s e n s e  o f  b e l o n g i n g  b e c a u s e  

t o  him t h e r e  would be  n o t h i n g  t o  which  i t  would  be w o r t h 

w h i l e  t o  b e l o n g ,  e x c e p t  p e r h a p s  i n  o r d e r  t o  make c o n t a c t s  

f o r  b u s i n e s s .  He c a n n o t  f e e l  s u c c e s s f u l  b e c a u s e  he n e v e r  

f e e l s  t h a t  he h a s  "made i t . "  He i r  ^ e v e r  s a t i s f i e d .  T h e re  

i s  a lw a y s  more t h a t  he l u s t s  a f t e r  and f e e l s  he  must  o b t a i n .

T h e re  i s  no su ch  t h i n g  a s  s u c c e s s  f o r  such  a man. T h i s

commandment i s  s a y i n g ,  " s t o p  l u s t i n g ,  s t o p  r u n n i n g ,  j u s t

b e . "  I t  b e l o n g s  w e l l  w i t h  M as lo w 's  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  m e t a m o t i v a t i o n .

I n  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  i t  i s  a l s o  a v a l u e - p a t h ,  a n d  becomes 

one by e n u m e r a t i n g  t h o s e  ways which  a r e  n o t  v a l u e - p a t h s .  I t  

i s  s a y i n g  t h a t  one who l u s t s  a f t e r  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s  c a n n o t  be 

on a v a l u e - p a t h ,  f o r  m a t e r i a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  a l o n e  t o  n o t  l e a d  

to  l i f e .  L i f e  i s  n o t  made o f  o n l y  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s .  L i f e  i s  

made o f  u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h i n g s ,  m a t e r i a l ,  s p i r i t u a l ,  p s y 

c h o l o g i c a l ,  p h i l o s o p h i c a l ,  e t c . ,  and  a l l  t h e s e  e n t i t i e s  c a n n o t  

be u n i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  u n i f i c a t i o n ,  i f
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he I s  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  r e c o g n i z e  a l l  o f  them ,  a p p r e c i a t e  a l l  

o f  them ,  and p o s s i b l y  most  i m p o r t a n t ,  s t a n d  s t i l l  f o r  a 

w h i l e  and  j u s t  be w i t h  a l l  o f  them.

I n  t h i s  p s y c h o - t h e o l o g i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Deca

l o g u e ,  I  have  a t t e m p t e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  commandments 

i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  which  t h e y  were  

f i r s t  p r o m u lg a t e d  and I  hav e  a l s o  t r i e d  t o  show t h e i r  mean

i n g  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t .  Some o f  them were  t r a n s l a t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  

f rom  t h e  u s u a l  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n s  t h a t  we t a k e  f o r  g r a n t e d ,  

and  some were  t r a n s l a t e d  i n  a l m o s t  t h e  i d e n t i c a l  w ords  t h a t  

c a n  be fo u n d  i n  any B i b l e .  I n  e v e r y  c a s e ,  I  have  t r i e d  a s  

b e s t  I  c o u l d  t o  r e m a in  f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  Hebrew 

w o rd in g  and m ean ing  o f  t h e  Hebrew t e r m i n o l o g y .  My i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n  o f  some o f  t h e  commandments was new and p e r h a p s

* 1 V*4 +- r.tono 1 n f  or*pr»of kvq r\t* 1 y  ■Pr»nm

where  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  h a v e  s t o o d  f o r  c e n t u r i e s .  

V i r t u e  was n o t  s e e n  i n  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  change  m ea n in g s  and  be  

new and  d i f f e r e n t .  V i r t u e  was s e e n  i n  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  i l l u m i 

n a t e  t h e s e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  p r e c e p t s  i n  a  m anner  t h a t  would  r e 

t a i n  t h e i r  own s p i r i t  and  h o p e f u l l y  h e l p  p e o p l e  o f  t h i s  age  

u n d e r s t a n d  them f ro m  t h e  v a n t a g e  p o i n t  o f  o u r  own t i m e s .  I n
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a l l  c a s e s  t h e  m e d i e v a l  c o m m e n ta r i e s  o f  R a s h i ,  N ahm anides ,  

S ' f o r n o ,  and  I b n  E z r a  were  c o n s u l t e d  a s  was t h e  more modern  

commentary  o f  H e r t z .

I t  s h o u l d  he  made v e r y  e x p l i c i t  t h a t  I  a p p r o a c h e d  t h i s  

t a s k  f ro m  two v e r y  s t r o n g  b i a s e s .  One was t h e  b i a s  o f  J u 

d a ism  and t h e  o t h e r  was t h e  b i a s  o f  h u m a n i s t i c  p s y c h o l o g y .  

B o th  o f  t h e s e  b i a s e s  merge w i t h i n  me , and  I  have  managed 

t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  them  a s  a  u n i t y  w i t h i n  me. No c l a i m  o f  

c o m p l e t e l y  o b j e c t i v i t y  c a n  be  made. R e l i g i o n  i s  a v e r y  

i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  me, h u m a n i s t i c  p s y c h o l o g y  i s  a v e r y  im

p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  me, and  most  i m p o r t a n t  i n  me, i s  J u d a i s m .

I  have  b e e n  v e r y  g r e a t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e s e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  

a nd  so w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  by  no means o b j e c t i v e ,  t h e y  a r e  me 

and  t h e y  a r e  t r u e  i n s o f a r  a s  I  am a b l e  t o  be t r u e  t o  m y s e l f .  

As a man o f  my t i m e s ,  I  have  a l s o  u t i l i z e d  i n s i g h t s  f rom  

c l a s s i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y ,  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m ,  b o t h  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

and  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  p s y c h o l o g y ,  a n t h r o p o l o g y ,  and  s o c i o l o g y .  

I t  was my hope t h a t  t h e s e  I n s i g h t s ,  f a r  f ro m  d i m i n i s h i n g  

t h e  im p a c t  o f  t h e  O ld  T e s t a m e n t ,  would  I n c r e a s e  i t .
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C h a p t e r  V I I  

CONCLUSIONS AND DISCUSSION 

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  h a s  b e e n  t o  add  a new d im e n s io n  

t o  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  o f  r e l i g i o n .  I t  was fo u n d  t h a t  

i n  t h e  p a s t ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  s t u d i e d  r e l i g i o n  e i t h e r  f ro m  a 

v iew  o f  d e f e n d i n g  o r  a t t a c k i n g  i t .  Much e m p h a s i s  was a l s o  

p l a c e d  upon " i n d i v i d u a l "  r e l i g i o n  and i n d i v i d u a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  

o f  a r e l i g i o u s  n a t u r e .  F r e q u e n t l y ,  t h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  were 

r e d u c e d  t o  " n o t h i n g  b u t "  phenomena and th e  " i n d i v i d u a l "  

r e l i g i o n  t y p e  o f  s t u d i e s  f r e q u e n t l y  l o o k e d  upon t h e s e  r e 

l i g i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a s  i d i o s y n c r a t i c .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  i t  

was c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  o f  r e l i g i o n  i n  

t h e  p a s t ,  w h i l e  b e i n g  i n t e r e s t i n g  and a d m i r a b l e  i n  t h e  m ethod

o l o g i c a l  and s c i e n t i f i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d i e s ^  waq 

v i r t u a l l y  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  t o  t h e  laym en ,  and many p r o f e s s i o n a l s  

i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  a s  w e l l ,  and d i d  n o t  a d d r e s s  i t s e l f  

t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  w e s t e r n  man.

My own s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  was b a s e d  upon t h e  g ro w in g  c o n c e r n  

e v i d e n c e d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  h u m a n i s t i c  s c h o o l  o f  p s y 

c h o lo g y  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  v a l u e s .  I t  was a l s o  b a s e d  upon



www.manaraa.com

240

my own o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  s o c i e t y  t o d a y  which  seems t o  be 

g r o p i n g  f o r  some v a l u e  s y s t e m  and  u n a b le  t o  f i n d  one .  At 

t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e r e  I s  a g ro w in g  c o n c e r n  i n  b o t h  o f  t h e s e  

p l a c e s  w i t h  t h e  s t u d y  o f  r e l i g i o n .  Among t h e  h u m a n i s t i c  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  t h e r e  i s  a d e s i r e  t o  a d m i t  more r e l i g i o u s  

d a t a  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  o f  p s y c h o l o g y  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d y .

Among laym en ,  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  o c c u l t  t h a t  

seems t o  be  g ro w in g  day by d a y ,  I  s e e  a s  a  s e a r c h  f o r  some 

meaning  I n  an  a p p a r e n t l y  m e a n i n g l e s s  w o r l d .  I  c o u l d  n o t  

h e l p  b u t  w onder  w h e t h e r  r e l i g i o n ,  e v en  i n  a n t i q u i t y ,  d i d  

n o t  s ee  t h e  w o r ld  a s  m e a n i n g l e s s  and a b s u r d ,  and  s e t  a b o u t  

t o  p u t  some m ean ing  and s t r u c t u r e  i n t o  t h e  w o r ld .  I f  t h i s  

were  s o ,  t h e n  would  n o t  t h e  a n s w e r s  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  fo u n d  and 

a d v a n c e d  e x i s t  i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l l y  a c c e p t e d  t e x t s  o f  r e l i g i o n  

and not  I n  11 i n d i v i d u a l 11 r e l i g i o n  o r  i d i o s y n c r a t i c  r e l i g i o u s  

e x p e r i e n c e s ?  My n e x t  q u e s t i o n  was t h a t  i f  i n d e e d  t h e s e  

a n s w e r s  a r e  embedded i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  t e x t s  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  would  

we n o t  h a v e  t o  c o n s i d e r  them a s  v a l u e s  by which  men were 

a d v i s e d  t o  l i v e ?  I f  a g a i n ,  t h e  a n sw e r  were  fo u n d  t o  be i n  

t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e ,  t h e n  I  must  d i s c o v e r  t h e  v a l u e s  and a sk  

w h e t h e r  t h e y  would be  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  w e s t e r n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i n
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t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .

With a l l  t h i s  i n  mind I  began  a j o u r n e y  t h a t  l e d  me 

t h r o u g h  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  r e c o r d s  o f  a n t i q u i t y ,  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

t h o u g h t ,  s o c i o l o g y ,  a n t h r o p o l o g y ,  B i b l i c a l  c r i t i c i s m s  and 

s c h o l a r s h i p ,  and  p s y c h o l o g y .  F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,

I  d e c i d e d  t o  r e l y  on t h e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  a s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  

r e l i g i o u s  t h o u g h t  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  t h e  Old T e s ta m e n t  which 

i s  a c c e p t e d  a s  s a c r e d  l i t e r a t u r e  by  t h e  two m a j o r  r e l i g i o u s  

g r o u p s  i n  w e s t e r n  s o c i e t y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  b e c a u s e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

i n t e r p r e t s  much o f  t h e  Old  T e s ta m e n t  a s  p r o p h e c i e s  v a l i d a t i n g  

t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  New T e s t a m e n t ,  I  d e c i d e d  t o  f o c u s  most 

o f  my c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on t h e  Ten Commandments o r  D e c a lo g u e ,  

which  i s  a c c e p t e d  a s  p a ra m o u n t  i n  b o t h  o f  t h e s e  r e l i g i o u s  

g r o u p s .

"T* +■ *•*> 4 -  4 -  V*» a  P
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i n  o u r  s o c i e t y  i n v o l v e s  t h a t  o f  s c i e n c e  and  r e l i g i o n .  Yet 

on c l o s e r  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  i t  was fo u n d  t h a t  t h e  two do n o t  d i f f e r  

t o  a s  g r e a t  a n  e x t e n t  a s  commonly t h o u g h t .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  i t  

i s  a  s e m a n t i c  d i f f e r e n c e .  B o th  r e l i g i o n  and s c i e n c e  u se  

sy m b o ls  t o  c onvey  t h e i r  m e a n in g s .  I n  s c i e n c e ,  t h e  sym bols  

may be  m a t h e m a t i c a l  o r  p r e s e n t  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  s t y l e  o f
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v a r i o u s  f o r m u l a s  such  a s  E i n s t e i n ' s  famous E=MC2 , w h ich  i s  

c o m p l e t e l y  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  t o  t h e  u n i n i t i a t e d .  I n  r e l i g i o n ,  

t h e  sym bols  g e n e r a l l y  t a k e  t h e  fo rm  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  

m y th o lo g y ,  o r  r i t u a l ,  o r  l aw ,  w h ich  i s  a l s o  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  

t o  t h e  u n i n i t i a t e d .  I n  b o t h ,  t h e  sym bols  r e p r e s e n t  u n i v e r 

s a l  t r u t h s  o r  v a l u e s .  I n  b o t h ,  s c i e n c e  and  r e l i g i o n ,  t h e r e  

a r e  p e o p l e  who assume d i f f e r e n t  b u t  c o m p lem e n ta ry  r o l e s ,  

which  I  have  c a l l e d  t h e  p r o p h e t  and  t h e  p r i e s t .  The p r i e s t  

t r a n s l a t e s  t h e  v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o p h e t s  i n t o  a fo rm  t h a t  c an  

be  u se d  by t h e  p e o p l e .  The d a n g e r  i s  t h a t  t h e  form  becomes 

f u n c t i o n a l l y  a u to no m ou s ,  and  t h e  m essage  o f  t h e  p r o p h e t  i s  

f o r g o t t e n .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  h a s  h ap p en e d  i n  b o t h  s c i e n c e  

and  r e l i g i o n .  However, i n  s c i e n c e ,  t h e  fo rm  o r  t e c h n o l o g y  

I s  c o n t i n u a l l y  u p d a t e d  and r e m a in s  u s e f u l .  I n  r e l i g i o n ,

4- T— -P« ■vwm r»4 <-**-> 1 U A tr»-> f  A A 1 A V»rfO
WilC X  S j  J. wjf V1 i J XXV UUU- J  X .un L l * u  V n> W iU  v w 4a Qw

d e g r e e ,  and t h e y  no l o n g e r  a r e  I m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  w e s t e r n  

w o r ld .  B u t ,  i n  b o t h  c a s e s ,  mankind  h a s  b e e n  l e f t  i n  a  " v a l u e  

v a c u u m ."

H u m a n is t i c  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a r e  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  s c i e n c e  who 

a r e  p r e s e n t l y  t a k i n g  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  t r y i n g  t o  r e c o v e r  

and  d i s c o v e r  v a l u e s  t h a t  may be m e a n in g f u l  f o r  m ankind .
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T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  was i m p o r t a n t  t o  exam ine  h u m a n i s t i c  p s y c h o l o g y  

i n  some d e t a i l .  I n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  h u m a n i s t i c  

movement i n  p s y c h o l o g y  f rom  an  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  

e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  and  e x i s t e n t i a l  p s y c h o l o g y ,  a s  a n t e c e d e n t s  

t o  h u m a n i s t i c  p s y c h o l o g y  were ex am in e d .  The p h i l o s o p h i e s  

o f  H e i d e g g e r ,  S a r t r e ,  B u b e r ,  T i l l i c h  and R o sen zw eig  s e r v e d  

a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  e x a m i n a t i o n .  I t  was fo u n d  t h a t  a l l  

o f  them , b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  e x i s t e n c e  o r  b e i n g  

were  moved t o  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  n o n - b e i n g  o r  d e a t h .  B u t  a 

common d e n o m i n a t o r  among them ,  e v en  t h e  most  p e s s i m i s t i c  

o f  them ,  was t h a t  t h e y  seemed t o  p l a c e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  v a l u e  

on t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  o r  l i f e ,  i t s e l f .  T h i s  

was fo u n d  t o  be t r u e  o f  t h e  h u m a n i s t i c  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  a l s o .

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e p e a t  t h a t  by " l i f e "  i s  meant  n o t  o n l y
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a w a r e n e s s  o f  b o t h  i n t e r n a l  and  e x t e r n a l  s t i m u l i ,  and  an 

a b i l i t y  t o  merge t h e  s e l f  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e s e  f o r c e s  and  t o  

f e e l  a t  one w i t h  them ,  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  

s e l f ' s  u n i q u e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y .

The p s y c h o l o g i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  c o n c e r n i n g  v a l u e s  was t h e n  

exam ined  and  many d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  v a l u e s  were  f o u n d .  I t  became
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o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  g r o p i n g  t o  

f i n d  a way to  d e a l  w i t h  v a l u e s ,  and p e r h a p s  e v en  d e e p e r  t h a n  

t h a t ,  t h e y  a r e  g r o p i n g  t o  f i n d  what v a l u e  r e a l l y  means.

B a s i n g  my own f e e l i n g s  on my r e s e a r c h  o f  t h e  Old  T e s ta m e n t  

a nd  on t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s  and  some o f  

t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  and on my own r e a c t i o n  t o  

what  I  was f i n d i n g ,  I  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  one who came c l o s e s t  

t o  e n u n c i a t i n g  a u n i v e r s a l ,  e t e r n a l  v a l u e  was C a r l  R o ge rs  

i n  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  i n f a n t ' s  e v a l u a t i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  

p l a c i n g  a p o s i t i v e  v a l u e  on t h a t  which  i s  l i f e  m a i n t a i n i n g  

o r  l i f e  e n h a n c i n g .  T h i s  i s  p r e c i s e l y  much o f  t h e  m essage  

o f  t h e  Old  T e s t a m e n t  s t a t e m e n t .  "And you s h a l l  c h o ose  

l i f e . "  B u t  j u x t a p p o s e d  t o  t h a t  i n  t h e  Old T e s ta m e n t  i s  

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  we may c h o o se  d e a t h  which  l e d  me t o  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a v a lu e  f o r  d e a t h  i n  t h e  Olu T e s ta m e n t  

s i d e  by  s i d e  w i t h  t h e  v a l u e  f o r  l i f e .  T h i s  v e r y  same way 

o f  t h o u g h t  i s  fo u n d  i n  t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s  who i n s i s t  upon 

o u r  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  d e a t h  a s  an  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  l i f e .  

L i k e w i s e ,  F r e u d  (1 9 61 )  a p p e a r s  t o  have  b e e n  w r i t i n g  and t h e o r 

i z i n g  w i t h  v e r y  g r e a t  i n s i g h t  i n  h i s  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  t h e  l i f e  

a n d  d e a t h  i n s t i n c t s  were e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  

o r g a n i s m .
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F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  I  h a v e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on 

t h e  v a l u e  o f  l i f e ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  d e a t h  i s  i t s  o p p o s i t e ,  and  

t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  may be  somewhat c o n f u s i n g  a s  t o  how i t ,  t o o ,  

may be a v a l u e ,  a  few w ords  must  be w r i t t e n  a b o u t  i t .  The 

O ld  T e s t a m e n t ,  T i l l i c h  ( 1 9 5 2 ) ,  B u g e n t a l  (1967)*  Lepp ( 1 9 6 8 ) ,  

F r e u d  ( 1 9 6 1 ) ,  S a r t r e  ( 1 9 6 9 )* and o t h e r s  a l l  c o n s i d e r  d e a t h  

a s  a most  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  human e x i s t e n c e  and  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

l i f e  and  d e a t h  c o e x i s t  i n  t h e  human b e i n g ,  o r  i n  t h e  c a s e  

o f  t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s ,  i n  B e in g .  The Old T e s t a m e n t ,  a s  

was d i s c u s s e d ,  h ad  t o  g i v e  a p l a c e  o f  p r o m in e n c e  t o  t h e  

T r e e  o f  L i f e  and make i t  i n a c c e s s a b l e  t o  h u m a n i ty ,  t h e r e b y  

a s s u r i n g  u s  o f  d e a t h  and t h e  v a l u e  o f  d e a t h .  I t  h a s  become 

my b e l i e f  t h a t  man c a n n o t  l i v e  l i f e  f u l l y  u n l e s s  p a r t  o f  

h i s  l i f e  i s  d i r e c t e d  to w a rd  l i f e  and  p a r t  to w a rd  d e a t h .  The

» »  n  1  1 1  »-> L  V i  r-» 4-- o  + •  1  / s  r *  4— o  « , f  n  <-3 4— «■> -v-» *—* 4 -  V * n  /-»v it*  ̂ u  v u  a x  ^ i/ i i  n i i A v i i  a i

c e r n e d  w i t h  i d e a l s  and  c a u s e s  f o r  which  we f i g h t  and  d e v o te  

much e n e r g y .  T r u e ,  t h e s e  c a u s e s ,  i f  g ood ,  h e l p  a s s u r e  a 

b e t t e r  l i f e  f o r  u s  and  f o r  many o t h e r s ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  th e  

t h i n g s  f o r  which  men d i e  i n  o r d e r  t o  a t t a i n .  The l i f e  v a l u e -  

p a t h s  a r e  t h o s e  which  l e a d  t o  a f u l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  a n o t h e r  

p e r s o n  o r  p e r s o n s .  By a  f u l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  I  am r e f e r r i n g  t o
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B u b e r ’ s (1 95 8 )  c o n c e p t .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  F r e u d  h i n t e d  to w a rd  

t h e  same c o n c e p t  i n  w r i t i n g  " th e  man who I s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  

e r o t i c  w i l l  g i v e  f i r s t  p r e f e r e n c e  t o  h i s  e m o t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n 

s h i p s  w i t h  o t h e r  p e o p l e  ( F r e u d ,  1961 ,  p .  8 3 ) . "  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  

t o  n o t e  t h a t  when F r e u d  u s e d  t h e  word " e r o t i c "  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c 

u l a r  e s s a y ,  he  was u s i n g  i t  a s  t h e  a d j e c t i v e  o f  " E r o s , "  t h e  

l i f e  i n s t i n c t .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e n ,  i t  i s  t h o s e  v a l u e - p a t h s  t h a t  

l e a d  t o  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  a r e  t h e  l i f e  v a l u e - p a t h s  and  t h o s e  

t h a t  l e a d  t o  i d e a l s  and c a u s e s  t h a t  a r e  t h e  d e a t h  v a l u e - p a t h s .

A r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  so m e th in g  we l i v e  f o r ,  a c a u s e  i s  s o m e th in g  

we would d i e  f o r . 1

Once a g a i n ,  I  p o i n t  t o  F i d d l e r  on t h e  Roof  f o r  an  example  

o f  what i s  b e i n g  s a i d .  F i d d l e r  i s  so e x c e l l e n t  an  example  

b e c a u s e  i t  i s  f a m i l i a r  t o  a lm o s t  e v e r y b o d y .  I t  d o e s  n o t  g e t  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  "heady"  a b o u t  r e l i g i o n ,  and b a s i c a l l y ,  I t  i s  t h e  

s t o r y  o f  man l i v i n g  h i s  Old  T e s t a m e n t .  And, i n d e e d ,  i n  t h i s  

c a s e ,  i t  was v e r y  much h i s  Old  T e s ta m e n t  a s  c an  be s e e n  by 

t h e  f r e q u e n t  m i s q u o t a t i o n s  Tevye was so f o n d  o f  u t t e r i n g .

Here  I  am r e f e r r i n g  to  t h e  m a r r i a g e s  o f  T e v y e ' s  t h r e e  o l d e r  

d a u g h t e r s .  Each  one  broke w i t h  " t r a d i t i o n "  i n  h e r  m a r r i a g e .  y 

T r a d i t i o n ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  i s  s e e n  a s  t h e  " c a u s e "  f o r  w h ich  a
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man would d i e .  I n  t h e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  two o f  h i s  d a u g h t e r s ,

Tevye r a t i o n a l i z e d  away t h e  t r a d i t i o n  and  c h o s e  t h e  r e l a 

t i o n s h i p .  H i s  c h o i c e  was f o r  l i f e .  I n  t h e  t h i r d  c a s e ,  o f  

Havah,  m a r r y i n g  o u t s i d e  h e r  f a i t h ,  Tevye was t o r n  b e tw e e n  

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and t h e  t r a d i t i o n ,  b u t  f i n a l l y  ( a n d  n o t  

so  f i n a l l y ) ,  i n  a  v e r y  d r a m a t i c  o u t b u r s t  e x c a l i m e d ,  "No.1 

T h e r e  i s  no o t h e r  hand . '"  T h i s  may n o t  b e  s e e n  a s  a  v a l u e -  

p a t h  l e a d i n g  to w a rd  d e a t h  u n t i l  we r e c a l l  t h a t  when h i s  

w i f e  came w e ep in g  t o  him a b o u t  H a v a h ' s  m a r r i a g e ,  Tevye s a i d  

t h a t  Havah i s  d ead  t o  them. At t h e  e n d ,  when Tevye s a i d ,

"May God be  w i t h  y o u , "  i n a u d i b l y  t o  Havah and  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  

h i s  c h o i c e  was a g a i n  f o r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and  l i f e .  I  fo u n d  

th e  d e e p ,  h e a r t  r e n d i n g  s t r u g g l e  b e tw e e n  l i f e  and  d e a t h  

d r a m a t i c a l l y  b r o u g h t  t o  l i f e  I n  t h a t  s e q u e n c e .

I  would  be w i l l i n g  t o  go so  f a r  a s  t o  g u e s s  ( t h e  g u e s s  

i m p l i e s  a hope  and a d e s i r e  t o  r e s e a r c h  t h i s  s u b j e c t  t h o r o u g h l y  

a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e )  t h a t  t h e  phenom ena l  g ro w th  o f  g r o u p s  i s  t i e d  

i n  w i t h  t h e  v a l u e - p a t h s  l e a d i n g  t o  l i f e ,  b e c a u s e  i n  t h o s e  

g r o u p s  t h e  g r e a t  e m p h a s i s  I s  on r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I  would  a l s o  

g u e s s  t h a t  t h e  v a l u e - p a t h s  most p r e v a l e n t  i n  w e s t e r n  c i v i l i z a 

t i o n  t o d a y  a r e  t h o s e  which  l e a d  to w a rd  d e a t h  b e c a u s e  t h e i r
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e m p h a s i s  i s  n o t  on r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  b u t  on i d e a l s  and  c a u s e s .

The q u o t a t i o n  by S k i n n e r  on  p a g e  t w e n ty - t w o  o f  t h i s  e s s a y  

p r o v i d e s  a  s a l i e n t  exam ple  o f  t h o s e  v a l u e - p a t h s  w i t h  which

nobody c a n  a r g u e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  a l l  g o o d ,  b u t  no m e n t io n

o f  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  e m o t io n  i s  m e n t i o n e d .  From t h i s  

comes t h e  " v a l u e l e s s n e s s "  some sp e a k  o f ,  t h e  " a l i e n a t i o n , "  

t h e  " m e a n i n g l e s s n e s s , "  t h e  " a n o m ie ,"  o r  any o t h e r  l a b e l s  

we w ish  t o  g i v e  th e  p r e v a l e n t  r e s t l e s s n e s s  i n  s o c i e t y  t o d a y .

We a r e  l i v i n g  h a l f  l i v e s .  We i n d e e d  h a v e  s o m e th in g  t o  d i e  

f o r ,  b u t  v e r y  few o f  u se  have  s o m e th in g  t h a t  we c a n  l i v e  

f o r .  I n  a l a r g e  m e a s u r e ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  my d e c i s i o n  

t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  on t h e  l i f e  v a l u e .

I f  l i f e  i s  i n d e e d  one o f  t h e  two v a l u e s  o f  t h e  Old

T e s t a m e n t ,  t h e n  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  Old T e s ta m e n t  a r e  fo u n d

and  q u i t e  l o g i c a l l y ,  a l l  o f  o u r  p r o b le m s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  s h o u l d  

be s o l v e d .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e y  a r e  n o t .  The q u e s t i o n ,  p ro b le m  

an d  q u e s t  i s  f o r  a way o f  a c h i e v i n g  l i f e .  I  became aware  

t h a t  t h i s  i s  one o f  t h e  main  t h i n g s  t h e  Old  T e s ta m e n t  i s  a b o u t  

a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  medium o f  v a l u e s ,  i s  a method  o f  s t u d y i n g  t h e  

O ld  T e s ta m e n t  t h a t  may have  g r e a t  m ean ing  t o  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  

man. To my k n o w le d g e ,  i t  i s  a new a p p r o a c h  t o  r e l i g i o n  which
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may t a k e  t h e  s t u d y  o f  r e l i g i o n  o u t  o f  t h e  r e a l m  o f  a n  i n 

t e r e s t i n g  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  e x e r c i s e  and c a p t u r e  t h e  h e a r t  

o f  c e n t r a l  man. I t  i s  j u s t  t h i s  " c a p t u r i n g "  t h a t  h u m a n i s t i c  

and  e x i s t e n t i a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  s ee  l a c k i n g ,  and  p e r h a p s  a 

v o i d  can  be f i l l e d .  One o f  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  v a l u e s  i s  l i f e  

a s  d e f i n e d  above  and t h e  Old  T e s ta m e n t  h a s  i t s  ways o f  

c o n v e y in g  m ethods  t o  us  by which  t o  a p p r o a c h  t h a t  t y p e  

o f  l i f e .  I t  i s  an  e x i s t e n t i a l  r e a l i t y  t h a t  we n e v e r  a c h i e v e  

i t ,  and  n e v e r  c an ;  f o r  i f  we do ,  we become God, w h ich  I s  

n o t  o n l y  i m p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  a l s o  u n d e s i r a b l e .

I  d i v i d e d  t h e  m eth od s  u se d  i n  t h e  Old T e s ta m e n t  i n t o  

t h r e e  b r o a d  c a t e g o r i e s  which  I  c a l l e d  " M y th o lo g y ,"  " R i t u a l , "  

and  " L aw ." Upon e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  sa m p le s  o f  e ac h  o f  t h e  t h r e e  

c a t e g o r i e s ,  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  v a l u e  was i n d e e d  fo u n d  t o  be l i f e .  

■Ru<- i-Vior»<=> wss fllwavq another element that  was a u ite  s a l i e n t . --- V ■ >

T h i s  was a  "map" m a rk in g  o u t  a  way o f  a p p r o a c h i n g  l i f e  o r  

B e in g .  T h a t  we do n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e s e  maps o r  

p a t h s  may sa y  a g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  how d i s t a n t  f rom  o u r s e l v e s  

we have  r e a l l y  begun  t o  l i v e .  A c c o r d in g  t o  R i c h a r d s o n  ( 1 9 7 1 ) ,  

H e i d e g g e r  saw p e o p l e  a s  " e k - s i s t e n t  b e i n g s  r a d i c a l l y  open t o  

B e in g  (p .  1 2 6 ) . "  A p p a r e n t l y ,  we a r e  n o t  so open  t o  B e in g  a s  

t h e  maps seem t o  be  h i d d e n  f rom u s .  F o r  t h e s e  maps,  I  c h o se



www.manaraa.com

t h e  name " v a l u e - p a t h s "  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  p a t h s  l e a d i n g  to w a rd  

t h e  v a l u e .

T h e r e  a r e  p o s s i b l y  an  i n f i n i t e  number o f  v a l u e - p a t h s  

t h a t  can  be  t a k e n  i n  o r d e r  t o  a p p r o a c h  l i f e ,  j u s t  a s  t h e r e  

a r e  p o s s i b l y  an  i n f i n i t e  number o f  ways o f  a c h i e v i n g  a 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  i s  good and s t r o n g  and  becomes a p r i m a r y  

o n e .  The B i b l e  e n u m e r a t e s  many o f  t h e s e  p a t h s ,  b u t  d o u b t 

l e s s l y ,  n o t  a l l .  Each  v a l u e - p a t h  i s  i n d e e d  a p a t h ,  a r o a d  

t a k i n g  i t s  own way i n  i t s  a p p r o a c h  t o  l i f e .  Some a r e  f a i r l y  

s t r a i g h t ,  some a r e  w i n d in g  and have  more c u r v e s ,  some t a k e  

s h a r p  t u r n s ,  some v e e r  t o  t h e  r i g h t  and  so m e  o v e r  t o  t h e  

l e f t ,  and a s  s u c h ,  a l l  o f  them a r e  i r r e d u c i b l e .  Each  one 

i s  u n iq u e  and c a n n o t  be b r o k e n  i n t o  p i e c e s .  I t  becomes 

a p p a r e n t  now, t h a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  v a l u e s  worked

V-» v «  «“» 4  m  P 4  ^  T  **> n  r*> 4  -4  P  V » 4 “ W * i r O  1  1 1  r
U J  V i 4 Ju .̂14 A U  U M ̂  to t i -  A . A . A . 4 * u- i. i. «>iU w i i v

t h a t  I  f o u n d  i n  t h e  Old T e s t a m e n t .  They may b e a r  some s i m i 

l a r i t y  to  what I  have  t e r m e d  v a l u e - p a t h s .  However,  I  s ee  

o n l y  harm i n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  d e f i n e  and r e d u c e  t h e s e  c o n c e p t s  

any f u r t h e r .  B onne r  ( 1 9 6 5 ) may have  b e e n  t r a n s m i t t i n g  t h e  

v e r y  same m essage  c o n c e r n i n g  man i n  h i s  t i t l e  On B e in g  Mind

f u l  o f  Man, which  i s  d o u b t l e s s l y  f ro m  P sa lm s  V I I I ,  "0 L o rd ,
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what  i s  man t h a t  you  a r e  m in d f u l  o f  h i m . . . "  I n  t h e  p s a l m s ,  

no a t t e m p t  i s  made t o  d e f i n e  man e x c e p t  t h a t  he i s  l i t t l e  

l o w e r  t h a n  t h e  a n g e l s .  Maslow comes c l o s e ,  a l s o ,  t o w a rd  

t h i s  v e r y  same i d e a  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  h i s  m e t a - m o t i v a t i o n s  

when he s a y s  t h a t  t h e r e  d o e s  seem t o  be some u n d e r l y i n g  

p r i n c i p l e  o r  v a l u e  t h a t  m o t i v a t e s  s e l f - a c t u a l i z i n g  p e o p l e .

He i s  a l s o  v e r y  e x p l i c i t  i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  m e t a - m o t i v a t i o n s  

a r e  b i o l o g i c a l l y  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e  same a s  a r e  

t h e  " lo w e r  n e ed s"  he h a s  worked o u t  i n  h i s  h i e r a r c h y .

M a s lo w 's  h i e r a r c h y  o f  ne ed s  was s e e n  t o  be a p o t e n t i a l l y  

e x c e l l e n t  model  t o  be  u se d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .  T h e r e f o r e  I  

p r e s e n t e d  i t  w i t h  a  f a i r l y  d e t a i l e d  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  what  

t h e  h i e r a r c h y  means and worked o u t  an  exam ple  o f  how i t  

may be employed i n  a n a l y z i n g  a l i f e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  a human

V « 4 — ~
U  G  -L  1 •

I  t h e n  exam ined  e a c h  o f  t h e  Ten Commandments which  a r e  

fo u n d  i n  Exodus ( t h e  D e ca lo g u e  i s . r e p e a t e d  i n  Deuteronomy 

w i t h  some m in o r  c h a n g e s )  and  e x p l a i n e d  and  i n t e r p r e t e d  e ac h  

o n e .  At t h e  same t i m e ,  I  a t t e m p t e d  t o  show how t h e  v a l u e -  

p a t h s  embedded i n  e a c h  o f  them f i t  i n t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  l e v e l s  o f  

M a s lo w 's  h i e r a r c h y  o f  n e e d s  and how t h e  p r e s c r i p t i v e  e le m e n t
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o f  t h e  commandment s a t i s f i e d  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  need  i n  q u e s t i o n .

D u r in g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  s e v e r a l  h y p o t h e s e s  

w o r th y  o f  e m p i r i c a l  t e s t i n g  came t o  l i g h t  and have  b e e n  so 

d e s i g n a t e d .  I n d e e d ,  one o f  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  was 

t o  d i s c o v e r  su ch  h y p o t h e s e s  and  i t  i s  hoped  t h a t  I  and  o t h e r s  

w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e s e  and p o s s i b l y  d i s c o v e r  more t h a t  h a v e  t h u s  

f a r  gone  u n e x p l o r e d .

A n o th e r  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  was t o  d i s c o v e r  w h e t h e r  

t h e  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  Old T e s ta m e n t  a r e  t e n a b l e  and  w o rk a b le  

i n  p r e s e n t  day s o c i e t y .  The c o n c l u s i o n  r e a c h e d  i s  t h a t  

t h e  v a l u e  d e a l t  w i t h  i s  l i f e ,  a n d  I n d e e d ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  q u e s t  

o f  modern man j u s t  a s  i t  was t h e  q u e s t  o f  Old T e s ta m e n t  man. 

The q u e s t i o n  t h e n  must  be r e p h r a s e d  t o  r e a d ,  "Are t h e  v a l u e -  

p a t h s  o f  t h e  Old T e s ta m e n t  t e n a b l e  and  w o r k a b le  i n  p r e s e n t  

day s o c i e t y ? "  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  some a r e  and  some a r c  n o t ,  

and  t h a t  many w h ich  a r e  would hav e  t o  be r ew o rk ed  and g i v e n  

new fo rm .  P e r h a p s  wha t  I  mean c a n  be u n d e r s t o o d  more e a s i l y  

by  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  o l d  v a l u e - p a t h s  may hav e  t o  be m o d e rn iz e d  

i n t o  new s u p e r - h i g h w a y s .  One o f  t h e  most f a r  r e a c h i n g  v a l u e -  

p a t h s  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  S a b b a th  Day. I  e x p l a i n e d  e a r l i e r  how 

f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  commandment h e l p s  us  a p p r o a c h  l i f e  v e r y  c l o s e l y .
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But i t  c a n n o t  be e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  man i s  g o i n g  

t o  r e f r a i n  f ro m  r i d i n g  i n  a n  e l e v a t o r  i n  o r d e r  t o  o b s e r v e  

t h e  S a b b a th .  Nor i s  he g o i n g  t o  p u t  away h i s  w r i s t  w a tch  

on t h e  S a b b a th  d ay .  But  I  c e r t a i n l y  s e e  t h e  I m p o r ta n c e  o f  

t h e  S a b b a th  f ro m  t h e  v a l u e - p a t h  p o i n t  o f  v iew  and  I  c a n  

e n v i s i o n  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i s t  and t h e  r e l i g i o n i s t  w o rk in g  t o 

g e t h e r  t o  d i s c o v e r  ways i n  which  t h e  S a b b a th  can  become 

i m p o r t a n t  t o  m ank ind .  I  c an  a l s o  e n v i s i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  ways 

would  be  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  v a l u e - p a t h  and 

would  a l s o  be u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  and  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  modern man.

What I  am e n v i s i o n i n g ,  and i n  f a c t  h o p i n g  f o r ,  i s  a 

r e e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  w o rk in g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  t h e  

p r o p h e t  and  t h e  p r i e s t .  I t  d o e s  n o t  m a t t e r  who t a k e s  which  

r o l e  i n  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T h e re  would  be t i m e s  t h a t  th e

f c x i ^ x u a i o b  J - o  p l ' v j p i i d s  c i w u  u u c  ^ 0 ) 0 1 1 0 x ^ 5 1 0 0  j . o  p i  x c o u ^  a n u

t h e r e  would  be t i m e s  when t h e i r  r o l e s  would be r e v e r s e d ,  

and p o s s i b l y  t i m e s  when one man i s  b o t h .  B u t  o f  t h e  u tm o s t  

i m p o r t a n c e  i s  t h a t  t h e  c h a n n e l s  o f  com m u n ica t io n  be  open 

f o r  them  and n e i t h e r  be t o o  p r o u d  o r  t o o  ashamed t o  a s k  f o r  

h e l p  f rom  t h e  o t h e r .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  m essage  was 

g i v e n  i n  t h e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  i n  t h e  myth o f  Moses a t  t h e  b u r n i n g
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b u s h ,  when he  t r i e d  t o  evad e  G o d ' s  c a l l  t o  sp e a k  t o  t h e  

p h a r o a h  ( " n o t h i n g  b u t "  a Jo n a h  Complex?)  by  s a y i n g  t h a t  

h i s  sp e e c h  was u n i n t e l l i g i b l e .  God t o l d  him t h a t  Aaron 

would  do h i s  t a l k i n g  f o r  h im. From t h e  p r o p h e t - p r i e s t  

o r i e n t a t i o n  d e v e l o p e d  h e r e ,  i t  would  mean t h a t  pharao.h 

c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  M oses '  v i s i o n s  b e c a u s e  Moses was a 

p r o p h e t .  Aaron  c o u l d  communica te  them t o  p h a r o a h  b e c a u s e  

he  was a p r i e s t .  B e in g  a p r i e s t ,  he  c o u l d  a l s o  u n d e r s t a n d  

Moses.

I t  must  a l s o  be  remembered t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s e g m e n t s  o f

s o c i e t y  f o r  whom t h e  o l d  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  s e r v e

v e r y  w e l l .  I t  would  be an  i n j u s t i c e  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  sway

them t o  o u r  p o i n t  o f  v iew  which  t h e y  may n e v e r  com prehend .

T h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  s i n c e  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v iew  p r e s e n t e d  

h e r e  d e p en d s  h e a v i l y  on v i e w in g  God a s  " e x i s t e n c e . "  Those  

who w ish  o r  n e e d  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a " p e r s o n a l  god" 

would n o t  be a b l e  t o  s u b s c r i b e  t o  so  r a d i c a l  ( y e t  t r a d i t i o n a l )  

a c o n c e p t .

The f i n a l  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  was t o  s e e  i f  i t  i s  

p o s s i b l e  t o  a p p r o a c h  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  o f  r e l i g i o n  

f ro m  a v a l u e  o r i e n t a t i o n .  I n  a s e n s e ,  t h i s  s t u d y  h a s  b e e n
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an  e x p e r i m e n t ,  b e c a u s e  I  was n o t  o n l y  t r y i n g  t o  d i s c o v e r  

i f  i t  c o u l d  be d o n e ,  b u t  I  c h o s e  t o  make t h a t  d i s c o v e r y  

by a t t e m p t i n g  t o  do i t .  My own a n sw e r  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  

i s  t h a t  t h e  v a l u e - o r i e n t a t i o n  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

s t u d y  o f  r e l i g i o n  i s  i n d e e d  a v a l i d  o ne .  T h e re  i s  no 

d o u b t  t h a t  I  am a n s w e r in g  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  q u i t e  s u b j e c t i v e l y ,  

b u t  s u b j e c t i v i t y  i s  n o t  a v i c e  i n  a s t u d y  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .

I  hav e  a c h i e v e d  a new and  d e e p e r ,  and  I  b e l i e v e ,  t r u e r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  Old T e s ta m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  

t h i s  s t u d y ;  by t r y i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  i t  by  means o f  a v a l u e  

a p p r o a c h .  My a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  and  m a g n i tu d e  

o f  t h e  Old T e s ta m e n t  h a s  d e e p e n e d ,  and my e s t e e m  f o r  t h e  

wisdom o f  i t s  a u t h o r s  h a s  become i n t e n s i f i e d .

I f  some o f  t h e s e  r e s u l t s  a r e  fo u n d  i n  t h e  r e a d e r  a l s o ,

f  X T.m 11T v» 4* V* 4 r'-s v ■»-. wi-» ■*-* +- 4- r* 4 4«| W M W VttMJ.U'WA V414.W V* ▲ IliVi. liV/ i. 1C4 V UliVy n 11

f i c a n c e  a t  a  l e v e l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  f a r  beyond  my g r e a t e s t  

dream . I n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  m ea su re  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

i s  man, and  what i s  man? He i s  " n o t h i n g  b u t "  e v e r y t h i n g .
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